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is running out of water 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

I 'in.v arc .is m| i he globe will 
M,in ' mining critic .illy short of 
"■-I'-f *n the next 50 years un- 
le--- there is j revolution in the 
w: '! r^'ple use this must basic 
tVM .ui te. two UN reports wam. 

\ [ready just ocer u quarter of 
'be girth's population lace a 
Miuggie u» obtain enough wa- 
le r to drink, grew loud and run 
industry, say the d. vumenis. "By 
- 1 ns much as two thirds of 
the world population would be 
under stress conditions.'' 

Total water consumption 
worldwide has been growing at 
2-5 per cent a year. r< highly twice 
as fast as pop u ] a ti on grout h . It 


UN warns of a global crisis as supplies dwindle 


has risen sixfold this century, in 
3U years' lime. 27 nations, all but 
three of them in North Africa, 
the Middle East and South 
Asia, are forecast to be in the 
UN's "high water stress" cate- 
gory: these include India and 
Pakistan. 

They will face "serious scarci- 
ty". with “an urgent need for in- 
tensive management of supply 
and demand". Water shortages 
will act as n brake on their eco- 
nomic growth. 

One solution, argue both re- 
ports. is for water supply to be 
devolved down from big gov- 


ernment - often responsible for 
disastrous damming and irri- 
gation schemes - to local com- 
munities and private industry. 
The other is io concentrate on 
restraining demand and using 
the resource less wastefully. 

The two reports, written as a 
follow up to the 1992 Rio Earth 
Summit, say that water short- 
ages are as urgent as any other 
global environmental issue. 

With some 3011 major river 
basins crossing national bound- 
aries “future conflicts [over 
their water] arc a potent risk”. 
Among the most likely flash- 


points are drought to be the riv- 
er Jordan, whose waters are 
shared between Israel and Arab 
neighbours, the Nile, which 
flows through Ethiopia Sudan 
and Egypt, and the headwaters 
of the Euphrates and Tigris 
shared between Turkey. Syria 
and Iraq. 

A growing number of coun- 
tries, including India. China. 
Mexico, the US and some 
southern ex-USSR republics, 
are now taking water from un- 
derground aquifers at a much 
faster rate than they can ever he 
replenished by rain. As a result 


water tables have sunk. In some 
parts of the world, such as 
Libya, farming and industry- 
have come to depend on un- 
derground "fossil” water, which 
ciimes from rain which used to 
full Lens of thousands of years 
ago. Once "mined" it can nev- 
er he replaced. 

The reports point out that de- 
salinisation plants, which lake 
the salt out of seawater, are ex- 
pensive to build and run and are 
only an option for wealthy na- 
tions like Saudi Arabia. 

The populations judged most 
at risk are those in low income 


countries (per capita annual 
gross national produce of less 
than S2.895) subject to high wa- 
ter stress. There are 1.5 billion 
people in that category. Their 
communities will struggle to lind 
the money needed to deal with 
the worsening shortages. 

Egypt is the classic example 
of a country which is in real dan- 
cer of a water disaster, say the 
experts. It is poor, has a rapid- 
ly growing population and is al- 
most entirely reliant on the 
Nile for its water. 

Egypt is already a heavy im- 
porter of basic foodstuffs, while 


water-hungiy cotton is the most 
important cash crop- The state 
buys up all the cotton, but it sup- 
plies irrigation water to farm- 
ers at a heavily subsidised price. 
Such subsidies, say LIN insiders, 
guarantee the water is used 
wasteful ly. But they are found 
not just m Egypt but in many 
countries which use extensive ir- 
rigation. including the US. 

Farming consumes most of 
the water used by humanity, 
with increases in irrigation 
largely responsible for the huge 
increases in crop production 
needed to feed a fast growing 
population. As a result, many 
great rivers no longer reach the 
sea. and wildlife-rich swamp- 
lands have dried ouL 


Water use by region 
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.. .Public grilling: A reporter handing milk through Saftwood Castle’s portcullis 
.' to Jane Clark, wife of Alan Clark, (below right), newly selected Conservative 
. parliamentary candidate for Kensington and Chelsea Photographs: Brian Harris 

|A Chelsea pensioner 
If and the gentle siege 
Jf of Saltwood Castle 
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• . Clare Gamer . 

; portcullis at the gateway to his ctiun- 
; may have kept journalists at bay yes- 

]g^,.but no wooden grating is sufficiently 
I'^^re.to prevent Alan Clark retiming to 
yPsifiy seat. ' 

ijf;rary: the newly-appointed Kensington 
:^£Chelsea candidate for the Tories will 
f«Wbe dividing his time once again between 
^SWfetid Castle and the House of Com- 
where many feel he still belongs. 

maverick minister and self-con- 
philanderer has at last made amends 


. ,-:L 




i shrewd and clever 
■^®tkaan is retorniiig9 

. -\i ! T ^ 

?^W6athe described as a “colossal mistake” 
up his Plymouth seat in 1992. 

I -Asbis long-suffering wife, Jane, accept- 
band-delivered milk from 
£?*®b[ed reporters at their historic pad in 
h M pan of the service), Mr Oark 
- a sigh of relief and enjoyed two 

. •wtnsof fresh air. He relumed mid-room- 


ing in buoyant mood after a two-hour hike 
around his estate. He was greeted with trib- 
utes from the Prime Minister downwards. 

John Major made no secret of his en- 
thusiasm at the prospect of Mr Clark's re- 
turn to Parliament. “I think Alan Oark is 
an original and eveiyone in the House of 
Commons knows he's an original," he said. 
“He’ll bring a dash of colour. There’s a very 
shrewd, clever, intelligent politician re- 
turning to the Commons and of course I wel- 
come that.” 

Asked if there would be a place for Mr 
Clark in bis Cabinet after the election, the 
Prime Minister laughed and replied: “I'm 
not going to cany out my next government 
reshuffle now, but Tm delighted you ac- 
knowledge there’s going to be one after the 
election." 

Mr Clark said be would fight the election 
on the basis of the Conservative manifesto. 
He went on: “My past is an open book. 
Everyone knows about it. the Conservative 
Association knew- about it. and they still 
wanted me. Now it is up to the electorate 
to decide whether they want me as their MR" 

The former trade and industry minister 
said his wife was also enjoying the prospect 
of becoming an MFs wife again. 

Saturday Story, page 20 



Tests bring hope 
for MS victims 


Clare Gamer 

Prospects of helping the 1 00.000 
multiple sclerosis sufferers beat 
the debilitating disease will in- 
crease dramatically next week, 
with an announcement of the 
stan of clinical trials of a drugs 
cocktail made with an acid in 
Die! Coke, vitamins and an 
anti-depressant. 

Two hundred MS sufferers 
have volunteered to take part 
in the trials for what has been 
dubbed the Can Loder Treat- 
ment, named after a 35-ycar-old 
university lecturer who by ac- 
cident discovered the “cure”. 

Scotia Pharmaceuticals is 
funding six months of trials in 
five teaching hospitals. It expects 
to announce results within three 
years. At present, there are 
only treatments which modify 
the symptoms of MS. a pro- 
gressive illness from which 
100.000 Britons suffer. 

It is just over a year since Ms 
Loder shocked the nation with 
her story of how she defied the 
medical establishment. “One 
day I had been hardly able to 
walk without crutches: the next 
I was able to dance to Top of the 
Pops.” she said of Lhe miracu- 
lous event in 1994. More than 
two years on, she is stOJ taking 
the cocktail and reports no 
symptoms of MS. 

One of the five neurologists 
running the trials was bowled 
over by Ms Loder’s tale of dra- 
matic recovery on a television 
programme and in ber book. 
Standing in die Sunshine. “Like 
most neurologists, I am quite 


cynical about new treatments as 
there have been so many be- 
fore.” he said. “She [Ms Loder] 
is terribly unfair to doctors 
when she says that nobody’s 
going to take her seriously. It’s 
the treatment we have to take 
seriously. It's no good to us 
unless the patients report long- 
term benefit.” 

The neurologist, who pre- 
ferred not to be named, has pre- 
scribed the ingredients to some 
of his 700 patients. The results 
have been “mixed”. “My 
(again) cynical view is that it 
won't be as good as Cari Loder 
says. We know that if you give 
people with MS anti-depres- 
sants they fed better and there- 
fore can walk better." 

Ms Loder said last night: 
“As far as I’m concerned the 
medical profession and I are on 
the same side. We all want the 
same thing which is to establish 
the truth about the effectiveness 
of this treatment." She main- 


tains that it is a “treatment” not 
a “cure". 

The participants in the phase 
three trials have varying degrees 
of the disease. One group will 
be given a placebo amino acid 
and placebo anti-depressant 
plus the real vitamin B12. The 
other group will get the active 
anti-depressant, active amino 
acid and the real vitamin. 

Results of a survey on the 
subject have been published in 
the MS Society's magazine, MS 
M oners. Twen ty-one per cent of 
respondents had tried the treat- 
ment, of whom 62 per cent re- 
ported a positive change. 
Thirty-four per cent of those 
pleased with the effects said that 
they experienced “moderate" 
improvements to walking. 
Uventy-nine per cent reported 
a “very good" improvement 
emotionally. Twenty-nine per 
cent of those who tried the treat- 
ment said that their condition 
had worsened as a result 


An essential guide 
to safeguard 
your loved ones 

M any people assume importantly explains some 
that when they die, of the more confusing 
their wife or iareon associated with Wilis 


QUICKLY 


Light on Uday plot 

The gunmen who badly 
wounded Lftiay, Saddam 
Hussein's son, learned of 
his whereabouts through his 
best friend, it emerged 
yesterday, confirming The 
Independent's revelation about 
those involved in the assassi- 
nation plot. Rage 17 
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M any people assume 
that when they die, 
their wife or 
husband will automatically 
inherit all their money and 
possessions - but this is not 
always the case. 

If you are married, your 
property may not 
necessarily pass in its 
entirety to your husband or 
wife, unless you make a Will 
leaving him or her 
everything. If you are 
unmarried, none of your 
property will pass to 
your surviving partner 
unless you make a Will. 

If you die without leaving a 
Will, the law provides that 
certain relatives, including 
brothers, sisters, parents, 
cousins, aunts and uncles 
might be entitled to your 
estate. It leaves a horrible 
mess - at a time when the 
people you leave behind, and 
hoped to be able to support, 
are least able to cope. 

So, making a Will - and 
keeping it up to date - is 


Country ' .16 acutely vital if you 
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Travel 9-15 
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to ensure that the needs of 
your loved ones are catered 
for in the event of your 
death. 

Send for your 
free guide 

W WF-UK have 

published a free 
guide to Will 
making which oatlines, 
clearly, the issues you need 
to bear in mind when 
preparing a Will and 


importantly explains some 
of the more confusing 
jargon associated with Wills 
and bequests. 

It also describes bow you . 
can go about making a 
bequest to charity - in 
particular WWF-UK. 
Remember, having an out- 
of-date Will is little better 
than having no Will at all. 
This free booklet is 
essential reading if you care 
about your family and 
friends - it’s also important 
for your own peace of mind. 

• When yon marry, any 
Will yon made previously . 
may become null and void. 

• If yon divorce, any 
provision made for your 
previous spouse Is 
cancelled. 

• The birth of a child or 
a death in the family 
could mean yon should 
amend an existing Will. 

• A significant increase 
or reduction in the 
value of your personal 
assets co old require an 
amendment to any 
existing WilL 

• If yon die without 
leaving a Will and yon 
have no relatives, your 
entire estate will go to 
the government. 

So, for your free Guide to 
Will making please call 
01483 426445 or write to 
Sally Burrowes, Legacies 
Offices WWBUK, FREEPOST, 
Panda House, Godalmjng 
Surrey GU7 1BR. Please 
also remember to quote 
reference IN 24 









news 


SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 1997 * THE INDEPENDENT 






Traffic Bill clears crucial 
hurdle in Commons 

Proposed new laws to cut road traffic in Britain’s towns and cities 

tonfk yesterday. The Private Member's Bffi 
introduced by the Liberal rVmnrr.i \sn> r^w. . — 


^ W ’ ^ bl11 compel local councils to draw up 
f °F Joeing traffic, or to curb the extensive growth in 
traffic which is expected across the country over the next 30 years. 

but welcomed by the transport minister John Witts 

twt even with his backing it will struggle to pass through both 
chambere before the election. The WQ is backed by the Green 
t?* Vn ^ ymru ^ Friends of the Earth. • 

^The bul could help cut congestion, pollution, noise and the 
consequent stress and damage to health. Mr Foster said; “If we can 
ao something about these problems we can save lives, improve the 
en ^ r ^n? ent ^ 5376 ^ on pounds for the nation,” he said. 

A CBI statement warned there were “major flaws" in the bilL It 
was unrealistic unless more money was invested in the transport 
network and inflexible because it imposed statutory traffic targets 
Fields of history, page 5 Nicholas Schoon 

Britons charged over huge drugs ring 

Seven Britons, alleged to have helped organise a £100m racket to 
market heroin, cocaine, ecstasy and hashish across Europe, were 
yesterday remanded in custody by a Dutch court. They were 
arrested last October when Dutch police seized £75 m -worth of 
cocaine stashed inside aluminium ingots. They will face separate 
trials on 9 and 10 April. . ^ 

The defendants include a Liverpool man, Curtis Warren, 32, 
once dubbed “Target One” by Literpol. Also in the dock is Stephen 
Mee, 3o, from Liverpool, who is wanted in Britain and a third 
defendant, Ray Nolan, 28, who is also sought by British police 
peother British defendants who wfll stand trial in April are 
John Farrell, 34, from Manchester, Stephen Whitehead from 

RUeyf™ FiBgera,a - 5S - from Uve 'P° o1 ' “ d 47 - 

Walkway on site of West house 

The site of 25 Cromwell Street. Gloucester, home of the serial 
killeis Rosemary and Fred West, is to become a landscaped 
walkway. Gloucester City Council has decided on the plan after 
months of public consultation. The process involved interviews 
with victims' relatives and local residents in Cromwell Street, 
neighbouring Wellington Street and St Michael's Square. 

Victory for Barclay twins 

The millionaire twins, David and Frederick Barclay, have won an 
appeal ina French court for “public slander” damages against the 
Observer journalist John Sweeney arising out of a British radio 
broadcast last July. 

A court in Rennes ordered Mr Sweeney to pay damages of 
£2,200 to the twins after being judged to have acted “in bad faith" 
towards the Barclays during a BBC Radio Guernsey interview. The 
BBC and John Birt, its director general, were cleared of ail blame. 

Care around-the-clock 

Britain's first 24-hour nursery is to open after a flood of inquiries 
from parents who work night shifts. The nursery in Goldthora Hill, 
Wolverhampton, plans to make the move at the end of March. 

"We have had quite a few inquiries and we're going to give it a 
go and see what the uptake is," said Muriel Williams, the nursery’s 
director. “It’s basically for people who work nights, like nurses and 
residential home workers." 


Peter Graf outside court yesterday and (right) his daughter Steffi 


Steffi distances 
herself from sins 
of the father 


2.J. 

__ Asvnsr/zy 


M osS 
MGHTS , 


"v 


Hunt for killer of girl, 2 

Detectives yesterday launched a murder inquiry following the 
discovery of the body of a two-and-a-half-year-old girl. 

Pblice said a post mortem examination was carried out on the 
youngster who was found dead at her home in the Meadows area 
of Nottingham yesterday. 

Three adults are currently helping police with their inquiries but 
police Imve revealed no further details of the discovery of the body 
or whether the people being questioned are related to the child. 

Boy attacked by gang at school 

A 14-ycar-oId boy was seriously ill in hospital last night after he 
was attacked at school with an iron bar or machete. The vouth was 
«t upon by a gang of four or five people at Kidbrookc School in 
tun am. south-east London, as children were making their way 
home. He suffered head injuries and was taken to the Royal 
London Hospital in east London where his condition was serious. 

» n Inc day. a teacher at King Edward VII school in 
bhefncld was threatened with a stiver pistol when he asked three 
youths who were not pupils ai the school to leave. Louise Jury 


S teffi Grafs father was 
sentenced to jail for three 
years yesterday for tax eva- 
sion, but the judge declared the 
tennis star innocent A court in 
Mannheim, southern Germany, 
ruled that “no active participation 
. by Steffi Graf" in the withholding 
of DM1 9.2m (£7.1 m) from the 
state could be established. 

Although foe public prosecutor 
is appealing against the sen- 
tence, the verdict is likely to re- 
main unchallenged, ending the 
tennis star's two-year ordeal. Pe- 
ter Graf was given a total of three 
years and nine months. 

In practice, Grafs incarcera- 
tion is likely to be a great deal 
shorter, and more comfortable, 
than foe 16 months he had spent 


in custody before being released 
on bail last year, taking that into 
consideration, he will be up for 
parole in just over seven months. 

He can expect leniency from a 
court deeply impressed with his 
reforming ways. Graf, aged 58, 
has given up drink and drugs, 
and is no longer consorting with 
prostitutes. 

He was not really an evil man, 
foe judges conceded, but more 
of an imbecile. "Graf did not want 
to delegate," said Joachim PI ass, 
foe judge. “He wanted to keep 
things In his own hands. He 
wanted to be better than 
renowned experts." 

That he wasn't is obvious from 
his hare-brained schemes to hide 
Ms Grafs earnings by stuffing 


Bereaved 
family to sue 
suspect 
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The family of a young 
doctor strangled more 
than two years ago are 
taking foe rare legal step 
of suing her suspected 
murderer for damages. 

Lawyers for the family 
of Joan Francisco hope 
that foe claim, for the as- 
sault and battery that led 
to her death, will result in 
a finding by a civil court 
that Tony Diedrick, the 
suspect committed foe 
killing. 

The action is being 
brought by Dr Francis- 
co's sisters, Margaret 
and Celia, following a de- Joan Frs 
cision by the Crown 
Prosecution Service that 
there was insufficient evidence for a 
prosecution. 

Dr Francisco, a 27-year-old gynae- 
cologist and obstetrician, was found 
strangled m her flat in north London, 
on Boxing Day 1994. 

A police inquiry revealed that she 
had been the victim of a stalker, but 
the inquiry was hampered by the lack 
of a witness and forensic evidence. 

Karen Thatcher, the family's solici- 



Joan Francisco: Civil suit could net £50,000 


tor, said: “We hope that during the 
course of these proceedings more 
evidence may emerge which will re- 
sult in the CPS reviewing the case." 

In contrast to a criminal prosecu- 
tion where an accused can remain 
silent. Mr Diedrick, 37, from Maida 
vale, north-west London, has little op- 
tion but to mourn a defence and give 
evidence. The damages clam could 
be worth up to £50,000. i 

Patricia Wynn Davies 


them in bags and sending them 
on a tour of exotic offshore des- 
tinations. His companies in the 
Netherlands and foe Dutch An- 
tilles were transparent tax- 
dodges. 

His debt to society should be 
cleared by the end of foe year, 
but on foe personal front further 
strife lies ahead. Ms Grafi, who 
used to be inseparable from her 
fafoer-cum-coach-cum-manager, 
appears to have little desire for a 
reunion. Yesterday she heard foe 
news in Melbourne, where she 
had been convalescing from in- 
jury, and boarded the first aircraft 
heading for Tokyo. Germany may 
be prepared to forgive foe sins of 
foe father, but his family wQI not 
Imre Karacs 


Worsthorne 
set to return 

Sir Peregrine Worsthorne, 
who was sacked from foe 
Sunday telegraph earlier this 
month after 44 years at Tele- 
graph newspapers, is to 
transfer his talents to foe 
Daily Telegraph and The 
Spectator. 

The action follows concern 
expressed by Conrad Black, 
the owner of all three, after 
| 73-year-old Mr Worsthorne 
was dropped from his column 
without warning by foe editor, 
Dominic Uwson, who wanted 
a new writer. “Dominic simply 
came back and said he didn't 
want me,” Sir Peregrine re- 
ported after he opened his 
letter of dismissal. “I am ap- 
palled." 

He is now to pen a monthly 
"Peregrine Worsthorne Es- 
say" in foe Daily Telegraph 
and will also write a bi-month- 
ly column for The Spectator. 

Yesterday the magazine's 
editor, Frank Johnson, reject- 
ed suggestions that foe jobs 
had been given to foe veteran 
former editor under pressure 
from their proprietor. 

“Not at ail. It would have 
happened anyway," he said. 




ENERGY 

Waste of power prompts 
campaign for efficiency 

Each British household wastes £278 a year by Ming to install ener- 
gy sa ving -measures and appliances, according to a study yesterday. 
The results, released to coincide with a £4m television and press ad- 
vertising campaign called Energy Efficiency, mean a total of £63bn 
is thrown away annually. - 

The initiative brings together manufacturers, re tail ere, bunders 
merchants, installers, and trade and consumer groups under the 
direction of the independent government-funded Energy Saving 
Trust A special logo wfll be used whenever consumers must make 
an energy-using decision, such as new heating or loft insulation, to 
indicate energy efficient and technologically advanced products. 

Energy Saving Trust chief executive Dr Eoin Lees said: “ 
Consumers found the subject of energy efficiency confusing and 
wanted a truly independent signposting scheme to help them make 
their purchasing decisions. ' 

“Anyone buying a product, service or measure where they see 
the Energy Efficiency symbol can be confident that it will 
incorporate the latest technology, enabling them to save money on 
their energy bills.” 

For more information you can call the campaign hotline on0j4? -77 
200 or write to Energy Efficiency, c/o Inteimark, Aylesbury Rd. Thame, 
Oxon , OX3 3PG ’ Glenda Cooper 

PRIVATISATION 

Tarmac pays back £22m on sell-off 

The building firm Tarmac Construction is to pay the Government 
more th an £22m in an adjustment after the privatisation of PSA 
Projects. The Secretary of State for the Environment, John 
Gummed said in a Commons written reply that the payment 
comprised £19,921,177 pins interest. 

PSA Projects provided design and project management for 
mqjor government construction schemes. 

Mr Gammer said that when PSA was sold in December 1992, 
Tfermac was paid £49.6m as compensation for Future losses and 
commercial risk, and to provide funds for a pension fond 
contribution, investment and working capital. His department 
retained £55m of pre-sale trade debts which were all collected. In 
addition to the payment of £49.6m, Thrmac received £10.5m for net 
liabilities transferred with PSA Projects. 

He said that under the terms of the sale, this sum was subject to 
adjustment following details of PSA Projects-' net asset position at 
the point of sale. Mr Gammer said an independent expert had now 
reported on the asset position and calculated the payment due. 

EDUCATION 

Museums miss out on teaching 

TWo-thirds of all museums in Britain make little or no special : 
provision for education and fewer than a quarter employ an 
education specialist, according to a government-commissioned 
report published yesterday. 

The study, A Common Wealth: Museums and Learning in the 
United Kingdom, reveals that the UK's 1,700 registered museums 
could do much more to develop their educational work, even 
though many have made efforts to e nhan ce their provision over the 
last decade. m 

David Anderson, author of the report and head of education at 
the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, proposes National 
Lottery money should be used to fund the development of museum 
education. The study, commissioned by the Department of 
National Heritage, also says each museum should employ a 
specialist educator, and recommends the establishment of a 
parliamentary standing committee on museum education. 

A Common Wealth, five. Department of National Heritage Public 
Inquiry Point, 2-4 Cockspur Street, London, SW1Y5DH. Lucy Ward 
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FOOD 


Should genetfcajy nwt&fled 
food be de veloped? 

. Yes No Don't know 

Denmark 16 65 20 


Woidd yoa eat it? 


Yes No Don't know I 



31 51 


I my 3 7 44 20 

Nethertamls ia 49 33 

Sweden 12 76 12 

Awwaoe 22 59 20 


Danrart 22 63 

Franca 12 76 

SB 28 53 

tiafr 19 65 

Netberfands 8 65 

Sweden 14 78 

Average 17 67 


Europeans reject genetic products 

Enrop f 8115 stro “g*J opposed to genetically 
WaDt Cfear tabeUU, 8 to identif y ^ according 

people ™ *** deferent countries were interviewed 
MORJ/Greeapeace poll about whether they supportSe^* 

ftSSE? 0f !T* lcal,y food andiffoy wuoideat iL 
IXSS *JK Cenl op P° sed development with 
Danes coming out most strongly. The Swedes 
” engineered food. 

51 Der ° f “ OSt P osidve attitudes with only 

? PP ° 5in « development. It was also the ^ 
country found to be most happy to eat transgenic food. A recent 
campaq^by Greenpeace warned at pre^S- StoS? 
en^neered soya from entering Britain 
A separate survey in Germany found that 95per cent of 
^SJSL2?* d f" 1 2? at0,y UbeUin S of thesefoods. 

SOONorth Thud Street Suite 208, Fairfield Iowa 52556 Unitd States. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recyded paper made up 41.2% of 
the raw material for UK newsDauere 
in the first half of 1996 


Early birds 
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Cathy Eastwood and Alexander, her six-month -old son, at her west London home with a packet of Milumil, the preparation which is 
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SUNDAY EVENING 26 JANUARY 


CINF.WOKLD WAKEFIELD 
CLVEWOKLD STEVENAGE 
ODEON BOURNEMOITK 
ODEON BIRMINGHAM 
ODEON BROMBOROVGH 
ODEON CAP CAR DILI' 
ODEON HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
ODEON LIVERPOOL 
ODEON NOTTINGHAM 
ODEON PLYMOUTH 
ODEON SHEFFIELD 
ODEON STOKE 
ODEON TAUNTON 
• ODEON WIMBLEDON 
SHOWCASE BIRMINGHAM 


SHOWCASE BRISTOL 
SHOWCASE COVENTRY 
SHOWCASE GIA SGOW 
SHOWCASE LEEDS 
SHOWCASE M A NCH ESTER 
S; i O'VC ASK NOTTINGHAM 
SHOWCASE READING 
S f I owe A SI : STO CKTON 
UC1 BRACKNELL 
UCI EDINBURGH 
UCI LEE VALLEY 
YU GATESHEAD 
LG HIGH WYCOMBE 
UCI MILTON KEYNES 
UCI POOLE 


UCI PORTSMOUTH 
UCI PRESTON 
UCI SHEFFIELD 
UCI SUTTON 
UCI SWANSEA 
UCI THURROCK 
VIRGIN BEDFORD 
VIRGIN BIRMINGHAM 
VIRGIN CHESTER 
VIRGIN EASTBOURNE 
VIRGIN GLOUCESTER 
VIRGIN NORTHAMPTON 
VIRGIN SLOUGH 

VIRGIN STAPLES CORNER 


VIRGIN STOCKPORT 
VIRGIN SWINDON 
WARNER ACTON 
WARNER BASINGSTOKE 
WARNER BURY 
WARNER CROYDON 
WARNER DAGENHAM 
WARNER FINCHLEY 
WARNER HARROW 
WARNER LEICESTER 
WARNER NEWCASTLE 
WARNER WATFORD 
WARNER YORK 
WARNER SHEFFIELD 


STARTS AT CINEMAS ACROSS THE COUNTRY FROM FRIDAY JANUARY 31 
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Baby milk linked to salmonella 


Parents swamp help 
line after team at 
laboratory finds rare 
strain of bacterium 


Michael Streeter 


Thousands of worried parents called a spe- 
cial helpline yesterday after a popular brand 
of baby-milk powder was linked with a rare 
form of salmonella. 

Packets of Milupa's MSumD for Hungrier 
Babies, which is fed to around 25.00U in- 
fants in the United Kingdom, were cleared 
from supermarkets, comer shops and 
chemists after the Department of Health 
issued an urgent food-hazard warning. 

The company, which is now owned by the 
Dutch Nutricia firm, stopped production 
of the brand al its factory in Colmar, France, 
which exports the powder solely to the 
United Kingdom and the Irish Republic. 

Helen Messenger, the corporate-affairs 
manager for Milupa. said that the 45 lines 
to their help centre in Trowbridge. Wilt- 
shire, were constantly in use from parents. 
■■We’ve had a few thousands calls so far." 
The company said it had been co- 
operating fully with the Department of 
Health after being notified of the problem 
on Thursday and was launching its own in- 
vestigation to see where any infection 
may have started. 

Dennis Segal, the managing director, 
said: -The company would like to stress that 
its rigorous testing procedures at the fac- 
tory have never shown the slightest sign of 
contamination" 

Parents have been told not to use any of 
the powdered milk, which comes in 45<lg 
and 900g packets, and to throw away any 
old scaups used in preparing the milk. 

The Deportment of Health has also 
urged anyone anxious about the health of 
their child oiler using the powder, and who 
may have symptoms of a gastric infection, 
to contact a health visitor or their GP. 

Of the 12 children in Scotland. Yorkshire, 
the Midlands and the south-east who suf- 
fered from the rare salmonella ana turn in- 
fection between last October and earlier 
this month, two were taken to hospital and ' 
only one was detained. AH the infants, most 
of whom are aged under six months, have 
now recovered. 

The potential link with the milk powder 
was discovered by scientists at the Public 
Health Laboratory Service. This form of 
salmonella normally only occurs in adult 
cases about 50 times a year. 

Examining the 12 cases against a control 
group of well children, scientists found that 
at least JO of those ill bad used Milumil, 
against just three or four in the control 
group. 

At a Whitehall press conference yes- 
terday the.Chief MedicaLQfficer, Sir Ken- 
neth Caiman, said: -The evidence was 
sufficiently strong in relation to this par- 
ticularly vulnerable group - infants under 
six months - for us to withdraw the prod- 
uct.” The Public Health Laboratory Ser- 
vice will continue to search for any actual 
trace of the infection in the powder. 

A spokeswoman for the Public Health 
Laboratory Service said the advice to par- 
ents was to be vigilant, but not to panic. 
Though the strain of salmonella was rare, 
it was not one of the most dangerous. 

The powder is sold under the name Mi- 
lumil for Hungrier Bottle-Fed Babies, a ca- 
sein or curd-based milk substitute. 

The product has around 5 per cent of the 
market, with sales between £6m and £7m 
a year. 

Milupa has a 9.5 per cent share of the 
overall UK milk-powder market. 

Yesterday’s scare was seized on by crit- 
ics of the milk-powder industry in the UK. 

Pattic Randall, the international co-or- 
dinator of Baby MOk Action, wants Britain 


to follow some Scandinavian countries in 
banning promotion of the products. Such 
countries had far higher instances of 
breast-feeding, said Ms RundalL who 
added that children fed on bottles were 
up Lo 10 times more likely to suffer gastro- 
enteritis than breast-fed children, with 
big knock-on costs to the health service. 

Labour's consumer affairs spokesman. 
Nigel Griffiths, attacked what he said ap- 
peared Jo be an “unacceptable” lapse in 
standards^ and called for more random 
checking of batches of milk powders. '• 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 
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J in the scare 


ws fees 


The benefits of breast-milk over 
artificial feeds are indisputable - 
and widely acknowledged by the 
manufacturers of infant formula: 

■ Human breast-milk and formula 
feeds both contain essential 
nutrients In similar proportions. 
But breast-milk supplies these 


nutrients in a blend which is 
perfect for a human child. 

■ Breast-milk contains important 
antibodies and white blood cells 
which protect an Infant from 
infection, particularly while Its 
own immune system is immature. 

■ Doctors, midwives and health 
visitors advise against bottle- 


feeding except when the mother 
finds herself unable to breast- 
feed, or if she does not produce 
enough milk. 

■ However, the medical 
profession reassures mothers 
that they should not regard 
themselves as failures if they do 
not breast-feed. 


4 The company 
involved and the DoH 
have acted quickly 5 


Rosemary Dodds, policy research offi- 
cer al the National Childbirth Trust, said 
the scare would add to parents' concerns 
over using powdered baby milk, particularly 
in view of recent questions raised over the 
presence of phthalates in some brands. 

Ms Dodds also said it showed it was time 
for large baby-food manufacturers lo start 
switching resources away from "inappro- 
priate marketing" policies to encourage 
women in the Thud World to use powdered 
milk, towards better quality control. 


Ms Dodds added that Milupa had been 
criticised in a recent report by the In- 
ternational Formula Monitoring Group 
for adopting bad practices in relation to 
marketing its formulas, particularly in 
Poland. 

A spokeswoman for the Royal College 
of Nursing praised the Department of 
Health's handling of the scare. 

"On this occasion, both the company in- 
volved and the DoH seem to have acted 
quickly to make sure that health profes- 
sionals have the information they need so 
that parents know what action to take." 

There was a big scare in May last year 
when nine brands of infant feed tested by 
the Ministry of Agriculture were found to 
contain phLhalatcs. 

These are chemicals used in plastics and 
packaging and which in animal tests have 
been found to reduce fertility. 

The helpline number is: 0345 623600. 


Tory moderates pour scorn 
on breakaway party claim 


Anthony Bevins 

FWItical Editor 


ten 3 


Rerived reports that up to 40 
Conservative MPs are plotting 
to break away, form a new par- 
ty, and back a Blair government 
on Europe, were roundly 
repudiated last night 
While moderate Tory sources 
did not want to be identified, 
suspects told The Inde - 
u that it would be foolish 
to gjve up the fight for the soul 
Of the Conservative Party, even 
if a rigfat-winger such as Michael 
Bortillq succeeded John Major 
as leader of the Opposition in 
ttcC omm ims. 

JTbe one certainty shared by 
QxtthErative MPs from the left 
shSi^ht of the party this week 
wasffiat Mr Major is “heading 
a Stunning defeat” in the 
goteraL election. 

T^iereis also a well-founded 
®rifcqciOn on the Tory right that 
thBre.ooold be as many as 20 
Conservative MPs in the new 
^fiament who would indeed 
support Tony Blair in Commons 
v Otes on European issues — as 
Labour MPs backed the Heath 
government on Europe in 1972. 

Far the moment, they draw 
fite fine at that, and no Con- 
Sttiaiive MP yesterday reeog- 
Btsed the name of the 
^Ospiracy party, the European 
9 en w®atSi let alone specula- 
tion that Michael Heseltine or 
Kgoneth Clarke might lead 
“fctn into a political wilderness. 
f la rge-scale political re- 
a %nnent, with the right of 


the Labour Party joining forces 
with the Tory left and Paddy 
Ashdown’s Dberal Democrats 
to form a new centre-ground 
party would, however, be a 
more attractive prospect. There 
is no question of that happen- 
ing, if Labour wins the election. 
However, a fifth Labour defeat 
would be so traumatic that 
anything could happen. 

Yesterday's reports - in the 
Mail and Sun — were built on the 
assumption of a Labour win and 
a Portillo takeover of the Tories. 
“Asto nishin g”, “ludicrous”. 


“garbage" were some of the 
gentlest responses from those 
who would knew if there was a 
plot taking place. 

Certainly, the Tory moder- 
ates, or “wets" as they were so 
scornfully dubbed by Margaret 
Thatcher, would hope that Mr 
Clarke or Mr Heseliine would 
lead the resistance against a 
Tory lurch to the right. “But we 
would not give up the fight so 
easily.' They saw no reason why 
thej* should leave their parti-, 
"gift- wrapped" for Portillo, 
Redwood or Howard. 


One Cabinet source said that 
while Redwood or How-ard 
would be unacceptable to the 
moderates, he saw no reason 
why they could not “do busi- 
ness" with Portillo. Another 
Cabinet source said he 
“shuddered" at the thought. 

But the death wish was run- 
ning strong yesterday. One 
leading moderate backbencher 
said: “For the country’s sake. 
Labour has got to win. From the 
European viewpoint, the coun- 
try needs a Labour victory.” 

A Euro-sceptic said it was as- 
sumed that a significant num- 
ber of his colleagues would 
help a Labour Government get 
European legislation through 
the Commons. “The old coali- 
tions are breaking down," he 
said. 

However, yesteiday’s reports 
went further, saying that the 
Tory moderates would only 
back Mr Blair on condition 
that he gave them proportion- 
al representation, thus ensuring 
dial they survived a further 
election. 

One source said that it could 
not be assumed that all his 
moderate colleagues would 
back PR. He thought that about 
half of the 50 MPs in the hard- 
core Macleod Group might 
favour electoral reform, but by 
□n means all of them. 

“As for a split," he said, “I 
can't honestly see it happening. 
The SDP failed lo break the 
mould, and we must keep the 
Conservative Party united for as 
long as possible." 
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•CHNOLOGICAL ADVANCE IN AUTOMOTI^ ENGINEERING: 
A SHE THROUGH WINDSCREEN. 
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THIS COULD SPELL THE END FOR THAT OTHER GREAT INVENTION. 

The d,rtv old rag. Because in winter, Vectras fitted with air conditioning or climate 

control systems wipe out steam and condensation. They work by dehumidifying 
the air (hot or cold > inci.-k. 
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Battles renewed on the fields of history 


Honiton protesters 
on pub break as 
camp is destroyed 


Ian BurreK 

After spending hvo-and-a-hidf years 
creating an elaborate network nf un- 
derground tunnels and tree-top 
houses, one or Britain’s hardiest 
groups of anti-road protesters was 
undone bv the lure of the local pub. 

While the demonstrators were 
supping a beer after the arrival of 
their benefits payments, a small 
army of contractors was systemati- 
cally dismantling the Fairmilc camp 
on the A3U. near Exeter. 

A handful of protesters were yes- 
terday holding out against eviction 
in underground tunnels, as Trevor 
Coleman, the Devon under-sheriff, 
called a press conference at the camp 
to herald the success of his militaiy- 
style operation. 

"Catching them by surprise has 
been an enormous advantage." he 
said. “There were very few" in the 
camp - they were. I believe, down 
the pub. We found on-site only 20 
or 3u people - it was an enormous 
advantage." 

He said that clearing the last pro- 
testers from the Fairmfle site - the 
third and last camp blocking the road 
- might lake three days. Fifteen pro- 
testers left the site or were evicted 
during the night and seven others 
were arrested. 

As Mr Coleman spoke, a team of 
48 specialist contractors continued 
efforts to remove five protesters 
from a network of tunnels and about 
15 to 20 more from a dozen tree 
houses where they had stayed 
overnight 

The site was cordoned off and to- 
day 120 security guards and more 
than 100 extra police moved in. 

The key to the underground evic- 
tion operation was the main tunnel, 
which the experts would not be able 
to inspect until it had been shored 
up. said Mr Coleman. 

“We understand the tunnels are 
not weli shored,” he said. “We are 
proceeding slowly and carefully 
because we want to make sure the 
protesters are safe." 

Earlier, Mr Coleman said the op- 
eration involved Britain’s first ma- 


jor tunnelling eviction. Air had been 
supplied to those underground, said 
Mr Coleman, who added: “As far as 
we know they arc fine." 

Ground radar was being used to 
survey the tunnels and tunnelling ex- 
perts were linked by video to col- 
leagues on the surface. 

Mr Coleman said the timing of the 
operation had taken the protesters 
“totally by surprise". 

“They are demoralised. 1 ’ he said. 
“We have caught them three times 
now - 1 call that a hat-trick." 

He was referring to the nine-hour 
clearance of the nearby Trolheim 
camp on 12 January and the swift re- 
moval of a handful of protesters from 
the AUervombe camp a few miles 
away on 27 December. 

As climbing specialists began 
scaling the first three lOUft beech 
trees on the site and began demol- 
ishing "twiglno" dwellings, two pro- 
testers clambered into the topmost 
branches. 

The first protester, named as 
Tom, to be brought down on rope was 
arrested for obstruction and led 
away in handcuffs. 

In another of the trees, protester 
Kate provoked laughter all round as 
she tried to put off one of the climb- 
ing contractors by tickling him as he 
scaled the branches. 

The three camps were built over 
a two-and-a-half year period to op- 
pose a 13-mile road improvement 
scheme between Exeter and Honi- 
ton in Devon. 

The scheme is part of a 65-mile 
improvement of the A30 and A35 be- 
tween Exeter and Bere Regis, 
Dorset. 

The protesters say the road will 
destroy ancient trees and animal 
habitats, blight the countryside 
and increase air and noise 
pollution. 

Protester Ed admitted yesterday: 
“Some of us were caught by surprise 
- 1 was in the pub myself with three 
others, and others had left 
previously.” 

Asked whether the under-sheriff's 
tactic had worked, he said: “U did 
make a bit of difference." 



Tewkesbury tom 
between homes 
and its heritage 
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Down to earth: A climbing contractor removing a protester from the tree-tops Photograph: Ffeter Macctiarmid 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

Fields on which Edward TV routed 
the Lancastrians at the Battle of 
Tewkesbury in one of the decisive en- 
gagements of the Wars of the Ros- 
es could soon disappear under a rash 
of executive homes. 

Opposition to a plan to build 77 
houses on what experts believe to be 
the epicentre of the battle on 4 May 
1471 is gathering force, marshalled 
by 15th-century re-enactment 
groups. 

Tewkesbu iv Borough Council is in 
the dilemma" of following its plan, 
which earmarks the Gastons area for 
housing, or acknowledging the 
significance of Lhe battlefield in at- 
tracting visitors to the Gloucester- 
shire town, which each sumnre^ 
venue for one of the biggest medieval 
festivals, when the battle is re- 
enacted. 

David Cubbage, of the Compan- 
ions of the Black Bear, the organis- 
ers of the festival, said: “We know 
you cannot preserve everything, but 
the battlefield has already been 
eroded by housing. What is left was 
Lhe centre of the action.” 

Tewkesbury was a crushing defeat 
for the Lancastrians under Margaret 
of .Anjou. The place where many of 
her fleeing soldiers were slaughtered 
by Lhe Yorkists is still known as 
Bloody Meadow (not part of the 
building site). The 17-year-old Lan- 
castrian Prince Edward was killed. 
Queen Margaret was imprisoned and 
her husband, Henry VI. executed. 

One of her commanders. Lord 
Wenlock, suffered a grislier end. Ac- 
cording to one chronicler, the re- 
treating Duke of Somerset 
denounced WfenJock as a traitor, took 
up his axe and “strake y braynes out 
of his hedde". 

Bryant Homes Mercia Ltd, of 
Droitwieh, want to build the hous- 
es on land owned by the Tewkesbury 
Grammar School Trust Most would 
be three-bedroom detached bouses. 

English Heritage may join the re- 
enactment groups and residents in 
opposing the planning application. 



The site is included on English 
Heritage's Battlefield Register, 
which, although it has no statutoiy 
backing, stresses the importance of 
their preservation - not least as the 
last resting place of thousands of un- 
known soldiers, nobles and com- 
moners alike. 

“If, as Winston Churchill wrote, 
battles are ‘Lhe punctuation marks 
of history', then battlefields are the 
fragmentary pages on which those 
punctuation marks were written in 
blood,” states the register. 

Objections are pouring in to the 
planning office at Tewkesbury and 
councillors are not expected to con- 
sider the application until March. 
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Bloody end: The death of 
Prince Edward at Tewkesbury 

Bryant Homes said it was work- 
ing with the council to "preserve the 
history of the site". 

An interpretation centre would be 
provided at the company's expens- 
es, including a “battle trail", and an 
archaeological investigation would 
be carried out. 

But such palliatives are unlikely 
to have much effect Kay Rouse, of 
the Medieval Siege Society, said a 
piece of the real history of England 
would be lost - “not a stately home 
you pay £10 to get in to but the his- 
tory of the English people. And to 
add insult to injury, they'll probably 
give us an Anjou Close." 


IF YOU’RE GOING TO BUY A 
PENSION, MAKE SURE IT’S ONE OF 
THE BEST ON THE MARKET. 
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The effect of charges (£) 
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Source Planned Savings s m vq* gficgnbrconnMn irhh frafi u personal pcflrioQ pin*, 1974-1996 


Choosing a personal pension plan is not an easy task. 
Superficially many plans can look similar, so what 
factors should you consider when making your 
choice? 

Price, performance and flexibility are perhaps the key 
indicators that will enable you to differentiate the 
wheat from the chaff. 

PRICE 

All companies are now required to disclose to 
potential buyers the cost of investments such as 
personal pension plans. Comparing the charges made 
by different companies can be quite revealing. 

The chart above left compares the effect of the 
charges made by various companies to recoup such 
costs as commission, remuneration and administration 
for a £200 pm, 20 year regular contribution with- 


profits personal pension plan. Source: Money 
Management, October 1996. 

Not only are the effects of The Equitable’s charges 
the lowest of the companies surveyed, but also the 
effects of our charges are almost half the average. 

PERFORMANCE 

For more than 20 years the industry journal. Planned 
Savings, has monitored the investment performance 
of regular contribution with-profits personal pension 
p lans maturing over different time periods. 

Of the 52 performance tables published since surveys 
began in 1974, The Equitable has appeared in the top 
ten on no less than 43 occasions. 

That consistency of performance covering two 
decades is unmatched by any other company. 


Past performance is no guarantee of future 
performance. 

FLEXIBILITY 

With an Equitable Personal Pension Plan you may 
vary your contributions without penalty. If you have to 
stop paying contributions your existing benefits are 
unaffected. So we don’t tie you to specific 
contributions and provided the minimum 
contribution is made you may invest what you want 
when you want. Additionally, if you retire earlier or 
later than planned, there’s no penalty Ybur benefits 
will be the same as if you had chosen that date at the 
outset. 

So, if you would like to learn more about The 
Equitable Personal Pension Plan by post and by 
telephone, return the coupon or call 
(0990) 38 48 58. 

www.equitable.co.uk 
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Tct The Equaabic Life. FREEPOST, MWion Sam, Aylesbury, Bads HP21 7BR. 

I valid welcome delate on The Equitable's pension plain. 

1 am xlf employed □ 

I am an employe dm in a company pension idwie □ INCM7A 


NAME (MiAia/Mks) . 
ADDRESS 
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Research 


funds go 


to elite 


colleges 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Elite universities in Britain are 
moving closer to an Ameri- 
ca n-style Ivy League, after gov- 
eminent advisers decided to 
give them their biggest ever 
share of research funds. 

In the United States, the Ivy 
League colleges receive pro- 
portionally far more research 
money than less prestigious in- 
stitutions. 

Leaders of the quango which 
distributes university funds in 
the UK have agreed that de- 
partments awarded top ratings 
of five or five stars in last 
month's research assessment 
will receive three or four times 
os much money as those rated 
average. 

Grade one/two departments, 
concentrated in the former 
polytechnics, will receive none 
of the £680m research funding. 
Four years ago only depart- 
ments rated one received noth- 
ing. 

Alice Frost, policy analyst at 
the Higher Education Funding 
Council, which distributes the 
money said: “It is more selec- 
tive because more money is go- 
ing to top-rated departments ... 
we think it recognises world 
class excellence." 

Only 20 universities have 10 
or more five or five star de- 
partments - those with research 
of world class standard. The list 
includes Oxford, Cambridge 
UCL, Bristol, Sheffield, Birm- 
ingham, Manchester and Im- 
perial College. 

More departments have been 
rated five and five star this 
time than in 1992. To ensure 
that dons in these departments 
receive the same level of fund- 
ing as before, the amount of 


money for less successful de- 
partments has been squeezed 

Some former polytechnics, 
such as Staffordshire, de Mont- 
fort and Liverpool John 
Moores, have a comparatively 
high number of departments 
rated too. These departments 
will be eligible for money from 
a special fund but the amounts 
involved are expected to be 
small. 

Ms Frost said the former 
polytechnics would get more 
money overall because there 
ratings bad improved but the 
gap between the top and the 
bottom would be wider. The . 
same was true of the older 
institutions. j 

The exercise has brought to , 
the fore the old rivalry be- 1 
tween Oxford and Cambridge. 1 
Oxford may benefit most be- j 
cause it has a higher proportion i 
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of five star departments than 
Cambridge. Oxford chose to en- 
ter a small proportion of its aca- 
demics than some other top 
universities such as Cambridge, 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics and Warwick in the 
hope that it would achieve ' 
higher ratings. , 

A spokesman for the Com- 1 
mittee of Vice-Chancellors said: j 
“It is a pity that there is not 
enough money to bring on 
more people in research but, if 
we have to be selective, it is bet- 
ter to concentrate the money 
than spreading it more evenly.” 

A spokesman for de Mont- 
fort University said that it was 
pleased with its progress in the 
research ratings. “We want to 
compete on equal terms with 
everyone else, though it would 
be nice if we had research fund- 
ing for 35 or 40 years like some 
of the universities we are com- 
peting with." 


Helping hand: Labour social security spokeswoman Harriet Harman at a residential home in west London yesterday Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Lone parent plan stolen, say Tories 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The Prime Minister yesterday 
accused Tony Blair of adopting 
copycat tactics and “jackdaw 
tendencies”, picking op Tory- 
style plans to eacourage lone 
parents to move from welfare 
to work. 

Well before the Labour 
leader had even left Britain for 
Amsterdam, where he was due 
to make a speech last night on 
“The 21st Century Welfare 
State”, the Conservatives and 
Liberal Democrats moved in to 
mock Mr Blair's pledges. 

Mr Major said in his Hunt- 
ingdon constituency: '“From 


what 1 know of what he plans 
to say. the policy of after-school 
dubs for children has been our 
policy for some time, and we 
have devoted many tens of mil- 
lions of pounds to it . , . 

Tm afraid this is another ex- 
ample of the jackdaw tenden- 
cy in the Labour Party- that if 
we leave a good policy lying 
about they wfll certainly scoop 
it up, shine it brightly and claim 
it as another brand new policy 
for themselves." 

Mr Blair was outlining a 


strategy to get lone parents off 
benefit ana into work. This 


benefit and into work. This 
would involve single parents 
with children overthe age of five 
going for interviews at a Job- 


centre where they would be 
urged to look for work. The 
Benefits Agency would be asked 
to draw up employment and 
ch3d care plans. 

Labour said the plan, and 
other proposals to reduce the 
£lObn cost to the state of sin- 
gle parents, had been mod- 
elled on Australia's successful 
jobs, education and training 
(Jet) programme. 

Mr Major said Labour's 
scheme appeared to be a wa- 
tered-down version of govern- 
ment policy; excluding more 
spending and private sector in- 
volvement “So I suspect there’s 
not a great deal in the speech 
except some copycat policies." 


Paddy Ashdown, the Liber- 
al Democrats' leader, said Mr 
Blair had come up with an old 
policy, reheated, adding that 


Labour must put its money 
where its mouth was. 


where its mouth was. 

“The best way to assist single 
parents," he said, “is to provide 
pre-school education for all 
from three years on. of a high 
quality basis." 

Peter Lilley, Secretary of 
State for Social Security, rein- 
forced the Prime Minister’s 
point, saying Mr Blair was 
imitating* the Government's 
“Parent Plus" plans. 

However, the £20m Parent 
Plus project, a pilot scheme, is 
to be used in only twelve areas 


and does not start until April - 
the very last possible month of 
the current Parliament. 

Mr Blair stressed there was 
no question of forcing single 
mothers into work by dracon- 
ian measures such as cutting 
their benefits. It was about , 
offering them choice, he said. 

Many lone parents wanted to , 
take up work but could not find 
child care, or found it was not 1 
worthwhile under the current 
system as they would lose some 
benefits. 

Only 41 per cent of lone par- 
ents in Britain are in paid work, 
compared with 82 per cent in 
France and 70 per cent in 
Sweden. 


Bruce Grobbelaar told re- 
porters investigating the al- 
leged fixing of football matches 
he had “never tried to throw a 
game'* in his life, a court was 
told yesterday. 

The jury at Winchester 
Crown Court saw a video 
recording of the former Liver- 
pool and Southampton keeper 
meeting journalists from the 

Sun newspaper at Gatwick air- 
port in November 1994 as he 
was about to fly to Zimbabwe. 

This followed a “sting” op- 
eration against Mr Grobbelaar 
mounted by his former friend 
and business associate Christo- 
pher Vincent and the newspa- 
per in which meetings between 
the two men. when Mr Grobbe- 
laar allegedly accepted £2,000 

on behalf of a bogus betting syn- 
dicate, were secretly filmed. 

During the Gatwick meeting 
the keeper was told by two re- 
porters that over the previous 
two weeks they had compiled 
“irrefutable evidence” that he 
had received 40,000 for throw- 
ing a Premier League match. 

A reporter accused Mr 
Grobbelaar of receiving mon- 
ey from a syndicate through a 
middle man - the Short Man - 
for letting in goals. He was told: 
“You actually talk about the 
things you've done, the way 
you’ve tried to throw games." 

He replied: “I’ve never tried to 
throw a game in my life.” 

He was asked: “Are you deny- 
ing it all, then?” He replied: 
“Yes, I’m totally denying iL” 

Mr Grobbelaar, 39, former 
Aston Villa and Wimbledon 
striker John Fashanu, 34, former 
Wimbledon keeper Hans 
Segers, 33, and Malaysian busi- 
nessman Heng Suan Lim, 31. 
deny conspiracy to give and ac- 
cept corrupt payments to in- 
fluence the outcome of football 
matches. Grobbelaar also de- 
nies a further charge of ac- £ 
cep ting £2.000 from Mr Vincent 
for improperly influencing or at- 
tempting to influence the out- 
come ofmatches. 

The trial resumes next week. 
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UK AIRPORT 


DESTINATION 


DEPT DATE 


NIGHTS 


FLT CODE 


ACCOMMODATION 


Birmingham 

Birmingham 

Birmingham 

Birmingham 

Birmingham 

Birmingham 

Birmingham 

Birmingham 

Birmingham 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 

Gatwick 


ROV1NJ 

PROEC 

OPATIJA 

POREC 

OPATUA 

ROV1NJ 

POREC 

RABAC 

POREC 

ROVINJ 

POREC 

POREC 

OPATUA 

ROVINJ 

POREC 

POREC 

POREC 

ROVINJ 

POREC 

ROVINJ 

ROVINJ 

POREC 

POREC 

POREC 


27 May 
03 Jun 
24 Jun 
01 Jul 
15 Jul 
15 Jul 
15 Jul 
29 Jul 

26 Aug 
06 May 
20 May 

27 May 
27 May 
03 Jun 
03 Jun 
10 Jun 
17 Jun 
17 Jun 
24 Jun 
24 Jun 
01 Jul 
01 Jul 
08 Jul 
15 Jul 


29461 

29461 

29461 

29461 

29461 

29461 

29461 

29461 

29461 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 

29460 


EDEN 
DIAMANT 
ADMIRAL 
MEDITERAN 
ADMIRAL 
EDEN 
ZORNA 
NEPTUN 
DIAMANT 
EDEN 
PiCAL 
ZORNA 
ADMIRAL 
EDEN 
TAMARIS 
PICAL 
DIAMANT 
PARK 
DIAMANT 
PARK 
EDEN 
PICAL 
■PICAL 
DIAMANT 


Croatia's untouched Istrian Riviera lies just across the Adriatic from Italy. It’ 


to the Istrian Riviera mean the best value in the Mediterrai 


GRADE/ BOARD 

BROCHURE 

PRICE AFTER EARLYBIRD 

SAVING 


PRJCEt 

SAVING AND 10% 

T. AGENT DISCOUNT** 

PER COUPLE 

3T/HB 

£534 

£436 

£196 

2T/HB 

£418 

£323 

£191 

3T/HB 

£552 

£452 

£200 

3T/HB 

£502 

£407 

£190 

3T/HB 

£592 

£468 

£208 

3T/HB 

£596 

£492 

£209 

3T/HB 

£532 

£434 

£196 

3T/HB 

£593 

£489 

£208 

2T/HB 

£503 

£399 

£208 

3T/HB 

£415 

£329 

£172 

3T/HB 

£405 

£320 

£170 

3T/HB 

£309 

£234 

£151 

3T/HB 

£515 

£419 

£192 

3T/HB 

£345 

£266 

£156 

3T/HB 

£409 

£324 

£171 

3T/HB 

£445 

£356 

£178 

2T/HB 

£295 

£212 

£166 

3T/HB 

£499 

£405 

£189 

2T/HB 

£315 

£230 

£170 

3T/HB 

£515 

£419 

£192 

3T/HB 

£365 

£284 

£162 

3T/HB 

£495 

£401 

£188 

3T/HB 

£509 

£414 

£191 

Pi 7/1 

2T/HB 

£335 

£248 
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MATSU! imu-mif 

Remote Conti ol > 

■ Won ur.ible toecn iup. I 

■ Trt?icjn for accost to I 
•ntunutipn service ? 

Mode* I 4 vn 

Wii £ 159.99. 


MATSU) nw iMt . 

■more Csnuoi 

■ -9on w-jok- uicpn jize. I 

■ Tetete»t Jar access to I 
'xformotion services. 1 

Model MVIT. ■ 

Wjs £J19 «. 


SONY 14* Portable TV 

■ Went wljlble screen ure 

■ Tilt and swivel base. ■ 

Model ijti. E 

Was £249.39 R 

In-nore Pfiof £203 » “ 


THOMSON 21" Fasten TV 

Remote Control mmm 

■ Stem visible screen size 
• includes stand. Kill 

Model 55MK18. mrl*M 

in-store Price £299.99 

BUT NOW Mr 6 MONTHS LATER 


GRUNDIG 2t-KKAMSten 
Fasten 

Stem visible screen sire 

MCrtlel ST5572S. KJ1II 

Was £329.99. mrA’M 

BUY NOW MY S MONTHS LATER 


TELEVISIONS 
SAVE TOTAL OF £110 


■M' Tdstrit TV wfth 1 

|M£l49.9s 


XT Teletext TV with 


01189* 


HITACHI a w Bi m a-wwM mww tv 

rMr^TlSJ . , ffiBHF***’**"* 

■ Hon vKiWe Ufpfn Uptttti m m ml 

■ Fasten lor qmU auess n(|l 
to T{tk*rcxi pages. 

Model 2566 Was £479.49. In-slorc Price 1469 99. 

FREE OPTION* 


PANASONIC 25“ NtCAAfl Suxao TV 

with Facto XI 

■ 5'3>:m vntoJc sc/oen sue BEHTM I II r I II r ri ■ I 

■ Comes with stand. ■Xl J PA 

Model 25MD1 E«l» Jf4 J399 

in-store Price E499.99 " 1 * 

BUT NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER 


SONY 25- MCAM Stereo TV with Fasten 

■ 59cm visible screen sire 

■ IQ picture facility. 

Model 25ft 

Was £599 99. K £ f llr^SQ H 

In-slorc Price £499.99 ** ■ A JITWAW 

BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER 


HOME ENTERTAINMENT BEST BUY 


SONY 25' Dofty fastogk Surround Sound 
TV with fasten 
Ston visible screen sire 
Model 25F2. 

Wjs £ 799.99. 


toTVwWi 
SALE PRICE 

£2799 


•HrRi'JiiVliEVJKlT 

HOME C MTE RTAIfIME Ml" 3 EST BUY 


JVC 

29" Dolby Pro-Logic TV fjj%$g&£t 
wfth 3-D Phonk BXl 

68tm visible screen sue ■jail] 
Model 295>J Woe £849.99. * * 
BUY MOW MY 8 MONTHS LATER 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE BEST BUY 
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LAUNDRY & DISHWASHERS 

SAVE T u o p £160 


SAVE IS c200 



nrasragi 


800 Spin AutzMoshar 

■ ICft wash load. 

■ 5 programmes. 
ModdEwga 


I SUPERB __ , . _ 
VALUE 


CANDY m— ■ izwsi 

■ Half load option. IjSgJgtS 

■ Quick wash Wry: 

Model C1261. nii 

Was £38949. Was C279.99.MXJL 
BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LASER 


12D0 5pbr Amowasher 
muj SALE FWCE I 


BOSCH t0C0 Spin "Shower SystrxrY AutMAthoT 

■ 11 Pt09f»mme MUMIvouCHCT^ 

■ Economy option. yfy l ABA 

Model WF82004. !l W I] tl / aM 

Was Was E399.99.rfll VJ r **» 

■n-stote Price £38949. BUT NOW FAY 12 MONTHS LATER 


AEG 5000 Spin Uightonit’ Autmnsher 

■ Sell adjusting maw level. ■nVciiEHn ' 

■ Oiler operation. WWVJl 

■ 19 programmes n||IllcA#Q(K| 

Model 8200. Was £57949 «*3?l 

BUY NOW MY 18 MOHTH5 LATER 


CREDAmn 

Autswaaher m 

Economy option. Q 

Model 17086. Was £39949 K 
msrorePnte £39.99 9 

BUY MOW PAT 6 MONTHS LATER 


1000 Spin tcowash 1 

■BBfgl 

i^£27fi 




BUY NOW PAY s 18 MONTHS 

18 MONTHS LATER INTEREST FREE 

0NARANGE0F OPTION* 

nnMFCTir APP1 lANfFC AM A B AC TAD DDAMn nonnnnv 


PH1 LCO mmhi— 1200 Spin 'EcMnmie' 

AntDwasher — 

■ 14 programmes H9| SA^FWCE 

■ Adjustable thermostat K flTll .|DQ.. 

Model WM 1201 SE. HlllllfZ 33M 

Was £399.99 

BUY NOW MV 18 MONTHS LATER* 


HOOVER 1100 S pin -New Wave- 
Auw *«*l»«» BRW ~~saie price 

■ Ecological wash system. W EY1 aia 

■ Delay timer. RF4 J{j 4!U9 

Model AC170. u i l 

Was £489.99. BUY NOW MV 10 MONTHS LATER 


SANYO KBSCSD; 

whh Fanext 

■ 59cm visible xrcen Wze i 

■ Fattest for eaiy actcs 

15' NICAM Stereo TV 
SAUMoa 

R?ii39a* 

Model S957. 

Ww £449.99 BUY HOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


TOP BRAND VIDEOS 




SAVE 


MATSU! dbs 

Long Play Video with 
"emote Control 
Model VXA1100. 

Was £149.99. 

BEST SELLER 


MATSU l nan 

Long Play Video with 
videoPlus and PDC 
Auto set-up fad try 
Model VP9405. 
livnore Price £1».99. 


Long Play Video with 
VideoPlus 

■ Auto head leaning 

■ Auto tracking. 

Model KVF1QS0. 

Was £199.99. 


JVC tong Play Video with VSdeoPbs and PDC 

Instant review fwnxe. 

Model HRJ230- WW muoewirT 

m-srore Price 029.99. |LJ|f If A A 

6 MONTHS INTEREST Pm l3l99 
FRS OPTION* — 1 


AIWA 4-Head NTCAA 

1 

WdeoPImandPOC 

Model HVFX2S00. 

IS 

YMtore ftx* Q8949. 9 MONTHS BITBIBT FREE OPITOH* 


Video with VMeoPlux and PDC 
Model 5LVE710. HD 

Was £ 44939 . Irvstore » 
Pike £ 399 . 99. 12 MONTHS*! | 
INT 31 EST FISE OPRON* 


TV/VIDEO PACKAGES 

SAVE 

to El 00 


J VC 21" Fanext TV with Remote Control 
51cm visible screen sue. gHfflnTWTm, BL1 | _ 
Model 2tET1. PUB Long S mW ! fTTn 
Play Video with VldnoPlia IfH rQ~I O 
VideoPlus for the easiest ■fflaM f J 
prognmnlng ever. Model HRJ231. 

Total Separate Selling Pnce £549.98. SAVE £70 
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WHITE KNiGHTTlhTbmbl. Dryer 

■ Cooldown cycle. 

■ 2 heat settings. Salepmce 

■ Compact size. IvTll QQ 

Model 31 1. Was £13949 lyllj £J399 
Was £10949. 


CREDA UHWWl 111b Reverse Action 

IbrtHe Dryer I 

■ 2 hear settings. aWWI 

■ vent kit mciuded. nrillTlSMao 

Model 3775t '**■*”1 

Was £219 99. Irvstore'Pflce £ 179.99 


CAN D Y Full Size ’Ecosystem* Dishwasher 

a^]£239wl 

In-store Pnce £249.99 BUY NOW PRY S MONTHS LATER 


BOSCH Sfimlme 'Etoioakal' Dohwasher 

■ Spingrammes. KXfliMMijiia 

■ Very quiet operation. ■VllW 

Model SPS5462GB RlJijB HnHna 

Price Excluding i«waaLJBJ!H| 

Trade-in £479.99. BUY NOW MY 12 MONTHS LATHI 


HOTPOINT FuB Size *UWma* Dishwasher 

■ 9 hour delay timer. T V. 

■ 8 oroctrammes. |PN 2HL5S“ 

Model DF32. Rl 1 1 j I ] rZQQnr 

Was £499 99. Hr! l r ‘ J *r*” 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 


| REFRIGERATION 

T-l SAVE 

TO A 
TOTAL OF 



OPTOA £140 





NOVA SCOTIA 


5.1 cu.fl. Fridge 
Adjustable thermostar. 
Model NSI40CY5106. 
In-store Prico £119.99. 


CANDY 4.7 cu.fL fridge whh 3 Star 

Freezer Compartment ■ tW yHimunr 

■ Reversible door. BaHig 

« Auto fridge defrost. 

Model CTA140G. Wt'lt IX 

Was £199.99. In-Store Price £159.99. 


4.0 cu.lt. Fridge MMpvj; 

■ Large salad bin. m 

■ Adjustable thermostat, nnilrl V 

Model R106. M A JI t * Jl 

Was £»M9. Was £149.99. 


BEKO 

4.1 aUL Upright Freezer ^ 

■ Fast freeze section HfWSJflajnRYt 

■ Indicator lights. MVHH ill 

Model 8002. 


CANDY 84 tu-fl F ridge F raez er 

■ SJ cu.ft fridge 

■ 4 Star freezer rating. Brrf M XX. 

Model CDP 230G. ■VillrlU* 

In-store Price £219.99. lilt 1 * <1 


ADVENT Euacgg 

P120MHz Muhhnwfia PC WUIMV 

■ 8Mb RAM^Gb hard rkne.W^M 5 

■ 28. SKJjps modem Wl^YI] , 

Model 8125. Was £1499. I 

Was £*899. Was £989. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FRS OPTION* 


ACER PvmWraO IZHr HHifBBifi 

UoUnska FC «Kb WdeB ■ ■ M r ; 

■ 1&Ub HAWI^QiiwddnvP 4 

■ S^peed CD-ROM drrve. fTLl 1 1 p' 

Model ASPHEPT20. * 

was X4497. Was £»99. WK £ 1 299. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 



FUJITSU pizomkz iKmSIE 

pc with Uodm MBBMfTin f SS 

RHMb RAM. tTTl ft/S 

■ 18b hard drive. rWIO 

Mbdel Fujitsu 3000 PI 20. U il l 
Was CtMS. Was £J999- 9 MONTHS INTEREST 
H» OPTION* LARGER STORES ONLY 



APRICOT pi 2 d mmKKCTWMM 

Multimedia PC rJtfr Modera W| HIM 

■ 16Mb RAM. MWI 

■ 12Gb hard chive. Wl if r|] r*l 1DQ 

■ Bspeed CD-ROM. IVL'i UlfcrfJ 

Model MS54Qri > 12Qf16. Was U699. Was UWi 
Was £1499. 9 MONTHS DITBttiST FREE OPTION* 


COMPAQ Hemai Ready 12flMHz Pentium* 1 
Procesrar Lbdtfenedia K 

■ 16Mb RAM. «jwera 5At£ PUKE 

■ 1.6Gb hard drive HpIiTiI 1-1 1QQ 

Model 41 10. Imlj fltJJ 

W2S.W495 Was £1445. 

9 MONTHS WTERE5T FREE OPTIOW* 


MATSU! bsbb 

Ultra Compact CD M-cro HI-FI 

■ Di^Ulumerwhh ■M WQI g„ Ba 

■ Remote control. nlll rXM aa 

Model MCH750. wl ' a t03 ” 

In-store Price £9949. 


AIWA Graen URra Compact CD Micro Hi-Fi 

■ Fully programmable 

CD slayer. ‘KiUHcuRRYs pwx 

■ Logic cassette deck. B7l|.4f/) .. 

Model LO300G. IHI1 I IPJjj 

Was £189-99: 25 

Was £17949. 


JVC Ultra Compact CD Micro Hi-Fi 

■ full logic auto-reverse Klllr JnQ nn 
cassette deck. miBeBea 

Model U7CA4. Was £39949; Was £23949; 

Was £269491 


JVC CDBfcl HM3 

MuWplay- plays up ■W mr'SSn 

»3ta- 

Model D5T. ■7*11 If <1 U no 

Was £359.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATHI 


SONY CD HM Hi-Fi 

■ MJtiplay - playi up «B 3 0 >l 

■ 60 watts CRMS) per M TOM tTMVC > ->r F ' 

M»C81 . h|Iw 379 04* 

Was £44949T Was £39949 >T ■'■*** » 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATBt 


AIWA CD Hi-B wWilomtaWe 
■ Mnbiptsy- plays up 

TO 3 CJH. SAIEPWCI 

-ar , ~- r wHH3 99*a 

Model 21800. Wfes £449.99. 

BUY NOW MY 9 MONTHS LATER 


SONY CD Hi-fi whh RirattMe 

■ UWltpIqr > 4 ) to s CDs. KBKumrefRia 

■ 100 Wits (RMS) per PIJ.l IIA 

chmmel. Model N45S. [3 |b ] I IfOuH M 

Was £69999. Was £499.99.** "A 

BUY NOW MY 12 MONTHS LATER 


FRIGIDAIRE 

50cm 9ct-fci Bestrk Cooker 

Slr^gie own whh ^ Sai f P*f yy 

R^l fl fiOo? 

Was £18949. Was £17949. WT a 


PARKINSON COWAN 




| ^ j COOKERS r 

LJL; SAVE to £200 

I AS 5£EM IN SEC GOOD FOO^VUGAZiNE II 



MWm 

U «r,1r 


'SOon Eya Lerai Gw Cooker 
Model CLASSIC 
Pric* Excluding Rrade-ln 
£29949. BUY NOW FKY C MONTHS LATER 


CREDA SQaaSlovhtBaobricOaoter 

■ Separate oven and grHL ■nera v., 

■ Available in Green. fffi viT 1 

White or Brown. Hb|||£70Q M 

Mode! 49136/5/7. Hill 

Was Bton. WM £29899. BUY RON PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


CANNON 

54on Slot-In Gas Coohar 
Model CAMBB1LEY. 

Wte QJ949. was £69949. 

BUY NOW MY 10 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT EOcra SloMn Electric Cooker 

■ One halogen zone. Mnw - '.. =5= 

■ Fan main oven. PW SiX 1 

Model EW71P. Was fill r7/H«l 

£94949. Was £799.99. tf * J-” 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LAlHB 




PORTABLE CD HI-FI 

SAVE to £40 
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BUILT-IIM COOKING 
PACKAGE - SAVE £100 


NEFF NEFF NEFF 

60cm Cooker Hood Gas Hob Single OacMc Oven 

■ 3 speeds. ■ 2-plece enamel ■ Orcothenn cooking system. 

■ Available in Brown pan support. ■ Available In Brown or White, 

or White. ■ Available in Brown Model B1430. 

Model D1621WOGB. orWlvta. yen 

Model T2113WO. MOUfiEPMCE WAS £/ DSLS 


Wat £2349; Was £2099. BL A A A±. 
12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


SONY Portable CD System 

■ FM/AM radio. ____ 

■ CD-to-tape tynchmneed 

*Jh“ng. UkJii 

Model CFD6. 

Was £99 99. 

In-store price £89.99. 


AIWA 

Portable CD Systam _ 

■ FWA MOWpn>iyammah*e[ 

radio. IS 

■ Detadtable speaker • 

system. 

Model N5X-E6. Wat £19949. 


GAME PACKS - SAVE to £100 || CAMCORDERS SAVE^£120| 


PLAYSTATION 6 GAME PACK 

Fcsmufa 1. leMan 2. Olymp ic Socn e fc ABentrflagy, 

srl 81 ' 

HFA ‘VT or Soviet Strike. WjjKM ex* 
Tort separate Selling Fw lllljf jhH fii 

Price (with Soviet Stnke) ffl l A a*wWgP.j; 
£47044. BUY mm iwr 6 MOUTHS LATER 


SONY Brum Camcorder 
with to* Qpdcai Zoom I 
PngnmnoJanDapceure. J 

Model TR33D Was CSS949L I 
Was 04999 WH 152949 * 

CKNTHSBDSSTHBQPTW 


WHICH CAMERA? CURRYS BEST 9UV 

*7T7TitTeT7TT 
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SANYOnmra 

Compact Mkrowave n 

■ LMque Super H 

Tcmmm Cook System. IP 

■700 wans power omput. ■ 

Model E MS 102. Was £3939. 


on all 

£100 

mm 


MICROWAVES 

SAVE to £70 


1 04 gift. PANASONIC ^ 

6A1E PUCE 04 cu-fL Mrotwvave with Kl|lf7dO« 

rfM Oft Than «"d SHU IA*t3 

Hill £0*9 QQ Model M®75fi.W* 0993 BUT K» P*y« MONTHS lAia 


GORENJE 

84 ou-tL Upright Fraozer WIJ11 M 
Pan freeze facility. y j M 3l eia 
Modd ZOS2461 niiiinya^oq 

Was 049.99. ‘II j'i»*TriTl| 

In-store Price £25949. BUY NOW fry te mortis LAra 


ELEU ROLUX 93 n UL Frost F w» Fridge Fiyb« 

Model ER2656. Was £539.99. i ftflle <U(| on 
Instore fries £43949. *■ 

BUY NOW WAY 10 MOWTH5 LAtBt 


AEG 124 cu.fL Fridge Freezer 

■ Dual thermostat »wr t... —— 

■ HPC free. VW 

Model 3534KG KllleSQQ qq 

Wat £649.99. Tl'K ddd.B 

BUY NOW RAY 18 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT 124 ru.ft_ Mistral Plus 
Frost Free Fridge Freezer 

■ Deep door fndge - ■W'H| SAU riacr 

h olds 6-packs. KfaYjl CQQ . 

■ Zoned cooling. fl WaXllfjJ 3 JS 

Model 8S96P/A Mri MSSSXSSSi 

Vlfas £729.99. BUY MOW RAY 12 MONTHS LATHI 


VACUUMS 
SAVE 
Vo HALF PRICE 


ELECTROLUX raw 

Cyfaider Cleaner. MZM uirwr. 

■ 1300 watt variable Brffl xx 

power 

■ Chrome rubes. el A M 

Model TANGO 1661 Was £12949. 


DYSON Dual Cydone Cylinder deaner 

■ Powerful 1300 wan motor. WWPW . I(| , . 

■ Unujue nan+j^yng dougn. <•. 

Model DC02. Was £199 99. nlll rlxllno 
BUY NOW KY 6 MONTHS 

LATER. FREE FUTBB. Ask for details. 


rIEWDSD BY GOOD H0USEKEEPIW 


DYSON 

Antaicticn Solo In aid 

of ~Braakthraugh 

beast Cancer* Dual 
Cyclone Upright Cleaner Model DGDI knornJU Sote 


LOWEST 

PRICES 


OM THE SPOT 

N- - 


WE LL NEVER BE BEATEN 



r!T| eng I VHS< Camcordm whh 
1111 1 £663399 I I TOx Povie Zoom Lens 
J 1 j Model NVR-33. Was £69949- 

I 12 MONTHS INTEREST H 
* OFFERS END MONDAY 27th JANUARY 


wsarwta 

mffiif59a» 


Upto5yeaBooniprehe«ive 
reurance, hcSiing r«w far 
oM repbcemenL H you hare 
no claims star 5 yean then 
wmY ghe yet 2Q9 b o<( 
carbredeDaofyournefl 
Qinys purchase and its 5 Year 
CcwBpiai A* far detais. 

Attounl Is Imeitsl free If 

IWlfWEaefwsr 

aocariBw to the period stated rtoi the pnxhia 

See oix*Hcrxr It WottS* sbowonf ImsMie fm 

frails. Cxonple based on Cash Price of £49949. 


afhjanos 

AVAB-ABLEW7TH 
2-DAY DELIVERY 
GUARANTEES 


EXCLUSIVES 


EXTRA VALUE 


EXCLUSIVE 

MODELS 

-For erteptiana! 
value, look ror Trie 
wide selection of 
superb models and 
czffers exclusive to 
DSG Retail Ltd. 




Currys 

BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL RfTAILER 


AS S^nm eflvwqf paitag b» oi^l dagptag nl Sundqi apafrg. Rhi9 n*M0D SZflO hrdtttli af ynr iweststare. 

Vmisi at® qmsKns hom C'jrvi. Dept ml. Hand tterp*ol Hern hp; ttq Trued atdh trttzr* *-* r-an^t« deah. 



VOUCHER SPECIALS 


Crioose AM/PM. 
Plus professional 
installation 
service. Ask for 
details, prices 
and availability. 


TAKE IT 


MOWIW" 

Most hems are 
in stock ready 
to take sway 
at once. We 
will be happy 
to carry your 
purchase to 
your car. 


SAME DAY Hi- 


Available for most 
large items (next day 
for PCs) rt you phone 
before 10am 
Monday to Friday 
and live within 10 
mflesof aCtrrys 
store. 


BKTOEE 
ROWE SHOP 

Expert sovice 
available 7 days a 
week (same day 
whereva pos&te). 

Afl repairs guaranteed 
3 months. 


Currys Premier 
Advantage 
Account offers 
Instant Credit 
and lets you take 
advantage of 
any credit offers 
in-store. See in- 
store for details. 


For (feed doorstep 
defivery bi 5 working 
days Freephone 0500 
304304 or fax D1 442 
888145 (9am-7pm 
Mon-Fti, 9aorf 30pm 
Sat). Deftefy charges 
from 025. Pan of DSG 
Retail Ltd. 


HOOVa U2460 UFB6WT 



2D% deposit of £9949. 

12 monthly pxyowne of 
£1343. Baianca of £237.64 
botara tor with) the 7S 

12th monthly repoymenL 

Ibbl amount pxyome 
£499.99 APR 0%. 


28% deposit of 
I9I4«. 48 
monthly 
mqnMli of 
£13JS.Bnal 
tssamrt payable 
£74143. 


■ buy now 
pay up to 



£79.99 GOtEHJE 20S24S1 UPMSHT FflEfZER £249 99 

£79.99 THOMSON S5MK1I1J 21" Ttl£T£XT TV £249.99 

I MATSUI MCH750 CD HKHO HI-FI £8949 AIWA HVFX250O N1CA1I STEREO VIDEO . . . £269.99 

NOVA SCOTIA NS1409/5106 FRIDGE £109.99 CANDT COMMIT 2G FRIDGE FREEZER £279.99 

| CANDY CTA1406 FUDGE FREEZER £129.99 CREDA 17066 AUTOWASHER £279.99 

■ CREDA 37751 TUMBLE DRYER £15949 PANASONIC 21MD1 21' STEREO TV £359.99 

I HAT5U1 VP9405 LONG PLAT VIDEO £159.9* BOSCH WFB2M4 AUTOWASHER £379.99 

" SONY 14T1 14" PORTABLE TV £199.99 SONY SLVE710 HI CAM STEREO VIDEO 0*9 9* 

I CANDY CDP23DG HODGE FREEZER £199.99 BUSK 2863 NICAU STEREO TV £399.99 

. JVC HRJ238 LONG FIAT VIDEO £19949 ELECTROLUX ER2iSf iWDGE FREEZER £399.99 

I SEGA SATURN PLUS SEGA HAliY £199.95 HITACHI 2566 75 ‘ STEREO TV £449.99 

| MATSUI VH601 NICAU STEREO VIDEO . . . £229.99 PANASONIC 25MD1 2 5* NICAU STEREO TV . . £459.99 

I CANDY C4100 DISHWASHER £239.99 SONY 25F1 25* MICA II STEREO TV 1489.99 

| FUGIDAim FC103S CHEST F1EEZK £239.99 TOSHIBA n$7 SURROUND SOUND tv {829.99 

| Ona vaxherpCTpurrhae. Nut for use wnh other offen. Ofhre end Monday 27th Janny 1997, 

L Brandi un> only DbCDutn ttfmg Code a (Head Office offer). 

— Cut ays Dtscouwr vouchbr ■ — — 






















































8 


c^rPTTpmv JANUARY 1997 * THE mDEFENDENT 


Ui 


din 

cv 


news 


Editor may be 
prosecuted over 
abandoned trial 


James Cusick 

Max Hastings, editor of the 
London Evening Standard, yes- 
terday apologised to a judge for 
printing an article which led to 
the abandonment of a trial in- 
volving five IRA prisoners and 
an armed robber. 

Mr Hastings had been or- 
dered to appear at Woolwich 
Crown Court by the iris I j udge, 
Mr Justice Kay, who then re- 
ferred the issue to the Attorney 
General, Sir Nicholas LyelL, for 
possible contempt of court pro- 
ceedings. 

On Wednesday, the Evening 
Standard published an article by 
the journalist Mark Honigs- 
baum, headlined “Alcatraz on 
Thames - No Why Out”. The 
piece included information on 


the accused and detailed pre- 
vious convictions which 
breached a standing court order. 
On Thursday, Mr Justice Kay 
accepted defence arguments 
that the article constituted prej- 
udicial publicity and abandoned 
proceedings against the six ac- 
cused It was the second time 
that a trial against the men, all 
category A prisoners accused of 
escaping from Whitemoor 
prison, bad been halted. 

Mr Justice Kay said yester- 
day: “I do take the view that the 
circumstances are such that h 
ought to be considered by the 
Attorney General so that 'a de- 
cision can be made as to 
whether or not they are subject 
to proceedings for contempt,” 

Before the judge had decid- 
ed on his course of action. 


Kuldip Singh QC, for the 
Evening Standard, offered an 
“unqualified, unconditional 
apology” on behalf of Mr Hast- 
ings, Mr Honigsbaum, the 
newspaper, and its publishers. 
Associated Newspapers. 

After the hearing, Mr Hast- 
ings said “We are desperately 
sorry that a moment of h uman 
error in this office \ihe Evening 
Standard] led to the abandon- 
ment of proceedings in this 
case. It doesn’t make it any bet- 
ter that other newspapers have 
also been involved in difficulties 
with publicity during the trial. 
We have apologised without 
reservation to the judge, and in 
a matter like this it is also right 
for a newspaper to apologise to 
the public.” 

The six prisoners - ERA men 



Act of contrition: Evening Standard editor Max Hastings leaving Woolwich Crown Court yesterday after making his apology Photograph: FNP 


Paul Magee, 48, Gilbert Mc- 
Naznee, 36, Liam OThiibhir, 34, 
Peter Sherry, 31, and Liam Mc- 
Cotter, 33 - along with armed 
robber Andrew Russell, 34, 


were charged with breaking 
out of prison, and possessing a 
firearm with intent to endanger 
life. All six escaped from White- 
moor jail in Cambridgeshire in 


September 1994. They were all 
recaptured within two hours. 

Their counsel, Michael 
Mansfield QC, claimed yester- 
day that prison officers inside 
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Lhe jail had been involved in an 
inside cover-up to mask their 
own part in the break-out. And 
he urged the Home Secretary, 
Michael Howard, call another 
public inquiry into the escape. 
He said that film evidence 
which should have been taken 
automatically by cameras 
around the jail had never been 
found, adding that ‘’these vital 
minutes” which were missing 


;rs directly involved in the 

break-out. The end of the trial 
proceedings, said Mr Mans- 
field, meant “this whole matter 
has still not been resolved”. 

When Mr Justice Kay halted 
proceedings on Thursday, he 
recommended that a third tri- 


al would not be in the interests 
of justice. Although the Lear- 
mont Inquiry in 1995 had 
strongly criticised the security 
regime at Whitemoor and at 
other prisons nationally, Mr 
Mansfield said it was now cru- 
cial that a new inquiry be held. 

After yesterday’s develop- 
ments, Mr Howard said the 
case raised “serious questions 
about whether there should be 
an opportunity to review on ap- 
peal judicial} decisions of this 
kind which bring a case to a fi- 
nal conclusion contrary to the 
submission of the prosecutor”. 
And he said he was "giving se- 
rious consideration to the pos- 
sibility of legislation to provide 
for such a review”. 
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High-flying songwriter who bailed out for the simple life 


'0% 




rl: 


r 1 - 




r 


Guitar man: Peter Dello teaching at Stepney Green school - ‘I might have been richer, but would I have been more happy?* Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Russell New mark 


It was a classic pop song which 
bad a lengthy afterlife as a 
Jong-running television com- 
mercial featuring a girl soaring 
skywards in a hot air balloon. 
But the man who created the 
song wanted nothing to do with 
stardom and has become a 
teacher at a comprehensive in 
east London. 

The Sixties song “I Can't 
Let Maggie Go", with its catchy 
melody and refrain “She flies 
like a bird in the sty", was a top 
10 hit for the group Honevbus 
in 196S, and radically featured 
a woodwind quartet - two 
oboes, a bassoon and a cor 
anglais in a pop song setting. 

The song had a long afterlife, 
commandeered by Margaret 
Thatcher's supporters in one 
election campaign, but mainly 
as the theme for the advertise- 
ment for Nimble bread. Now 
the advert and song have been 
revived for a new campaign. 

The song's success and reap- 
pearance now causes ambiva- 
lent feelings for its composer, 
arranger and singer Peter Del- 
ta who formed Honevbus, but 
left the group after "I Can t Let 
Maggie Go" because he did not 


Computerised 
C V -cruncher 
fills the job 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

There was a time when em- 
ployers relied on an eye for a 
good CV, a probing interview 
technique and a healthy sense 
of scepticism to seek out top 
graduates during their annual 
recruitment round. Today, they 
have a new weapon in the bat- 
tle to pick the best staff for the 
job - artificial intelligence. 

Increasingly, big firms offer- 
ing hundreds of graduate jobs 
each year are turning to infor- 
mation technology to help sift 
through the thousands of ap- 
plications pouring in. 

CV s and forms which would 
once hayp been sorted by band 
are now more likely Jo .some 
companies to be fed into com- 
puters programmed to trawl 
thought the data in search of pre- 
set criteria. Thanks to new soft- 
ware already widely used in 
America, candidates may be ac- 
cepted or rejected on the basis 
of their degree subject, grade or 
institution, their skills, or even 
their role as third violin in the 
school orchestra. 

Once sorted into categories, 
they can instantly be sent a com- 
puter-generated rejection letter 
or invitation for interview. 

The development, still in its 
early stages, is viewed enthusi- 
astically by employers struggling 
to cope with rising numbers of 


graduate applications. After 
the recession at the start of the 
decade, relatively few have re- 
turned (o the “milk round" - the 
annual tour of universities in 
search of likely candidates - and 
computers offer one alternative 
means of filtering applicants. 

University careens advisers, 
however, have more reserva- 
tions. warning that computer 
programs which sort one CV 
every two minutes may not be 
sufficiently sophisticated to 
trawl fairly. Final-year students 
applying to 1CL, Mercury and 
Motorola this year will be 
among those whose first chal- 
lenge will be impressing a com- 
puter. Yvette- Coulthard, head 
of group resourcing at ICL. de- 
clined to give away the compa- 
ny’s selection criteria, but said 
examples could be a Cambridge 
computer science degree, sys- 
te ms- integration experience or 
“being captain of a team or se- 
nior prefect". 

ICL was won over to a pro- 
gram called Resumix when it 
used it two years ago to help re- 
cruit 500 people in three 
months to staff the National 
Lottery operator, CameloL 

Another package, known as 
Oscar, is used by companies 
such as Sainsbury s and Ihsco to 
“read” candidates' applications, 
including answers to the psy- 
chometric tests increasingly 
favoured by graduate recruiters. 
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Light bite: The song featured in an advert for Nimble bread 


like life on the road as a pop 
performer, and refused to sing 
the vocals when the song was 
first used in the Nimble adver- 
tisements. 

Now teaching music at Step- 
ney Green school , 54-year-old 
Mr Delta says he just used 
Maggie for the sake of a name. 
“I don’t think I knew a Maggie 
actually. At first 1 was delight- 


ed when the song hit the charts, 
but what 1 really didn't want was 
to have my life taken over, 
which is what could have hap- 
pened." 

He has no regrets, he says, 
about leaving the pop world for 
teaching. “If Fd written a lot 
more I might have been a lot 
richer now." he concedes. “But 
would I have been more happy?” 
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When you buy a Premium First or Business First return ticket on Eurostar 
for travel before 31st March, join our Frequent Traveller Programme. 
You'll automatically receive an allotment of 500 bonus points, which, 
for the duration of this offer, is sufficient for a standard class return*. 
Effectively, we'll give you a free return ticket. 

And anyone not tempted by a carrot like that has their head 
buried in the sand. Or rather, the compost. 


To join the Frequent Traveller Programme call 

0990 104 1 05 T 

' For bookings call 

0345 30 30 30 

or see an appointed travel 
agent or railway station. 


e u r o s t ct r 


* Travel Art** subject to availability. Offer ends 31st March. Bonus points are for reward only and do not count towards status levels. One ticket allocation per member. 
t Calls charged at lOp per minute at all times. 034S 30 30 30 calls charged at local rate. All calls are monitored for quality. 
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Britain on-line 


for first election 


on 


the Internet 




Rob Brown 

Media Editor 
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Heavy duty: Contractors 
resided since Mr Simms 


removing a five-ton, statue from the garden of Jan and Wilfred Simms's home -in Brighton, East Sussex, where it has 
bought it as a present for his wife. The statue is expected to fetch £30,000 at auction Photograph: Michael Scates 


Political junkies eager for John 
Major to name the date of the 
general election will be relieved 
to learn that coverage of cam* 
paign *97 will kick off in earnest 
in only three days' time - on the 
Internet. 

On Tuesday, the first of a 
batch of special election web sites 
(http://ge97.co.uk) is scheduled 
to make its debut The same day, 
libertarian techies from both 
sides of the Atlantic will gather 
in London to discuss the 
prospect of putting politics on 
the information superhighway. 

The speakers wili include 
Michael Martin, creative di- 
rector of Online Magic, who 
forecasts that the coming elec- 
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don will see the emergence of 
a new political reporting medi- 
um and a significant new forum 
for debate. 

The last time Britain went to 
the polls five years ago, web use 
was still confined to the nation’s 
science laboratories and a hand- 
ful of hi-tech buffs. Now more 
than two milli on people in this 
country use the Net, a figure 
which is expected to rise by 50 
per cent this year. 

“Obviously only a minority of 
even these people are going to 
use the new media as their 
primary source of information 

m the forthcoming campaign, 
but the new media’s coverage 
of the election is going to be 
more than a mere sideline," said 
Mr Martin. 

The first definitive study of 
Internet use in the recent US 
presidential election - to be un- 
veiled at Tuesday’s conference 
-reveals that almost a third of 
American voters (28 per cent) 
were online at some point 
during the course of thel996 
presidential campaign. 

At the climax of the campaign 
in November, 1 1 percent of the 
US electorate used websites 
published by either newspapers 
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Youngsters face 
seizing of drink 


Police will be given new powers 
to confiscate alcohol from 
under-age drinkers under a 
backbench Bill approved by 
the Commons yesterday with 
Government and Opposition 
support. 

The Confiscation of Alcohol 
(Young Persons) BQL which 
was given an unopposed second 
reading and now looks set to be- 
come law, gives the police pow- 
ers to seize and destroy alcohol 
in possession of a person under 
18 in a public place whom they 
believe has been drinking or is 
about to drink in public. 

Under the Bill’s provisions, 
officers will be able to confiscate 
alcohol from anyone when they 
consider it will be passed on to 
under-age drinkers to consume 
in public, and also to report 
under-age drinking to the cul- 
prit's parents. It would be an of- 
fence to refuse to hand over 
drink with a maximum £500 
fine. The Tory backbencher Dr 
Robert Spink, MP for Castle 
Point, introducing his Bill, said 
the measure was part of the 
Government's drive to “make 
our streets safer”. 

The Home Office minister 


Timothy Kirkhope said the Bill 
would dose a loophole in the 
law, which was causing problems 
all over Britain and provided a 
“quick on-the-spot solution” 
to a disturbing increase in “loud 
and loutish” behaviour. 

For the Opposition, George 
Howarth welcomed the mea- 
sure and praised Labour con- 
trolled local authorities in 
Coventry and Glasgow for 
pioneering schemes to ban all 
public drinking on the streets. 

Dr Spink said there had been 
cases of children as young as 
nine “tanking” up on alcohol 
and at present nothing conldbe 
done to stop it. “This is a com- 
plete nonsense. This Bffl wfll-" 
give police the power to stop the 
drinking and confiscate the al- [ 
cohol before it becomes the 
cause of trouble for the public 
and the youngsters themselves." 

The Bill will not give young 
people a criminal record that 
might blight their future careers, 
but put responsibility back with 
the family. 

Mr Kirkhope said: “It will 
make a real difference to the 
quality of life for many people 
across the country.” 


Advertisement. 


Make choosing a holiday 
less of a lottery! 


I Choose the holiday destination 
that's got exactly what you want 
- with the help of Which? 
Holiday Destination. Glossy 
brochures can never tell the full 
story, so use this invaluable 
guide and get the key facts - 
both good and bad — before you 
book your holiday. 

Brought to you by the people at 
Holiday Which? (pari of the 
Which? range of magazines), the 
book covers nearly 40 countries, 
ll contains unbiased summaries 
of what each place offers, 
including unmissable sights and 
attractions, and the best 
locations - whet her you want a 
family holiday; an, culture and 
louring; non-stop partying; or 
just peace and quiet! 

It also looks at • climate • cost 
of living ■ activities on offer 
• when to go • packages 


• independent holidays 

• specialist tour operators 

• accommodation. There are 
suggestions on which destinations 
are good for • beaches • sampling 
local culture • food and wine 

• nightlife • scenery • shopping 

• wildlife • outdoor activities. 
Which? Holiday Destination 
provides all the information 
you’ll need to choose the place 
thai’s right for you. and costs just 
£12.99 (P&P FREE). To order, 
send your name and address, rhe 
book title and your payment 
(cheque made payable to 
Which? Ltd or credit card 
number with valid from/expiry 
dates) to: Which?, PO Box 89, 
Dept SPI80, Hertford, SG14 
1TB. Orders are normally 
despatched within 14 days of 
receipt. Full refund 

if not satisfied. sfe/H 
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or broadcasting organisations 
and S per cent accessed sites 

published by the rival candidates 

and political parties. 

“Any question of acceptance 

of toe Internet as a source of po- 
litical information was resolved 

on election night when so many 
ntws-hungiyweb users were on- 
line trying to get election returns 
that the entire computer net- 
work was swamped,” said Adam 
Clayton Powell ED, vice- 
president of the Freedom Fo- 
rum, who will fly in from Wash- 
ington for Tuesdays conference. 

Democrat and Republican 
strategists realised the increas- 
ing importance of reaching 
the wired generation some 
time back. Both parties 
ploughed significant resources 
into campaign web sites. 

Britain's main political par- 
ties have been holding back 
Partly this is down to lingering 
technophobia and a desire to 
concentrate effort and re- 
sources on traditional forms of 
propaganda such as posters 
and party political broadcasts. 
But is it also because the rival 
parties are wary about prema- 
turely overstretching their 
election expense accounts. 
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Renewing your 
home insurance in 
January or February 
and want to save money ? 
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* Saga - The specialists in insurance for 
people aged 50 and over 

* Comprehensive, low cost cover 

* A service that is direct and trouble free 

* Discount for secure homes 
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Call free today! SAGA 


Services Ltd 
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'0800 414 525$te roims 
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;; L '>„ Explore a world of 
“*S quality wine 

II Well give you two bottles to start with 
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T HERE'S a whole world of wine 
out there - and it’s yours to 
explore at a fraction of the usual 
price. Like the independent trav- 
eller who likes to eschew package 
holidays and wander off the beaten path, the 
wine explorer has adventures in store. Our 
offer will free you from the mass market 
world of supermarket plonk or supcr-priccv 
■'quality" wine merchants. 

At only £39.99 for a 12-botUe case, you can 
save at least £30 each on any one or all of the 
five sample cases on offer. 'They come from 
France. Italy, Spam and Australia. Each of 
these contains three bottles of four special! v 


arc not completely satisfied we will refund you 
in full - no questions asked." 

Slocks are stria ly limited so order as soon 
as you can. 

The offer, exclusive to readers of The Inde- 
pendent and Independent on Sunday, is: 
1FROM FRANCE: Les Landiers Sauvignon 
Blanc 199b, Jardin dc la France VdP: 
Domaine des Vercheres Chardonnay 1995, 
Bourgogne AOC; Les Ahcilles 1994, Giles du 
Rhone AOC; Chateau Grand Videau 1994, 
Bordeaux Supcricur AOG Normal price: 
£78,24. Offer price: £39.99. 

1 FROM ITALY: Lucania Chardonnay & 
Pinot Grigio 1995, Basilicata VdT; Villa 


2 FREE BOTTLES 
OF WINE 


T he Independent and Independent 
on Sunday have joined Bordeaux 
Direct to invite our readers to 
enjoy two free bottles of wine, 
delivered direct to your door. We will send 
you a bottle each of Domaine de Liboreau 
Charentais VdP 1995 and Famese Sig- 
nffero 1995, Morrtepuldano d'Abruzzo, 
which normally retail from Bordeaux Direct 
at £4.79 and £4.99 respectively. 

Simply collect 10 differently numbered 
tokens (including two from the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday) from the 16 tokens we 
will be printing from today until Sunday 
February 9. You then need to send the 
tokens with one of the application forms 
we will publish from Monday February 3, 
together with a cheque for £2.50 to cover 
delivery. 

It is as simple as that - there's no need 
to take vouchers to a supermarket and you 
do not even have to take advantage of our 
cither generous offer of selected cases. 
Bordeaux Direct is part of Direct Wines, a 
privately owned company established in 
1969, which has grown to become the 
wold’s largest home delivery wine spe- 
cialist Last year it delivered no fewer than 
12 million bottles in the UK. 

Bordeaux Direct is renowned for putting 
new wine regions, such as Bulgaria and 
Chile, on the map. The influential guide, 
Grapevine, recently voted it "By The Case" 
Wine Merchant of the Year for 1997. 

It is particularly famous for its ability to seek 
out high quality wines at affordable prices 
- arid the two wines the Independent is 
offering free are prime examples. 

TH-r WINES: 

Domaine de Liboreau 1995, Charentais 
VdP. Predominantly Sauvignon, this is a 
pale green-straw in colour, redolent of fresh 
tangy lemons and palate-tickling hint of 
gooseberries. Crisp, fresh, fruity -with a 
refreshing and lively finish. 

It comes from the Charente area in tire 
Atlantic south-west of France, just north 
of Bordeaux, which is also home to 
Cognac. The worldwide slump in demand 
for brandies in the early 1990s meant that 
grapes originally intended for distilling are 
instead being used to make excellent table 
wines . - 

This exceptional wine was developed 
almost by chance thanks to a disaster when 
maturing stocks of Cognac caught fire and 
completely destroyed the cellars at 
Domaine de Liboreau. This meant that just 
as the switch to making wine instead of 
brandy became necessary, the domaine 
was equipped with completely new, up- 
to-the-minute technology, capable of pro- 
ducing wine far surpassing expectations! 

Famese Signifero 1995 Morrtepuldano 
rfAbruzzD. Here is a versatile all-rounder 
- easy, gentle on the palate without any of 
those harsh scouring tannins that often 
make Ihe mouth pucker when tasting the 
less sophisticated Montepulcianos or other 
Italian reds. 

No wonder, then, that it was commended 
in- the 1996 International Wine Challenge 
(one of the pickiest wine competitions in 
the world) and selected by the even pick- 
ier Wine Spectator as one of its best buys 
in March 1996. The Spectator's verdict 
was: "Smooth, spicy, almost plush in tex- 
ture, with good cterry flavours and nice 
balance. An Italian red that is easy to enjoy 
now..." 

Bordeaux Direct is especially closely 
involved both in how the grapes are grown 
and in how the wine is made. For 1995 
thefimi worked even more closely with pro- 
ducers to seajre the best frert from the best 
vineyard sites, in the province of Chieti , 
just behind Pescara on the Adriatic coast 
Filippo Baccalaro, the winemaker, paid 
extra-special attention to such good fruit 
and made tor Bordeaux Direct a cuvee with 
deeper colour and more fruit than is usual. 


selected wines io give you a irue flavour o'f Angela Chardonnay 1995, Marche VdT: Far- 
independent winemakers from each country, nesc Signifero 1995. MnnicDuIciuno 


independent winemakers trom each country, nesc Signifero 1995. Monlepuleiuno 
And then there is Lhe World Selection, which d'Abruzzo DOC: La Situlia 1995, Trenlino 
includes examples from each country. Merlot DOC. Normal price: £76.94. Offer 

.All will be delivered to vour door (you don *t price: £39.99. 
gel much more direct than that) for a charge 1 FROM SPAIN: Rim ilia Martinez Bujanda 
of £4.95. You will also receive full tasting notes Blanco Oak-Aged 1 994. Rioja DOC; Castillo 
and a free copy of Bordeaux Direct s Wine Labastida 1995, Rioja DOC: Masia Baeh 
Guide. All explorers benefit from local guides Merlot 1 994. Penedcz DO; La Camera 1991. 
■ who really know the lay of the land - and this Carinena DO. Normal price £77.52. Offer 
is where Bordeaux DirecL recently acclaimed price; £39.99. 

by Grapevine as “By The Case" Wine Mer- 1 FROM AUSTRALIA: McKinney Ridge 


chant of the Year for 1997, comes in. 


1996, South Eastern Australia; Woongara 


Its founder, Tony Laithwaite, brought his Sauvignon Blanc 1996, Rcdcliffe Coonawarra; 


ng of drinl 


first consignment direct from a Bordeaux 
producer in 1969. He believed then - and still 
does - that the way to buy real wine is to go 
straight to source, the winemaker in the vine- 
yard. 

From those tiny beginnings, he has built the 


Tatachilla Keystone Grenache Shiraz 1995, 
McLaren Vale: Raven’s Creek 1996, South 
Eastern Australia. Normal Price: £73.98. 
Offer price: £39.99. 

1 WORLD SELECTION: Domaine des 
Vercheres Chardonnay 1995, Bourgogne 


company into an enterprise that has travelled AOC: Famifia Martinez Bujanda Bianco 

.f .llh. - . et I a i T-I ■ - I mi-* 


the globe in search of quality at an afford- 
able price. Now, 28 years later, he has 
applied that principle to the point where the 
firm should really be called “Bordeaux-and 
anywhere-else-in-the-world-ihat-produces - 
good-wine Direct." That expertise is now at 
your disposal. 

t You can have full confidence. Bordeaux 
Direct guarantees: “Taste the wines and if you 


Oak-Aged 1994, Rioja DOC; McKinney 
Ridge 1996. South Eastern Australia; Les 
Landiers Sauvignon Blanc 1996, Jardin de la 
France VdP; Earnese Signifero 1995, Mon- 
tepulciano d'Abruzzo DOC; Chateau Grand 
Videau 1994. Bordeaux Superieur AOC: La 
Cantera 1991, Carinena DO; Raven’s Creek 
1 996, South Eastern Australia. Normal price: 
£70.88. Offer price: £39.99 


^ftifORDEAUX DIRECT 

: by-the-case - 
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rHE YEARif i§p» 

GRAPEVINE 1997 


TODAY: FOCUS ON FRANCE 


ahott 

o! II lottery- 


YOU MAY have thought 
that France, the most pres- 
tigious wine-producing 
country, is notoriously over- 
explored. But there are still 

S hidden pearls - and 
n perils. In any one 
region, there will be hun- 
dreds of producers offering 


Rhdne are all represented. 

Here are tasting notes on 
two of the four wines in the 
12-bottle case. We will fea- 
ture the other two later in 
the series. 

Les Abeilles 1994, Cfites do 
Rh6ne AOG Grown on very 
sandy soil, the grapes used 


berby dishes such as cas- 
soulet and casseroles or 
lighter meats such as pork. 
Drink this year. 

Les Landiers Sauvignon 
Blanc 1996. Now here's a 
real delight, a rich, yet light 
and lively white to drink 
dulled as an aperitif or with 


areas of producers ottering sandy soil, the grapes used craned as an aperitn or witn 
their wares. It takes a steady are mainly Grenache. which rich Osh ana white meat 
nerve to separate the char- tends to give a lovely velvety dishes (or even a lightly- 
latans from the champions, texture with brambly fruit, flavoured salad). 

Our explorer will find this with a little of the sterner It's a classic expression of 
one of the best-mapped Syrah to provide structure the Sauvignon Blanc grape - 
areas of the world. The and finesse. and the good news is that the 

drawback is that so many Andr£ Roux's special 1996 vintage on the Loire 

can now be confirmed as sur- 


signposts point in so many winemaking techniques at 
(Efferent directions, you can bis Chusclan cellar are 
easily get Iosl This is where designed to bring out the 



you need the most expert 
wine guide. Who better than 
Bordeaux Direct? 

Burgundy, the Loire. Bor- 
deaux and the Cotes du 


bis Chusclan cellar are passing the greatly-praised 
designed to bring out the 1995. 


richness and lusbness of the 
fruit with little of the harsh 
tannins. Hence their popu- 
larity. 


Experts will rave about 
gooseberries, lemons and 
nettles, but most of us will be 
happy that h is tangy. aro- 






This will go well with mafic and refreshing. 


¥ THE INDEPENDENT 


DEPENDENT 


Tfleaefompiete this order form and return it with yaur payment to: Bordeaux Direct, FREEPOSX Reading RG4 5ZZ 
{ (Ho stamp required) or telephone 01 18 946 9555. 1 would like to order the 12-bottle case for just £39.99 (plus £4.95 p&p). 
§fl 1 1 understand there is no commitment to any further purchase. 

'■ I Wf/feMiss/0ther Initials Surname ; 
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Milosevic’s man 


chums out lies 
in the country 


“People here don't see opposi- 
tion parties in the same way as 
in the West. We are all Serbs. 
Milosevic is closer to the 
people than the other leaders. 
Our political attitudes are 
closer to ordinary workers and 
peasants." 

Branko Srelenovic, 48-year- 
old boss of the Serbian Social- 
ist Party in the little town of 
Smcderevska Palanka. seems 
confident that President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic will keep 
things looking rosy: “He’s a veiy 
peaceful man." 

Belgrade has been the focus 
of events in Serbia in recent 
months, wiLh huge demonstra- 
tions that have put the regime 
under pressure as never before, 
demanding the recognition of 
opposition election victories 
across the country. This week, 
riot police beat up demonstra- 
tors in the central city of of 
Kragujevac. 

But the future of Serbia will 
be decided not only in Belgrade 
and the other big cities, but in 
places such as Smederevska 
Palanka, an unexceptional town 
of 20,000 inhabitants, sustained 
by one large factory and farm- 
ing in the countryside. 


Serbia's political 
ferment is starting 
to spread to rural 
backwaters, writes 
Steve Crawshaw 
in Smederevska 
Palanka 

Sitting under a large oil 
painting of President Milosevic, 
Mr Srelenovic declares every- 
thing is under control in Smed- 
erevska Palanka. The town has 
had some protests — “50 to 100 
people a day". But, he said, the 
Socialist Parly had won the re- 
cent elections. Twenty-seven 
seats went to the Socialists and 
22 to the Zajedno opposition al- 
liance. And was there any dis- 
pute over the figures, as there 
has been elsewhere in Serbia? 
None at all Mr Srelenovic said. 

Interesting, then, that the 
demonstrations turn out to get 
1,000 people a day, not 50, 
and sometimes several thou- 
sand, according to many in the 
town. fPetar Zjvanovic, the lo- 
cal correspondent for Radio 
Belgrade, offered radio reports 


on the protests but was told 
what he could do with the idea. 
The nationwide pattern of 
protests is officially invisible.) 

Zajedno insists it defeated 
the Socialists with 26 to 23 
seats, an opposition victory pro- 
claimed on angry posters all 
around the town, and which has 
been upheld by the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Co-oper- 
ation in Europe (OSCE). When 
I return to ask Mr Sretenovic 
why he told such cheerful lies 
about “undisputed figures", he 
is (not surprisingly) lost for an 
answer. “May I offer you a 
drink?" he finally asks. 

On the streets of Smed- 
erevska Palanka, there is little 
sign of the universal support for 
Mr Milosevic that Mr SreLen- 
ovic claims to deLect. Petar 
Mirkovic, a dentist, says: “We’re 
fed up with this government. It’s 
too hardline. At the start 1 sup- 
ported Milosevic. But it became 
obvious he's an orthodox Com- 
munist" Dejan Dabovic. 21. a 
night guard, believes that 
“Milosevic is terrible for our 
country". Dejan has not been 
paid for several months. 

Most people in the town are 
either out of work, or theoret- 



Laughing policeman: In Belgrade yesterday, a riot policeman in an unguarded moment at a cordon blocking student protesters Photograph. Reuters 


ically in work but rarely paid. 
Even those who are paid have 
little to celebrate: £60 is a typ- 
ical monthly wage. Not all have 
lost faith. Dragan. a farmer, in- 
sists: “We have no better man 
than Milosevic. He’s a good 
man, he wants to save us." 


None the less, now the wars in 
Bosnia and Croatia' ore over, 
there is little to bind this em- 
bittered community to its ruler. 

Petar Priradovic, a support- 
er of Zajedno, says Mr Milo- 
sevic will not let go easily: 
“Communists don't give up 


power without blood. Milosevic 
wants to do that." 

Even Mr Sretenovic is less 
loyal than he might once have 
been. Asked if Serbia is lucky 
to have Mr Milosevic, there is 
a long pause. “At the moment 
there’s no other leader." And 


will the President be seen pos- 
itively by h&orians? Mr Sreten- 
ovic laughs nervously. “1 can’t 
judge. Only time will tell" 
^Belgrade (Reuter) — Serbian 
Socialist hardliners and oppo- 
sition leaders from Kragujevac 
struck a deal yesterday over the 


control of local media to avert 
more bloody clashes in the city. 
However, minutes later, the 
main board of the ruling So- 
cialist Party (SPS) led by Mr 
Milosevic, slammed the oppo- 
sition Zajedno coalition for 
“destabilising" the country. 
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NO LINE RENTAL 

FOR A WHOLE YEAR 

low CEILNET DIGITAL PACKAGES*!) 


Philips Fizz 

Digital Mobile Phone 


Ericsson 318 

Digital Mobile 
Phone Package 

• Up to 230 minutes 
talktime/67 hours standby 

• 50 name and number 
memory 

In-store Price £16449* 


EACH 

PLUS C3SL50 CONNECTION FEE 
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Nokia i 6 io ! 

Digital Mobile 
Phone Package 

• Up to 210 minutes talktime/ * 

I 
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100 hours standby 
• 100 name and number 
memory 

In-store Price £164.49* 


VOUCHER 

PRICE 

* 




► Up to 75 minutes talktime/ 

45 hours standby 
i Up to 250 name and number memory 
i Last TO number redial 

SALE PRICE 



Nokia 2110 

Digital Mobile Phone 
• Up to 70 minutes talktime/ 
20 hours standby 


SALE PRICE 


c69M 


SAVE £ e20 on cordless phones!! -HALF PRICE MOBILE PHONES 


Petacom 
Discovery 
• Last number mfei 


SALE PRICE 
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SAVE t~o 35% ON TELEPHONES 


FREE CALLS 

f5 minute every month 

umD ttw end of 1997" 



SALE PRICE 


BT 

Duet 200 
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You'll make 
a far better choice 
at The Link Sale! 

Visit any Link store and you'll 
discover a huge range of mobile 
phones and advanced communication 
products - it's the biggest choice 
in the High Street 
Our friendly, helpful staff will help 
you make the right purchase to suit 
your needs and your pocket 
With fantastic new offers and 
bargains every day in The Link Sale, 
why go anywhere else! 


77 Stores Nationwide 


AND NOW OPEN IN: 

ABERDEEN • DERBY • EDINBURGH 

• HANLEY • HEREFORD • LEEDS 

• MANSFIELD • METRO CENTRE 

• NEWCASTLE • NOTTINGHAM 

• SOUTHPORT • STOCKPORT 


FREEPHONE 0500 222 666 

TOR YOUR NEAREST STORE AND TO ORDER DIRECT 
Why not visit our Web Site at wrniihe-ftnhxoJdi 


THE BIGGEST CHOICE 

Choose from the largest range of 
oom muni cailon products in the UK - 
mouse phones, faxes, pagers, 
telephones - plus organisers and 
palmtop computers. 



IMPARTIAL EXPERT ADVICE 

Our expert staff are spedaBy trained 
In all communication products and wfl 
be happy to help you make the choke 
BiafS right hr you. 


L?J 



THE LINK PRICE PROMISE 

If you Rnd exactly the same package 
cheaper iocafly within 7 days, we win 
refund the dfference. 


COVER PLAN COMPREHENSIVE 

A range of insurance policies available 
on all our products, except software 
to qlve you complete peace of mind 
for up to 5 years. 



FREE CHOKE GUARANTEE 

for a small one-off fee of D5 when 
you mate yor purchase, you can be 

assilHf that Should y oar drcumstances 

change, you can retun you- phone and 
cancel your airtime. 



MONEY BACK GUARAMTEE 

if you « no! completely satisfied, 
return your purchase lor a refund 

within 14 days for moMe phones. 

7 days (or all other products. 
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• 12 number memory 
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Menaced radio 
to stay on air 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


Croatia's only independent ra- 
dio station won a broadcasting 
licence yesterday, two months 
after mass protests in Zagreb 
thwarted a an attempt by the 
government to shut it down. 

Radio 101, a Zagreb-based 
station viewed by many Croats 
as a beacon of free expression, 
was granted a five-year licence 
by the state telecommunications 
council, the same body which 
tried to sQence the station last 
November. 

Radio 101 is highly popular 
with young Croats, people of in- 
dependent views and critics of 
President FranjoTudjman's na- 
tionalist government. More than 
100,000 people jammed the 
streets of Zagreb m support of 
the station two months ago in the 
largest anti-government protest 
since the country declared 
independence from Yugoslavia 
in 1991. 

Since coming to power in 
1990, MrTudjman has ensured 
that most Croatian newspa- 
pers, as well as national televi- 


sion and radio, have fallen un- 
der the direct control or influ- 
ence of his ruling party, the 
Croatian Democratic Union 
(HDZ). However, the mass 
protests in Zagreb combined 
with pressure from Western 
governments to force him to 
give way over Radio 101. 

Mr Tudjman, 74, who is 
thought to be suffering from ad- 
vanced cancer, had more pa- 
tience with Radio 101 in the late 
: 1980s, when it gave him airtime 
as an outspoken dissident 
against the former Communist 
government In recent years, the 
HDZ has been shajply critical 
of the station, a point that em- 
phasises the growing gap be- 
tween the ruling party and 
liberal public opinion in Zagreb: 

Voters in the capital, where 
a quarter of Croatia’s 4.8 mil- 
lion people live, rejected the 
HDZ in municipal elections in 
1995, but Mr Tudjman has re- 
fused to allow the opposition to 
appoint a mayor. Instead, he has 
used his right under Croatian 
law to veto opposition candi- 
dates for the job and appoint a 
member of bis own party. 
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Exceptional 
Mortgage 
Deals - 
Talk To 
Us Now 


To find out more, 
contact your 
nearest branch. 
Or call us FREE 
on 0800 126 125. 
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TH EUJDEPENDEtfT 


Tycoon Tung names his dream team 


Critics excluded from 
Hong Kong cabinet 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Tbng Chee-hwa, who wilj head 
Hong FCong's first post-colonial 
government, yesterday unveiled 
the membership of his Execu- 
tive CouncQ or cabinet The line 
up gives a strong indication of 
the sort of regime Mr Tung in- 
tends to run, after the colony's 
handover to China. 

The cabinet is balanced be- 
tween new and old order per- 
sonalities and displays a 
sensitivity to fears that someone 
as rich as Mr Tung will be sur- 
rounded by fellow tycoons. 

In the past colonial Executive 
Councils have always had a 
representative from the mighty 
Hongkong Bank and the big 
trading houses or hongs. Mr 
Tung's cabinet has no such per- 
son sitting at the table although 
he has taken in Charles Lee, a 
lawyer and former stock ex- 
change chairman who is dose 
to Li Ka-shing, the territory's 
richest man. 

Half the members are busi- 
nessmen, a couple of whom are 
rich but not as nch as Mr Tung, 
who used to head the Overseas 
Orient shipping group. Byway 
of balance, the executive coun- 
cil for the first time has a trade 
unionist as member. He is lam 
Yhi-cbung, a stalwart of the pio- 
Peking trade union federation. 

Among the rising stars of the 
new order is Leung Cbun-ying, 
who many people view as a suc- 
cessor to Mr Tung. Mr Leung 
has established a highly suc- 
cessful property conglomerate 
which married his considerable 
entrepreneurial skills to his im- 
peccable political connections 
in Peking. 


While Mr Leung represents 
the most visible face of the new 
order, Mr Tung has taken on 
board Chung Sze-yuen, one of 
the most famous veterans of the 
old order. Sir Sze-yuen served 
as the most senior executive 
councillor during the 1980s 
and played an influential role 
during the negotiations for 
the change of Hong Kong’s 
sovereignty. 

like three other members of 
the Thug cabinet. Sir Sze-yuen 
seems to have abandoned the 
use of his knighthood. Dame 
Rosanna Wong, who was en- 
nobled in the last honours list. 


who could be described as pro- 
viding a bridge to critics of the 
incoming government, espe- 
cially the Democratic Party 
which commands majority pop- 
ular support. 

MrTung is dearly staking out 
a position for himself as a firm 
defender of Peking’s policy. In 
a landmark speech on Thursday 
night he outlined a position of 
supporting what he described as 
“traditional Chinese values”, 



Tung Chee-hwa: Supporting 
‘traditional Chinese values' 


and is only one of two members 
of the Patten cabinet to survive, 
has also dropped her new title. 
The former Chief Justice, SirTi- 
liang Yang, became plain Mr 
Yang when he joined the so 
called election race which was 
won by Mr Ting He appears to 
have been rewarded for his ef- 
forts to give credibility to the 
election. 

Significantly there are no 
members of the new cabinet 


which creates gridlock” and 
leads to decisions “based on 
short term expediency rather 
than the long term interest of 
the people”. 

He defended the controver- 
sial recommendation of a Chi- 
nese advisory committee to 
amend dvfl rights legislation 
and restore old colonial powers 
limiting the right of assembly 

and aagnriflrirm ag M lftga}fo rir ar)d 

technical in nature and not 
controversial". 

Mr Tung's style in dealing 
with critics oscillates between 
the avuncular and behaving 
remarkably like Chinese officials 
who are unaccustomed to bong 
questioned. 

Under questioning follow- 
ing his Thursday night speech, 
Mr Ting turned on one 
reporter, saying that it did 
not matter what be believed 
because the position outlined by 
hims elf was the one be 
believed in and chat was what 
mattered. 

Governor Chris Patten had 
Mr Tung m his cabinet as the 
nominal voice of opposition. 
Mr Tung has presumably 
learned something from this 
experiment and derided not to 
repeat iL 




Peking’s 

supertroops 

ready to go 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 




garrison have been equipped with skills wtu_ 

-Climbing to the top of a four-storey 
12 seconds, not by the stairs but _ U P 


wall aided only by safety ropes, is a 
requirement for every soldier. . ^ 

Should any of these nimble soldiers be 
tempted tyalife of crime, *ereshouldt«^ . 
problem with the getaway car. All arwers wim 
the garrison must be able to squeeze through 
the crowded streets of Hong Kongm a nghj- 
band drive vehicle, somemnesat^d^ without 
violating any traffic rules, said the 
This wifi be something of a novelty for mfotaiy 
drivers who, clearly identifiable m China by 
their white number plates, are notorious on the 
mainland for disregarding all traffic regulations 

Language training in Cantonese and English, 
as well as lessons in Hong Kong’s customs, 
lifestyles and maimers have been part of the 

/ f \rt w jr people, for whom the thought of thousands of 

‘ ,-J J \ Tf'im Jr mainland soldiers moving into the territory is 

'■■yJB"' -J r V unnerving, to say the least. They are there, m 

•/ Jf ■ f m — A. theorv, to safeguard national sovereignty, and 

. ' >* luJ+P J A when'requested by the Hong Kong government 

^ to help maintain public order or provide 

/ ' T** ?** disaster relief. 

. Jf c "sv f Hong Kong people are most worried, 

r / ] * however, by clauses in the mainland's Garrison 

f / Law, passed on 30 December, which mean on- 

Jr .. duty PLA personnel and vehicles cannot be 

f gr ~ fi- • inspected by Hong Kong police, and will come 

Chain gang: Protesters outside Ting Chee-hwa’s office in Hong Kong yesterday liken Peking's plans to under the jurisdiction of China's Supreme 
curb civil liberties in the colony with the purges during China’s Cultural Revolution Photograph: Reuters People s Court if they commit cml offences. 


Star-spangled chat show 
plugs the Kremlin line 
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For the devoted viewer of that 
American institution, the late- 
night talk show, it comes as a 
surprise. There’s the familiar 
set, the metropolitan skyline, 
sparkling with wicked nocturnal 
promise. 

There’s the host in the suit 
and tie, sitting behind a desk 
decorated by coffee cups and a 
pot of pencils. And there, too, 
is the guest, in an armchair, bat- 
tling against occasional inter- 
ruptions from the band. In fact, 
until they open their mouths, 
there’s nothing to remind you 
that this is not the Big Apple, 
but Moscow. 

Russia's rapidly evolving tele- 
vision entertainment industry 


now has its own, strikingly sim- 
ilar. version of David Letterman 
and Jay Leno, using the format 


pioneered by the US King of 
Thlk himself, Johnny Carson. 
The programme, Dobri Vecher 
(Good Evening) was launched 
this month on Russian television 


by Video International Pro- 
ductions. After studying the 


ductions. After studying the 
US shows, they hired a popu- 
lar young comic called Igor 
Ugolnikov, 25 writers, and a 
Russian circus band leader, 
and set to work. 

You might think success was 
assured, but the Russians were 
nervous. Russian audiences 
are still more conservative than 
their western counterparts. Tt 
was a very big creative risk,” said 
Alexander Akopov, the execu- 
tive producer. 


So far it has paid oft Pre- 
liminary figures suggest itis do- ! 
mg well, with 12 to 14 per cent" 
of the potential night-time au- 
dience. The show is, however, 
still a far cry from Che world of 
. publicists, law suits and doubt- 
ful jokes that has been spawned ; 
by the murky ratings war be- ! 
tween Leno and Letterman. • 
“Our programme is more ; . 
serious,” said Mr Ugolnikov. 

It's true. In one of his first 
shows, he did a “Top Ten” fist, 
borrowing one of the most pop- 
ular items on the Letterman 
Show. But unlike that great en- 
tertainer, it was not about the 
peccadilloes of the Resident or 
the apparent guilt of OJ Simp- 
son. He offered the “Top Tfen 
reasons why Russians should 
not join Nato”. 
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Try the bigger, better, brighter 
Independent on Sunday tomorrow 


. •. • • . . W.’HX.P ■■■ 






There':, an expanded news section with extra puges for the very best in comment 
arid analysis - including Focus, a new in-depth look at the big stories of the week. 


business 


BEAT THEM WITH 
AN EBAC AND SAVE UP TO £50 


A new second section containing our unrivalled business and SpOTSs coverage. 


^spending 
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A new section full of new*, fruiuiw. ideas, and advice on travel, property and money | # 


Water on sills, mould, mildew, peeling wallpaper and damp are all signs of 
condensation problems; problems that can be controlled with an Ebac 
dehumidifier. Quiet, neat and economical to run, an Ebac Homedry has the 
power to pull up to 12 pints of excess moisture out of a home every day. 


^real life 


riip smmn un the way we live today spotlighting what’s new and 
mak,n S The Critics - the week in the arts reviewed 


THE SUNDAY REV IEW 


; ^erv 


With £20 off the Homedry 440 and up to £50 off the Homedry 870 models 
during January, you won't find a better time to buy, or a better solution to 
condensation. So call in at your local stockist today. 



Europe's best selling Dehumidifiers 


Now includes 

Tull seven -day 
TV listings within 
Sunda\‘ Ptorww. 
a comprehensive critical 
guide to the weeks 
television and radio 



Plus: Tlte 100 
Greatest Paintings 
in Britain today: 
and The New Science 
of Health - find out 
how scientists could 
improve your sex life 


:r HSI aw.un.ny, Deieoeo rawemouse rones. IGIcHKIOIIc U I doll nUZhU? 

Seeboand, Scottish Power Ufestyte Plus, Selected Coops, State of Guernsey Electricity, Tempo or Fmail ..r If" + au 

Electrical and Computer Superstores and ail good electoral retailers. y ^ or Email US On: tm@ebac.CO.uk 


AND FREE THIS WEEK: 

Improve your body and your self-esteem with PtlDlka, W®lD@ll 
fira issue of the new- Body Shop magazine. 


Ebac Limited. Bishop Auckland. Co Durham DL14 9AL 
Dtscoums are off manufacturer, suggested wmi pnc«. AH often subject to awfafawy from parfopating stores 


Fancy „„ne .wan-upping ^ sn<) rkellingy Read our apecial alternative 
g.n'l,. to the even,., „f m, puWUhed in aviation lith Guinne* 
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. and you won’t have to 
I go far to find them 

:over just how special the Macintosh Performa range is at your local Apple Dealer today and 
m claim £ 200 back if you buy a Macintosh Performa 5400 or 6400 before the end of January? 


tl chat shm | 
•emlin lint * 


aputers 
ler St, London 


hrd Floor), 

(■ompron Rd, London 


| Systems 

1 raw k Mews, London 

i/ A 

149 8222 

/lot* 

L 10 William Rd, 

Ion NW13EN 
'383 2727 



i $ lomasonic Computer 

ifll jitre 

/omasonic House, 

: fhe Crest, Hendon, London 
p4 2HW 

; " r " -■ J?1 203 8989 

- j 

• ' unputer Warehouse* 

v , Hatton St, London NWS 8PR 
■ ‘r;:/|71 724 4104 

‘ “ : asteiner tochnologies 

: 5-22 Seeding Way, Edmonton, 
• ' jndon N18 2YZ 

181 345 6000 

licro Anvika 

5 Chenies St, London 
- W:i£TET 
•l- -. - 01 tl 636 2547 

— -MitroRent 
— ^SL Madts Studios, 

VT Chllingwonh Rd, London 
> N78QI 
- ' ** >1717004848 

Wygate* 

Unit 11, 
fouihbrook Industrial Estate, 
louthbrook Rd, 

• i-ondanSE12 8LG 

• ’ | )8000181424 

i*M Systems 
, '82 Gaoatt Lane, London 
. i.WUOIZ 
■11816721241 

jlystem Solutions 
( |he Desktop Centre, 

• |7-19BlackwaterSt, 
)X)ndonSE22 8RS 
1*181 693 3355 

Itaha Computers 
!.20 Chiswick High Rd, 
i^hiswfck, London W4 1PU 
1)1819947424 


Tasha Computers 

290 Kensington High St, 
London Wl4 8NZ 
0171 602 9444 

Trams 

47-51 Gillingham St, 

London SW1V 1HS 
0171 544 1300 

SOUTHEAST 

1st Temptation Computers 

29/30 Witling St, Canterbury 
01227 764455 

ADM Computing 

24 Lower Bridge St, Canterbury 
01227 450200 

ApplePoint Thames Valley 

1 Mackenzie St, High St, Slough 
01753 518866 

CIC Software 

26 Hjgh St, Merstham, Redhill 

01737 644829 

Qocktower 

Stortford Rd, Little Hadham 
01279 771038 

Computer Sense 

Grovelands Business Centre, 
Boundary Vfav, 

Heme) Hempstead 
01442 252555 

Datacore Consultants 

319a Broomfield Rd, Chelmsford 
01245261578 

GDN Associates 
23 Manor Rd, Hastings 
01424714110 

Express Graphics Systems 
Unit 14, Pelham Court 
Business Centre, Crawley 
01293 416416 

Flame 

12 Kings Park, Primrose Hill, 
Kings Langley 
01923 270171 

Hussey & Greaves 
94 Hutton Rd, Shenfield, 
Brentwood 
01277 226262 

Mactine* 

Mill House, Mill Lane, 
Carehalron 
0181401 1311 

MacWhrehouse* 

Unit 6, WbLsey Business Park, 
Tolpits Lane, Watford 
0800 801936 

Network Computer 
Consultants 

Famcbirnbe House, 

16 Market St, Lewes 
01273487702 


ME Electronics 

4 Weighbridge Row, 

Cardiff Rd, Reading 
01734 500551 

Network Professional 

110 Queens Rd, Brighton 
01273748083 

Performance Direct* 

Kingfisher House, 

160-162 High St, Egham 
01784 477088 

Solutions Incorporated 

200 Pordand Rd, Hove 
01273 203323 

SRS Systems 

Unit I Belvue Business Centre, 
Belvue Rd, Northolt 
0181841 1S00 

Thames Vhlley Systems 
1 Southern Court, South St, 
Reading 
0118958 1829 

The Mac Express 
10 Lawrence Rd.Wst Wickham 
0181 462 5626 

The Mac Zone* 

Genesis House, Merrow Lane, 

Guildford 

0800 393696 

Universal Advanced 
Technology 

Ullswater Crescent Industrial 
Estate, Maripit Lane, 

Coulsdon 
0181 763 5000 

Viewdata Computing 

Central House, 124 High St, 
Hampton Hill 
0181 943 3922 

SOUTH 

Island Computer Systems 

41 Horsebridge Hill, 

Parkhurst, Isle of Wight 
01983 821717 

Lan-LT-Uke 

12a Sandleheath Industrial 
Estate, Old Brickyard Rd, 
Sandleheath, Fordingbridge 
01425 657905 

The Music Corporation 
The Market Place, Ringwood 
01425470007 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Guernsey Computers 

33 Commercial Arcade, 

Sl Peter Fort 
01481 728738 


EAST ANGLIA 
AppleCentxe Cambridge 

Unit 5. Clifton Court, Cambridge 
01223 2*47111 

Electronics for Publishing 

Suite 2, The Old Church, 

Sl Matthews Rd, Norwich 
01603 767574 

Hussey & Knights 
Graphics House, 60 Bethel St, 
Norwich 
01603761030 

Peterborough Computer 
Systems 

5 Milnyard Square, Bakewell Rd, 
Orton Southgate, Peterborough 
01733 370606 

SOUTHWEST 
AM Micro Distribution 

Roman Court, 

48 New North Rd, Exeter 
01392426473 

Computer Capability 

14 Oaktree Place, Matfond 
01392 207620 

LP & TS Publishing 

14 Camelot Court, Somerton 
01458274528 

Tkntra Computers 
48 Kensington Park Rd, Bristol 
0117 9724708 

Thvy Typesetting 
42 Brook St, Tavistock 
01822 615007 

Servo Computer Services 

6 Manaton Court, 

Manaron Close, 

Matfond Business Park, Exeter 
01392201300 

Western Computers 
Victoria House, Temple Gate, 
Bristol 

0117922 5661 

MIDLANDS 
Adams Computers 

High St, Suaon Coldfield 
0121 3549222 

Apple Centre Nottingham 

Queens Court, Lemon Lane, 

Nottingham 

0115 950 5352 

Bedford Computers 

31-33 Tavistock St, Bedford 
01234 271113 

C J Graphic Supplies 

90 Newtown Row, Birmingham 
0121 333 3448 


Celtip Computers 

Lower Mill St, Kidderminster 
01562 822222 

Gordon Harwood* 
Computers 
New St, Alfreton 
01773836781 

Jigsaw Systems* 

The Old Mill, High Church St, 

Nottingham 

0115 942 2990 

Leicester Computer 
Centre 

1 Jarrom Sl Leicester 
0116255 6268 

PCM Technologies 

Midland House, 

3rd Floor, New Rd, Halesowen 
0121 585 0191 

SidweB Technology 

48 Dorridge Rd, Dorridge, 

Solihull 

01564 775775 

Ihck Associates 
18 Chester Rd North, 

Sutton Coldfield 
01213537625 

WALES 

Blaenachddn Computer 
Centre 

Capd I wan, Newcastle Emlyn, 

Carmarthenshire 

01559 371219 

Copystat (Cardiff) 

Norbury Rd, Fairwater, Cardiff 
01222 566133 

Hi-Mach UK 

Hie Church House, 
Hawkesbury Rd, Buckley 
01244549563 

MacWestem 
Longcross Court, 

47 Newport Rd, Cardiff 
01222 465656 

Vonlan Print Technologies 

The Media Centre, 

Ivor House, Bridge St, Cardiff 
01222 222555 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
CEM Computers 

CEM House, 

Victoria Business Park, 

West Bank Rd, Belfast 
01232 556677 

Office Overload 

24 William Sl Dungannon 
01868727323 


Firebird 

Unit 67 Enterprise House, 
Balloo Avenue, Ballou 
Industrial Estate, Bangor 
01247 2~4141 

NORTH 
ABC Microcore 

99 High Sl Gosforth, 

Newcastle Upon Tyne 
0191 213 12 12 

AppleCentre Warrington 

Gemini Business Park, 

244 Europa Boulevard, 
Westbrook, Wirrington 
01925 44*499 

3 Dabs Direct* 

Direct House, 

30 Wingates Industrial Park, 
West Houghton, Bolton 
0800680000 

Direct Memory 

98 Grosvenor Sl All Saints, 

Manchester 

01612744404 

FH Brown 

Mary Sr, Mandiester 

0l6i 661 1000 

FH Brown 

Elmhirst Lane, Dodworth, 

Barnsley 

01226777111 

FH Brown 

Farrington Rd, Burnley' 

01282 830000 

Hi-Tfec Computer Services 
Cliffe House, Prospea Rd, 
Bradford 
01274 626379 

Holdens Computer Services 
Hie Mansioas, Chapel Lane, 
Longton, Preston 
01772 615512 

Jennings Computer Services 

133 Victoria Rd, Scarborough 
01723374196 

LCS (North West) 

Orchard House, Castle Garth, 
Kendal 

01539741777 

Newcastle Computer 
Services 

Belville House, Pontdand, 
Newcasde Upon Tyne 
01661 803000 

RV Business Services 
10 HardhomWiy, 
Poulton-Ie-Fyide 
01253 899144 


Resolution 

Unit7Rother Court, 

Barbot Industrial Estate, 

Rotherham 

01709 523535 

Semaphore Design (Systems) 
Progress House, 

22 Pilgrims St, Liverpool 
0151 7087101 

The Apple Studio 

Castlegate Quay, 

Stockton on Sea 
01642 679000 

tomorrow's World 

25-33 Paragon St, Hull 
01482 324887 

SCOTLAND & THE ISLES 
AppleCentre Dundee 

Suite 3, Grianan Building, 
Dundee Technical Park, 
Dundee 
01382 561110 

AppleCentre Edinburgh 
14/16 Hofyrood Rd, Edinburgh 
01315575995 

AppleCentre Scotsys 
Righead Industrial Park, 

BdlshilL Strathclyde 
01698846001 

CMYF Digital Solutions 
42-44 Swanfield, 

Bennington Rd, Edinburgh 
01315555252 

Caxpe Diem Solutions 

Unit 2, 

Hie Pon Dundas Business Park, 
100 Borron St, Glasgow 
0141 333 9901 

Inverness Mac Shop 

44 Swanston Avenue, Inverness 
01463 221770 

PP Systems 

Templandshaw, Som, Mauchline 
01290 551543 

The Computer Shop 

169 Commercial Sl 
L erwick, Shetland 
01595 694744 

OTHER OUTLETS 

The Macintosh Performa range 
is also available from hundreds 
of other Apple Dealers and 
Retailers nationwide. 

For details of other Macintosh 
Performa stockists not listed 
here, call the Apple Information 
Centre, free on 0800 234800. 

♦These dealers also offer 
direct telephone sales and 
delivery nationwide. 




Apple 


Jfaona* ftrf™ oho jnoilMe from selected branches of Come,, Curm, ftam Jubn Utcis. PC Vbrld and Tempo O December 1998. Apple Comptder. Inc The .Apple logo is a roistered trademark and Apple, Madntob and Perform! an trademark of Apple Computer, tar. tegiaered in ,be VS and other caumn*. 

Un„w,sb Perform, and made from 8 January 1997 to 3 ! Jarman 1997. from pamcipalinp Apple Dealer, and teiailcrs n/bjec! U) availability. In order w claim a cheque backforMO. ,-urcbascrs mu* compile end return a claim firm ngnberrUbproof qfa quohjymg purchase , till map, or 

i ’^^lunMe^capurtPased). Zlaterlban 28 February 1997. clam *lU no, be accepted d/rtr /Aft date /lease do no, send origuul till recap* or into, as as the? cannot he returned. Claim forms are arailahkfrom pamapating Apple Dealers and Keunlen Only -me claim may be made per qualifying product purchased Chum 
™ ' forms completed fa fyple Dealers or Rciailm irill not be accepted fiease allou' 2& days for recap, of a claimed cbopte 
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Blood of forgotten 
thousands stains 
birth of new nations 
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When Edwin Lutyens drew up 
iris plans for New Delhi, he made 
ample provision for great pub- 
lic spectacles to glorify the Raj 
- notably the Rajpath. the broad 
highway where tomorrow mil- 
lions nf I ndians will gather to cel- 
ebrate the end of British rule and 
the founding of the Republic. 

This year, the annual Re- 
public Day Parade has special 
significance as it also mans the 
50th anniversary of indepen- 
dence. For the past few weeks 
there have been daily rehearsals 
on the Rajpath, with thousands 
of schoolchildren twirling flags 
and marching to music. It has 
been cheerful and colourful; and 
because of the setting, certain- 



As India celebrates the 
50th anniversary of its 
independence from 
Britain, Julian Pettlfer 
(left) examines the 
horrors of partition - in 
which half a million died 
- and the unhappy 
history of Pakistan 


When the multitude gathers 
at the Rajpath tomorrow, 
someone will perhaps look at 


“Looking back at what we 
have done in the past fifty 
years,” he said, “do we have the 


phatic “no” is Karachi's best 
known gadfly, Ardeshir Cow- 
agee. Writing in the leading 
broadsheet he concluded that 
50 yean after the birth of 
democracy there is nothing to 
shout about “In what sort of 
democracy,” he asks, “do 
known robbers, looters of pub- 
lic wealth, bleachers of truth, 
misappropriators of widows 
and orphans funds, contest 
election to Parliament?" 

That of course is a rhetorical 
question; but he fact that h is 
so bravely posed would suggest, 
that at a dismal time, there is at 
least one thing worth celebrat- 
ing: a resoundingly free press. 
■ Julian Pettifcr reports for 


m f 


►y iff 


because of the setting, certain- someone will perhaps look at years,” he said, “do we have the ■ Julian Pettifer reports for ^ iqq7pir people died 

ly not lacking in several shades the long lists of war dead and right to celebrate?" Among Asiafile at 1130am today on People In Bombay celebrating independence from Brttami w ‘ . ^Jar dead Phot ogre 

of irony. remember that the indepen- those who would give an em- BBC Radio 4. the Republic than are recorded on India s memorial tot = >eco — - 

At the eastern end of the Raj- dence and the creation of the _ 
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path, looming over the festivi- 
ties, is the massive shape of 
India Gate, one of Delhi's im- 
posing memorials to the days of 
the Raj. India Gate is a tri- 
umphal arch. 40 metres high, 
bearing the inscription “To the 
Dead of the Indian Armies 
who fell and are honoured in 
France and Flanders, Meso- 
potamia, East Africa and Gal- 
lipoli”. Beneath, chiselled into 
the red sandstone and covering 
the whole of the great monu- 
ment, are the names of 85,000 
soldiers who died for the British 
Empire in the First World War. 

For anyone raised on 
Kipling's tales of the Raj, the 
names alone stir the blood: 3rd 
Skinners Horse. Rajput Light 


Republic they have come to cel- 
ebrate was accompanied by far 
greater loss of life than that 
recorded on the India Gate. 

For India and for the Indian 
Army, partition was a devas- 
tating event As the nation di- 
vided along communal and 
religious lines, so did the Army. 
A military machine that had tak- 
en 200 years to build was split 
apart in a matter of months. 

To compound the agony, the 
final duty demanded of the 
Army was to police the vast ex- 
change of populations -Muslims 
to Pakistan and Hindus to India 
- that accompanied partition. It 
is thought that 10 million peo- 
ple fled their homes and em- 
barked upon the greatest 


Infantry, L29tb Baluchis, 13 . migration the world has ever 


right to 
celebrate? 9 


Frontier Force 
Rifles; and the 

military ranks, , _ _ . 

subadars and se- % LiOOKlIlff 
pays and havil- , ° 

dars; and above jjfc WilElt* W6 
all, the names of _ , , 

the men, distinc- ilEVG Q0H6, QO 
lively Hindu, , . . 

Muslim, Sikh and W6 have the 

history in those right tO 
stones that bas a _ . 0 m 

special resonance Celebrate.'^ 

today. The Indian 

Army, raised by 

the British on the subcontinent away the l 
was a truly great military force. In Kara 

In the Second World War it mony will 
played a decisive role in dc- solemn of 
fearing the Japanese; and at that Mobammi 
time, with two and a half mil- died only : 
lion men under arms, it was the If he bad li 
largest volunteer army ever Pakistani? 
raised anywhere. Another mea- pier infai 
sure of its greatness was the way about tog 
in which all the Indian com- estconton 
rn unities, Hindu, Sikh. Muslim litical am 
and Christian, served and succession 
fought together in harmony. sassmatior 
Yet, less than two years after three civi 
the Second World lifer victory the past < 
parades, that harmony was shar- seems to 
tered. As the independence coming « 
movement gathered strength, it anything. 1 
became clear that India ’s large the carets. 
Muslim minority would never lik Me raj 
agree to be ruled by the Hindu tioned wl 
majority and demanded its own reason whi 
Muslim state, Pakistan. nation's C 


significant shorts 


Strikers bring 
French cities 
to a standstill 

A strike by transport 
workers in support of a 
claim for retirement at 55 
paralysed many French 
cities. Lille. Marseilles, 
Strasbourg. Toulouse and 
Nice had no transport; other 
cities had a limited service. 
Paris, where the authorities 
negotiated a no-strike bonus 
after the 1995 strikes, was 
relatively unaffected. 

Mary Dejcvsky - Paris 

Yxith admits to 
carjack killing 

Michael LaSane. 17, pleaded 
guilty to suffocating 
Kathleen Weinstein, a 
teacher, admitting it was his 
voice on a cassette that bis 
victim recorded secretly 
during a carjacking. He facts 
30 years" jail. 

AP - 7 bins Rivtr. New Jersey 

Yeltsin misses 
another day 

President Boris Yeltsin. who 
is recuperating from 
pneumonia, did not go to 
work for a second day 
yesterday as the opposition 
threatened to continue 
efforts to oust him by trying 
to stall approval of the 
national budget. 

AP - Moscow 


Gang murders 
15 in attack on 
Algerian farm 

An armed group attacked a 
farm on the southern edge 
of the Algerian capital, 
slitting the throats of 15 
people. The latest violence 
came hours before President 
Li amine Zeroual was to 
address the nation on 
whether he still planned 
legislative elections by June. 
AP - Algiers 

Bungee-jump 
woman dies 

A bungee jumper practising 
for the Super Bowl football 
championship halftime show 
was killed when she hit her 
head on the Superdome 
stadium's floor during the 
routine. She suffered 
massive head injuries. 

AP - New (Means 


Minister’s 
honest rouble 

Russia's interior Minister, 
Anatoly Kulikov, won his 
libel suit against Alexander 
Lebed, who had accused him 
of embezzling government 
money' intended for 
breakaway Chechnya. Mr 
Kulikov was awarded the 
symbolic damages he had 
sought: one rouble, worth 
about 0.00 lp. 

AP- Moscow 
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seen. The Army 
was unable to curb 
the intercommunai 
King violence in which 

& up to half a million 

t WG died; and they have 

j no memorial. 

QP QO If anyone thinks 
^ that there is reason 
6 tile in this sad tale for 

independence cel- 
; to ebrations in India 

^ to be a little muted, 

teC y bow much greater 

cause is there for 

Pakistan to put 
away the bunting. 

In Karachi, a solemn cere- 
mony will be held at the Mau- 
soleum of Pakistan’s founder, 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah. Jinnah 
died only a year after partition. 
If he had lived, it is possible that 
Pakistan might have had a hap- 
pier infancy. The nation is 
about to go to the polls, the lat- 
est contortion in 50 years of po- 
litical and social turmoil, a 
succession of military coups, as- 
sassinations and the dismissal of 
three civilian governments in 
the past eight years. No one 
seems to think that, the up- 
coming election will solve 
anything. The Prime Minister in 
the caretaker government, Ma- 
lik Meraj Khalid, has ques- 
tioned whether there is any 
reason whatever to celebrate the 
nation's Goiden Jubilee. 
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Best friend led assassins to Saddam’s son 


gunmen who badly wound- 
ed Uday. Uk son of Saddam 
Hussein, in an ambush last 
month had learned through 
Hday's best friend that he had 
organised a party in a wealthy 
suburb of Baghdad. As he drove 
to the bouse where the party 
was taking place, they riddled 
his white Mercedes with bullets. 

The mechanics of the assas- 
sination attempt, the mosi se- 
rious in Iraq since Saddam 
Hussein took power, were 
spelled out in the Arab daily 
al-Hayar yesterday. It confirms, 
as exclusively revealed by The 
Independent on Thursday, that 
Ra’ad al-Hazaa. the nephew of 
a general who was executed by 
the Iraqi leader in 1990, pro- 
vided the intelligence concern- 
ing the whereabouts of Uday. 

In a telephone interview, 
one of those involved in the plot 
said that Ra'ad al-Hazaa. a 
former officer in the palace 
guard, knew Uday's closest 
friend and drinking companion, 
Lu'ay Kharallah Tulfah. 

Ra'ad learned through him 
that on 12 December Uday 
was intending to hold what he 
called “a girls’ party" in Mansur, 


Ambush throws 
sinister light on 
bloody politics of 
Iraq’s elite, writes 

Patrick Cockbum 

a wealthy district in Baghdad. 

A group called al-Nadba, 
formed by students in Baghdad 
in 1091. bad four men on call 
who made up the ambush team. 
Uday had two cars, both white 
Mercedes, with him which were 
filled with bodyguards. 

However, the guards were 
caught by surprise by the attack 
and were unable to respond. 
The would-be assassins escaped 
in a Toyota and a pick-up. 

Al-Nadha claims that the 
party fled into Iraq's western 
desert where they took refuge 
with an Arab tribe. Ra'ad al- 
Hazaa joined them there. They 
then fled to Jordan and then on 
to the United Arab Emirates. 
Prom there they reached 
Europe. 

The group flatly denies that 
the gunmen entered Iran, which 
would be Lhe most obvious 


Baghdad. 

This account of the flight is 
unconvincing, however, and it 
may be an attempt to shield the 
Iranians, from whom Iraq is 
demanding the return of the 
men who tried to kill Uday. 

Although Iran had no prior 
knowledge of the assassination 
it is embarrassed about giving 
sanctuary to attempted assas- 
sins. To travel west into Jordan 
through the desert is an ardu- 
ous journev. It is also extreme- 
ly difficult for Iraqis to get visas 
to travel to Europe. 

The politics of Saddam Hus- 
sein's inner family have be- 
come increasingly bloodthirsty 
in recent years. 

Ra'ad al-Hazaa was seeking 
revenge for his unde who was 
executed in 1990 for criticising 
the regime. Lu'ay, the boon 
companion of Uday, also played 
a role in a ferocious family row 
in 1995, when he quarrelled with 
Wuhan, one of Uday's uncles, 
at a party in Baghdad. The row 
ended with Uday shooting his 
uncle in the leg. 

Frightened that he would be 
Uday's next target. General 





Family ties: Uday Hussein (left) with his father and brother Qusay, shortly before the ambush which may have paralysed him Photograph: Reuter 


Hussein Kamel, President Sad- 
dam's son-in-law, fled to Jordan. 
On his return to Baghdad in 
1996 he was immediately mur- 
dered by Uday. 

The ambush of Uday is sig- 


nificant because it is the first 
time that members of the inner 
circle of the regime have con- 
spired with groups dedicated to 
its overthrow, to kill top lead- 
ers. This a dangerous develop- 


ment for President Saddam, 
who has successfully survived 
seven years of sanctions after 
being humiliatingly defeated 
in the Gulf War. The random 
violence of Uday has dearly 
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opened up rifts within the coun- 
try's political elite. 
g|Cairo (AP) - The Iraqi gov- 
ernment has arrested almost 
600 people since the assassina- 
tion attempt last month against 
Saddam Hussein’s son, a lead- 
ing Iraqi dissident said yester- 
day. 

More than 20 high-ranking 
officers and officials were 
among those detained in the 
capital, Baghdad, and other 
cities in central Iraq, a tradi- 
tional stronghold of President 
Saddam, said Wafiq al-Samar- 
ra’i, a former chief of Iraqi army 
intelligence who now lives in 
i Damascus, Syria. But Mr 


Samana’i discounted the impact 
of the arcests on the Iraqi op- 
position, much of which is based 
abroad. 

“The people and the army do 
not want Saddam. The events 
prove it and more operations 
will take place," he said. 

Since Uday Hussein was 
wounded on 12 December, 
Iraqi television has interviewed 
him on several occasions from 
his hospital bed, each time with 
his legs and much of his torso 
covered. Mr Samarra'i said in 
an interview that Uday may be 
paralysed, because the footage 
has never shown him moving his 
back or legs. 
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French TV 
zapped by the 
trash barons 
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IS HEART DISEASE 


! Offi :ers’ Warning 
0.5 n * Nicotine 


I can date precisely the moment 
I decided Paris was a hardship 
post. It was a Saturday at 
around 5.30pm (or 4.30pm in 
Britain). I was listening to the 
BBC Wbrid Service coverage of 
the third round of the FA Cup. 

Fifteen minutes before the end 
of the commentary game, and 
the round-up of final scores, a 
smug, schoolmistressy voice, 
announced (with a tone of 
sadistic glee): “We are now go- 
ing over to the world news in 
German..." Panic. 

I located the signal from Ra- 
dio Five Live, fighting to be 
heard on the medium wave 
above Radio Sofia and an Ital- 
ian Euro-pop station. Like a 
member or the Resistance pre- 
cariously tuned into coded 
wartime announcements from 
London, I decrypted the foot- 
ball scores, fiat on the floor, ear 
pressed to a spluttering radio. 

Paris has its compensations, 
but they are not audio-visual 
The scandal of Saturday after- 
noons is compounded by the un- 
satisfactory situation on the 
television on Saturday 
evenings. And on Sunday 
evenings, Monday evenings, 

Thesday evenings. Wednesday 
evenings ... 

We Signed Up 

for cable televi- - - 

Sion, which offers % X £l6V lictu 
30 choices plus . _ 

sa pay-a s-you- experienced 

view channels. I , , _ 

was never much pilVSICSl 

of a telly addict in r ^ 

Britain but began lim fiSS ... BZ 
watching avidly in . , 

pans, hoping to being taken 

improve mv A 

French and toy 101* CTeUIlS “ 
knowledge of ______ 

France. I had 
been told the advent of cable, 
and privatisation of the princi- 
pal Television station, TFT, bad 
unproved quality and variety. 

Not a bit of ft. In a recent poO, 

64 per cent of French people 
said they had experienced phys- 
ical illness after watching tele- 
vision, through tedium or fury 
at being taken for abruti 
(cretins); 66 per cent said tele- 
vision insulted their intelli- 
gence, compared to 36 per cent 
10 years ago. Question: has 
French television got more 
stupid or the viewers more 
intelligent? 

Here is a typical night's trawl 
through the Parisian cable 
menu. Zap. TFT, sinking in 
popularity but still watched by 
a third of viewers, is showing a 
dubbed American B-grade film 
from the 1980s. Chdrn, J'ai 
retrod la gosses (Honey, I've 
shrunk the kids). Zap. Stale- 
owned France 2 has a pedes- 
trian game-show in which 
contestants guess the names of 
old French songs. 

Zap. Canal Jimmy is showing 
Faulty Towers, dubbed. Basil “II 
ne faut pas parier de la guerre” • 

Fawlty emerges bizarre ly in his 
French spoken persona as a 


t rather sedate man. Zap. On the 
> Animal Channel, hyenas are ; 
t eating wildebeest in washed- * 
i out dubbed BBC footage from 
: the 1960s. 

f . Zap. Arte, the arts channel, 

. watched by I per cent of view- ’ 

[ ers, has an implacably obscure ' 
i German documentary on posl- 
t war refugees, with occasional- 
, ly visible French sub-titles. 

F Zap. State-owned France 3; 

■ has one of the bookish talking-; 
i heads shows which drive for-j 
eigners crazy. Areverentialin-; 
terviewer is taking the author: 
through his latest work, with the 
book open in front of him. The 
assumption seems to be that 
viewms will also have the book 
open in from of them. 

Zap. BBC Prime, a disap- 
pointing mish-mash of old and 
ancient BBC drama and sit- 
coms, is showing/. C l au dius (cir- 
ca 1970). BBC1, still available 
in Brussels, was abolished in 
France a few years ago for a tan- 
gle of BBC copyright and 
French regulatory reasons. Zap. 
The Animal Channel again.' 
Hyenas are now eating zebras i 
There is no shortage of rubi 
bish on British television. But 
where, one asks, is the French 
version oF Out. 
Friends in ike North] 

_ ^ or House of Cards 

2V uSjCX or BaBykissangel ot 

. j even East End ers‘- 

fenced f«**ce still has arj 

. _ inventive cinema, sj 

gical thriving literature} 

Its television, fo* 

I ... at posturing 

. about the need to 

taken defend France firm} 

_ American leleculi 

OTIS “ ture, is a creative} 

wasteland. i 

Coverage of 
news and current affairs is sol] 
id enough, much less domestic 
cally obsessed than British 
television and more willing t«f 
give complex subjects room t^ 
breathe. But there is a curio d 
obsession, indoors and ou^ 
doors, with enormous, obsolete 
hand-held microphones, wield 
ed sensuously like icecreams c 
phallic symbols. 

Why is French television s* 
bad? Professionals and com 
mentators offer a mixture c 
reasons. Lack of funding. Ovei 
regulation (films are banned be 
fore 11pm on Saturdays i 
encourage people to go th 
cinema). There were too man 
years of government control c 
too few channels; then there wa 
a flood of cable channels all i 
once, mostly under-resourced 

or seeking a quick profit j 

None of this solves the my 
tery. This is an intelligent, U 
ventive. culturally sophSticaie^ 
discriminating nation - whk 
refuses to tolerate second- ra: 
wine, second-rate green beai 
or scxxmd-rate trousers. W1 I 

does it create, and tolerat 
second-rate television? j | 

John Uchfiel j 
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Charles Craig 


Qiaries Craig was the most 
Italianate of British tenors. 

On summer eve nings in the 
1960s his voice, hisdous-toned 
and with ringing top notes, 
could sometimes be heard on 
Italian radio broadcasts of Ver- 
di s Aida or Otello, relayed live 
from the Roman Baths ofCara- 
calla or the Doge's Palace 
Courtyard in Venice. British 
tourists, eating their supper in 
some Italian resort by the 
Mediterranean, would recog- 
nise the Radames who so lov- 
ingly and idiomatically phrased 
“Celeste Aida" and would laugh 
when local listeners claimed 
that the tenor’s voice was “typ- 
ically Italian”. They knew bet- 
ter the steady stream of golden 
tone was issuing from the throat 
of a Londoner born in the City 
Road, very nearly within sound 
of Bow bells. 

Charles Craig was the 
youngest of 15 children. His par- 
ents were shopkeepers and no 
one else In the family was in- 
terested in music, apart from an 
elder brother who owned a few 
operatic records. The future 
tenor's first singing lessons 
came from listening to Caruso 
in “ Vesti la gjubba” from Pagli- 
acci. On leaving school he 
worked at various jobs, in tai- 
loring, as a warehouseman and 
as an assistant in his parents' 
shop. 

He was 19 when the Second 
World War broke out and he 
joined the army. Posted to In- 
dia in 1943, he landed in an En- 
tertainments Unit and for the 
first time dared to hope that one 
day he might have a musical ca- 
reer. Demobilised and back in 
London in 1946, he auditioned 
for the newly-formed Covent 
Garden Opera Company and 
was accepted -but only for the 
chorus. 

Five very frustrating years fol- 
lowed. Craig was given only the 
smallest parts, servants, mes- 
sengers, priests and gypsies; 
but he listened to other tenors 
from backstage and started to 
build up a repertory. In 1951 Sir 
Thomas Beecham, who was to 
conduct Balfe's The Bohemian 
Girl at Covent Garden, held 
some auditions. When he beard 
Craig, Beecham immediately of- 
fered to sponsor him, to provide 
him with lessons in singing, 
acting and languages, and also 
to pay him a salary on which he 
and his family could live until 
his career was launched. The 
tenor Dino Borgioli was chosen 


as sin g i ng teacher, but Craig re- 
fused to alter his natural 
method of voice production 
and merely allowed Borgioli to 
help him iron out certain tech- 
nical difficulties and to coach 
him in various roles. 

Beecham had also promised 
to launch him at one of his own 
concerts and kept his word. 
Charles Craig made his debut 
on 17 December 1952 at the 
Festival Hall in Handel’s 
for St Cecilia’s Day and 
Liszt's Psalm 13. Unfortunate- 
ly he was not well - in fact he 
had pneumonia - and did not 
make an impression on either 
the critics or the audience. The 
following year, urgently in need 
of money, he joined the Carl 
Rosa Company, making his 
ddbut as Rodolfo in La Boheme. 
For nearly four years he toured 
the British Isles with them, 
singing Faust, Don Ottavio in 
Don Giovanni, the Duke of 
Mantua in Rigoletto , the title 
role of Berlioz's Benvenuto 
Cellini and Chevalier des 
Grieus in Puccini's Manon 
Lescaut. 

In April 1957 the Carl Rosa 
gave a short season in London 
at Sadler's Wells Theatre. 
Craig’s singing of Cellini and 
Des Grieus was greatly ad- 
mired. He had already sung the 
Duke of Mantua with Sadler's 
Weils Opera the previous Feb- 
ruary; now be joined the com- 
pany, leaving the Carl Rosa 
(which was disbanded in 1 958). 
New roles during his first two 
seasons at Sadler's Weils in- 
cluded Saint-Saens' Samson, 
Manrico in fl trovatore, Bab in- 
sky in Schwanda the Bagpiper 
and the Prince in the first 
British professional perfor- 
mance of Dvorak's Rusalka. 

At the age of 40 Charles 
Craig finally achieved his am- 
bition and was acknowledged as 
one of the best living British op- 
eratic tenors. 

In 1959, a significant year for 
him, he made a highly ac- 
claimed Covent Garden debut 
as Pinkerton in Madama But- 
terfly and then sang Cavaradossi 
in Tosco, with even greater suc- 
cess. At Sadler s Wells he tried 
two other congenial new roles, 
Andrea Chenier and Luigi in 
Puccini's one-acter, fl tabano. 
He also scored a personal tri- 
umph as Sou-Chong, Richard 
Tauber's role in L6har s Land 
of Smiles , at the Coliseum. 

Finally, back at Covent Gar- 
den be sangToriddu in the new 


Zeffirelli production of Caval- 
leria msucana, twinned as usu- 
al with Pagliacci. Craig was 
often criticised for being a stol- 
id. unimaginative actor, but 
when well directed, he could be 
powerfully dramatic. His Hirid- 
du, from black patent-leather 
hair to high-heeled boots, was 
totally convincing as a small- 
town Sicilian spiv. 

Throughout the 1960s Craig's 
career gathered momentum. 
At Sadler’s Wells he added 
Nadir ( The Pearl Fishers) and 
Bacchus (Ariadne on Naxos) to 
his roles, while at Covent Gar- 
den (1961) he sang his first 
Radames isLAida. This had im- 
mediate results in gaming him 
engagements abroad; during 
the next decade he sang 
Radames at Rome, Vancou- 
ver, Barcelona, Zurich, Naples 
and Bologna. 

In 1963 he reached another 
landmark in his careen he tack- 
led Verdi’s OteUo for die first 
time with Scottish Opera. 
Though Craig lacked the phys- 
ical stature of some interpreters 
of Otello, his vocal mastery of 
the role was quite impressive 
enough to make one oblivious 
to his height. In 1966 he made 
his US debut at Chicago as Otel- 
lo and over the next 15 years 
sang the part in Vienna, Berlin, 
Naples, Munich, Venice, 
Salzburg, Turin, Lisbon, Dus- 
seldorf and other rices - but not 
in London. 

His Italian repertory includ- 
ed many other \ferdi operas; he 
sang Arturo in I Puntani op- 
posite Joan Sutherland at 
Boston and Covent Garden; 
Pollione in Norma with Maria 
Callas at the Paris Opera; Calaf 
in Turandot and Canio in Pagli- 
acci, which he exchanged for 
Turiddu in the Zeffirelli double 
bill, were both veiy successful 
roles. In the Russian repertory 
he took the part of Prince Vfess- 
ily Golitsyn in Khcyanschchina 
and sang Sergei at the British 
premiere in 1963 of Katerina 
Ismailova. 

Craig also attempted some of 
the more heroic German roles. 
For Scottish Opera he appeared 
as Flores tan (Fidelia), Sieg- 
mund in Die Walkure and 
Siegfried (Gotterdammcrung 
only). At Berlin he sang Lo- 
hengrin and at Hamburg he re- 
peated Siegmund, undoubtedly 
his most effective Wagnerian 
role. Later. Aegisthus in Elek- 
tra became a favourite charac- 
ter part. 



Phyllis Hartnoll 


Stcfllan spiv: Craig with Amy Shuard in Cavaf lerte rusScana, Covent Garden. 1959 Photo&aph: Hutton Getty 


In 1980 he returned to Eng- 
lish National Opera (as Sadler's 
Wells Opera had become) to 
sing Radames. Cavaradossi 
and in the following year. Otel- 
lo, which he bad he had still 
never sung at Covent Garden, 
although he had substituted 
for an indisposed tenor with 
the Royal Opera at Manches- 
ter in 1981; then in November 
1 983. 20 years alter he had first 


sung the role destined to be- 
come his most famous, he 
gave two performances of 
Otello at Covent Garden in 
place of Plarido Domingo, also 
indisposed. 

Charles Craig’s last stage 
appearance was in 1985 with 
ENO in Tosco. The 66-year- 
old tenor’s vocal chords were 
still in good shape; his voice re- 
tained its Itahanate timbre. 


while the top notes rang out 
with their old clarion strength 
in Cavaradossi's cry of “ Vitto- 
rio" as be learns of Napoleon’s 
victory at Marengo. 

Elizabeth Forbes 

Charles James Craig, opera 
singer bom London 3 Decem- 
ber 1919; married 1946 Dorothy 
Wilson (one son, one daughter); 
died 23 January 1997. 


Phyllis Hartnoll first conceived 
and planned a “companion to 

the theatre in the 1930s. Herpi- 
oneering compilation, the first 

of its kind and a model for sub- 
sequent encyclopedias, was 
eventually published, perhaps 
hesitantly, by the OxfordUru- 
versity Press -as The Oxfom 
Companion to the Theatre - W 
1951. It was the pinnacle to her 
reputation as a theatre histori- 
an but also, and importantly, ex- 
emplified the new influences 

which signalled the breaching of 

the anti-theatre literary estab- 
lishment and led to the accep- 
tance of the study of theatre 
history as part of academic 
scholarship. 

Hartnoll herself wrote all 
the references to the French 
theatre and it is significant that 
amongst the many other con- 
tributors were Sybil Rosenfeld, 
Han Kyrie Fletcher, Richard 
Southern, Muriel St Clare 
Byrne, George Speaigbt - all fel- 
low founder members of the So- 
ciety for Theatre Research in 
1948. The Companion became 
an OUP bestseller with a 
reprint in 1952, a second edition 
in 1957, further reprints and a 
third edition. largely revised, in 
1967. It still features in the pub- 
lisher’s list and is accepted as the 
standard reference work in the 
field. 

Bom in Egypt in 1906, the 
daughter of an army officer, 
Hartnoll was sent to England in 
childhood to stay with relatives 
and to be educaied at St Mary's 
Convent. Vantage, Cheltenham 
Ladies College, and finally St 
Hugh’s College, Oxford, where 
she read F-n glisH. She continued 
her studies at the Universities of 
Lyons and Algiers . 

She worked briefly in Black- 
well's Bookshop in Oxford and 
as a secretary in a girls’ school 
in Jerusalem, and then, from 
1929 to 1967, was employed as 
a reader, translator and editor 
by the publishing bouse of 
Macmill an. With a firm ground- 
ing in Latin and Greek she had 
a fluent facility for language, be- 
ing trilingual in English. French 
and German, and able to con- 
verse in Italian. Swedish, He- 
brew and Arabic. 

Poetry was an interest which 
continued throughout her life. 
She had won the Newdigate 
Prize at Oxford in 1929. and the 
Oxford Prize for Sacred Verse 
in 1947 and 1965. Her passion, 
however, was for the theatre and 
in theatre history, a subject 
which she taught in the 1950s 
at the Royal Academy of Dra- 


- &ri she served on toe 
of the Society for 
conumtiee f many 

founder 
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itore TMatmles. 



Hartnoll: theatre history 


revising of the Companion was 
a lifelong occupation, she also 
produced A Concise Compan- 
ion in 1979, A Concise History 
of the Theatre in 1968 and sev- 
eral other works such as Plays 
and Plovers (1984) and Khos 
Who in' Shaw (1975). She as- 
sisted John Gielgud, who be- 
came a dose friend, m the 
editing of his mother’s early the- 
atrical criticism. 

On her retirement to Lyme 
Regis she wrote plays for the lo- 
cal dramatic society - The Swe- 
denheims and Piter Peppercorn, 
as well as an adaptation of 
George Colman’s The Jealous 
R ife. There was one novel - The 
Grecian Enchanted (1952). 

Phyllis Hartnoll had an 
energy and a gift for the en- 
couragement of others in a 
self-effacing, supportive way, 
and for the general good. She 
was also generously hospitable 
and enjoyed an active social tife- 
She bad a formidable zest for 
work and an ability to concen- 
trate her considerable organi- 
sational skills towards the 
achievement of a target. This 
was the more remarkable in 
view of her continuing battle 
against illness which shadowed 
her life from the typhoid con- 
tracted in childhood in Egypt. 

She is survived by her com- 
panion of many years, Winifred 
Kimberley. 

Jack Readily 

Phyllis Hartnoll, theatre histori- 
an: bom 22 September 1906; died 
Lyme Regis 8 January 1997. : 



Billy MacKen zip 


lacKanzie: prodigious 


Photograph: P. Anderson l SIN 


Billy MacKenzie had the voice 
of an angeL Once you’d heard 
MacKenzie, the singer with 
The Associates, you were either 
hooked and became a fan, or 
your teeth were on edge every 
time one of his records came on 
the radio. 

Either way, given his prodi- 
gious multi-octave range, it was 
impossible to forget the Scottish 
vocalist Indeed, “Party Fears 
Two”, “Club Country" and “18 
Carat Love Affair” remain 
some of the most distinctive an- 
gles to come out of Britain in 
the early Eighties. 

Born in 1957, in Dundee, 
MacKenzie was bullied at 
school and sought refuge in mu- 
sic. He played in cover bands as 
a teenager, sometimes with the 
talented multi-instrumentalist 
AJan Rankine. They shared a 
love of David Bowie*, disco and 
grandiose pop and soon formed 
a duo called the Absorb ic Ones. 
In October 1979, they became 


The Associates and concocted 
a strange cover version of 
Bowie's “Boys Keep Swing- 
ing”. The cheek of releasing this 
version (on their own Double- 
Hip label) only months after the 
original, attracted the attention 
of the music weeklies and of 
MCA Records, who took over 
the single. 

Soon, Chris Pany, who had al- 
ready signed The Cure to his 
Fiction label, expressed an in- 
terest MacKenzie and Rankine 
joined the Poly dor subsidiary 
and recorded The Affectionate 
Punch, a classy, eerie d6but al- 
bum which earned them com- 
parisons with Joy Division and 
The Cure. They toured with the 
latter, even pinching The Cure's 
bass-player Michael Dempsey to 
assist John Murphy on drums. 
Moving to Situation 2 (an off- 
shoot of Beggars Banquet 
Records), they created a breath- 
taking series of 12-inch singles 
(“Tell Me Easter's On Friday". 


"Kitchen Person", and “White 
Car in Germany” being the 
highlights; all the titles were lat- 
er collected on Fourth Drawer 
Down in 1984), using the demo 
time afforded them by the ma- 
jor record labels who were now 
keen to sign them. 

The eariy Eighties saw an up- 
surge of interest in Scottish 
bands, with Simple Minds, Al- 
tered Images, Big Country, Or- 
ange Juice and Aztec Camera 
making an impact on Lhe British 
charts. The Associates signed to 
WEA and released the infec- 
tious “Party Fears Two”. “I'll 
have a shower and then phone 
my brother up" might have 
been one of the more ludicrous 
opening lines ever but the song 
nudged itself into the national 
psyche, reaching the Top Ten in 
March 1982. “Club Country" 
and “18 Carat Love Affair" 
soon followed, heralding the ar- 
rival of the excellent Sulk album 
(also in that year's Top Ten). 


MacKcnzic's falsetto voice 
perfectly captured a time of in- 
nocence in those post-New 
Romantics, pre-Aids days. The 
sexual yearning and ambiguity 
were there, but it was merged 
with an operatic grandeur only 
so f3T hinted at by the likes of 
Scott Walker. MacKenzie was 
in stellar company, guesting on 
British Electric Foundation's 
Music Of Quality And Distinc- 
tion, alongside Tina Turner and 
Sandie Shaw. 

But. in a Time Out interview 
last year, MacKenzie admitted 
he was: 

unprepared for success. Not onlv did 
I not feci like the spokesman for a 
generation. 1 didn ( actually feel 
that interesting as a person. Wlien my 
icons just seemed so supernova. I did 
Dunk l had to mutch that. How could 
I. coining from .« scuzzy scheme in 
fuckin' Dundee?" 

The pressure for a follow-up 
got to Rankine. who departed 
(to production work and fitful 
solo career) and. with the help 


of guitarist Stephen Reid and 
producer Martin Rushent. 
MacKenzie struggled on under 
The Associates moniker. “Wait- 
ing for the Loveboat” and 
“Breakfast" stalled just out- 
side the Top Forty and, after the 
Perhaps album in February 
1985, MacKenzie retreated to 
his native Dundee and his 
favourite hobby, breeding rac- 
ing whippets. Wien he subse- 
quently presented WEA with an 
ambitious record called The 
Glamour Chase, the company 
panicked and shelved the pro- 
ject, forcing him instead to 
record a cover of Blondie's 
“Heart of Glass” in 19S8. 

In 1990, MacKenzie reap- 
peared on Virgin’s Circa off- 
shoot but the Wild and Lonely 
album found only limited suc- 
cess. However, the 1991 release 
of ihe excellent Associates com- 
pilation album Popem proved 
that their music had aged much 
belter than that of contempo- 


raries like Duran Duran and 
Spandau Ballet. MacKenzie fi- 
nally went solo in 1992 with Out- 
emotional but, from then on, he 
would only emerge from self- 
imposed exile to appear on 
other people’s records. 

He was still regularly^ nauit- 1 
cheeked by other acts (and the 
echo of his melancholy voice can 
still be heard in the music of the 
Blue Nile, McAlmout & Butler 
and Geneva) and had recently 
signed a deal with the Nude la- 
bel (home of Suede). In last 
year s 71 me Out interview, Bil- 
ly MacKenzie had the oppor- 
tunity to reflect on his vocal 
talent “Do I like my voice? 
Yeah, 1 do. And I like it even 
more now. I lullaby myself to 
sleep at night” 

Pierre Perrone 

W dlam (Billy) MacKenzie, singo’ 
and songwriter bom Dundee 27 
March 1957; died .•iuchterhouse, 
Tayside 22 January 1 997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


[fan 

cvi 


IRTHS 

RADSHAW: Tu Nlondy (nee Nor- 
nsh) .md Guy. a son. Cahun Edmund. 
.i brother for Tristan. 

BATHS 

VUT: Professor Don, dfed suddenly 
and peacefully cm 20 January. Great- 
ly toed husband of Enid, father of 
Anita. Susan and Michael, grandfa- 
ther. brother, teacher, sportsman, 
i ml friend. Funeral Wednesday 29 
lanuary. 2pm. St Luke's Church. 
Stoke Hammond. Buc bn chums hire, 
ollcwcd by cremation. Enquiries to 
H7J-720 0306. 

iSKER: On 71 January \W. Gcof- 
icy John Humphrey, aged 75 years, 
)f Gnat Biuughlon.Noni] Yorkshire. 
X’lovcd husband and dear compart* 
on of Caroline and much -toed and 
oving stepfather of Janice. Claire. 
Man and Caroline. Donations in his 
ncmoiy. if desired, to the Trinity 
ichool or John Whitgift. Croydon, 
iuney. 

noiuwements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
ARR1AGES & DEATHS may be 
ephoned fo 0171 -293 2011 (24-hour 
owing machine 0171-293 2012) or 
cd to 0171*293 2010. and are charged 
£6J0 a line (VAT extra i. 


tanging of the Guard 
DAY: The Household Cavalry Miumt- 
Uepment mounts the Queen's Life 
md at Bone Guards, i lam; No ? Com- 
ty Coldstream Guard* mnum-s the 
Guard, ai Bacldnduia palace. 
Warn, band provided I" the Irish 
ards. TOMORROW: The' Household 
■airy Mounted Repmem mourns ihe 
cat's life Guard at Horse Guards, 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr L. R. Marpte 
and Miss L. K. Dowling 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Lee. elder son of Mr and Mrs 
B. Marple, of TetteohaU. Wolver- 
hampton. and Lisa, younger daugh- 
ter of Lt-CoJ (Retd) and Mrs FJ. 
Dowling, of Folkestone, Kent. 

Birthdays 

TODAY: The Rev Professor George 
Anderson. Old Testament theologian. 
84; Sir Tom Arnold MR 50; Mr Ray- 
mond Baxter, broadcaster and writer , 
75: The Most Rev Dennot Clifford, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Cashel and Emly, 58; Vice-Admiral 
Sir David Cluttcrbuck. S4; Sir Paul 
Girnlami. former chairman, Glaxo 
Holdings. 71: Mr Brian Hayes, 
Deputy Commissioner. Metropolitan 
Police. 57: Professor Geoffrey Uoyd, 
Master of Darwin College, Cam- 
bridge. 64; Sir David Nicholas, for- 
mer chairman and chief executive. 
ITN. 67; Lord Nicholb of Birken- 
head. a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary. 
64: Mr William O'Brien MR 68; Air 
Commodore April Reed, former di- 
rector. RAF Nursing Services. 67; 
The Right Rev Anthony Russell, 
Area Bishop of Dorchester, 54; Mr 
David Shattock, chief constable, 
Avon and Somerset. 61; Miss Angela 
Thome, actress, 5S: Professor Ed- 
ward UlkndorfL Emeritus Professor 
of Semitic Languages. School of 
Oriental and African Studies, Lon- 
don University. 77; Admiral Sir 
Petcf White, former Chief of Fleet 
Support, 78. 

TOMORROW: Mr Ronald Allison, 
journalist and broadcaster, 65; Ad- 
miral Sir Desmond CassidL former 
Qumn an dcr-ia- Chief, Naval Home 
Command. 7i Mr Timothy Gifford, 
Diredor. National Galleries of Scot- 
land. 51; Mr Jules Feiffcr, play- 


wright and cartoonist, 68: Mr 
Stephane Grappelli, jazz violinist. S9; 
Mr Christopher Hampton, play- 
wright, 5 L Mr Kim Hughes, cricketer. 
43; The Right Rev David Jenkins, for- 
mer Bishop of Durham. 72; Miss 
Eartha Kitt. singer, 69; Mr Simon 
Langdale. former Headmaster. 
Shrewsbury School, 60; Miss Joan 
Leslie, actress, 72; Mr Akio Morita. 
founder, Sony Corporation, 76; Mr 
Paul Newman, actor. 72: Miss Veron- 
ica Owen, former Headmistress. 
Malvern Girls' College. 71 Mr 
Christopher Price, Principal Emer- 
itus, Leeds Metropolitan University. 
6S: Mr Andrew Ridge ley, singer, 34; 
Mr Anthony Solomons, chairman. 
Singer and Friedlander, 67; Sir 
Charles Tidbury. former chairman. 
Whitbread and Co. 71; Mr Nigel 
Walmsjey. chairman. Carlton UK 
Television. 55. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: St Edmund Cam- 
pion. Jesuit martyr, 1540; William 
Somerset Maugham, author. 1S74: 
Adeline Virginia Woolf, author, 
1881 Deaths: Lucas Cranach the 
Younger, painter, 15S6; Al Capone, 
gangster, 1947; Ava Lavima Gardner, 
actress, 1990. On this day: HemyVIIl 
married Anne Bolevn, 1533; the 
Pentagon building in Washington 
was completed, 1943. Today is Burns 
Night and the Feast Day of the 
Conversion of St Paul. Si Apollo, St 
Artemas. St Dwynwen, Saints Ju- 
venlinus and Maximimus. St Poppo, 
St Pracjectus or Prix and St Publius. 

TOMORROW: Births: Ugo (Nicco- 
lo) Foscolo, poet, 1778; Douglas 
MacArthur, general. 1880: Jacque- 
line do Pfe. cellist, 1945. Deaths: Ed- 
ward Jernier. physician, discoverer of 
vaccina lion. 1823; Edward G. Robin- 
son. actor, 197J. On this day: Syd- 
ney. Australia, was founded. 175&: 
Hong Kong became a British sover- 
eign territory. 1341: the Rugby Union 


was founded. 1871. Tomorrow is 
Australia Day, Republic Day. India 
and the Feast Day of St Athene. St 
Conan of Man. Si Eystein, Si Mar- 
garet of Hungary. Si Paula. St 
Thordgilh orTheorigilhn of Barking. 
St Timothy and Si Titus. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Julia Tn/tr. 
“Crimes and Misdemeanours (tv): 
Puvis de Chavannes. The Beheading 
of Saint John the Baptist". 12pm. 
Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury. 
“Meaningful Figurative Transfor- 
mations". 1pm. 

British Masonic Rowers Lovcnmcc. 
-The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial”. 
l.!5pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
"An that Maps the Patterned World”. 
130pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Paul 
Webb. “Dame Gladys Cooper". 3pm. 

Dinners 

Honourable Artillery Company 
Major R.S.T. Murphy. Squadron 
Commander. Honourable Artillery 
Company, presided al lhe Annual 
Dinner of Signal Squadron. Hon- 
ourable Artillery Company, held 
yesterday evening in Ihe Long Room. 
Armoury House. London EC1. Li- 
Col “Nic" Nicnl was Ihe principal 
quest 

Architects and Surveyors Institute 
Sir Sydney Chapman w as the host a I 
the -ilst Annua! Dinner of the Ar- 
chitects and Surveyors Institute held 
yesterday evening in the Members' 
Dining Room at Ihe House of Com- 
mon**. London SWI, with their 
guests, the British Paralympic Ass» 
ciniion. Mr Kcnnclh G, Whit lick. 
Chairman of the London Rcsdon, was 
in the chair. 


Theatrical trials of an ecclesiastical court 


What a delight to discover that the 
Church of England has got something 
right! The trial last Thursday of the Rev 
Edward Glover for - as lhe Sun had pul 
it - revving up a parishioner with a bonk 
in his Volvo would have convinced any- 
one that the traditional consistory court 
system is a disaster, and that the reforms 
proposed by Canon Alan Hawker's work- 
ing party- really arc reforms, and not just 
changes. 

The trial itself was pure theatre. It was 
held in lhe 1 3 ih -century throne room al 
Bishop Auckland, a room in which not just 
the windows, hut even the doors are point- 
ed at the lop. Thirty or forty’ prince bish- 
ops looked down from the walls at twenty 
journalists, two members of the public, and 
five observers who had some business 
there; one man had come from North 
Wales, where another trial on a similar 
charge is due: a magistrate who had sal 
on lhe Hawker commission had come to 
watch: one woman had come to to rep- 
resent lhe interests of Mrs Orpcn. the poor 
lunatic who had brought all this about. 

The judge's title crammed more pomp 
before his name than you would have 
thought possible. He was lhe Worshipful, 
the Rev Canon Rupert Burse II QC, seat- 
ed on the Bishop's throne beneath the 
arms of lhe palatinate, a sword crossed 
with a shepherds crook to show that even 
nur ancestors appreciated the impor- 
tance of keeping out the Scots. 

He spoke with enormous care and 
scrupulousness. All he did was lo explain 
why he was allowing lhe prosecution to 
withdraw iLs case. As a judge, he might have 
wanted to apportion blame: as a Christ- 
ian. he seems in have fell this wrong. The 
evidence he walked the lawyers through 


/ /Tfl /■/■? l^/7/7 n/vrn „ -fudge said, no blame 

/ ciiirLj reason eikj* ******* *» Bishop, QOT to 

J Sly SH,h?, a f r iner ■ l h e official who conclud- 

,J riy cd that there was a pruna-fatie case to an- 

fhP “ [ ™ e i hat the Prosecutor in 

An outdated law was applied Glover after his acquttaUnd MrGfoJS 

this week at the last ever session ffflTS 6 !. 10 AV g ^ bact Bu L we were 

of the traditional consistory » 

court Andrew Brown was there 

to witness why charity and 

justice make poor bedfellows 


made it quite clear that Mrs Orpen was a 
mentally ill woman who had perjured her- 
self at least once in her pursuit of Mr 
Glover. These facts had not been hard to 
establish. She claimed ho had made her 
pregnant: enquiries ai the hospital revealed 
noi only that she had never been pregnant 
at the lime in question, but that she had 
been t«.ld so auhe lime. This had no ef- 
fect on her beliefs. A further psychiatric 
enquiry showed that she was suffering from 
a delusional disease, which lhe judge was 
loo kind-hearted to specify. 

In f;ict he was kindness to’a fault. No we 
in anything he said, amid he blamed for 
anything. The Sun. which llrsi published 
her complaints, was not. he said, lo be 
blamed in any way. Really? If the same al- 
legations had been brought against a 
politician, nr a newspaper ■ wmer. or even 
a doctor, would they not have been checked 
a little more thoroughly? Even, journalist 
has to deal wuh lunatics; and I like In think 
Lhat journalists who write aN. U i religion 
have lo deal with more than their Fair share 
Surely they are noi that hard to spot. 


. * . . —'■■v* •» ^juusei as sue re- 

*) er reasons for not pressing on 
Sit ^ * £ rave discrepancies in Mrs 

of toe eraersed even * the 

stage of the preliminary examination. 

ceSdifirt."" 11 lhe both ac- 

Sr t S d t h^ rt i t P ruse cution had behaved 

the defenr^ dec r 7 ^ experts with 
so . far 88 Possible, they had : 
“^frorated to keep the costs of theshow 

Sre r ' U I t difficult to believe that 
ores m 0th ^ d «*eses other bish- 

erhave e. ,h? Xammere who wonld nev ~ 
tZ u ?lI 1 he « s e get that far. 

aW L Cr Comission aims to elimi- 

be a sfe iS* K* Co “istencies. There wfll 

of diocKrm 1 ?^ ”i na i system, independent 

one of ih,» n S! ,rks ; 3150 eliminate 
th* ° dd u sl features of last week’s 
not in h? 1 prosecution could 

S sian^ W1,hdr ? V llS ^ ■**“ «*« 
C A en thou « b toe expert evi- 
^fftomed as soon as they started to 

aeo Unri had b,own it up months 
ago. Under the new system, the omen <s- 

aminahon would be madebefo^ti^de- 
cision to prosecute. 

for adufJ hat iast ^ of a clergyman 
22K5 und ^ toe old lawshouldhave 
ended without either whimper - or bang. 
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Supermarkets take their place on memory lane 


E njoy that Saturday morning supermar- 
ket experience while you can. Thrill to 
the hum of trolley wheels on marble 
veneer. Delight in the lush tropical green of the 
fresh fruit and veg section. Enter a trance-like 
state to the crazy beeping of laser barcode scan- 
ners. Congratulate voursetf on checking the 
pence-per-gram price of detergent (do not 
pause to ask what detergent is for). Buy your- 
self a treat of Belgian chocolates, in effect free 
because of the loyalty points nmaswl today. 

Supermarket shopping is the great cultural 
phenomenon of our age, and all of life is 
there. Not just the petrol station, the chemist, 
the newsagent, the tobacconist, the bank, the 
electricity payment centre, but now the den- 
tist, the gym, the cafe, the Post Office and 
soon the doctor, the church, the candlestick 
maker and anything else you might want to 
leave your house for. For most people it is still 
a chore, but it has become quite a pleasant 
chore; we do meet people we know there, we 
are nice to children and even chat to 
strangers. Young men may not, pace Salis- 
bury's advertising, meet young women, but for 
many people shopping in air-conditioned 
neon theme parks is a social experience. 

We have reached the high pomt of a social 
revolution. Time was when supermarkets 
were seen as a threat, an invasion of Ameri- 
can culniral imperialism. They would close 
down friendly local shops and kill off town cen- 
tres, make us buy things we do not need and 


force us to use our cars when really we would 
much rather walk. Much of this is still true, but 
we have learned to love them nevertheless. 

So what does the future hold as Tesco, cur- 
rently holding the upper hand, struggles with 
Sainsbury to keep ahead? Supermarkets as the 
complete invented community? No, it may be 
worse than they t hink: we may end up think- 
ing with warm nostalgic affection of those days 
when we all used to congregate in the tem- 
ples of materialism and bump into next-door 
neighbours at the fresh herbs counter. The real 
importance of developments in British grocery 
retailing is that the pace of change shows no 
sign of slackening: Tbsco overtook Sainsbury 
because it continued to innovate while its rival 
stuck to a conservative vision of supermar- 
keting. Which means that today's supermar- 
ket wul be out of date before we know it. 

J list consider what previous cycles of social 
change tell us. In the middle of the last cen- 
tury the railways were a symbol of alienation, 
destroying cities, cutting through unspoilt 
countryside and bringing noise and crowds to 
peaceful places. Then they became central to 
our national life, and generations grew up 
imprinted with memories of slam doors and 
luggage racks and wooden-roofed stations. 
Now the golden age is over, and trains are a 
staple of British nostalgia, woven into the fab- 
ric of children's fiction and immortalised in 
toys. To many of our car-bound infants, 
"train” signifies a steam engine (which they 





have never seen in real life) rather than an 
Intercity 125 or Eurostar. 

Cars are undergoing a similar process. Ini- 
tially they, too, were a threat, a dangerous nui- 
sance and plaything of the rich, but even more 
than trains or supermarkets they have shaped 
our lives. Their golden age is also coining to 
an end, as we report today, with the Road 
Reduction Bill and the operation to remove 
Devon protesters from their bunkers. In the 
case of roads it is less clear how the car will 
eventually be replaced. But already the nos- 
talgia is strong - not so much in the fetish for 
old cars but in the more prevalent dream of 
the open road. All car advertisements on tele- 
vision feature the mythical landscapes of 
deserted country roads or wide empty spaces. 

The same cycle of hostility and hysteria, 
turning into enjoyment and engagement and 
finally declining into nostalgia, has marked all 
the great changes in British society. The sub- 
urb was also once a threat, spreading in rib- 
bons across our countryside until it was tamed 
and then hemmed in by green belts and struc- 
ture plans. Now we all live in suburbs, and the 
older kinds, the Thirties semis, have become 
one of the most desirable class of residence. 

Comics, Enid Blyton books, television and 
now computer games - all were derided as 
crude and morally degraded. At the various 
stages of the cycle, the Dandy and Beano 
comics are now quaint wholesome relics. The 
menace of Demits has been reincarnated in 


P7z, while D C Thompson’s superheroes now 
threaten the moral fibre of the nation’s 
youth in the form of violent computer games. 

As television is about to fragment into hun- 
dreds of channels, the common past experi- 
ences of Morecambe and Wise and Dad's Army 
exert an ever stronger nostalgic pulL It won’t 
be long before Sonic the Hedgehog and 
Earthworm Jim become endearing museum 
pieces. How sweet and innocent will seem the 
idea of children glued to such simple enter- 
tainment for hours on end. 

The same will happen to supermarkets 
when tbe home shopping revolution turns 
them into automated packing stations for 
home delivery fleets. Mind you, borne shop- 
ping will only really take off when it actually 
becomes a computer game which satisfies 
yearnings not f ulfill ed in real supermarkets. 
If people can drive a trolley on their home 
computer which has straight wheels and can 
barge other trolleys out ofthe way, then peo- 
ple will start to prefer virtual shopping. 

Then the Lottery Heritage people will fund 
tbe Supermarket Museum, displaying artefacts 
like shelf labels and carrier bags. It will give chil- 
dren the chance to dress up as checkout staff 
and try the mind-rotting chore of passing bar- 
codes across beams of red light. And have a dis- 
play to trace the history of trolley design. 

So maybe Sainsbuzy’s profits warning is a 
signal to start revelling in a passing way of life. 
Have a historic Saturday morning! 


- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Crucial questions only educational research can answer 


Sin Chris Woodhead, Chief 
Inspector of Schools, (“Nation of 
fools and Tolkien Readers”, 22 
January) believes research findings 
that effective leadership and an 
orderly atmosphere are important 
ingredients for successful schools are 
"blindingly obvious”, and that money 
spent on such investigations is 
wasted. 

About 15 years ago I lectured to 
around 200 teachers and suggested 
that school characteristics mattered 
in how successful schools were. 
Therewas almost un anim ous 
disbelief The only thing that 
mattered was the sort of homes the 
children came from. Well-spent 
research funding on school 
effectiveness has helped to turn that 
mistaken view around. 


It is disappointing that authorities 
in the educational world still take 
such a dismissive view of research. 
Such an attitude was prevalent for 
many years at the Department of 
Education, but I had thought there 
had been a change. Evidently not. 

The £50m spent on educational 
research is, in fact, pitifully small 
compared to the research budget of 
the Department of Health, but the 
questions are equally important 
If Chris Woodhead think s research 
comes up with obvious results, 
perhaps be would like to predict the 
answers to the following questions, 
drawn from my own field of interest 
Have the anti-bullying packs 
recently introduced by the 
Department for Education made an 
impact on the frequency of bullying? 


Do disruptive pupils do better if 
additional resources go a) to provide 
support within the mainstream 
school, b) to withdrawal units on the 
site of the mainstream school, or c) 
to separate withdrawal units? 

Are there any methods of health 
education which influence the 
knowledge and/or behaviour of 
students in their use of drugs and 
alcohol? 

What approaches in preschool 
education are most effective in 
achieving “reading readiness”? 

Have increasing opportunities for 
schools to select children resulted, as 
is sometimes claimed, in the 
aggregation of "difficult” children in 
poorly resourced and managed 
schools. 

Which type of children benefit. 


and which do not, from placement in 
schools for children with emotional 
and behaviour problems? 

If he cannot answer these 
questions with reliable evidence and 
thinks they are important, perhaps 
Chris Woodhead would encourage 
the Department for Education to 
increase its research budget rather 
than reduce iL 
Professor PHILIP GRAHAM 
Chair, National Children 's Bureau 
London EC1 

Sir: Admirers of The Lord of the 
Rings will not be surprised to learn of 
Chris Woodhead ‘s disdain for their 
favourite story. After all, it is about a 
quest to give up power. Frodo’s 
journey to give up the Ring aptly 
describes Mr Woodhead's career 


Struggle to help 
stricken island 

Sin As a former Governor of 
Montserrat I am, like Tony Foster 
( letter, 18 January) deeply concerned 
at the plight of the Montserratians 
still living in temporary 
accommodation 16 months since the 
volcano first erupted. 

But the implications of his 
reference to the “Governor in [his] 
chauffeur-driven Range Rover” are 
unkind and misplaced. Since the 
1960s Montserrat has been run by an 
elected local government of 
Montserratians with the Governor 
retaining only Hmited special 
responsibilities. During the time of 
the volcano decision-making has 
been largely in their hands. They 
appear to have been vacillating, 
incompetent and over-optimistic, 
particularly in respect of the 
redevelopment of the safe zone and 
in making provision for the homeless. 
In such circumstances, as I know 
myself, the Governor can only 
persuade and advise and obtain as 
much assistance from tbe British 
government as he can. 

A new government has now been 
elected in its turn, and £25m (not 
£23m), has been allocated to enable 
the island io continue to be 
inhabited. It is to be hoped the 
British government's concern that 
the £25 in should be well spent will 
result not in over-elaborate planning 
procedures but in their being willing 
to exert more authority and 
direction than hitherto over the 
Montserrat government for the 
welfare of Her Majesty's 
Montserratian subjects. 

I understand that some 
consideration was given to 
suspending the Constitution to 
provide some more effective n on- 
elected decision-making machinery 
when the previous government's 
term expired. Montserratians appear 
not to have wanted ibis. Let us hope 

that they will not regret the trust 
which they continue to place in their 
elected representatives. 

DAVID TAYLOR 
London SW13 
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We back Liverpool 

Sin As a local boy (albeit from the 

other side of the Mersey) Andreas 

Whittaro-Smith (article, 20 January) 
should know better than to dte Royal 
Insurance as a finan cial operation 
that has left Liverpool. Royal 
Insurance (now Royal 
SunAIIiance) maintains a substantial 
Presence In Liverpool, as it has done 
since 1845, and is currently among the 
largest five employers in the city. The 
he&d offices of two of the group's 
principal operating divisions are 

based m the dty. 

AmHOl^ANNAION-SMrrH 
Conununicatums Manager 
Royal eft SunABidnce 
Liverpool 


Seeking a solution 
to land mines 

Sin In the recent concern overland 
mines, one area which has received 
less attention than it deserves is that 
of ridding the world of abandoned 
land mines. It is estimated that 50 
million such devices now litter some 
60 countries and that they kill 10,000 
people annually. 

Current work to remove those 
mines is slow and expensive in human 
and financial terms. The key to 
improvment is quicker, safer and 
more cost-effective methods of 
detecting the devices. The Institution 
of Electrical Engineers (IEE) sees 
this as nothing less than a 
humanitarian imperative seeking a 
technical solution and in October last 
year brought together over 100 
experts from 20 countries to seek 
ways of improving detection 
methods. 

The use of modem electronic 
technology shows promise and the 
collaboration which is likely to 
result from the conference may well 
prove a turning point. As the largest 
professional organisation in 
Europe, the IEE feels it has a social 
responsibility to, in effect, challenge 
the engineering community to 
tackle this appalling problem. The 
support of governments and 
industry could do much to hasten 
the process. 

DR JOHN C WILLIAMS 
Secretary __ 

77a? Institution of Electrical Engineers 
London WC2 

Sir Tbny Barber's report “Britain 
backs US plan for global ban on 
landmines" (21 January) makes me 
the true intentions of 
tbe United States and France, 
all of whom possess nuclear weapons. 

Whilst a worldwide ban on 
landmines is urgently required, using 
the Conference on Disarmament 
(CD) in Geneva as the forum seems 
to us a cynical attempt to gum up its 
already full agenda. 

The nuclear weapons states are 
under increasing pressure at the CD 
to fulfil their obligations under 
Article VI of the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Thiaty to disarm. 
Introducing the landmines issue 
could cause division at the CD so 
that no progress is made on any 
issue. 

If the British, American and 
French governments are serious 
about bandmgjandmines worldwide a 
special conference could be convened 
or they could take their support to the 
next International Conference on 
Landmines, to be held in 
Mozambique next month. 

DAVE KNIGHT 

Chair, Campaign for Nuclear 

Disarmament 

London N7 



Saddam greets his people - but has he betrayed them? 

Blame Saddam for Iraq’s sanctions plight 


Sir: The letter “Need to reassess Iraqi 
sanctions” (20 January) blames 
United Nations sanctions for the 
suffering of the Iraqi people. Their 
plight results directly from Saddam 
Hussein's callous and belligerent rule. 

Tbe UN bas reacted with humane 
understanding in softening sanctions' 
sometimes blunt force althougb 
Saddam Hussein has turned a deaf 
ear to his people's cries. UN Security 
Council Resolution 986, offered to 
Saddam in April 1995 but only 
implemented this December because 
of his intransigence, permits Iraq to 
export $2bn of oO over 180 days on a 
renewable basis to pay for food, 
medicine and other humanitarian 
supplies, with the stipulation tbat this 
I be equitably distributed. 


Sancti on s against Iraq are justified 
by the threat Saddam Hussein's regime 
continues to pose to international 
peace and security. The UN has 
established a Special Commission 
(Unscom) under Security Council 
Resolution 687 to investigate Iraq’s 
weapons programmes. Saddam has 
frequently denied the inspectors free 
access to sites. Because Saddam 
Hussein has not allowed Unscom to 
fulfil its mandate, sanctions continue to 
be enforced. 

The Iraqi leader holds the key to 
free his people from their 
unnecessary affliction. An attempt to 
attribute the Iraqi people’s anguish to 
United Nations sanctions lets 
Saddam Hussein off the hook. 

ERIC BERMAN 


Bugging Bill horrifies Catholics 


Sin I hope your headline, “Bleak 
outlook for bugging Bill” (24 
January) means that it will be much 
more closely scrutinised when it 
returns to Parliament 
I am not the only Catholic to feel 
horrified that the proposed law would 
give our police the power to bug any 
sacramental confessions made to a 
Catholic priest A Home Office 
spokeswoman has confirmed this, 
saying that ‘There are no loopholes 
and exemptions at tbe moment". 
Whatever happened to freedom of 
[igion? A Catholic priest may never 
reveal what is sak) to nim under the 


seal of confession. A priest in Co 
Durham went toprison in tbe last 
century for refusing to teD a court what 
a suspect had said to him in confession. 

Now many ordinary innocent 
Catholics would be denied the 
guaranteed confidentiality that is 
their right; no one would know when 
or where legal bugging is to take 
place. Catholic police officers would 
experience questions of conscience in 
these new duties. 

HUGH LINDSAY 
Grange-over-Sands. Cumbria 
The writer was Catholic Bishop of 
Hexham and Newcastle, 1974-1992 


Letters should be addressed to Letters to the Editor; The Independent, One Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 
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Yacht baffles 
US newcomer 

Sir: The decision to commit £60m of 
public money to replace the Royal 
Yacht has me dumbfounded. 

lo me. a newcomer to this society 
- 1 moved to London from the 
United States last September - it 
seems that political decisions are 
entirely class (middle to upper) 
driven, and this is a result of the 
existence ofthe monarchy. There is a 
great emphasis on tradition for 
tradition's sake. Britain has a very 
rich history, but how relevant is this 
yacht today? 

I accept your challenge (leading 
article, 13 January) to come up with 
better ways lo spend the yacht money. 

First, the London Underground. 
This government has apparently cut 
to the bone the budget for the 
Underground. This has caused more 
people to drive themselves to work, 
which increases traffic and pollution. 

The education system in this 
country is so unfair it is 
heartbreaking. I wish Princess Diana 
would embrace this cause. There is 
quite enough work to do in this 
country to ensure that all children 
have access to excellent education. 

Finally, there is the level of 
pollution that Londoners seem 
content to live with. The emissions 
that are legally allowed to come out 
of vehicle exhaust systems is 
appalling. In comparison, the air in 
New York City seems sparkling. 

Let the Queen and private 
interests finance tbe Royal Yacht. 
There are more worthy causes. 
ELIZABETH CLARKE 
London SW1 

Sir: If the Da Vinci drawings were at 
a stately home in the country 
visitors would pay an admission fee 
(Letter, 23 January). The Royal 
Collection, which is not the Queen's 
personal property, but held by 
trustees, is the only collection of 
major national importance to 
receive no direct government 
funding. It relies for income solely 
on visitor admissions and related 
sbop profi ts. 

JENNIFER MILLER 
London JR 75 


Britons in Paris 

Sir The two British designers 
currently taking the Paris couture 
world by storm are not the first in this 
field. Boro in Lincolnshire in the inid- 
1850s, Frederick Worth, a successful 
dressmaker in London, tried his luck 
in Paris and became an instant 
success with some of the greatest 
beauties in the land. 

Many of the fabulous dresses worn 
by the Empress Eugenie and her 
ladies in paintings by Winterhalter 
are by Worth, and it is said that be 
invented - or at least popularised - 
the crinoline. The House of Worth 
continued lo flourish both in Paris 
and in London for over 100 years, and 
is still remembered today in the scent 
“Je Reviens”. 

SARA DICK-READ 


Awkward squad 

Sin At last, an educational policy I can 
support! (“Plan to raise school 
cadets", 23 January.) Thirty-five years 
ago my experience in the school 
cadets taught me a lot Social skills - 
bow to subvert orders and avoid 
detection; leadership skills - how to 
get your mates to join in the latest 
scam; a sense of cameraderie -pride 
in being termed the “sod squad”. And 
as for the weapons training, it’s quite a 
skifl to explode field telephones when 
you're meant to be firing at targets. 

Did Mr Major have simil ar 
formative experiences at school? 
CHRIS WATKINS 
London N19 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


A lan Clark's selection as 
prospective Conservative 
candidate for Kensing- 
ton and Chelsea is, apart from 
anything else, a great blow 
against agp.iCTn and for giam nnr. 
Clark is a brilliant man for 
puttingyou slightly off-balance, 
and one assumes that his suc- 
cess is not unconnected with 
wowed and dizzy Chelsea ladies 
of various ages. My most mem- 
orable experience of his wit 
was when, as a novice political 
journalist, I took him to Rules 
restaurant in London for lunch. 

Rules serves its guests little 
that has not worn fur or feath- . 
ers and left this life in a violent' 
torrent of lead shot I’d thought 
it just the sort of place for an 
aristocratic-looking rightwing 
minister, little knowing that 
apart from being a keen vege- 
tarian, Alan Qark is also pas- 
sionately hostile to blood sports 
(except of course, those involv- 
ing heavily armoured military 
formations). He let me order 
first - the usual assortment of 
slamped-to-death young 
grouse, executed deer and so 
on - before quietly asking for 
spotted dick and custard as his 
starter ... followed by spotted 
dick and custard ... and then 
possibly the same for pudding. 
Red-faced, mortified, and 
wholly off-balance, I was of 
course completely unable to 
remember the clever questions 
I had thought up for him . 

Traditional Burns Nights have 
tended to be all-male, ponder- 
ous, self-congratulatory and 
cloyingly sentimental affairs - 
a bad, pompous way of cele- 
brating a great and subversive 
poet of politics and sex. It was 
the pleasure of the week, there- 
fore, to be invited to a sort of 
anti-Burns Night Burns Night 
thought up tty a motley collec- 
tion of London Scots. Apart 
from being on the “wrong" 
day, it was a pubby, informal 
affair, with a good, mixed 
crowd, some real Scottish 
poets, readings, and a spirited 
address by the poetry-loving Sir 
James Naughtie, of the BBC 
Today programme. No pipers; 
no tartan or quaichs; no manly 
blubbing over “Rabbie". Hugh 
MacDiarmid himself, the great- 
est European poet of this cen- 
tury, and a hater of Burnsiana, 
would have approved. 

Mind you, modernisation 
can be overdone. Among the 


food handed round was a plate 
of something red on toast. It 
was only with a full mouth that 
I realised it was sun-dried 
tomato. Now, that was going 
too far. Tonight, I am equally 
happy to say, I will be strapping 
on an ancient kilt for a quiet 
and proper haggis-killing 
among friends. No photogra- 
phers or pesto wall be present. 

Still on matters traditional, the 
most intriguing letter Tve had 
this week came from (wait for 
it) King Arthur Pendragon, 
Honoured Pendragon, Glas- 
tonbury Order of Druids, Tit- 
ular Head of the Loyal 
Arthurian Whrband, Champion 

Alan Clark let me 
order first -the 
usual stamped-to- 
death grouse and 
executed deer - 
before quietly 
asking for spatted 
dick and custard 


of the Free Gorsedd of Caer 
Abiri ... and so on. though he 
signs himself simply Arthur, 
Rex. He was asking us to 
finance him to stand for Aider- 
shot in the election, and 
pointed out that money-raising 
is "a rather strange problem for 
me as I am in point of fact a 
religious reminciaie having nei- 
ther savings nor income ...” 

A ticklish problem. On the 
one hand, in this week of royal 
yacbteiy one wouldn't like to be 
thought churlishly unpatriotic - 
the "Loyal Arthurian War- 
band” sounds the son of no- 
nonsense. ami- namby-pamby 
outfit that would have Michael 
Portillo warbling on the morn- 
ing radio. But then again, Fm 
afraid this paper takes its polit- 
ical independence very seri- 
ously and so. I regret, we won’t 
be funding this interesting cam- 
paign. But readers who are 
concerned to see the Warband 
properly represented in the 
□ext Parliament can send dona- 
tions to his majesty at 10, Sine 
Gose, Fam borough, Hamp- 
shire, GUM 8HG. 


Andrew Marr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


I am going to behave in a manner that is suitable and proper - 
Alan Clark, after being selected as the Tory candidate for Kensing- 
ton and Chelsea 

I liked him like a lot of women liked him - Angela Lockhart, pen- 
sioner, who took pan in Mr Clark’s selection 

I would worry fundamentally about connecting any military-style 
activity directly with schools, even more so in the wake of Dun- 
blane -Peter Miller, of the Secondary Heads Association, on Gov- 
ernment plans to give every schoolchild the chance to become a mil- 
itary cadet 

I think the fact you are learning team work, respect for others 
and for other things will tempt you away from the use of guns - 
Michael Portillo, Defence Secretary 

We treat our children as hothouse plants to be forced into matur- 
ity before their time - Kenneth Mmogne, Professor of Political 
Science at the London School of Economics 

If radio stations were to blacklist every artist who has dabbled 
with drugs there would be a kind of hush all over the world - Boy 
George, pop star 

I had no idea who Chris Evans was - Elizabeth Sorrell, 10, whose 
car was invoked in a minor collision with the errant DTs vehicle 
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Oh yes, 
minister... 
The raffish 
charm of Alan 
Clark has 
worked 

wonders on the 
Kensington 
and Chelsea 
ladies. Paul 
Vallely and 
Clare Garner 
admire the 
frisson 
between the 
maverick and 
the matriarchs 



Activists from the constituency Conservative association. ‘A couple of quickies. If you’ll excuse the pun,’ began one questioner at a selection meeting Reuters 




Alan Clark: a rare integrity 


How to seduce a Kensington Tory 


S o, when it comes 
down to it, it* s back to 
basics. For all the talk 
about family values 
and doing battle with 
Blair on the high moral 
ground, what your average 
Tory activist wants, it turns 
out, is Alan Clark. 

It’s a joily good wheeze, of 
course, to select for the safest 
Conservative seat in the land a 
man who sticks two fingers up 
at what most Tbry MPS know 
they have to say in public, even 
if they think differently in pri- 
vate. “Only domestic servants," 
he once epigrammatised, “apol- 
ogise for what they’ve said.” It 
is an understandable sentiment 
Were Alan Clark to begin to 
apologise he might never stop. 

This was the man who once 
suggested that Ugandan Asians 
should be told, “You cannot 
come into this country because 
you are not white”, and who 
later suggested that immigrants 
should be sent “back to Bongo 
Bongo land". This was the his- 
torian who publicly expressed 
his admiration for Hitler and 
called his Rottweiler, Eva 
Braun. This was the raffish 
character whose diary admitted 


that he once made a speech to 
Parliament when “not entirely 
sober". This was the minister 
who made the Labour femi- 
nists* lips curl with his wilful 
political incorrectness - he 
once read out to the Commons 
a European announcement on 
equal opportunities, and did so 
in a deliberately silly voice. 
This was the macho' philan- 
derer (and bow!) who dis- 
missed the idea of heterosexual 
Aids as a “fag conspiracy” and 
derided the Buckingham 
Palace establishment, which 
“as we know is dominated by 
homosexuals". 

Colourful, or what? No won- 
der such an extravagant chap 
was bored at home, albeit in a 
castle in Kent, bitterly regret- 
ting his last-minute decision to 
retire from Parliament just 
before the 1992 general elec- 
tion. He had known even 
before he left politics that he 
had made a mistake, as one of 
his final diary entries shows: 

“I am trying to steel myself 
to the great transition." he 
wrote with just under a year to 
go. “What are my objectives? 
Limited, I suppose, by com- 
parison. Full and proper atten- 


tion to my papers and to the 
heritage. A dilettante man of 
letters? A (old Etonian) guru? 
A more attentive husband? 
Freedom to travel at will and 
EARLY NIGHTS. The defer- 
ral of old age, I suppose. But 
this itself is rather wet and fee- 
ble, and invites Nemesis.” 

If the goddess of retribution 
and vengeance was tempted 
she did not strike, despite the 
rage of his former constituency 
party in Plymouth Sutton, 
which had to find a successor in 
double-quick time. Nor was 
the revenge of his vaunted var- 
ious lovers ever forthcoming; 
rather the arrival of the pre- 
posterous Judge James Harkess 
from South Africa - accusing 
Clark of having seduced his 
wife and two daughters - 
induced more a sense of snig- 
gering sympathy from the pub- 
lic, largely because the Harkess 
harridans were accompanied 
by the odious Max Clifford. 

In any case, the re was always 
the suspicion that the braggart 
Clark boasted of more than his 
trousers ever delivered. Anyone 
who asks a fellow pall-bearer at 
a funeral whether he had ever 
bad sex in church surely gets his 


thrills more from violating oth- 
ers’ sense of propriety than 
their nubile relatives. 

StiD it is always possible that 
it was the limited legover 
opportunities at Saltwood Cas- 
tle which has driven the arro- 
gant old lecher back to West- 
minster. There was definitely 
the sniff of sex in the air at the 
selection meet- 
ing in Kensing- — 
ton on Thursday ^ . 

evening. “A cou- • M Si 


parent that everyone in Scar- 
borough had guessed who its 
mode] was - only to find that the 
victim was so honoured by the 
attention that his only concern 
was that he should be played by 
someone famous when the play 
transferred to the West End). 

And vanity was certainly tick- 
led on Thursday evening. dark 
amused them: “I 
can't be any 
worse than the 
alwart last one," he 


ion on xnursaay ^ » etaluiar* worse uian me 
evening. “A cou- • " Siaiwarl last one," he 

pie of quiches, if explained her I'Wf about 
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pun," one of CHOICI 

Clark’s selection || a’ 

meeting ques- . _ 

tioners began, to GXperii 

seemly sniggers. = ^ = 

And when a cou- 
pie of the con- 
stituency stalwarts -ladies of 
a certain age, with vivid slashes 
of lipstick above their double- 
rows of pearls - were asked by 
a TV reporter why they would 
vote for Clark, one replied, 
with a smouldering excitement 
she was unable entirely to sup- 
press: “He’s so experienced." 

In the interplay between 
power and vanity which governs 
such encounters, no doubt many 
of those who were flattered into 
voting for him hoped for the fris- 
son of a flirtation, at the very 
least, or better still to feature in 
some snide aside in a future 
diary. (Never underestimate 
people's appetite for public 
abuse. Alan Ayckbourn was 
once horrified when he realised 
that his portrayal of a boring 
local councillor was so irons- 


choice with: 

He’s so 
experienced 9 


i WITH. recumbent. Sir 

* en Nicholas Scott 

_ who was de- 

mced 9 selected after he 

was found by 
police slumped 
in the gutter dur- 
ing the Tory conference in 
Bournemouth. He flattered 
them: they arc the people the 
country always turns to when it's 
in a jam. "They've got used to 
us. My one dread is that if 
something goes wrong and they 
have to turn to us again, it 
could be too late." He charmed 
them: “You are the flagship of 
the national union and if now 
you do choose me to help you 
in this task, it would create a 
debt and gratitude that would 
Iasi all my life." He was one of 
them, making a revealing U- 
lurn on fox hunting: though a 
vegetarian who spoke with feel- 
ing about “badgers, hedgehogs, 
fores" he pledged that he would 
not allow his private feelings to 
goad him to vote in favour of a 
ban. 


It could be, of course, that the 
highly educated Conservatives 
of Kensington are looking to 
their history. It was that great 
Tory prime minister Disraeli 
who countered suggestions that 
when Palmerston, aged 80, 
fathered a bastard this would 
ruin his electoral chances. Mon: 
likely said Disraeli “hell sweep 
the countiy". Perhaps they hope 
Dark, who is only 68. will per- 
form in like manner. 

More probably it is a sign 
that the Tory activists suspect 
that they have no chunce of 
their party winning the election. 
Compare Clark with your aver- 
' age new Labour candidate - 
young, intelligent, decent and 
bland; these arc clones set on 
government and therefore des- 
perate not to give offence, 
park, by contrast, relishes giv- 
ing it It is part of the toff image 
he cultivates with such careful 
insouciance. 

It is, of course, a great 
game. For all his gout aristo- 
crat ique de dcplairc, and 
though he was once the rich- 
est man in the House of Com- 
mons -with his flat in Mayfair, 
castle in Kent, 27.000 acre 
estate in northern Scotland, 
house in Switzerland and so 
forth - Clark is not a true 
arislo. Though his father was 
the famous art historian Ken- 
neth Clark, “Lord Clark of 
Civilisation", his grandfather 
was in trade (in cotton 
thread). Still he has not 
allowed that to spoil his jcit 
desprit - this was the wag w ho 
once pretended that he 


thought the dinner-jacketed 
Foreign Secretary, Geoffrey 
Howe, was a waiter and who 
put down Michael Heseltine 
with the remark that he was 
the kind of fellow who had to 
buy his own furniture. 

Smiles all round then. Wel- 
come back Alan. “He's an orig- 
inal," insisted John Major yes- 
terday. “He’ll bring a dash of 
colour. There’s a very shrewd, 
clever, intelligent politician 
returning to the Commons and 
of course I welcome that." Of 
course. There was even warmth 
from the Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury, William Wd degrave, 
who was criticised in the report 
of the Scott arms-to-Iraq 
inquiry precipitated by Mr 
Clark's part in prompting the 
collapse of the Matrix Churchill 
trial with his candour in the wit- 
ness box. “1 think he will add to 
the colour of politics nation- 
ally,” said Mr Walde^rave. 
“Quite a lot of people will see 
it as rather a strength of the 
British system, that we can 
have such an amusing and 
interesting character back on 
the front line. I think a lot of 
people will welcome him back. 

I certainly do.” 

The curiosity is, given his 
political opinions, that most 
people will be pleased to see 
Alan Clark return to enliven the 
dull and worthy hypocrisy of our 
public life. His directness holds 
attractions beyond his gnarled 
sexuality (though that clearly has 
a vicarious potency - one’ col- 
league recalls a scene in the 
BBC newsroom when other- 


jo brand’s 



I am sure Nicola -Horlick, 
who earns a million pounds a 
year in the City, must also 
have been incredibly flattered 
to have been described as 
“squat, dumpy and terrifying" 
in one of the Sundays. (Yes, 
it was written by a bloke.) 
The day I see a report about 
a woman that makes no 
reference to her appearance 
is probably never going to 
happen, so I don't even know 
why 1 bothered to start that 
sentence. / Beats me too - Ed[ 

Just as Brian Harvey of East 
17 was putting a word in for 
ecstasy; it seems it’s gone out 
of fashion and has been 
replaced by heroin as the 
drug of choice for the yoof of 
today. It is always hard to 
believe these statements that 
yon read in the press, and 
with two such different drugs 
as heroin and ecstasy, hard 
to understand as well. I am 
sure most people have an 
archetypal picture of what a 
junkie looks like ... long 
greasy hair, dirty clothes, 
skinny and ill-looking. 
However, having worked on a 
drug unit when I was a 
nurse. I learnt very quickly 
that the popular stereotype 
hardly exists. On the unit we 
saw men and women from 
every class and background. 


Businessmen, market 
traders, cavil servants ... you 
name iL Few of them were 
under 30. 1 suspect when the 
young *ims discover that 
heroin certainly doesn't help 
you dance all night, they 
might give it up. 

One thing it seems children 
will never become addicted to 
is vegetables, and there is 
mounting concern that 
parents nave given up with 
kids who mil not eat their 
greens and let them get on 
with crisps and chocolate. 
Despite having a reputation 
for only ever stuffing lard 
down my throat I am a fan of 
vegetables, even though I had 
to suffer sprouts at primary 
school, not to mention 
cauliflower that disintegrated 
on fork impact and mashed 
swede that looked like lumpy 
quicksand. I remember one of 
my brothers once refusing to 
cat his vegetables and being 
threatened with not being 
allowed to go to the pictures 
by my mum. He held out, 
obviously believing this threat 
would never be carried out. 
Much to his surprise, it was 
implemented and he sulked 
at nome while we went off to 
see Snow White. Thai put me 
off apples for life. 

So how can we persuade 


- 




kids to eat vegetables? The 
lalesl idea is to flavour them 
with tastes that children like, 
which means chcesc-and- 
onion flavoured cauliflower 
and prawn-cocktail flavoured 
carrots. I feel sick just 
thinking about them. Watch 
out for dinner ladies retching. 

So mental health services in 
London are in crisis and on 
the point of collapse. QueUe 
surprise. A recent piece of 
research by the King’s Fond 
has told us what those of us 
who live in London can see 
with our very eyes - that the 
streets are accommodating 
numerous individuals who 
cannot cope with life. Ifeo 
thousand acute psychiatric 
beds have been lost and 
many hospitals are trying to 
cope with patients sleeping in 
corridors and sharing beds. 


Apparent!* Stephen DorrelL 
Jhc Health Secretary, has 
extremely constructive 
«md concerned", whatever 
mat means in the context or 

?h"?r berofa 8 m ''n>™™t 

that has all but destroyed th,. 

S» l,h ^ rvkt,nA *S 

me subway .s home to the’ 
flotsam and jetsam of 

numanity who have been 

r a nfV 0mea ^^nt he 

hi population don't y 

disappear below the earth’s 

because that will be 

Sfaw*- 

Well done to Jvoti 

sss&S 


!l a . v ^ beard, but I don't know 
“ it is true, that he is a stout 
lad and a bit embarrassed to 
be seen. This is no doubt 
because the music industry 
seems to demand these days 
that you also don’t look like 
the back of a bus as well as 
a good warbler. This 
was borne out by a woman in 
oouthend who sent me a tape 
° She had been 

Wld by a record company 
that although she has a great 
voice, female record buyers 
these days like to see a 
woman they can model 
themselves on and male 

record buyers like to see a 

woman they would be proud 
to have on their arm. Let’s 
hope this ethos doesn't drift 
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"bom voted The Lord of At 
the top book of the 
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wise earnest, liberal young 
female producers did battle to 
be the one to accompany a 
reporter to interview Clark, and 
one suggested the selection 
should be settled with the ques- 
tion; “Who's got the cleanest 
knickers?”) 

But Clark also flirts with an 
integrity which seems all too 
rare in modern politics. He is, 
after all, the right-wing patriot 
who wrote a bitter attack on 
the generals of the British 
Expeditionary Force who 
drove men to needless deaths 
in the First World War. He is 
the high Tory who bans fox- 
hunting on his land. He is the 
minister who refused to Ue In 
the witness box to protect the 
clandestine policy of his own 
government in the anns-to- 
Iraq affair. He is the Cold 
Warrior who admired the Rus- 
sians while detesting bis 
American allies for their 
“material corruption”. It is in 
contradictions such as those 
that his real charm lies. 

“My past is an open book. 
Everyone knows about it, the 
Conservative association 
knew about it and they still 
wanted me,” he said yester- 
day. “Now It is up to the elec- 
torate to decide whether they 
want me as their MP.” With a 
notional majority of almost 
22,000 in Kensington and 
Chelsea, that is a rhetorical 
question. But desperate Tbiy 
constituencies elsewhere may 
lament the fact that they do 
not have an Alan Clark to put 
the same question there. 
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For millennia , 
our ancestors 
achieved 
nothing . How 
on earth did 
it happen? 





david ^P* 
aaronovitch 


E vciy nine months or so 
some archaeologist dis- 
covers that our oldest 
ancestors are even older than 
we had already believed. This 
week's news was that recently 
discovered stone tools were 
made nearly 300,000 years 
earlier than the oldest previous 
finds. Hakes of rock with 
chipped edges, used for chop- 
ping. and '‘pounded" pieces 
(like anvils), found in Ethiopia 
arc something like 2.6 million 
years old. 

This is depressing. It effect- 
ively extends by several hund- 
red millennia the period in 
which our forefathers and 
mothers managed to avoid any 
technological innovation what- 
soever. And there were already 
2 million years in which they 
achieved veiy little indeed. 

How on earth can this be? 
We are, after all, talking about 
a very, very long time. It is only 
10.000 years since crops were 
first grown. 5,000 years since 
humans smelted metal 60 since 
TV was invented, 124 months 
since The Independent was first 
published - such achievements 
in such a short period! Yet in 2 
million years our forebears 
failed to get beyond stone chips. 
Even by accident. You might 
have thought that somewhere 
in those vast tracts of time, 
somebody falling off a mount- 
ain, and saved by her volum- 
inous squirrel skins, would have 
passed on the secret of para- 
chuting. But no. How come? 

Were they just too busy? 
Hunting and gathering can be 
rime-consuming,- skiaaiag a 
mammoth takes a lot of, energy; 
grubbing around for roots, or 
blackbenying, are not con- 
ducive to watching carefully 
while Ug demonstrates gliding 
with two leaves and a long 
stick. But in that case, how 
come things ever changed? 

Explanation two is that most 
humans, far from being the 
restless innovators of popular 
myth, are in fact deeply con- 
servative. Having been tutored 
in a perfectly efficient flaking 
method which was good 
enough for their parents, why 
change? Anyone who doubts 
the joint power of nostalgia and 
inertia should consider this 
week’s call for a return of cadet 
forces in schools, and the com- 
missioning of a new royal yacht 
But it takes relatively few 
innovators to change life com- 
pletely for everyone else. So 
enter Dr Steven Mithen, pro- 
ponent of cognitive archaeol- 
ogy and author of the recently 


published Prehistory of the 
Mind. Dr Mithen’sview is that, 
until a sudden explosion of 
intelligence - somewhere 
between 100,000 and 30,000 
years ago - our ancestors were 
just too stupid. They had 
“modular intelligences", in 
which technical intelligence was 
separated from social intelli- 
gence (Le. you could lie your 
shoe, if shown, but you could- 
n’t understand knots). Then 
language itself became a vehi- 
cle for thought (before then, 
the best that humanoids could 
do was gossip - which is also, of 
course. Lhe distinction between 
a tabloid and a broadsheet 
newspaper). Metaphor was 
loosed upon the world. 

There are still a couple of 
problems that Dr Mithen’s 
explanation fails to iron out. 
The first is how his theory deals 
with the flaked tools in the first 
place. Someone furry must 
have worked out the principles 
involved, and chipped that 
cobble. So why couldn’t the 
descendants of that innovator 
repeat the trick, but with writ- 
ing, or pop music? 

The other difficulty is pro- 
vided by the example of ancient 
Egypt After the development 
(by about 2400BC) of building 
s kills sophisticated enough to 
create the Pyramids, the Phar- 
oahs and their subjects did sod- 
all for 2 millennia. Their reli- 
gion did not change, their art 
did not change, their technol- 
ogy did not change, for 2,000 
years. Whilst there may have 
been an improved formula for 
henna, or a slightly tastier 
recipe for baboon in crocodile 
sauce,* there was no steam 
engine, spinning jenny, or that 
agricultural thing for lifting 
turnips that you always learned 
about at school. It was the kind 
of civilisation that makes 
Michael Portillo look like a 
mad progressive. 

Personally, I blame the clim- 
ate. The valley of the Nile is 
temperate ana warm. Crops 
grow easily, lotuses wave in 
the breeze (I think), and the 
view is perfect. Why should the 
temple artist spend an extra 
hour tiyiQg out a new way of 
representing the ibis-beaded 
god, Thoth, when he could 
paint an old Thoth in bis sleep, 
and then gel back to his koul- 
eyed mistress by the banks of 
the great river? Isn’t this why 
Isambard Kingdom Brunei was 
not a Fijian, nor Marconi a Sri 
Lankan? Rain-lashed, wind- 
swept, they bad nothing better 
to do than to improve things. 
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The ‘broken dagger’ 

dub cuts up rough 


A rumour was going 
round Whitehall 
last week that a 
new and exclusive 
club has been 
formed. Ail its members are 
former members of the British 
Special Forces - the SAS, the 
Special Boat Service and other 
covert operators known to the 
Navy as “sneaky beaky". But 
they have either been thrown 
oul of the special forces for 
refusing to sign new contracts 
committing them to a lifetime 
of silence, or have been banned 
from the 61ite units’ bases. 
Rumour has it the dub is called 
“broken dagger”, after the 
winged dagger of the SAS. 

This week an official in the 
(he Ministry of Defence's secu- 
rity directorate wrote to more 
than two dozen former mem- 
bers of the Special Forces who 
have published details of their 
experiences, banning them 
from attending reunions on 
ministry property, in case they 
gathered material for more 
books or television prog- 
rammes. Last year the MoD 
introduced new contracts for 
serving special forces person- 
nel designed to prevent Lhcm 
publishing accounts of their 
work or helping with docu- 
mentaries. The ban on attend- 
ing regimental reunions is 
probably the MoD’s final 
attempt to shut the stable door 
after a series of best-selling 
books destroyed much of the 
mystique and secrecy sur- 
rounding covert operations. 
Let us hope so, anyway. 

“Special Forces” refers to all 
the units under the Director of 
Special Forces, an army 
brigadier. They include the 
Army’s SAS , which comprises 
one regular, and two TA units 
(about 800 men in all); the 
Marines' S pedal Boat Service 
(about 150 strong); and a num- 
ber of smaller units - 14 Com- 
pany of the Army Intelligence 
Corps and certain Royal Sig- 
nals and RAF personnel. 

A number of manuscripts 
are being read by the MoD at 
the moment The next one to 
be published, due on 27 March, 
will be by Sarah Ford, on the 
role of women in 14 Intelli- 
gence Company in Northern 
Ireland. 

The ban on authors’ visiting 
bases has the overwhelming 
support of serving members of 
the Special Forces, particu- 
larly the lower ranks, who have 
become increasingly resentful 
of the success of a few former 
members who have earned 
Large sums of money. Some of 
the books are gripping, and 
fully deserve their success; oth- 
ers are tedious, the realm, an 
army officer said yesterday, of 
“trainspo tiers". The most suc- 
cessful of the writers. .Andy 
McNab, has made an esti- 
mated £5m from his book 
Bravo Two Zero, about the fate 
of an eight-man patrol behind 
Iraqi lines in the Gulf war. 

This week's fuss about the 
ban on visiting special forces 
bases obscured a more inter- 
esting point. According to 


by Christopher Bellamy 



They’ve refused to promise a lifetime of silence and 
they’ve been banned from their units’ bases. But there 
are mare books on the Special Forces to come 


senior MoD officials, the Army 
and the MoD did not want a 
blanket ban on everybody writ- 
ing about the histoiy of the 
Special Forces, but aimed to 
focus on those disclosures that 
could really damage national 
security and future operations. 

But that was all too compli- 
cated for ministers - and espe- 
cially the Armed Forces Min- 
ister, Nicholas Soames. There 
might be no reason to stop 
people writing about certain 
SAS operations, and it might 
even be good PR. In Yemen, 
for example, the SAS pio- 
neered the type of reconstruc- 
tion work now being carried 
out in Bosnia, known by its 
staff code as G5 - aid to the 
civil community. But no. A 
blanket ban it had to be. 

A more intelligent approach 


would have been to come down 
veiy hard on details of opera- 
tional techniques that are still 
used, and operations in North- 
ern Ireland. Information about 
the role of 14 Company of the 
Intelligence Corps in Northern 
Ireland could be more damag- 
ing than much of the material 
about the SAS. 

What really worries the 
MoD is that details may 
emerge of special forces oper- 
ations in places where they 
were not supposed to be. It is 
widely believed that UK special 
forces operated in Vietnam. 
Afghanistan and the former 
Soviet Union, and there is little 
doubt that they have been 
involved in countering drugs in 
South America. The MoD's 
refusal to make any comment 
on the Special Forces and 


refusal to discriminate between 
real secrets and relatively 
straightforward military mat- 
ters could be a dangerous pol- 
icy in an era when the truth will 
almost certainly out. 

Targeting regimental re- 
unions had a special poignancy. 
General Sir Peter de la Bflliere, 
the former SAS officer who 
was the senior British soldier in 
Saudi Arabia during the Gulf 
War. is widely blamed for start- 
ing the rush of books with his 
.Storm Command, published in 
1992. Immediately after the 
publication of Sir Peter's book, 
detailing the story of the patrol , 
Bravo Bvo Zero behind Iraqi i 
lines, it was widely believed 
that the soldiers who were 
themselves involved, and sur- 
vived, might do even better. I 

However, the media’s focus 


on Sir Peter in the last week is 
a red herring. He did not 
receive one of the letters from 
the MoD, and does not expect 
to. He has already largely 
excised himself from the regi- 
mental community by resigning 
as president of the Regimental 
Association. He knew he 
would no longer be welcome. 
He has also now retired from 
the Army. He is irrelevant. 

In spite of that, the media 


this week invented an imagi- 
nary “battle" between Sir Peter 
ana the MoD, stressing his 
“hero” status. like all SAS 
officers and men, he knew that 
side of his life was supposed to 
be secret. The extraordinary 
public interest in him during 
and after the Gulf war was his 
own doing. According to his 
son, quoted in 1995, “He lost 
loads of money in Lloyd's dur- 
ing the Gulf War, so he wrote 
his book to make some cash.” 

Sir Peter is certainly an 
expert self-public isL His role in 
the Gulf was not as powerful or 
influential as he has made oul 
The British army and air force 
units were under operational 
command of the Americans. 
Sir Peter’s role was more that 
of a very senior liaison officer. 

There has been indignation 
that many of those excluded had 
their books “cleared" by the 
MoD, as some have protested 
with an air of wounded inno- 
cence. "We prefer the word 
‘scrutinised',” one MoD source 
said. " Clearance does not mean 
approval Then they went and 
talked on the radio, helped 
make the documentary. There 
is a whole network of contacts 
out there, which contributes to 
erosion of security.” 

The MoD has a point 
Whereas people who served in 
the Special Forces in the early 
days, in the North African 
desert or the Radfan, wrote 
their memoirs out of interest or 
love, the large s ums now avail- 
able have changed the game. 
Covertness and secrecy were 
always conditions of member- 
ship of these filiie forces. Now 
that the temptations to renege 
are greater, the contractual 
and statutory instruments 
enforcing adherence to the 
code need to be stronger. 

The MoD has relaxed its 
policy of “we do not discuss 
Special Forces” a little. Once 
the books started appearing, 
the MoD could not deny what 
was in them. “It’s a ratchet 
mechanism,” one source said. 
“Once it dicks forward, you 
can’t go back.” 

Up to now, the MoD has 
avoided any very damaging 
disclosures. Bravo Ttvo Zero 
was embarrassing because it 
highlighted the cock-ups which 
occur in any military operation, 
thus damaging the SAS 
ntystique and aura of invinci- 
bility - not because it compro- 
mised secrets. Chris Ryan's 
book, which presented a dif- 
ferent account of Lhe same 
incident, began a more dam- 
aging trend with arguments 
between individuals. The MoD 
is uncomfortable with that but 
it needs to focus on the things 
that are really secreL 
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The dumbing down of an after-dark D J 

Radio l’s new man in the morning isn’t moronic enough for the slot, argues David Walker 






B ehold: a northern star is 
bom. Mark Radcliffe, a 
radio presenter confined 
until now to late hours and the 
accl aim of students and sixth- 
formers, is to be Radio l’s 
Breakfast Show replacement 
for Chris Evans. The usual 
ration of fame and fortune 
attached to such a slot has 
been doubled because of the 
manner of Evans's going. 

Up or down, Radcliffe’s first 
set of listening figures will get 
him on the front pages. If he 
keeps the style and scatological 
content of his present late 
evening show, be will get there 
long before. If he doesn’t, if he 
deans up his acL goes for the 
mainstream and performs the 
musical equivalent of a self- 
lobotomy, he won’t be worth 
listening to. 

Whether you can tell Pave- 
ment from Pulp or house music 
from hip-hop, Radcliffe 's fate 
will be worth watching - at 
least as a demonstration of the 
alhire of the lowest common 
denominator. Moving to the 
morning dot on Radio L he 
confronts b lan and brain 

death. Raddiffe stands to prove, 
for the umpteenth time, that 
popular culture is intolerant of 
Kfcosyncrasy except in niches, 
M i of hours, in cult formats. 

The show, built on stints he 
did on the old Radio Five and 


local radio, consists of a dia- 
logue between two professional 
Mancunians, Raddiffe (who is 
actually from Bolton) and Mare 
Riley, a former bass player with 
the Fall, nicknamed Laird, who 
impersonates an intellectual 
oaf. I say dialogue - some of it 
is grunts and raspberries, some 
of it is sounds like they have 
both had a good drink before 
the green light came on, and 
some of it is radio at its very 
best - the peculiar capacity of 
the medium to create a club 
atmosphere intimately linking 
listener and presenter. There 
are turns from a “cultural cor- 
respondent" in New York, an 
American based in Britain, film 
crit, readings from books and - 
Radcliffe gets accolades from 
the Arts Council for promoting 
interest in verse - poetry from 
the Hkes of John HegJey. Gen- 
erally, it’s funny. 

However, Radcliffe’s ap- 
pointment tells us two things. 
The first is that nobody listens 
to late-evening radio - nobody, 
that is, from the ranks of the 
nation’s self-appointed censors. 
Radcliffe talks dirty; talks irre- 
ligiously. Here is a gem from 
the wit and wisdom of Mark 
Raddiffe the other night - why 
is Stonewall Jackson so called? 

Answer: because he’s built like 

a brick shithouse. Followed by 
a conversation about what hap- 



Radcfiffe (left) and Lard: will the Iconodasm be diluted? 


pens if you stand down wind of 
a farting elephant and defeca- 
tion in fish tanks. Followed by 
talk about the publication of 
J D Salinger followed by a gem 
of radio stream of conscious- 
ness about how Raymond 
Chandler would have sounded 
if written by his former Dniwich 
school chum PG Wodehouse. 

Thai there is the music. Offi- 
cially, Raddiffe’s taste is indie, 
but that just means he is 
allowed to play tracks he likes. 
A live session with Beth Orton 
is followed-by three Brian Wil- 
son tracks. It is hit and miss. It 
is exude. It is also distinctive 
radio listening. It works. 

Radcliffe’s appointment 
also says a lot (and not very 


flatteringly) about the desper- 
ation of Matthew Bannister, 
BBC Director of Radio. Here’s 
a network controller who 
seems to have no reserve, no 
talent back-up, who has been 
forced into translating a pre- 
senter whose style, whose 
essence as a broadcaster is 
night-time into the open corn- 
fields of morning radio. And so 
much for youth radio - Rad- 
cliffe is 38^ nearly twice as old 
as the Spice Girls he will have 
no option but to play on the 
morning programme. 

One of the puzzles of 
celebrity in modem media is 
how, despite an increasingly 
diversified array of outlets frag- 
menting the audience and 


dividing up attention, certain 
individuals can still command 
general recognition and 
become generic “stars”. In 
Britain, celebrity is made eas- 
ier to understand because the 
national newspapers act as a 
sort of smoothing agent Mil- 
lions were talking last week 
about Brian Harvey, though 
Lhey bad never heard an East 17 
track, because he had been 
taken up in the press. 

Mark Radcliffe wfll now ben- 
efit from the same phenome- 
non, at least in terms of his 
bank balance. But for how 
long? It is hard to see Lhe Rad- 
cliffe translation working, even 
though he has insisted on slay- 
ing in Manchester to present 
his programme. Morning radio 
is mainstream. People don’t 
listen in the attentive way they 
do at nights. It is about playlists 
and promotions. Where will 
the famed Mancunian icono- 
clasm - a word he uses at ni^ht 
but would never get away with 
using in the morning - go? 

lb talk about selling out can 
make you sound like one of 
those rock historidsts endlessly 
debating when things started 
going off the rails - when Elvis 
was inducted, when John 
Lennon met Yoko Ono, when 
Johnny Rotten popped his 
DMs. It’s all only showbiz. 

So what is at stake for Rad- 


cliffe is not principle - unlike, 
say, the presenter Andy Ker- 
shaw, Radcliffe seems entirely 
apolitical. What he stands to 
lose is character. Radio is, per- 
haps even more than television, 
where blandness will get you a 
long way, the supremely honest 
medium. If you’ve got it - char- 
acter - your voice, your per- 
sonality lodge in the listeners’ 
hearts as well as ears. 

Gimmicks (the formal l hat 
Steve Wright, Evans's prede- 
cessor, used) wfll get you some 
of the way but ultimately there 
has to be a nugget of individu- 
ality. Radcliffe’s devoted fol- 
lowing of a weekday evening has 
to do with his appeal to a peren- 
nially sixth form temperament — 
a mixture of vulgarity, wit and a 
sense among listeners that 
through their popular cultural 
choices, they were marking 
themselves out as distinctive. 

Radcliffe appeals to them 
because - there is no doubt - 
he has a mind and for al] the 
banter, he has been unafraid to 
use it, albeit in a self-mocking 
Mancunian way. What he says 
is this - we are all actually, 
clever people together. You 
cannot do that with the morons 
of the morning. Radcliffe will 
have to dumb down and as he 
does so, he is going to lose his 
voice, and most of what has 
made him worth listening to. 




Ha's chained up through his sensitive nose and made to walk 
on rad hot plates, whilst the back of his legs are Ait in time 
to music. Onlookers taunt him and force Mm to drink base. 
Why? Because they're teaching him to ‘dance’ for tourists 
who pay to watch hts agonising waltz. 

The World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) 
rescues ’dancing bears' and takes them to sanctuaries 
where they can be free of pain and suffering. But we 
cant carry out our Sfe-saving work without the support of 
people like you. Ybnr gift of just £10, or whatever you can 
afford, will help cut the chains of innocent ani mals. 
So please send your donation today. He's counting on you. 

YES, I WANT TO CUT THE CHAINS! 
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Please send this completed form and your i 
ta WSW. Dept AL8, Freepost NH2604, 
Northampton. NN3 6BR. No stamp is need 
THANK YOU. Reea*red ettamy No J8T908 
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Sainsbury shares slide 


13% on profits warning 


Nigel Cope 


Sainsbury's position in the su- 
permarket battle was severely 
weakened yesterday when the 
company issued a dramatic 
profits warning, forcing the 
shares into free fall 
Sainsbury’s shares plunged 13 
per cent to 341 p, their lowest 
point for five years, after the 


company said this year's prof- 
its would be around £60m lower 


its would be around £60m lower 
than City expectations due to 
problems across its range of 
businesses. 

The shock warning means 
Sainsbury's profits will fall for 
tbe second consecutive year. 
Profits for the year to March will 
be the fallen giant's lowest 
since 1991 Sainsbury s said this 
year's profits would be around 
£640m-£650m, against analysts' 
estimates of £7 15m. 

The supermarket group 
blamed the fail on high costs as- 
sociated with building sales 
through its loyalty card as well 
as higher conversion costs at 
Texas Homecare, the DIY c hain 
acquired two years ago. Sains- 
bury’s US businesses have also 
been hit by problems. 

In addition Sainsbury's will in- 
cur an additional £50m charge 
as its accelerates the conversion 
of the Texas format to Salis- 
bury's Homebase. 

The severity of the an- 
nouncement shocked analysts 
and institutional shareholders 
who were voicing fears yester- 
day that Sainsbury’s had "‘lost 
the plot" in the battle against 
Tesco as the gap between the 
two rivals widens. 

One large institutional share- 
holder. who declined to be 
named, said the warning was 
particularly surprising as it came 
only a month after Sainsbury's 
management had visited insti- 
tutions with an upbeat message. 
“They were very positive just be- 
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• Feb 1995: Tesco launches glubCard ^ loyalty card. David Sains- 
buiy dismisses them as 'electronic geen shield stamps’ 


• Sept 1995: Tesco edges ahead of Sainsbury in market share 
for the first time ' '• - 


• Jan 1996; Sainsbuiy. warns tltt be beibw^ ex- 

pectations 


• May: Sainsbuiy announces first foil in profits for, 22 years as 
pre-tax profits slide to £712nrftom £8Q9m . 


• June: Tesco adds CtubCard Plus Interest-paying card 


• June: Sainsbury does il-tum and launches Its own loyally 
scheme, the Reward card 


■ Oct Sainsbury's tries to capture the lead 'm financial services 
with plans for a Sainsbuiy Bank with Bank of Scotland 


» Oct Sainsbury’s half year pre-tax profits sJfp to £393m against 
£456. Full year forecasts: cut to £710-725m 


• Jan 1997: Latest market share figures show Sainsbuiy at 20.1 
per cent, still behind Tesco with 23.2 per cent 


• Jan 1997: Sainsbuiy shocks CHy with another profit warning. 
Announces sales growth far lower than Tesco 


fore Christmas so this is a ma- 
jor shock. It seems that there are 
a lot of small things going 
wrong everywhere. It looks 
pretty dire.” 

Tony MacNeary of NatWest 
Securities said he expected 
Tesco to take advantage of 
Sainsbury’s obvious vulnerabil- 
ity to increase the pressure. 
“Management and staff must be 
demoralised. Tesco is bound to 
exploit iL” 

Frank Davidson of James 
Capei said: “ it makes you feel 
that management has lost con- 
trol. Sales growth looks pedes- 
trian, tbe costs of the Reward 
card are higher than expected. 
Management credibility stands 
at an all-time low.” 

He added that the poor per- 


formance of the Reward card 
called into question the use of 
such cards across the sector. 

The profits warning accom- 
panied tbe announcement of 
sales growth of 4.4 per cent in 
the eight weeks over the Christ- 
mas .The figures were in stark 
contrast to the 75 per cent in- 
crease announced by Tesco ear- 
lier this week. 

Sainsbuiy said that the Re- 
ward card was contributing a 2 
per cent sales uplift, the bottom 
end of pre-launch expectations 
and barely enough to cover the 
card’s costs. 

With food price inflation run- 


ning at 3 per cent, Sainsbury’s 
real sales growth is only 1.4 per 


real sales growth is only 1.4 per 
cent. David Sainsbuiy, chair- 
man, said that real sales growth 


of 1 per cent was historically 
“pretty good” for Sainsbury’s. 

He admitted that sharehold- 
er would be disappointed with 
the profits warning but hoped 
they would be pleased with the 
sales growth. “The strategy of 
the supermarkets is working. Wj 
have turned around the sales 
performance.” 

However, with the shares 
sliding and analysts suggesting 
a switch to Tesco and other su- 
permarket stocks, the new 
Sainsbury’s top team faces a 
stern tesL 

The group has been consis- 
tently out-manoeuvred by Tesco 
and a rejuvenated Asda. It was 
forced into a U-turn with the 
launch of its own loyalty card 
and was second into financial 
services with its yet-to-be 
launched Sainsbury's Bank. 

Now it appears that the cost 
of trying to claw back market 
share lost to Tesco has been far 
higher than anticipated. 

The integration of Texas 
Homecare is also proving costly. 
Sainsbury’s admits that Texas 
was in a far poorer condition 
than was apparent at the time 
of the deal with Ladbroke. 

The two parties are still £70m 
apart on their valuations and the 
matter remains in the hands of 
an arbitrator. Sainsbury’s hopes 
to settle the dispute next month. 

Mr Sainsury declined to ad- 
mit that he bad paid too much 
for the chain. He said a lower 
price would only have encour- 
aged an overseas buyer. 

Sainsbury’s US businesses 
are also performing poorly. At 
Shaw's, the US supermarket 
business, tike-for-like sales grew 
1.4 per cent in the 16 weeks to 
11 January. At Giant, where 
Sainsbury's has a 20 per cent 
stake, the group said profits 
would be £5m lower. 

Leading article, page 19 
Comment, page 23 
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4 Sainsbury is, now looking 
very vulnerable and I think 
Tesco will take advantage ’ 
of that* 

Tony MacNeary, 

NatWest Securities 
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fit makes you feei that 
management has lost 


control. Sales growth is 
pedestrian. The costs of 
the Reward card are higher 
than expected, it’s really in 
disarray* 

Bank Davidson, food retail 


‘This is not the bottom. I 
see nothing here to say 
that this business has 
turned the comer* 

Retail analyst 


Supermarket wars: David Sainsbury now faces further 
pressure from the company's arch rival, Tesco 


4 The strategy In the j 
supermarket business is 
working We have turned , 
around the safes 

performance' 

David Sainsbuiy, 
Chairman of Sainsbury’s 


The financial markets went into 
retreat yesterday, dominated 
by a weaker dollar and falling 
share prices on Wall Street for 
the second successive day. 
Shares in London reversed 
Thursday's spectacular gains, 
while the pound declined further 
again st the German mark. 

Behind the dramatic moves 
lay investors’ renewed fears that 
US interest rates will rise and 
dashed hopes that German rates 
will faU. 

The FTSE 100 index lost 
nearly 53 points to close at 
4,218.7, after a 52 -point rise on 
TTiuisday. The pound fell nearly 
two pfennigs to just over 
DM2.65 following its five pfen- 
nig dive the day before, al- 
though it was steady against the 
dollar yesterday. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average continued to track 
downwards yesterday in the 
wake of the precipitate 94-point 
slide that rocked the New York 
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FirstBus told to sell part of Scottish operation 


Patrick Tooher 


NSM, the coal mining company 
based in Cheslerfield. applied 
for protection from its creditors 
by going into administration 
yesterday. 

The company has heavy debts 
incurred by an unsuccessful 
diversification into building 
materials^ and its failure to win 
the auction for British Coal's 
South Whies pits. 

The admiaistratiou order 
covers NSM’s holding company, 
and NSM's subsidiaries will 
continue to trade normally, 
with a view to a trade sale. 

John Jermine, NSM’s chair- 
man, and Chris Phoenix, chief 
executive, are working with the 
company’s bankers, a consor- 
tium led by Bank of Scotland, 
and with Richard Fleming of 
Arthur Andersen, the court- 
appointed administrator, to put 
together a rescue package. 

Mr Fleming has three 
months in which to put together 
a plan for the company, which 
owns two large deep mines in 
the Vale of Neath. Wales, and 
several deep and open mines in 
West Virginia. 

NSM's shares were suspend- 
ed at 8p on 23 December, when 
it said that it was “in discussion 
with its bankers over its imme- 
diate and long-term cash flow 
requirements". NSM raised 
£40m through a rights issue just 
three years ago priced at lOOp. 
in an effort to reduce its debts. 

At an extraordinary general 
meeting on 13 January NSM’s 
shareholders approved the sale 
of Gee Hill Plant, a plant hire 
subsidiary, although this deal is 
still subject to the bankers’ 


The Department of Trade and 
Industry yesterday ordered 
FirstBus to sell some of its 
Scottish bus activities after 
ruling that its proposed £96m 
acquisition of Glasgow-based 
SB Holdings could act against 
the public interest. 

The DTI's decision is a blow 
to FirstBus, which became 
Britain's biggest local bus op- 
erator when it bought SBH last 
May. The action by the DTI is 
based on a recommendation by 
. the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission which mvesigated 
the deal Shares in FirstBus fell 


part of the Glasgow operations 
of SBH and should identify a 
firm buyer within nine months 
of the publication of the 
MMC’s report-’’ the DTI said. 

The FirstBus operations ear- 
marked for sale by the DTI, 
including at least one of SBH's 
four central Glasgow bus 


depots, are thought to have a 
combined annual turnover of 
£40m, compared to estimated 
group sales of £750m. 

If FiretBus does not find a 
firm buyer, or fails to proceed 
with a sale within nine months, 
it would have to sell SBH “in its 
entirety'’, the DTI added. 


FirstBus said it was dis- 
appointed by the decision by 
John Taylor, Minister for Cor- 
porate and Consumer Affairs, 
and said it would seek further 
clarification. 

"We need to sit down with the 
competition authorities to find 
out what it means,” said Trevor 


Smallwood, executive chair- 
man of FirstBus. 

However, he said that the rul- 
ing on Midland Bluebird, which 
operates in central Scotland, 
was not entirely unexpected. 

Mr Taylor said FirstBus was by 
far the largest operator in cen- 
tral and south-east Scotland 


Dundee bus takeover brings windfall for drivers 


4.5p to 221p on the news. 
“FirstBus should be reqi 


“FirstBus should be required 
to divest the business of its sub- 
sidiary Midland Bluebird, plus 


Around 500 employees of tbe 
Dundee-based Tsybus are each 
in line for a windfall of at least 
£20,000 after the planned sale 
to National Express, the air- 
ports to rail group which re- 
cently lost its chief executive. 
writes Magnus Grimond. 

The £UL5m offer by Nation- 


al’s West Midlands Travel off- 
shoot for what is said to be Scot- 
land's last privately owned bus 
group beat off intense compe- 
tition from rival bus operators, 
including Stagecoach, a near 
neighbour in Perth. First Bus. 
British JSos and Strathtay, part 
of Yorkshire Traction. 


Tbe employees each paid 
£500 for one share when the 
business was bought out from 
the local authority in 1991, 
with all sharing equally 
whether they were a director or 
a driver. The windfall, which 
could increase by another 
£2,000 or so if certain tax com- 


plications relating to an em- 
ployee trust are cleared up, 
compares with typical annual 
pay of around £14,600 a year. 

Jack Henry, Taybus chief ex- 
ecutive. said news of tbe deal, 
first announced in outline last 
December, had been well 
received b? the workforce. 


where SBH supplied 40 per cent 
of tbe bus service and FirstBus's 
other subsidiaries 21 per cent 

"The scale and dominance of 
FiistBus/SBH in central and 
south-east Scotland was likely 
to deter competition with SBH 
from the other two large adja- 
cent operators. Stagecoach 
Holdings and Cowie Group,” 
Mr Taylor argued. 

“It would also deter entry by 
others." 

Mr Taylor also noted that all 
four SBH depots in Glasgow 
were within four miles of the dty 
centre and all had capacity for 
at leasi 120 or so vehicles. 

But FirstBus said it was con- 
cerned about the impact selling 
one of the depots would have 
on the quality of bus services in 
Glasgow. 


Thursday when a record num- 
ber of shares were traded. At 
midday it was hovering around 
a loss of 50 points. 

Speculation that the as- 
tounding bull run on the Dow' 
may at last be entering a cor- 
rection was fuelled yesterday by 
activity on the bond market, 
wbere interest rates continued 
to edge higher. At midday the 
30-year US Treasury was off by 
half-a-pomt while the yield had 
risen to 6.90 per cent. 0 

“This smells like a correction, 
it feels like a correction, I would 
be surprised, in fact, if it does 
not turn out to be that long- 
awaited correction,” comment- 
ed William Mattison of Gerard 
Klauer Mattison in New York. 

Few oo Wall 'Street were pre- 
dicting anything more dramatic, 
however. Attention is still 
focused on the next meeting of 
the Federal Reserve open mar- 
I ket committee on 3-4 Ffebruaty 
to consider a possible change in 
interest rates. 

Predicting that the Fed would 
leave rates alone, Jeffrey Ap- 
plegate of Lehman Bros said 
that there was no need for in- 
vestors to panic. **We think 
we’ve probably got a modest cor- 
rection at hand.” 

Thursday’s turnaround came 
as tbe industrial average was 
continuing its run into record 
territory and breaking through 
tbe 6,900-mark. Until midday on 
Thursday, the index had put on 
nearly 7 per cent in value just this 1 

month. Even after Thursday's 
94-point dive, the increase this 
year was 4.8 per cent. 
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Airbus shies away from flying wing giant 


Michael Harrison 


Airbus Industrie, the Euro- 
pean aircraft manufacturer, 
said yesterday that it had looked 
at developing a pant 800-seal 
“flying wing" aircraft but aban- 
doned the concept because the 
technological problems were 
loo daunting. 

The consortium was com- 
menting after McDonnell Dou- 
glas of the US. which is being 
taken over by Boeing, said h was 
preparing io test fly an un- 
manned model of its own blend- 
ed wing body (BWB) design. If 
successful. McDonnell and the 
US space agency Nasa plan to 
spend 5100m (£61m) building 
two quarter-size versions of the 
revolutionary aircraft. 

The blended wing aircraft 
could cany twice as many pas- 
sengers as the Boeing 747 





icanl drawbacks. The problems 
associated with it are huge. 
How would you pressurise a ves- 
sel of that size, how would pas- 
sengers board it and hew would 
they be evacuated? There is also 
the difficulty of controlling the 
aircraft because of its shape. It 
would require very sophisticat- 
ed fly-by-wire technology be- 
cause the design is 
aerodynamicalty unstable." 

Airbus also doubted that the 


flying wing design - which has 
a span of nearly 90 metres - 


Daunting: The flying wing poses technological problems 


jumbo jci but is said to use 30 
per cent less fuel than the pro- 
posed next generation of 55fl- 
1, 000-scat super jumbos. 


An Airbus spokesman said: 
“Ii is true that on papier the 
blended wing design has ad- 
vantages but il also has signif- 


a span of nearly 90 metres - 
would fit into any of the worlds 
airport 5 without major modifi- 
cations (a their layout. 

The consortium is instead 
pressing ahead with ihc devel- 
opmenl of its own convention- 
ally-designed super jumbo, the 
A3XX, which would seat 555- 
650 passengers and cost at least 
SSbn to develop. 


Until this week Boeing was 
also developing its own super 
jumbo, the 550 seat 747-600X, 
but it shelved the project claim- 
ing the market was too small. 

Boeing yesterday denied that 
il had abandoned the project to 
concentrate instead on the Mc- 
Donnell Douglas design. A 
spokesman repeated that the 
decision bad been taken be- 
cause there was insufficient 
market demand to justify the 
$7bn development costs. 

Although Airbus has rejected 
the design, one of its partners. 
Aerospatiale of France, has 
spent four years developing a 
single wing aircraft capable of 
seating up to 1.00U passengers 
Dn two decks. To make up for 
the lack of windows, cameras on 
the wing would send back pic- 
tures of Ihc outside to be dis- 
played on giant screens. 


Aston Villa set 
for flotation on 
stock market 


Patrick Tooher 
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Aston Villa is poised to become 
the latest football club to float 
I on the stock exchange in a 
move that could net Doug Ellis, 
its chairman, £30m. 

Mr Ellis, nicknamed “Dead- 
ly Doug” because of his pen- 
charn for sacking managers, is 
understood to be in la t e-stage 
negotiations with the Albert E 
Sharp, the Premier League 
dub’s brokers, and Midland 
Bank, the club's financial 
advisers, about the flotation. 

“It is quite close but there are 
a couple of sticking points,” said 
a source familiar with the mIU 

These are thought to include 
the composition of the Villa 
board at flotation and the size 
of fees Mr Ellis is prepared to 
the club’s various advisers. It 
also remains unclear if Mr.Eilis 
will be taking any money out of 
the dub if Villa goes public. The 
source confirmed reports that 
Mr Ellis' s stake would be worth 
£30m at flotation. 

Mr Ellis paid £425,000 to 
buy control of the dub in 1982. 
His holding has since been di- 
luted down 10 47 per cent, valu- 


ing the club at around £64m if £L15m. 


ers of the Central commercial 
television licence that covers the 
Birmingham region, was men- 
tioned as one candidate. 

News that another Premier 
League dub was poised to join (0 
the stock market came as lowly 
Bournemouth called in the 
receivers. Hie privately, owned 
Second Division dub has' debts 
of £4 -5m and was in danger fac- 
ing, a number of winding-up 
petitions, including one from the 
Inland revenue for non-payment 
of long-standing staff and play- 
er and PAYE contributions. 

“The financial outlook at 
this stage is not encouraging,'’ 
said Alan Lewis, one. .of two 
partners at accountants Arthur 
Anderson who are acting as 
administrative receivers..- 

“However, our intention is 
saving football at Bournemouth. 

We have been tentatively con- 
tacted by possibfo^white knight 1 
investors who might participate 
in the dub's future if we can find 
a solution to its. immediate 
financial problems. 

In the year to June 1995 
Bournemouth made "an op- 
erating loss before transfer fees 
of £483,000. on turnover of 
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the flotation plans go ahead. 
Shares in the Premiership dub 
are currently traded on a 
matched-bargain basis on the 
Ofcx markeL 

Mr Ellis has also ruled out tbe 
possibility of finding a trade buy- 
er for the club. Carlton, hold- 


Boume mouth is the second 
football dub to run into.finan- 
ad difficulties this week. Shares 
in MillwaU of the'- Second <X- 
Division were suspended on' 
Tuesday after the dub called in 
the administrators. ... - 
Investment column, page 23 
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JEREMY WARNER] 


‘In these 
circumstances it 
would be unfair and 
inappropriate to start 
calling, as some will, 
for Mr Sainsbury’s 
head. This is still a 
successful, well 
managed and highly 
efficient company' 


Supermarket heavyweight is down but not out 


H as Sainshuiy's finally lust the plot, or 
will it, a few years from now, come 
thundering hack to outstrip Tesco 
again? The stock market, fur one, has already 
made up its mind - Sainsbury’s shares are 
now at their five-year low. Analysis, too, fear 
that Tesco is building up an unassailable lead. 
On the evidence, it is hard to disagree. 

Over the past three years Tesco has over- 
taken Sainsbury's on most of the accepted 
yardsticks of success: in terms of profits, 
number of stores, sales growth, number of 
customers and market capitalisation, it is 
now significantly higger than Sainshuiy's. 
And it is fast catching up even on group sales 
(where Sainshuiy's position is boosted by its 
US and DJY interests), sales per square fool 
and return on sales. 

Furthermore. Sainshuiy's has been left 
trailing Tesco on most of the industry’s 
recent marketing and product innovations. 
Loyalty cards, financial services, home deliv- 
eries, smaller in-town convenience stores - 
on all these things Tesco was there first. 
Worse, Sainsbury's was forced into an 
embarrassing about-turn on the loyalty card, 
having first derided ihe concept as just an 
electronic form of green shield stamps. On 
discounting too, Sainsbury's has had to cm 
its words, recognising in practice if not quite 
yet in public that food cannot be sold on 
quality alone; price also matters. 

The profits warning, and latest sales fig- 


ures, confirm beyond ail doubt that Salis- 
bury's is on the run, struggling to make head- 
way and in serious danger of losing it alto- 
gether. Meanwhile Tesco continues to forge 
ahead. Sainshuiy's sales increase in the final 
three months of Iasi year is scarcely enough 
to match inflation, let alone pay for the com- 
pany's newly launched loyalty card. Profits, 
Lou, arc in full retreat and that is not just 
because of unanticipated costs of restruc- 
turing the Texas Homecarc acquisitions. It 
is apparent from the figures that what little 
volume growth there is ia the core food 
retailing business is having to be bought. 

What's gone wrong, and can it be cor- 
rected? in some respects Sainshuiy's is a vic- 
tim of its own success. Throughout the 1 970s 
and most of the 1980s it built a powerful 
lead, pushing the frontiers of own-label 
development, carefully cultivating an up- 
market image for quality and choice. It 
worked spectacularly. The formula was only 
one pan of the reason, however. The other 
was that in those days Sainsbury’s largely had 
the market lo itself. 

Tesco 's more recent success is built on 
some very basic and simple Japanese busi- 
ness principles: iF you see a successful for- 
mula. copy it and do it better, lb be fair on 
Lord MacLaurin, chairman of Tesco. there's 
obviously a little more to it than that. He's 
not just caught up with Sainsbury's. lie's leap- 
frogged iL He's taken the quality and choice 


formula invented by Sainsbury’s, and by 
developing a reputation (not wholly justi- 
fied) for being cheaper loo, made it class- 
less and universal. It's an old trick, but not 
an easy one: creep up behind the compla- 
cent market leader, seize the initiative and 
broaden the appeal. The Toyota Corolla, as 
it were, has overtaken the Ford Escort. 

David Sainshuiy’s present discomfort, 
then, is not wholly, or even mainly, of his own 
making. The simple truth is that he is hav- 
ing to operate in a far more competitive mar- 
ket than his predecessor and cousin, Lord 
Sainsbuiy. It's not just Tesco that has got its 
act together. Safeway, too, and even the once 
bombed-out Asda, are speeding up the 
wings. Mr Sainsbuiy is also having to deal 
with the fact that stock market expectations 
of the company were inflated to a wholly 
unrealistic level at the lime he took over. A 
bit like Tony Greener at Guinness, he’s had 
to grapple with some very exaggerated 
views of what the company is and what it is 
capable of. Coming to terms with reality has 
been a painful experience for all concerned. 

In these circumstances it would be unfair 
and inappropriate lo start calling, as some 
will, for Mr Sainsbury's head. Sainsbury’s is 
still a successful, well managed and highly 
efficient company, it is not, like Forte, | 
another crumbling, badly run family dynasty. , 

Mr Sainsbuiy does need to watch it, 
though. To be trounced by competitors as ! 


Sainshuiy’s has been is strong evidence of 
complacency and drift. As worrying, for the 
City at least, is the fact that before Christ- 
mas the company briefed big shareholders 
to the effect that everything was going 
swimmingly, the new management team was 
settling in, things were positive and the com- 
pany had turned the corner. If this is turn- 
ing the comer it's a new one on me. 

All the same. Mr Sainsbury’s new team 
needs more time to demonstrate what it can 
do. The company’s announcement of a fully 
fledged supermarket bank demonstrates 
that there's life in the old dinosauryet. For 
those willing to take a five-year view, this 
may be the time to add a few more Sains- 
buiy's to the portfolio. 

A ndrew Dflnot of the Institute for Fis- 
cal Studies paints a bleak picture of 
the public finances in the new “Analy- 
sis” series he is presenting for BBC radio 
on the National Health Service. His central 
thesis is that it is going to be hard to the point 
of near impossibility for the next government 
to meet the long-term spending targets set ] 
out in the latest Budget Red Book. We all 1 
instinctively knew this was likely to be the ! 
case; what Mr DOnot does is demonstrate 
it beyond a shadow of a doubt. 

Gordon Brown, the shadow chancellor, 
must be rather wishing he had had the ben- 
efit of Mr Dilnot’s analysis before commit- 


ting the Labour Parry to the present Gov- 
ernment’s spending totals. These plans 
I envisage hardly any real growth in spending 
on health to the turn of the century. This 
despite the tact that both parries are com- 
mitted to a publicly funded health service, 
and, in their public statements at least, real 
increased spending on iL 

Ever since it was set up, spending on the 
National Health Service has grown at the rate 
of roughly 3 per cent per year in real terms. 
That rate of growth continued unabated 
throughout the Thatcher years and the more 
recent health service reforms. Even in prac- 
tical terms, halting the trend is going to be 
virtually impossible, for the health service can- 
not be capped like local authorities. In polit- 
ical terms it would very likely prove suicidal. 
People like their health service, they expect 
more money to be spent on iL and they are 
noL except at the affluent tip of society, going 
to give it up. For the health service at least, 
the Red Book forecasts are pure fantasy. 

So what are the polity options? If the com- 
mitment on spending by both parties is taken 
at face value, there will have to be swinge- 
ing cuts elsewhere to meet the inevitable 
budget overrun in health. Alternatively the 
next government could borrow more, but 
both parries are as much committed to pru- 
dence on this front as on spending. Or it 
could raise taxes, which, unfortunately, is all 
too likely to be die course adopted. 
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Clarke and 
Brown in 
talks over 
SIB post 






Changing faces: (from left) Sir Andrew Large, the departing SIB chairman, and three of the names mentioned as his 


Nic Ckartti 

Kenneth Darke, Oiancellorof 
the Exchequer, is preparing to 
seek a replacement for Sir An- 
drew Large, the departing 
chairman of the Securities and 
Investments Board by involving 
Gordon Brown, his opposite 
number on the Labour bench- 
es, in the search for a successor. 

Treasury officials and staff 
from the Shadow Chancellor’s 
office have already held dis- 
cussions in the search for a suc- 
cessor since Sir Andrew made 
it clear that be no longer want- 
ed to stay on at SIB. 

Sir Andrew’s stated wish to 


step down at the end of his five- 
year term, notified to the Trea- 
sury two weeks ago, was 
immediately relayed to Labour. 

However, it is understood 
that an initial Treasury bid to 
bring the search to a speedy con- 
clusion was slowed down by Lhe 
Labour team, who are pre- 
pared to delay an appointment 
until after the general elecu'on 
if necessary. 

A spokesman for Mr Brown 
said: “We were disappointed 
that Sir Andrew did not wantto 
carry on. He had a good un- 
derstanding of where we want- 
ed to go in the regulatory field. 

“There have been discus- 


sions with civil servants. It has 
been 100 per cent clear from the 
outset that they have no inten- 
tion of appointing someone 
who did not meet with Gordon 
Brown’s approval.’' 

The cross-party consensus 
has the full support of Mr 
Darke and also Eddie George, 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, who will jointly appoint a 
successor lo Sir Andrew. 

The spokesman added: “But 
this is a very important ap- 
pointment for us. We may not 
be able to find someone quick- 
ly, or in advance of the election." 

If a replacement is not found 
in time. Sir Andrew may be 


asked to slay on beyond his de- 
parture date of 31 May, or the 
post will be left vacant. 

A Treasury spokeswoman 
said the search for a successor 
was unlikely to be over quick- 
ly. Potential candidates would 
be considered carefully. 

“We are searching for some- 
one who has Sir Andrew’s com- 
bination of interpersonal skills, 
industry experience and dy- 
namism. That will lake some 
lime." 

It is understood that no short- 
list has yet been drawn up for 
consideration by Treasury Min- 
isters or the Shadow Chancel- 
lor. One option being 


Don’t score an own-goal if 
you invest in football dubs 


It has been quite a week for 
football. Mill wall called in the 
administrators, Bournemouth 
went into receivership, 
Rangers received a £40m cash 
injection from billionaire tax 
exile Joe Lewis while Pizza- 
Express entrepreneur Peter 
Boizot bought Peterborough. 
Football, as never before, is 
stealing the headlines on the 
business pages. 

Even more wonyingly, ac- 
cording to Share Link five of 
last week's top 10 most heav- 
ily bought shares were football 
clubs, including MOiwalL Even 
Alan Hansen, one of the most 
respected commentators on 
activities on the pitch, has put 
his name to a football invest- 
ment fund run by Singer & 
Fried! ander. If ever there were 
a sign that a bull market was 
ready to boil over surely it is 
this. 

As with all investment sto- 
ries at the height of market 
booms, there is more than a 
grain of truth in the apparent 
attractions of football and over 
the past year shares in the 
growing number of quoted 
football clubs have outper- 
formed the rest of the market 
by a stunning margin. The 
trouble is, football’s d azz l in g 
run solar does not mean it will 
continue to be such a great 
investment 

The bull case for football 
rests on a number of pretty 
compe lling arguments. The 
game has been transformed 
since the Taylor report of 1990 
was published, with far-reach- 
ing implications fra: safety stan- 
dards, communication between 
clubs and fans and the behav- 
iour of players and tbe media. 

Arguably the report marked 
a watershed in the game, cre- 
ating a family and television- 
friendly leisure activity with 
huge commercial potential out 
of the mins of a hooliganised, 
male-dominated anachronism 
of a sport As the chart shows, 
the decline in football vio- 
lence and rising crowds have 
moved hand in hand. 

The stock market has been 
slow to catch oo to the full im- 
plications of those changes, but ; 
a number of recent develop- 
menls have switched it on to the 
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lucrative potential of football. 
Most important of these has 
been the rising role of television 
and especially pay-per-view 
deals. 

Other developments have 
also had a large impact, how- 
ever, including a growing ap- 
preciation of the role of 
merchandising, sponsorship and 
asset utilisation. In no other 
business would a company’s 
major asset be used for only 90 
minutes a week. 

That has changed and tbe 
market has rushed for a share 
of tbe action lo the extent that 
a leading dub like Manches- 
ter United is now valued at the 
best part of £5 00m. But any- 
one tempted by the sparkling 
share price performances of 
companies like Celtic, Chelsea 
Village and Caspian (Leeds) 
over the past 12 months should 
tread carefully. 

Manchester United has a 
prosperous future because it 
has an instantly recognisable 
brand, more or less guaranteed 
income from television and the 
virtuous aide of success on the 
field leading to growing rev- 
enues: Most dubs do not have 
that potential. 

The spiralling wage bills 
that will inevitably accompany 
such high potential profits wiil 
price all but a handful of dubs 


out of the financial premier- 
ship. Already, as the chart 
shows, they use up a large 
chunk of the lesser elute’ 
income. 

The fact remains that most 
dubs are not profitable and 
those that are not propped up 
by a wealthy benefactor are de- 
pendent on the goodwill of 
their bankers to keep them 
afloat. More than anywhere 
the riches of football wfll fall 
on the biggest pile and the rat- 
ings currently enjoyed by sec- 
ond-line clubs will prove 
unsustainable. 


Some cheer 
from Park 


Peter Johnson, Park Food’s ex- 
ecutive chairman and 70 per 
cent shareholder, has had a 
bad year. Last March his 
group w as forced to make a 
profits warning after its pro- 
motional marketing opera- 
tion, now called HSL, took its 
eye off the balL 
That was followed up by tbe 


tors were ousted in October, 
but Mr Johnson's troubles did 
not end there: Everton, which 
he also chairs and controls, has 
just racked up five defeats in 
a row. 

Yesterday, however, he had 
something to cheer about, 
when Park, reported a pre-tax 
deficit cut from £5.71 m to 
£5.23m in the traditionally 
loss-making first half to Sep- 
tember. The shares, down 
from a 1994 peak of 140p, end- 
ed 5 ^p ahead at 55p. 

The better sentiment bad 
less to do with the figures and 
more with tbe prospects. Park's 
main business of Diristmas 
hampers, paid for through 
weekly savings schemes, is 
about as seasonal as you can 
geL but the latest season was 
a good one. Sales of hampers 
and Park’s high street gift 
vouchers operation recovered 
to over £100m from £94m the 
previous year, when the busi- 
ness was hit by the National 
Lottery. Cash deposits by cus- 
tomers peaked at a record 
£80m in November and the 
omens are for more of the 
same. Based on orders taken 
since November, turnover is on 
course for another 6 to 7 per 
cent rise this Christmas. 

Park's expertise is in wring- 
ing more from its existing 1 mil- 


failure of t alks between HSLs lion-strong customer base than 
founder, Stuart Marks, and Mr any growth in the market. The 


Johnson for a takeover of the 
whole group. Mr Marks and 
two of his fellow HSL direc- 
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average weekly spend has gone 
up from £4 to about £5, but the 
spice should come from new- 
er businesses. HSL, for which 
Park paid £93m in 1993, has 
not proved a good buy, al- 
though it appears to be on tbe 
mend. Analysts expect full- 
year profits of £lm, up from 
£330,000 last time, but half the 
level of two years ago. 

More risky is the venture 
into reconstituted flavoured 
chips, DJ Spuddles Gourmet 
Fries, to be launched next 
week when a new plant opens. 
Mr Johnson is confident that 
£4m investment will contribute 
next year, but it is anyone’s 
guess how much. 

Granville Davies is looking 
for Park to produce same- 
again profits of £9.5m this 
year, for a forward multiple of 
14. High enough. 


considered is to recruit an out- 
side figure with sufficient senior 
executive experience and cred- 
ibility for the job. 

Among those most strongly 
tipped by sources yesterday 
were Christopher Sharpies, 
former chairman at the Secu- 
rities and Futures Authority. He 
is chairman of Datastream, and 
sits on the board of the GNL the 
derivatives trading arm of the 
Gerrard Group, the stockbro- 
ker and fund management com- 
pany. 

He said: “Sir Andrew will be 
a tremendously hard act to fol- 
low. It is a tremendous chal- 
lenge and I have have always 


been open to new challenges 
But I do have my hands veiy full 
at present." 

Other candidates include 
Phillip Thorpe, chief executive 
at Imro, the fund management 
watchdog, who is credited with 
retrieving the regulator’s cred- 
ibility in the wake of the 
Maxwell pensions scandaL 

An outside tip is Colette 
Bowe, chief executive ax tbe Per- 
sonal Investment Authority, 
who has previously held a senior 
position at SIB for several years. 
Other potential outside candi- 
dates include Nick Duriacber, 
the current SEA chairman who 
replaced Mr Sharpies. 


BAT sells US life 
insurance firms 


Magnus Grimond 

BAT Industries, the tobacco to 
financial services combine, yes- 
terday announced the S330m 
(£203m) sale of two of its US 
Life insurance businesses in 
what was said to be a “house- 
keeping" exercise. Ohio State 
Life Insurance and Investors 
Guaranty Life Insurance are be- 
ing sold by Farmers, BAT’S 
main US insurance offshoot, to 
Americo Life, a rival US group. 

A BAT spokeswoman said the 
deal would have no material im- 
pact on Farmers' trading prof- 
its and would allow the group's 
sales force to concentrate on the 


third of its life companies, New 
World Life Insurance, which is 
a much bigger operation. “It’s 
housekeeping really. It’s some- 
thing we have been saying we 
have been going to dispose of for 
some time," she said. 

Ohio State and Investors 
Guaranty sell a variety of life in- 
surance throughout the country 
and abroad, using independent 
managing general agents and 
independent marketing organ- 
isations- The deal means Ameri- 
cowiH have roughly 1 million live 
policies and more than S33bn 
assets under manage menu 

BAT'S shares dipped 6p to 
495-5p yesterday. 


In Brief 

PepsiCo spin-off could be worth $12m 

New York - The spin-off by PepsiCo of its fast-food units could 
be worth as much as $12bn (£7.4bn) and will create a company 
with more restaurants worldwide than the American burger 
behemoth McDonalds. Confirmation of the spin-off came late 
on Thursday from Pepsi, which explained that it wanted to focus 
more intently on its drinks uniL Pepsi has come under furious 
pressure from its bigger rival Coca Cola. 

“I believe that the new restaurant company will be a powerful 
organisation with great potential, the ‘new’ PepsiCo will be better 
than ever, and both companies wfll be far more capable of improving 
their operations to create solid sustainable growth," said PepsiCo 
chairman Roger Enrico. The new restaurant company, which has 
the Pizza Hut, Kentucky Fried Chicken and Taco Bell brands, will 
boast some 29,000 outlets world-wide. David Usborae 

Police to get pension reinstatement 

The Government published a Bill designed to allow police offi- 
cers and firefighters who were mis-sold personal pensions to be 
reinstated into occupational pension schemes thqr were wrong- 
ly advised to leave. 'Hie Bill follows a report in 1994 showing that 
up to 1.5 million people were wrongly advised to buy a pension, 
including up to 1,000 firefighters and police officers. 

Negative equity dwindles 

The number of households affected by negative equity will fall to 
90.000 by the end of 1997, down from a peak of more than 1.2 
million in 1993, according to UBS. the Swiss banking group. Rob 
Thomas, housing analyst at UBS, said the fall would happen if 
properly prices rose by 10 percent this year, as be has predicted. 

JP Morgan scraps metal trading 

JP Morgan said it will stop trading base metals, the latest in a 
string of banks and securities firms cutting their commodities cov- 
erage, amid shrinking profits in that business. The US bank said 
It trill stop malting markets for investors on the London Metals 
Exchange and the Comex division of the New York Mercantile 
Exchange. It will still offer metals hedging and financial product 
services to clients that are base metal companies “when it can 
add value,” a spokeswoman said. 

United News agrees Survival deal 

United News & Media subsidiary United Broadcasting & Enter- 
tainment said it agreed a deal with Discovery Communications 
to supply the back catalogue of its flagship natural history pro- 
ducer Survival- The company said it expects the deal to yield United 
up to £55m extra sales over seven years from 1997. 

McAlpine in £1.85m settlement 

Alfred McAlpine and CALA said a settlement had been reached 
in a breadi of design copyright action. The agreement involves 
McAlpine paying CALA flJSSin in settlement, which will be taken 
as a one-off operating exceptional item in the 1996 accounts. 

Minister moves on late payment 

In a bid to further help small firms tackle the problems caused 
by late payment, draft regulations which will require aU pics and 
their large private subsidiaries to disclose details of their payment 
practices were today laid before Parliament by small business min- 
ister Richard Page. 


London ‘should be rescue capital’ 


John Wfflcocfc 

Senior insolvency specialists at 
top UK accountancy firms are 
planning to turn London into the 
global capital for international 
corporate rescues, by revamping 
the “London Approach" pio- 
neered by the Bank of England 
in the 1980s. 

The Bank introduced the 
London Approach, an informal 
set of guidelines on how to pre- 
vent multi-banker companies 
from going bust, in reaction to 
the spiralling numbers of banks 
involved in restructuring talks. 
Where companies had previ- 
ously used a handful of lead 
banks, by the 1980s companies 
Kkfi Polly Peck and the Maxwell 


empire were borrowing from 
hundreds of banks from all 
over the world. 

This made co-ordinating re- 
financing talks increasingly dif- 
ficult Under the London 
Approach a single lead bank 
would be appointed, usually a 
UK clearing bank, to liaise with 
all the overseas banks and work 
with insolvency specialists to- 
wards a resoie. The Bank of 
England would would use its 
dout to bring recalcitrant banks 
into line. 

Colin Bird, head of corporate 
recovery at Price Waterhouse, 
now wants a new London Ap- 
proach which wfll incorporate 
the interests of two other groups 
that can potentially destabilise 


international rescue attempts - 
bond-holders and debt-traders. 

Both groups often have com- 
pletely different agendas from 
the banks. Some debt-traders in 
the US are called “vulture 
funds" because they buy up debt 
in troubled companies on the 
cheap and then attempt to 
make a turn by influencing the 
rescue talks to their own ends. 

Mr Bird said: “Two opportu- 
nities exist. First, to create an 
approach that works for all 
stakeholder groups and which 
makes reconstruction possible. 
Secondly, to make London the 
place to undertake interna- 
tional rescues and restructures." 

Orris Barlow, a senior insol- 
vency partner with Coopers & 


Lybrand, and the man winding 
up Polly Peck, agrees that the 
emergence of aggressive Amer- 
ican debt-trad ere means a new 
approach is needed which will in- 
volve them in the rescue process. 

Mr Barlow said: “The Lon- 
don Approach has worked very 
well so far. There have been 
over 40 successful work-outs of 
companies with debts of over 
£100m in the last six years. 
Companies like Stakis Hotels, 
Tiphook, Gateway and Queens 
Moat Houses were aD dealt with 
using the approach." 

Mr Bird intends to press his 
proposals for a new approach 
at a conference for international 
insolvency specialists in New 
Orleans this March. 
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BSkyB hit as Granada dumping claim proves 

. ja. n.ihc international u 


a 


myth 


It was one of the best, certainly 
the most successful rumour for 
many a moon. As the stock 
market shivered in the wake of 
New York’s fell, a story gath- 
ered strength that Granada 
was in the process of dumping 
its 10.8 per cent stake in 
BSkyB, the satellite television 
station. 


13.5p off at 566p. Granada, af- 
ter gaining 12.5p, ended 7 Jp 
higher at 867.5p. 

It is widely believed Grana- 
da will eventually sell its stake 
and it would be surprising if it 
has not received bids from 
le ading investment houses. 

Theleisure group has made 
slow progress realising the as- 
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spun 22p higher to ^fol- 
lowing its US expansion and 
GKNput on lOp to 998 jp on 
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software package for searching 
the Internet. The shares.were 



By mid-morning, with Oty sets captured with its £3.9bn 
screens trumpeting the sale. Forte acquisition and has 
BSkyB had fallen and Granada 
advanced. The deals were said 
to be at 525p a share which 
seemed a reasonable enough 
discount to the then ruling 
BSkyB price. 

But the rumours were wide 
of the mark - someoae, some- 


and continued to wallow in the 
doldrums while London was 
open yesterday. 

EiuhvtAioe amoved a 


cant contribution to the gloom. 
The Footsie constituent tum- 
bled Sip to 341p. Itspoprtrad- 



shown 
on to 

appeared — 

dates for its hit list 
The rest of the market had 
a hangover session after 
Thursday's ebullient party. 
Footsie fell 52.7 points to 
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of the marK- someone, ftorac- ruumc »tu -- 

where got their wires crossed. 4,218.8, cutting the week's gam 
Whether they also made a to a margLoaLlLl points. The 
turn out of the rumours only 
a Stock Exchange investigation 
has any chance, and its prob- 
ably a remote one, of discov- 
ering. 

At one stage BSkyB shares 
were down 18p; they closed 


,, ^FTSE 250 index fell 

lSj reducing its week's progress 
to 14.6. 

New York did the damage. 


uwmw -yourself charges. 
ddiarT The" shares jumped The SaindJiuy Kttackunset- 

sss 

SmithKline Beecham and 
Zeneca lost their way in the 
general malaise. A rumour in 
the futures market that long- 
tipped bidder Roche had 
turned its sigh ts on a US corn- 
added to the unease. 


the retail sector’s problem, 
falling 3^p to 142p. It is due 
to trot out its festive trading 
statement on Monday and 
MeesPierson forecasts miser- 
able growth of 1 or 2 per cent. 
Last year HoF announced 

IO New York did the damage. S' 

gi-**™*-" 

plunged sharply in late trading J Sainsbiuy made a sigmfi- programme. 
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_ tional investors. 
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oroduced. as feared,excep" <^, Tr jties suggest it St Valentine's 

Day. Electronic Retail ^ 1 Sj* 
tei,iaisinge5m through the 

sale of discount notes and 
warrants, held at 325p. 

After the market dosed TT. 
the mini-conglomerate, said it 
had sold its 8.46 per centre 

Roxboro, the electronic equip- 
ment group- The deals ap- 
peared to have taken place at 
183 d lowering the m arke t 
pri«froml91ptpl83p.TTs 
average buying price was I39p. 


NatWest Secuntirasuggest it 

should bw in its 1997 wairents 
which offer the nght to take- 
up shares at 258p. Suchan ex- 
ercise would cost £28m but 
send a clear message to the 
market that “management is 
determined to pursue the cre- 
ation of shareholder value . 

Bic mover of the day, a re- 
markable 34 per cent gain to 

231p, was English National In- 
vestment Co. the Joseph Lewis 
vehicle which has popped up 
as a 25.1 per cent shareholder 
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43 p?r cent shareholding m 
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SFL known for Us Litten 

ended Il^phigh^ 3 * 
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thought to have been prctod 
up ^institutional rev« lors 
withRegenl Inns, sitting on a 
threatening 6.1 Pf* C *“^ IW 
increasing 

weekSFI rolled out a 72 per 

cent interim profit ad Tr 
and Martin Hawkins at Gretg 

Middleton expecte^^ 

profits to come out at *2-3m 
with £3Sm next year. 

□ Surrey an unrelated 

betting group with gou 
ambitions, placed 2] mdh°n 
shares through stockbroker 
Ellis & Partners, raising 

£209,000. The price 
held at lp- 
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Golf 


Els awaits his opportunity to unseat Montgomerie 


ANDY FARRELL 

reports from the Gold Coast, 

Queensland 


Ernie Els is used to having the 
upper hand on Colin Montgom- 
erie, and clearly the South 
African is waiting for revenge 
after losing a play-off to the Scot 
in last month's Million Dollar 
Challenge in Sun City. 

Ss is thinking of rejoining the 
European tour and could be the 
man to bring Monty’s sequence 


of four money list titles to an 
end. It would be a considerable 
feat since Montgomerie, who 
lost to Els at the 1994 US Open 
and World Match Play, will be 
playing twice as many events 

Yet victoiy in the Johnnie 
Walker Classic would be a nice 
start. After two rounds at Hope 
Island. Els is comfortably 
placed at six under, level with 
the Australian Riter Lonard and 
two behind the leader. Michael 
Long from New Zealand. 

A change in the tour regula- 
tions means a player can include 


the 


— three American major 
championships in the minim um 
of 11 tournaments he needs to 
play to appear on the Volvo 
Ranking, although the money 
won will not count. Els is ap- 
pearing next week in Perth and 
then at the South African Open, 
both European tour co-sanc- 
doned events, and then plans to 
play in the Volvo PGA. the Irish 
Open and at Lodi Lomond pri- 
or to the Open. 

That leaves him one short of 
the Llhe needs, but Els has of- 
ten appeared at the German 


Masters, which this y <?ar 15 
scheduled the week before the 
unofficial Toyota World Match 
Play, where he is the three-tunes 
defending champion. “1 ani 
aware of the charge of regula- 
tion and am thinking about re- 
joining the European tour, 
Els, who moved full-time to the 
US lour in 1995, said. 

u The change was made at a 
recent Tournament Commit- 
tee meeting because more Eu- 
ropean tour players are playing 
in the three American majors." 
John Paramor. the tour’s chief 


referee, said. “If it also means 
Ernie wants to rejoin the tour, 
then we would be delighted." 

Ironically, the switch will not 
alter Nick Faldo’s plans. He will 
still only make occasional ap- 
pearances, as this week, outside 
America. “I am happy with my 
schedule and I don’t want to be 
dashing backwards and for* 
wards," he said. 

Els dealt effectively with the 
strengthening wind at Hope 
Island which, with its exposed, 
elevated and ever-hardening 
greens, is exhibiting links- like 


characteristics. The South 
Airican recorded his third ea- 
gle in two days with a 45 -foot 
putt at the 17th in his 68. Long 
also eagled the hole by hitting 
a seven iron to five feet and then 
roiled in a I5-footerat the last 
With Faldo six, Ian Woosnpm 
eight and Montgomerie nine 
back, Royal Lytham’s Paul 
Eales is the leading Briton at 
five under. Eales may have 
been outdriven by Els in the last 
group of Saturday s play in this 
tournament last year, but Eales 
shot the lower score. “Enue 


learnt a lot from playing with me 

JS^and howlman^edto 

earn a living from the game, 
^Fre^Couples dropped out of 
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SUPERBOWL XXXI: The ‘Minister of Defense’ serves the Packers for God and his people. Matt Ten ch reports 

Wh ite f i red 


by divine 


inspiration 



It has been one of 
the sharper iron- 
ies of Super 
Bowl week here 
in New Orleans 
that the man with 
the direct line to God should 
reach the pinnacle of his pro- 
fessional career in a city still 
trading on its sinful pasL This 
city, where the Green Bay 
Packers take on the New Eng- 
land Patriots tomorrow, may no 
longer live up to the legend of 
its lascivious heyday, but it is 
still the nearest America gets 
to bohemia, which makes it a 
safe bet that Reggie White has 
not been sampling the benefits 
of Bourbon Street in the past 
few days. 

He is more hkehr to have been 
taking prayer meetings in his ho- 
tel room, a task for which he is 
especially well qualified. For as 
well as being a key performer on 
the Packers defense. White is an 
ordained minister, and if he 
shares leadership on the field 
with a number of the Packers' 
outstanding players, there is 
no doubt to whom the team 
turns for spiritual leadership. 

At 6ft 5in and 21 stones. 
White has been a commanding 
presence this week, and not just 
in the physical sense. He is a 
man at ease with his faith, yet 
aware that bis constant es- 
pousal of it causes a certain un- 
ease among certain members of 
the media. “A lot of you guys 
have asked a question con- 
cerning football and religion.'* 
he told the assembled throng 
on Media Day. “The thing is, 
there’s people's lives at stake. 
I don’t sec the problem most 
of you guys have with us, when 
we get in the end zone and pray, 
or get together and pray or we 
talk about Jesus publicly. It’s 
saving people's lives. 

“People write me letters 
whose lives have changed, who 
have read my books, who are 
better fathers, who are better 
husbands, who are better men 


and women for it. That’s what 
it’s all about." 

White wears his spirituality 
on his sleeve, even if the degree 
to which he believes his life is 
guided by God invites ridicule 
from non-believers. When four 
years ago he left the Philadel- 
phia Eagles; the team at which 
he established his reputation as 
the greatest defensive lineman 
of his generation, he said there 
were two criteria to his choice 
of new employers: a team in 
contention and in a place 
where he could continue his 
work with the inner-city under- 
privileged 

After a month of solicitations 
by some of the NFL’s biggest 
teams. White appeared to be 
edging towards the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers before a late offer 
from the Packers won the day. 
As Green Bay were then re- 
garded as one of the league's 
basket cases, and the town was 
notably short of inner-city poor, 
the deal, which was the high- 
est on offer, attracted some 
scepticism, particularly from 
Norman Braman. Philadel- 
phia’s owner. 

He said White's decision 
“wasn't going to be made by a 
ghetto or by God. It was going 
to be made for the reasons most 
human beings make decisions 
today: money." 

Braman. whose tight-fisted 
approach had been instru- 
mental in the disintegration in 
a potentially great Philadelphia 
team, may have been an expert 
in such decisions himself, but 
While insisted his choice was 
determined by God. He later 
explained that he thought the 
Lord had told him to go to San 
Francisco but that during a 
soul-searching night of prayer 
God had been more specific 
asking White where Green 
Bay s head coach and offensive 
and defensive coordinators 
came from. When White 
realised their careers had been 
shaped by the 49ers. God 



Reggie White celebrates victory in the NFC Championship game at Lambeau Field, Wisconsin 


Photograph: Jonathan Daniel/Allsport 


replied, “that's the San Fran- 
cisco I'm talking about". 

If White's experience took (he 
concept of divine knowledge into 
a new dimension, he has been 
in no mood to make light of his 
choice this week, regarding his 
presence in the Super Bowl as 
proof of a guiding hand, and an 
opportunity to thank the 
Almighty for his career. “A lot 
of you guys were sarcastic about 
my decision when I said God 
spoke to me." he declared with 
a chuckle. “But what can you 
say'.’ Look at God now." 

If the intensely personal na- 
ture of While's faith still attracts 
scorn, he remains one of the 
most revered figures in his 
sporU mainly because he so 
clearly practises what he 
preaches. White was raised in 
the Deep South, an area srill 


stricken by its racist past, and 
in the past few years has re- 
turned to help set up a church 
in Knoxville. Tennessee, one of 
the poorest black communities. 

While would preach there 
himself, but took his role much 
further. He helped set up pro- 
jects within the community, 
such as a refuge for unmarried 
mothers and a skill centre for 
the unemployed, with the fund- 
ing largely provided by a Sim 
(£615.000) donation he made to 
a bank established by the Inner- 
City Church. 

A year ago (he chureh White 
helped build was burned to 
the ground. There have been 
more than 70 such attacks in the 
South since 1995. the one in 
Knoxville caused by a mixture 
of kerosene, gunpowder and at 
least IS Molotov cocktails. The 


arsonists left grafiui which read 
“Die Nigger" and “die Nigger 
Lovers", and 12 months later 
the FBI have made little 
progress in their investigation 
into the attack, though a num- 
ber of churchmen have fallen 
under suspicion. 

White's anger at the govern- 
ment's inertia has been evident 
this week and it has propelled 
him further into the potential- 
ly dangerous arena or racial and 
social politics. "Don't forget 
poverty is a big money maker.” 
he said, suggesting that the fire 
may have had an economic as 
well as racial overtones be- 
cause his projects were helping 
to galvanise the area's poor. 

While's unique position as 
genuine sporting hero and re- 
spected churchman have led 
some to predict a political ca- 


reer when he finishes with foot- 
ball (at 35 he has just signed a 
new contract with the Packers 
that will continue his career for 
at least a couple of years). 

There is no doubting the re- 
spect the man known as the 
"Minister of Defense" com- 
mands. both within his pro- 
fession and from a wider 
community. “I don't know of 
anvone with as much skill and 
ability as Reggie who has as his 
primary thought and goal the 
betterment of other people.” 
said Fritz Shurmur, the Pack- 
ers’ defensive co-ordinator. 

White himself certainly left 
the way open when he spoke of 
his future plans, "[ don't know 
what my contribution will be af- 
ter football. 1 see my role as a 
leader. Not only as a football 
player, but as a person in the 


community. A lot of people 
have asked. ‘Do you perceive 
yourself as a force particularly 
in the black community?’ And 
I answer, ‘I want to be a leader, 
not only for the black commu- 
nity, but to all communities.’” 

White has clearly done that 
in Green Bay. a conservative 
while area in the Midwest state 
of Wisconsin, whose football 
team is made up almost entirety 
from its black citizens. It is al- 
most impossible to imagine 
White becoming more popular 
there than he already is, but vic- 
tory over the Patriots in to- 
morrow might just achieve that 

If the Pack do win, there is 
Little doubt that many wifl cred- 
it White's arrival as the key fac- 
tor in the triumph. There is even 
less doubt as to whom Reggie 
White will be giving the credit. 


Surbiton 
hoping to 
celebrate 
century 


Hockey 


BILL C0LW1LL 


Surbiton entertain East Grin- 
stead tomorrow for their 100th 
National League encounter in 
a game they desperately need 
to win if they are to stave off the 
threat of relegation from the 
Premier Division which cur- 
rently hangs over them. 

A spokesman for the club 
said yesterday: “Without doubt 
our 100th game is our most im- 
portant so far.” Grinstead won 
5-0 when the teams met earli- 
er in the season. 

Jon Molloy, their burly strik- 
er who has played in every 
game and scored 79 goals, said: 
“J am quietly proud of my 
record but it is more important 
for die team to win than for me 
to complete my century [of 


games]” 
Molloy 


has not been in the 
starting "line-up recently but 
with captain Martin Constable 
doubtful following a bout of flu, 
Mashood Hussain out with a 
hamstring injury and Martin 
Dye having a run out with the 
2nd XI this afternoon to test his 
hamstring, the giant striker 
looks set for the ton. The long 
serving goalkeeper Matt Miles, 
who has recently conceded his 
place to Grant McMinn, has 
joined Old Cranleighians. 

The leaders Cannock, who 
threw away a 3-1 lead last Sun- 
day to lose 4-3 to Old Lough to- 
mans, could be without their 
internationals Ian Hughes- Row- 
lands and Chris Mayer for the 
visit of Southgate. Southgate, hit 
by injuries, had their troubles last 
weekend, losing both games 
4-3 and, although Still only four 
points off the leaders, they need 
to return towinning form. John 
Shaw, with a troublesome hip, 
could be added to their injury fcsL 

Second-placed Old Loughto- 
nians will be without their 
Olympians Nick Thompson and 
Julian Halls when they entertain 
Canterbury. With just one point 
separating the second to sixth 
placed teams, there could be a 
few changes at the top by Sun- 
day evening, while at the bot- 
tom the the looks cast for 
Havant, 10 points adrift, who 
visit fourth-placed Reading. 


■ Cheer up, Luca, we love you. 
Dennis Wise’s message to 
Chelsea's unhappy Italian stnk- 
er Gianluca VialH, revealed on the 
diminutive midfielder's T-shirt af- 
ter scoring agpinst Derby. 

■ I only had a few days and my 
transfer to Middlesbrough ar- 
rived suddenly. Perhaps if I had 
seen certain things beforehand l 
would have chosen differently. 
Fabrido RavaneS makes his feel- 
ings about Middlesbrough known 
again. 

■ | looked at the tape a couple 
of bays after the fight and I re- 
alised diver McCall had his eyes 
closed when he landed that 

punch. There’s no way he can ^t 
lucky again. Lennox Lewis aim- 
ing to avenge his second-round 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


Jgjoch-out defeat to Oliver McCall 
three years ago. 

■ It's her birthday torngit but with 
the match being on I ccxidn't take 
her out for a meal as we usual- 
ly do. Hopefully shell be in a bet- 
ter mood now than when Heft hec 
Owen Coyle, the Motherwell 
forward, hoping his two goals 
against Kilmarnock would pfease 
wife Kerry. 

■ Deano came and asked for the 
contract on November 17. to be 
precise, saying Tm happy here' 
but since he signed I haven't 
stopped reading that he Is going 
to West Ham and the ink isn't 


even dry yet. Joe Kinnear putting 
down rumours that h.-s troubled 
striker Dean Holdsworth was 
leaving Wimbledon. 

■ When we woke up this morn- 
ing they weren't there. We ran 
around, but could not find them. 
MaSssa Baftnro, Ethiopia's foot- 
ball team manager, on discover- 
ing 16 members of his 23-strong 
squad, heading for an African Na- 
tions’ Cup match against Mo- 
rocco. had disappeared during a 
stop-over in Rome. 

■ Lofty is very upset by any sug- 
gestion that he helped cause a 
problem. Des McBaov the Bolton 
Wanderers chief executive, on 
hearing that Wolves supporters 
had complained about the Bum- 
den Park mascot 'Lofty me Lion". 


RACING RESULTS 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 


0891 333110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-qlance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 

0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


Around the resorts | 

Resort 

ConaiKM 

Ares 

Last 

fat 

Upp 

Forecast 



open 

snow 

cm 

cm 


ANDORRA 
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50 
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Irepn^irif. 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 

0990 100 843 

Ofcib(B7i mwmVbmi Doom ftes 45m«n JwiomCT-CatiBneJrSawmaiiWCi^nn-CJsbaBS'^PvtagccgFUr-y - ~wc i-j- -.u«. 


SoowWrd PoMJefpoe«M potact 100". 23.1 235 


Sw. 

Sno.v 



Experience the rush vrificii! the hcacscfce Arar-ge your dec? ski fv>rcriy no jus: one caf 

Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 

f.’cr; - Fn Farr> - 7s.+\ Sri Sr.m - 5 pci 
C.-i; ic Si-: arc receded to enr-vt' as-trrrr service. 


1 

DIRECT 


DONCASTER 

LOO: 2. rM A DREAMER :PLV*V»I H-l. 
2. SBy Money 6-1: 3. Race Occurence 1 . 
10 ran. --1 fa CV-i Phjem. '5trn r*. £.. 
iM»» M I tenure- Tote: a to. u ^ 12 50 . 
■2 90 C’F £39 Su CSF. £51 EL Tnr.iji 
£ 353 - 1 . Ita £1S9 90 

L35: 1. JATHIB ■ lV-tcp J-5 !j.-. 2 . 

GaMon Hello ;0O y>: > 7? 

4 ran. -. 9 'Vr- k**: v. Tote: £ 1.90 

Df: £1.70. CSF £3 S: UR. E 1110 & 

2.05: L. SALMON BREEZE <M A Filler 
iSd- 71: 2. Absotuily Equinainc 11' 1: 3. 
Sstcotine 16-1 17 ran. 10-11 ra-. Kmc Wo 
*fi. r-s « 'K Ker^erjon. Tate: £7.70. L 2 .-S 0 . 
£0 90. EAQQ Zf. E32.70 C3F fife-sj ina 
£232.10. 

Z3Si t, LE mEU - P (VrT.cryi 5-2. 2. Hur- 
ricane Lamp il-S far. 3. Green Green 
Desert 5-1 5 ran. 5.7 'BobJonesi Tote: 
£4.10: £2.20. £1.30. OF. £4.10 CSF: 
£6 20 . r*rr Pj-rre- Aim'-j 

3-10: L BELL 5TAFFB0Y ‘Ucfoei Rn-n 
ron- 2 1:2. Puritan e.erv lav; 3. In Truth 
8 1 . 4 ran. 2-S. 0 0 'Srcji. Tote: £3 60. 
Df- £2.40 CSF- £4 32 . 

340:1. GOO SPEED YOU lAMaa**' U -6 
t-w: 2. Father Sky as-JO- 3. The Boo ley 
House 12-2. 5 ran. 16 19 'C MorloO > Tote: 
£2«. £1.30. £1-11} DF £i.B0 CSF. 
£4.51. Nor Runner- Piass.- Bo> 

4.10: X. UR UJRPAK i? Hwm C-5 fj-.p 
2. Potter Agaki 4-1-3. The Snow Burn 20 - L 
16 ran. 4 . 5 r.’r, u Rne'ev’ Tote: £2.10: 
£1-30. 11 * 3 . £7 00. t>. £4.50 CSF: 
£6.14. Tr.Q; £63 .SO. rjen Runners- Godcer’s 
Lane, Es Go 

Placepot £199. 10 Quadpot: £27 40. 

Place 6 : £46.5s. Place 5: £47.89. 


UTTOXETER 

LIS: L LORO GYUENE lA Dcnn.ni 8-1; 
2. Samleo 9 2 n lav. 3 . Rectory Garden 
11-2 11 ran. ji fa amvea Bov i6trn. 
It 3 iS BirokVrAvvi. Tele: £7. 10: £2 90. 
£1.60. £ 1 9U OF. £14 rVi. CSF- £37 >1 Tn 
CA'-1- £175 19 Ino; £49 90. 

ISO: L BARTON WARD >r. OoMox a- 1 . 
2 . Spariding Spring 13-2. 3, Supreme Fty. 
er 20-1 16 ran. 154J lav Momecoi 16 U 11 . 
5. 2 :S Brcot-shawi. Tote: ££>. 8 >J: £2 30. 
£2.60. £520 Df. £29 60. CSF. 1 48 63.1 net 
£171.20 

220: L WILD WEST WIND U F TtteYi 5 L 
2. Feel The Power 3 1; 3. Hfan of ProHe 
6-S rav 6 ran. 3 - . 18. iMoa. h Knurl i. Tele: 
£4.50; £2.20. £1.40. Df- £4.50 CSF 
£16 71. 

2.50: L HAILE DERRING >C Mourie' 5 4 
>a\r. 2. RhnousM 5- 1: 3. Derring Bridge 8 1 
6 ran. 5. 2 . IN Tote: £2.2iJ: 

£1.40. £1 70 OP. £3.30 CSF- £7.00. 

3LS& L MELT MOSS 0 Osoomel -111 
Flopjoch Lad 6 1: 3. River Bounty 11 1 S 
ran. 11-4 «,-* £dii« jmi i4m» 14. it 
Eterton/. Tote: £4.20, £1.10. £2.20. £2 5 0 
DF: £31 60. CSF: £25 64. Incase £220 48. 

3-55: L DONNINGTON <J Osdqmei 3-L 
2. Wade Road 4 7 i.h: 3. Bonlour 20 1. 9 
ran. 2, 6. lO STu-racod*. Tote: £J.90; 
£1.50. £1-40. £4.10. DF £3.10. CSF: 
£4 80. Ino: £12.70. 

Jackpot: n-ar won 'pool ol £42.95L57 
nee forwrnn 10 Chenenham lorfayi. 
PfcrcepoC £101.70 Quadpot £16.50. 
Pbce 6: £ 1 19.16. Mace 5: £54.27 


FOLKESTONE 

1.10: 1. DESERT MOUNTAIN iP Hi^hes, 
3 1: 2. Melt The Cknide ’00-30: 3. Anna 
SoJoil 16-1 12 ran. 6-4 ■□. Mr iVilrt uthi. 
1... 5 N Tote: £4.40: £1.20. 

£1.20. £4.40. Cf • £14 30. i^F- £12 43. Tm. 
£254:0. 

1.45: L KEY PLAYER 'OO^ani 16-1; 
2. Mr Bean 16-1 : 3. Policemans Pride 12 

I 13 ran. 5-2 to.- River U-.ee i4:nj. 1 , ia 
(R Rnm 1 . Tote £47.40. £7.90, £2.70. 
£2.30. OF: £187 40. CSF £2-04.62. Tncast 
£2.356 93. Tno. £27900 

2-15: 1. YRIOW DRAGON B HwTie' 7-1: 
2.Choeolatalce5 1.3. Furietto 1M0 fa 
lfltan.9.8.'8PKrxi Tote £i&40: £3.40. 
£ L 70. 11.50. DF: £18 20. CSF: £39.75. T to 
£9.10. 

2A& 1. COURT MELODY iLfeJ Toad 1 g-l: 
2. Utile Martina S2 tav: 3. Spuffinrton 
12-2. 12 ran. s 4 Tote £14.40; 

£5.30. U.4Q. £2.00. DF. £37.80. CSF. 
£30.24. Tncast. £135.67. Tno; £102.10. 
120: J.ADDB1 DIMENSION Wfepunjl 

I I 1 : 2. Oaeste Pal 10- 1. 3. Marfrd 13-2 

8 ran 3 - 1 fa Zripibar. 6. 1 IP 
Tote £17.50: £310. £1.80. £2 60. DF 
£5405 CSF: £101.46. Tncasc £709.28 UP- 
Aufiust Tn.3 £38.40. 

3^0: a. OXFORD QWU ID MOTisr 25- 1. 
2. Playbic Truant 9-2 lav. 3. PnariTs Choice 
12-2. 13 ran. 8. 2. 'P Cun*- Tote: £20.90: 
£5 4il £1.70. £2’ 40. OF £114 50 CSF 
1133 83 F-JMS £774.68 Ino £409 00 
Non P-jnrer. ScKCrii 

4-20-. 1 TARA GALE (« A^Jurui 14-1. 2. 
When'S B Hra n da 7-1 la-.' 3. Qttfctaquay 9. L 
12 inn. ?. 2 .j.’PvBe. Tote: £12.50: C 70. 
£1.20. £C 50 tf £27 6*5 <^F- £4L4ij. In* 
£• J.20 

Placcpoc £1^-07 20 QuMpet: £4J no 
Place 8: 649 23 Place & £301.96 


SOUTHWELL 

12-20: L YEOMAN OLIVER IL NevAtxti 
12-1. 2- Rambo Wattzer 2 5 lav; 3. Gen- 
uine John 20-1. 11 ran. nk. 3. tB McMa- 
hero. Tote: 124.50: £2.60. U 10. £4 60. 
I5F. £4.20. CSF. £17 14. Incast £128 46. 
Ino £2-7.10 

1260: LNLNAMARTYRAGRLthfrC&w 
nw) 5-2- |I fa; 2. Sea God 8-1: 3. Mr Me- 
rterty 5-2 jt bv 9 ran. tm. 6. iJ Pari lesl. Tote 
£3.40; a. 10. £l.i»5. Q.30. DF: U1.90. 
CSF; £20.72. Incosf £49.22. Inn: £1L50. 

L39-, 1, MANSAB |S Dwwj 13 8 Ijv. 
2.Hoh Majesbc 4 -1:3. LadySI* L2 1 16 
ran. 3-... 3v„ IP Uurahyt. Tote £2.70: £1.60. 
£1.30. f3.0O. DF: £6.20. CSF: £7.42. Tno: 
£27.50. 

LS5: L RftUSSl U framrdi 1 1 2: 2. Sea 
Spouse 8 - 1 . 3. S atemoor Centra il-l. io 
ran. 7-2 fa GUt Srvvidi. 3. 2. ID teawsst. 
Tola- X7.CO; £1.30. £3.60. £3. 70. Of 
£4030. CSF: £4807.TiicasJ: £448.72. Ino- 
U38 95 

2- 25: L PROJECTVISION lA i3ari>i 91 
2. Sterna Creek &J (jv. 3. Me Op 
9-4. Bran. 3v.. 7-. IW Mu#!. Tote: £13.70: 
£3.40. £1.10. £1.90. DF £9 30 CSF: 
£1154, 

2.S5; 1 GLOKIROTTER 0 tWeveri 9 4. 
2. The Wyandotte Inn 6-1; 3. La Dolce VKa 
9-1. 8 ran. 13-8 fa Ultra Boy l5rtv. 1 2 
>M Johnaqni. Tote: £2.60: £2.10. £1 30. 
£2.40 OF; £5.90 CSF: £15.64. tncosl: 
£97.00. 

3- 30; 1. FAST Spin (A Cuitun.-i 9-4. 2. 

BaMetaeudi Boy 114 fa: 3. Betatfd U 2 . 
Bran. ...6 rTOSsncni. Tote: L29o. £1.30. 
£1.70. Cf: £2 .CO CSF: £5.62 

4.00: 1. QUAUTAIR PRIDE iMr. L faarcei 
11-8 2. Ralndeor Quest 5-2 3. Btya 

25-1 Sran.9.4. UBononeevi Tote:L2_JCr. 
£LCO. £170. £4.70 t<F. £3 90 I 
£4 57 Tn,^rj £50 6* NR- hatomnia 
Place pc U Vi 5 CO Quadpot: CT2 9u 
Piece 6: £32. 1 7. Place 5: £22.92 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

UO Imperial Garden IAS Sharp Imp 2.20 Our 
EAfie 2J5S Hint Of Victory &30 Time Can Tell 
4.00 Harlequin Walk 


AWESOME POWER CLAMING STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4425 added lm 2f 

51634-6 CHJEZ LE PASSAGE (17) K C-&p»n 6 9 7 IWwerBB 


2J20 


r, n INC. Sbukr .1 

STALLS: fit lit 1m ihiu-hIi.* - rvirtainiler iraridc 
L'RAW ADVANTAGE: t»w nun<lH-i> bcM in aprtels. 

■ Ei|uilra>-k surfure; Mi-hanU. .stuir) 1 nnduUulng roura*^ 

■ < 'Mur>t' t» ad! n f i>iwn cm RacJS. Un^rk-kl idauon <«wrvwi by 
lortilnn. Vlcinrm acjjinns cihjoiv AU MISSION: One enclosure 
S!>. CAR PARK: c’luh S3, n.-ntBlnrhT free. 


46293-6 BA85HOT (18) G L Mocre 6 9 1 

105006- HALF M INCH [THE} (2B) T Janes 4 8 7 RPabtm7B 

000080 UmEMjES9*(14)TjDnes48 7 A Daly (5) 4 

5Q3SOO- YOUNG IflHJEfBCK (IK) K Biri* 4 8 7 ACAaMl 

32015-2 AWESOME POWER (23) (CD) j Mill 8 6. ACtaAS 

006130 HONESTLY 04)3 SrrerT4 8 5 SSwdctsS 

046405 OUl EDOE (L4) (CO) B Qubby B 8 3 JQten5V 


SIS 


RAON 8 

CHAIOffiL 


00000-0 THORWMMA(7)(CO)JBrt^r6712 NfatrieSB 

-9 declared - 

BETI1N6: 3-1 Aaceone Pomr, 7-2 Cedez Le Pam», M B^hoL B-l 
Ov Eddie. Henerty.UH Vend nedertck.l2-lHNl Ad tatkaS-llhond- 
WBJna. 33-1 UtUe Pflfdai 


BLINKER RD FIRST TIME: Xcnopbon Or Cnnaxa f 1 .43». 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: An-ls CI.Wj won here 
fat Tuc>»liy. 

LONG-ULSTANCB Rl-NNERS: A*-l n Cl.Hn .-<Til UTO miK-F by 
M J.ihicMt.n (mm MAidlrham, Nonh YuriHurc. 


2-55 


CHIEFTAIN MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
SWKES (CUSS E) UfBS added 3Y0 lm 

1 4655-24 HWHONYK RED (7) CDWjer 90 DR McCabe 3 E 


1 IQ ! CRUSADER CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
■ -1 F) £3^00 added 3YD 5f 

3SJ0-® E NCHAM nCA 114) J Btny 8 10 JEDwsra(5)6 


4 HWT OF tnCTORY (IT) M Bel 9 0 6Fa*ner(5)2 

04-a JOU Y JACKS ON d£) »Wm 90 3fadm4 

<M> iaBBOTWA(BS)piHM(rt«Bltal9D_JWeaier6 
P0L6WYWC 3 Stnan 8 9 Rtafranl 


TRW tWE M HeatnvEUs 8 9 - 


-5 Dream 5 


an MPBHAL GARDBi (2) (0) (BF) P 8 9 ,_J Weaver 4 

455100- LUNAR MUSIC (113) (CO) Martyn Meaoe 8 8 N Adas 5 

1650-20 COME TOO MAMMA'S (10) n(eF>jBenyS4J>Fessayn 3 
4Q»U WWZZMD(122nOjJBnd^rB2 ADMj{3>2 


-Odedarad- 

BEnWB: 10-11 HU 01 Vletocy, 94 Mly Jteteav tW Harawey to Red. 
1A-1 Tte Itane, 16-1 PolSHynie, 20-L Lag Betonan 


6 2034-Jt; SWUIWPMTSI (10) W Turner 712 JQitalY 

-Sdectand- 

KTTW& ue hraeriai Cardan. 5-2 tear Meric, 7-2 Cook Toe Mam- 
ma'a. M WMa Nd. 10-1 Bratarw PaittsL IS facbtetlca 


330 


145 


MARGARET JONES BKTHDAY HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £Afi25 added 6f 


; CHALLENGER HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
I £4£00 added 3YD lm 

1 50154-2 HEAVENLY MSS (RQ pb (0 J Bndger 9 7 ,_D Ranboe 2 

2 82144-4 UME GAN THL (3) [D| C Munay 9 4 6 FiRniar (5) 4 

3 506-51 AS4Sfe(CD| UJatnsext SO CG&f fWawarl 

3 00504} IENDOZAil7}0ttJreySm(h83 IBmmMI(7}3 

-4dedarad- 


14304’ THEMSllRffEB0Y(9)(C(qUslCiaiB7l00 JWtener7 
003210 SHARP NP (9) (Ctl) (fifl ft Pam 7 9 10 ...Jd Mdaai 2 B 
43X06- IEWmON<FCUMaA(57)mMFQay495-AO«u5d 
■1160O4 ;i PAKtrej? (JRE) (4) (D) P hare. 7 89 5 Sanders IV 

030350 (TORTS GRAB ME (4$ (Q NAey4 87 OSgjrBB 

'MKI65 SWERIAO IBEU ( 8 ) J 9 nflg 5 T 5 7 10 ^.JQteaS 

0404XM TROnCARDM (9) (D) R O'Suban 5 7 ID „_AVMmB )8 

® ,“^2® O^HWLSROOMiaDShaeBTlO IBaoMD(7)4 

9 0101080 BRKHT PARAGON (9)(C}fQ)Khay 87 10 NA tel 

_ 0 , 

Mhnnun ntitfr. ?sl 10& frue hamficap wtfiis ChewM G»om 7a Sb. 
Brjf+t P^ajon 7a 46. 

BETTING: 2-1 The teanite Bogr. 7-2 Xaaodhoe Of Caann. 92 Stop hv, 

11-2 Prather, U>-1 S^ertao, Taehjcanta, 12-1 heiys ate Hire, 20-1 
Cheaitiri fawn. 33-1 Bright Paragon 


BBTWG: MTaae Can TeS, 2-1AH*, M Htan^r Mrs, 1 A -1 Mendoza 

[45o 


CENTURION HAfflJCAP (CLASS E) £Afl25 
added flOes lm 4f 


1516M aOWFOHUM (21} (Q(D) LMHaB 6100 „Fl#a*pll 
001- PERSUASION f71) (Q ladHmwglon498__DH«rl«eB8 

2/32M DECREE (21) S Wiens 4 9 5 uJTfalB 

500303- MORETHAN YOU WOW (2^ KBuhe 4 9 4 J BnuMMI(7) 4 


0161-22 RA5AYB.(7HqM{BqP&m78UJbttH ? Bnad'(l)7 

- 02022-0 MSS FfOSM (123 1 Du*4> 4 8 6 T States 2 B 

7 43B64Q HAISBJUN MHIX(14}931) R(7SulAan633-5Sradn5 

BBTWC: 7-2 Peratetew, 4-1 Haitaqtei Wte. 92 More Tbra Yte Btew. 
5-1 Ranjal, 11,2 Degree, 13-2 Boa Form, B-l IBn Priam 


L'5F- 




1987 88 89 90 91 

92 93 94 85 98 

Ftee of tl» tawaidfc*: A 7-F 3 ’ 3 3 

A 2 3 " A •' F 

Winners place m heCtaC: A 0 op 2 3 

A : ■ 2~ '-O; - A 0- 

Stteffte A 16-1 JD3 7-2 • 9-1 

A 92 3S2 A ■ ' U72 

8«es: A 9 a 9 B 

A '6 8. . A -. . 18 

WfcndngweUhte A 12-5 11-8 11-10 10-fl 

A IftO Ji-4. A’ Ifrg. 

Pro« o. km to £1 stake: P<nwuites -£7 .00. Second Ifaeorttaa +£S-17 ■ ? 

Percentage of wfanra pteaed 1st 2nd or 3rd br laet raoec 57% 

Shortest^rteod winner; Proramy 10-3 119891 

F-WL,jtijoim-*awuinB 

Lonjest-priced tatewr: BofiUsdaB 18-1(1988) 

A=teandoned 

Top trainer: Hre M nayMcy 121 - Daikey Sound iiotej, ftwwnto (199^ 7’ 

Too Jockey: T Monpn 121 - Prwa+ty 09891. Bob Ttetnl (1988) 

p NM.it ftj - CortjBDjte (1994). Dafcey Sound {1991} . 
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Richards only has eyes for the One 

rhev sav them am rx..- r!.>u . . _ . . 


They say there are four Gold 
Cup horses in Gordon 
Richards s yard, but the train- 
er has eyes for only one. It is 
something of a sadness for 
Richards that what he sees on 
the gallops each morning has yet 
to be replicated at National 
Hum racing's defining crucible, 
the Cheltenham Festival. 

One Man has ended up a pot- 
tering fool, rather like a dehy- 
drated distance runner, on his 
previous two visits to Presibuiy 
Phrk and it has been a terrible 
sight for Richards. At 66. he 
continues to ride the grev in his 
home work, and is constantly 
staggered by the beast going 
through the automatic gears be- 
neath him. Others champion the 
causes of Unguided Missile, 
The Grev Monk and Addington 
Boy at Greyaokc Castle, but the 
trainer believes they are just 
kneeling courtiers at the throne. 


“It's a hit of a job placing all 
my horses,” he said, “but the 
main thing seems to be finding 
out whether the grey horse 
likes Cheltenham. He’s in a dif- 
ferent league to my others at 
home I can tell you. He's sheer 
class and they wouldn't gel 
near him. But I suppose that if 
the ground came up very heavy 
for the Gold Cup The Grey 
Monk could come there and 
very nearly run him out of it." 

One Man has travelled out of 
the snows of Cumbria to de- 
termine if he runs in the Gold 
Cup at all when he makes a re- 
connaissance mission in the 
Pillar Chase at the foot of 
Prestbury Hill this afternoon. 
The previous memories may be 
gruesome but at least Richards 
has developed an argument to 
excuse past failures. “The two 
times he has been to Chel- 
tenham I know there have been 


Richard Edmondson says there are no 
excuses today for the King George hero 

problems to explain it," he said. 

“[Neale] Doughty will tell you 
that first time he made a bad 
mistake down the far side [in the 
1994 Sun Alliance Chase], and 
last time [in last season’s Gold 
Cup] it was like blowing a can- 
dle out. The petrol ran out very 
quickly and if a horse doesn’t get 
the trip you expect him to press 
on a little more than that." 

There can be no further ex- 
cuses. One Man (3.20) would be 
giving his three opponents bar- 
rowloads of weight in a handi- 
cap and he must not only win, 
but win with a flourish. 


Cheltenham's first televised 
race contains three horses 
which locked horns in the Mur- 
phy’s Gold Cup here in No- 
vember (the only other horse in 
the handicap proper, Bradbury 
Star, can be discounted as be is 
beginning to run as if his mind 
is on a SAGA holiday). 

Greysoke’s representative. 
Addington Boy, was third to 
Challenger Da Luc that day, but 
the interesting runner is 
DUBLIN FLYER (nap 2.10). 
who went down as if he had hit 
a patch of black ice after four 
out while still coasting in the 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Dublin Flyer (Cheltenham 2JO) 
NB: Run Up The Flag (Doncaster 3.00) 


Injured McCoy may be back for the Festival 


lead. The 11-year-old now re- 
opposes on advantageous terms 
and comes from a yard that 
could send Long John Silver out 
to victory at the moment. 

The Champion Hurdle in- 
dicator is provided by the 
Cteeve Hurdle, in which Large 
Action (2.45) is difficult to ig- 
nore, particular as he gets the 
opportunity to stretch his limbs 
over an extended 2m5f. 

A I Doncaster, the feature 
event, the Great Yorkshire 
Chase, has been diluted by the 
absence of Avro Anson, who is 
being saved for the Agfa Chase 
at Sundown next weekend. Eas- 
by Joker, who is also entered at 
Cheltenham, does take part 
however. Ron Up The Flag 
(next best 3.00), another from 
an in-form stable, that of Josh 
Gifford, is the safest option. 

Mighty Moss will be fancied 
in the previous race, despite los- 


ing his seasonal unbeaten 
record to Agistment at Uttox- 
cicr last time. The consensus 
that day seemed to be that Mr 
Fred Hutsby (71b claimed) was 
outridden by Mr Richard Dun- 
woody (three championships 
claimed). David Nicholson, 
Mighty Moss's trainer, judging 
by his reaction when ms nder 
returned, certainly agreed. 
Freddie’s back this afternoon 
and if he has another nightmare 
the one to benefit wilfbe the 
horse that was fifth in the 1994 
St Leger, lonio (225). 

At Ayr, there is a reminder 
that racing is not the only way 
to flush out your bank account 
in the Siakis Casinos Handicap 
Chase. If the fates are among 
the crowd in the west of Scot- 
land then AITs Alibi (1.00). 
who has not been out of the first 
four in five runs this season, 
must win. 


The jockey Tony McCoy’s hopes 
of ridingat the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival were considerably' raised 
yesterday by a positive bulletin 
on the injuries he sustained in 
a fall at Wincanton. 

An examination of the bones 
he broke in a heavy tumble from 
Speedy Snapsgem gave the 


champion jockey “every reason 
to hope he will be ready for 
Cheltenham." 

It was initially feared that 
McCoy, who suffered fractures 
in his left shoulder, faced a 
lengthy lay-off and would miss 
the biggest jumps meeting of the 
vear. 


But, following a visit to spe- 
cialist Michael Foy in Swindon, 
his boss Toby Balding said the 
prognosis was ''not at all 
gloomy". 

“Fvc not heard directly from 
Tbny but 1 understand he has 
every reason to hope be wtfj be 
ready for Cheltenham," said the 


trainer. “He has got to go back 
to be looked at again in about 
three weeks time but this must 
be good news for him.” 

McCoy, 65 winners clear of 
Adrian Maguire in the defence 
of his jump jockeys' title, had 
hitherto enjoyed a virtually in- 
jury-free rise to the top. 


AYR 

1 .00: ALTS ALIBI, who finished 15 
lengths dear of third-placed Aly Da- 
ley (reopposes on the same ham. !<>- 
day) when 2 lengths second to 
Stormy Coral ion 3m handicap duse 
al Carlisle last lime, looks the pick 
of the weights. Solba may be the 
main danger. 

Imp 

MO: LANCE ARMSTRONG, a 
creditable 3 lengths second to Mock 
Trial in a 2m4f 1 10yds novice hand- 
icap htrnfle at Leicester last lime, has 
less io do here. Paperisiag may pro- 
vide the most problems. 

QGG 

2.00: LORD OF THE WEST, who 
disappointed at Cheltenham last 
time, has every chance on his pre- 
vious 3 lengths defeat of Philip's 
, Woody in a 3m handicap chase at 
[ Leicester. Carlisle winner Crown 
; Equerry looks the principal threat 


HYPERION’S 

swa-'j : ,~-H 



CHELTENHAM 

2.10: ADDINGTON BOX most im- 
pressive when winning the Grade 3 
Tripteprint Handicap Chose here in 
Deamber, can make the most of the 
101b he receives from the veteran 
Dublin Flyer. 

□CD 

145: LARGE ACTION, who holds 
Mose. Prafvdl and Right Win on 
Grade 2 Bula Hurdle running over 
2m 1 f here in December, should hold 
loo many guns over this, his best irip. 
for the progressive Castle Sweep. 


3.20: ONE MAN, who won his sec- 
ond King George VI Chase by 12 
lengths from Rough Quest over 
3m at Kempt cm, has never won here 
but would nave much more to do 

a ping llnw mah in ■•> hnnHirap npA 

cannot be opposed. Barton Bank 
may follow him borne. 

OCX) 

X55: LIVELY KNIGHT, who came 
in for an unenterprising ride when 
8 lengths filth to Wha nabob over 
2ra6f at Ibwcester, looks potential- 
ly well handicapped. Putters Bay 
seems the main threat. 

DONCASTER 

Z25: MIGHTY MOSS would have 
won at Uuaxeter last time had not 
Fred Hutsby given his mount a 
poor tactical ride. Bat that second 
to Agistment still reads welL Pun- 
ters, though, will be wary of risking 
their rash with Hutsby again in the 
saddle, particularly as this rim* he 
cannot claim his 71b allowance. 


3.00: Sta ble c onfidence behind 
GOLDEN SPINNER should be re- 
warded. Mick Fitzgerald feels this 
fast ground and flat track is perfect 
Tortus mourn, wbc&e preparation bv 
not been affected by the freeze. Gen- 
eral Command is aho strongly fan- 
cied, but this one has climbed 161b 
in the weights since the first of his 
three victories this season. 

□CD 

335: Time Won't Whit is best when 
held np Cor a late challenge in a 
strongjy-run race. There is no guar- 
antee of a fast early pace in this 
event, however, so NATIVE MIS- 
SION may be besL The Jimmy 
FitzGerald yard has hit form. 
□□□ 

4.10: Jackson Park is the form 
horse but must concede weight to 
the promising SEATTLE ALLEY. 
Paul Webber believes this four- 
year-old is a decent prospect 


! Ladbroke HancBcap Chase - Cheltenham ZIP f 

Horan (Traswrrwratiitl 

Coral Wflflam HB Ladbrokes 

Iota 

Arirtirgnvi Bow (G fecnanbrilsrdib) 

fr-a 

7-4 

13-8 

6-4 

ftiBlnrtffir IW. 1. fli P«.nn«13lhl 

2-1 

7-4 

9-4 

5-2 

Dobtor FTvnr fT Foretw/12sD 

7-2 

7-2 

7-2 

11-4 

Go IMvwraal IC taooksriQstl 

11-1 

12-1 

10-1 

13-1 

Bmtoorv Star U GtftanlriOstabl 

14-1 

14-1 

10-1 

14-1 

HM or TuUow ID Nichoisonfiostl 

14-1 

34-1 

14-1 

14-1 

Mto IN Henderson/105ti 

50-1 

331 

33-1 

50-1 

1 Easby Joker rs KetriewetalOst) 2nd pref 

2nd oref 

Zndoref 2nd oref II 

| Each-way a Quarter the odds, otecej j, 3 j 


DONCASTER 




11-50 


1245 Cariboo Gold 
L20 Celestial Choir 
L50 Dommapel 
225 Mighty Moss 


HYPERION 

3jOO Golden Spbmer (rib) 
325 Native Mtesfon 
420 Seattle Alley 


GOING: Goo*! (Good to Firm in places!. 

■ Lett-hand, pear-shaped course. 

■ Couek Is ewo. or lawn ofT the A6J8 (M18 Joe :i A 4>. Bus Hnk from Doncasua- Ocn- 
inl rail sum on. ADMISSION: Chib £14; Grandstand £8; Family Enclosure £3 (ondo*- 
10s free all enekaurre). CAR PARK: Free. 


DONCASTER SPONSORStiP CLUB HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £5000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3034 
BLAST RtSZE (630) (Q (Pro Hn-TitfltaVti M Hsttnon 8 11 10 _JI A RtpnU 

JRKMM0 


2213031 

HWM66 0W KKS (77) (Mrs RUft Sde&M Sowed* S U4_ 


545000 M13«dMNCSI(7)(HMHeyiTBrtOSheraoo05111. 
106-153 D0MMm(4O)m(MC0a*MMsiCBl51Og. 


51231-3 FUEtMLUE(4Q) (D|(Bn(AD&nnre) MW EaSBty610B- 
21P-442 RAtB»«(WHnatyRa>«BunuS)Mlwimon>510: 


J A McCarthy B 
TIM 


3633(06 DUAL IIAGEf4M0aiira Buttg Strafes Lilted) JROfierttt 10 102- 
CS5W-6 AUBnnUTOPElPtaSCimnlRHolreiiadlDlOD 

-6 festered - 

AMrun ae0e ifet Tte ftanrtrapwegte Atone 9«4fe 

BETTMB: 2-1 taavatoe, 11-4 DoanppM. 5-1 Blast Rears, Bafltsa, 10-1 DmI I 

tfcn Daocra, 10-1 Oar Rife. 20-1 Attartto 


, 12-1 AI- 


surfece because he rates him a We Grand National contender. Gotten Spinner's Obit was 
made easier ei Newbury when lour ot the held came to gn el. but he sdJ beat A mm The 
Horn In good style and the getting has been Kept m fuB wort dunng the freeze. General 
O UH I UBUCI has won some soft races this season and does not look an attractive propor- 
tion In this grade. Easbjr Joker has looked the type to tun a decent race and he coittri 
be In better heart after two wm6 as Newcastle. He'sa winner rarer ths uip(H»h3m last sea- 
son] and can debvera teSngMtt of foes. King Lucifer and Turning Trta bib Dadd Nichol- 
son's other runners. Wng loafer wortd She the ground a btt softer, but Turning Tret has his 
gourd and w* itad mis opposuon a shade easier after stnggirfc m the hot Ascot race won 
by Go BeBsoc five weeks ag>. Betty's Boy can be ipxmsi, and Run Up The Flag may have 
lost the necesaty loot to sen a race of tho nature. Romany Croak, formerly wth Toby Bald- 
ing, has always shown a p re ference to fast gourd and Is a lively outsider after truntpurgtug 
aetfis In weatar races. Se l ect i on: SOUNDS STRONG 


SIS 


Z2S 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WTTH HUNKERS: Mrs II Seveley — 14 whiner* from 72 nm- 
nert gives a success ratio of IB.4% and ■ toss to a £1 level stake of £4.08; J FitzGerald 
— 10 winners, iJl runners, 1 B.-m, -&23.7P; D Nkholson — 8 winners, .17 runners, 21.6V 
-4LL'f7 : 0 Sherwood — 7 winners. :» rrmnas, 17.0%, -£16.01. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; P Ntora — 1 1 wmncra. 53 rides 20.8%, +58.70; L Wyrr — 
10 winners, 55 rides 18^*4fc, --S2J . 1 2; M Dwyer — 8 winners, 54 rides, 1 4 8%. -£26.02; 
J R Kavanagh — 5 winners, 15 ndcs, U3.‘<%, +£13.33. 

BLtNKEBED FUST TIME: AHtfme Dancer (1.50) 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATE: Squire's Occasion |2JS) won on the Flat at 
Llngfleid tore Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNEB& Dataflow Lodge (3.00) sera 245 miles by C Ba/wdJ 
from Stoodldgh, Devon. 


NAPOLEONS RACING OVER DON NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS A) (&ade 2) £15JXX) added 2m 4f £9,884 
M01 H0H WAIHOR (UJIDF Afoot) CBartO 611 ID 
12 HNO(USAim<WisRFKBy£MsVCMtt)MsVHM6m0 


£4 


|3b35| mansion house handicap chase (class b> 


233-112 MKHTY MOSS (38) (0) 03^ (K Hufeby) DNdrcfcon6 1110- 
2121 BMATIHE10P(43)(CD|(MBS)la8tt<ele)il JNanai5116. 


J8K a —» 
-MrFItotty 
Jtarak Byron 


3134 SQtaCS0CCASM)ll(63)(ChBiBnPutfca«DSLJCDR«eiU94UIU-JiJ 
-Itectond- 

Btnwec 7-4 M&ty Maas, 2-1 taata, M taa AlltaTap, S-l Hob Wfertor, frl Sraktt Ocrartoa 


£1XM>00 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £6£32| 




35-122U CAtUSOEBKf (f) (CD) (RlttflesiO Sherwood 812 D 

U5224-4 Ta*WWrTWAfT{7)iaj)ffttBotGPartrie»sh«RP«p6 8UU. 
fUAPf-3 NAUM: INSSKM (36) (CD) (G E Shorter) J FreGsatt 10 11 B. 


5414-23 AROUND TIE HORN (35) (COJfftttrefi fames) JGrSoB ID 116.. 

12333 LORD D0RCEI (8) (0) (BF) (tain Hog*) J Qatari 7 116 

1-23113 POUDCAL TOWS (7) (D}(GRSNma R Ikon 10115- 


J AMcCantqr 


’Carbeny 


12.451 ‘6REAT VORKSHREMEEnNff NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
I £5,500 added 2m 3f UOyds Penalty Value £4,029 


1 01120-3 CAM900 GOLD (USA) (35) Ms 9Bran C Ncfecn) K B34ey 8 114. 

2 6-5PA30 CURMGH PETER (7) (Data Bttemi) Ms PBdonon 10114 

3 03 DOUAMDEPWaiffR) (42)ffte LCTjyWtfrsL XE^or 6114- 

4 2260F-P JUSrsUPmaimfConaa»UtDBIMMl6114 

5 QilF- W00DBRBXE (374) (SoTny fticefl F Mupf^r B 11 4 

- 5 1 


A Ttaratoo B 

-RqfMan 

»Tlf 


WHO s chanced * Ms first attempt over a staying tnp. A wvmer on hte debut at Warwick, 
he mg* *«l have hasten Ses Victor here afraiwBids but tor a laa-Ogil mistake. Sea Vto- 
tor was a Kemptcn vrinner last Sfflurday and lonio can a^»n put nts Rat speed to use 

on this surface. K&*y Mora would have been the automatic choice In the mud. but ths 
ground has lo be a vwvty. He has looked a raal talent and again ran a cotter when looking 
an irtudy loser a^inst Agstmere over tht tnp at UOosBterlstt time. ta» At The Top coukttt 
beat lonio on the Flat Betnngftra stone, but he has done « IwOngurth wms at Hint- 
IrgOon and on this cooree. He could juat find this a Mt too hot, while Hoii Warrior WM to 
hande testing pound a Towcacrar n between ms wins a Newtxuy and Leicester. Ha tnes 
the longer trip tor the Hist tfrne, aa does the Jureor memtoer Stake's Occralae, a 20-1 win- 
ner In a 12-furlong Rat race on Un^ekfs Equn/ucx last Saturday. Se l ectio n: JOMO 


PCabany 

BETTING: W Carfeoo Gold. 6-1 last SttoOMn, 10-lOaatoe de Proo, 14-1 VtodMga, 20-1 Cup- 
ragbPstar 

1SS8: m cwiEsporssng muting 


[aSol 


|1 on I BESSACARR HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS q £5^)00 added 
L±^!lJ 2m llQyds Penalty value £3^78 

/«S02tt- MBR9BEN (2)8) (D) (W fknoartU FicSsraM 9 12 0 P Cattery 


120420 OlluaflNGGBRplSN(48}m(CCoan)OSlCMOOd6U13- 

23P-521 AISEMK (USA) P0) (CD) (M&lChCil MrsJCedB 11 S 

5204-41 TEMMG(HD(USA}(36)(D)(PaU&a'fe0PBradtev7U3 

43-3430 MUM CM) CD) (CJM*pr«JC8ir 6113- 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
G 
7 
a 

9 

10 13- CBE51ML CHMR (337) (D|MsGmlB$teg.f(.QM 71012. 

11 3-14302 DESBtTRBflER (42) (D) [A Feme! MsM IfeWte 8 10 10._ 

12 066-216 SABfTOB.(BSA)(3^ pfl (Bf)(Tamtecr0FJcnfan91O6. 

13 031211 SEHBM GAtE (4Q (D) (MsCareiMa^ J Alan 7 100— 

-13t 


JAMcCvUv 
n 


J*A 


006123 ICW Ml (U) (CD) flan X I Steven) S Golkiip 6 11 2 — 

110OO1 IE KH0UMF (FR) ® (D) (Datt S Land J Make 6 11 1. 

14P-454 MR BUREAUCRAT OtZ) (36) P) (Sortey WCUOSBattaw 8 10 13 R 

643 114 SMNNGEDG£(ll)B>)(BF)(G(3aharn) 76taSty510l2 


K Carte 


PER1EMPS GREAT YORKSHRE HANDICAP CHASE ITmTI 
I (CLASS B) £30000 added 3m £23^15 

122*111 GBBULOOMHAM) (3G| (Q(D) IRoten Qglenl G Rkhanfe 9 11 10 PCartaoy 

113F-33 NNBlflCffBim(D)(AJIMes)DMchctan81110 taRThontaa (5) 

1P32-21 BXDBi SPBflEl (57) (Me, MaBand-ttnEtt N Hemerscn 10 11 10 Jl A 
1U1011 EAS8T JOKER (56) (G R CWiarS S XaOeral 9 11 9 


JcMto 

3204^5 SYMLM (Q (D) (Uansesa oe Moiaatt} J RtzGaaU 11 11 1 Derek Bjrae 

PB-1S14 Stale FH10W (30) (DHlaOy Amabel GcffimslVN Hemerscn 7108 _M A Rbgerrtd 
-Bdedaed- 

KITBIft 3-1 Tkaa Wart NHL 7-2 letd DoreeL 4-1 Nadya Mbstoo. 8-1 Cttsoe Bqr. 7-1 Around 
The Hors, B-lPoascrtTraec, 11-1 SuMme Mow, lB-ISjtflb 
FORM GUOE 

Two miles on tot tfound e spot on to 1WE WOtTT WAIT, who vary nearly made a wmnng 
roappaaranca at HayOock last Saturday. Coming unh a wet salat the final fence, he made 
a mess of the obstacle and that finished hm. He would surely have beaten PoBHcal Tow- 
er fthW to Konvekta King) but to the blunder and he meets this mol a pound better today, 
lord Dofcot, beaten by Kmckta King at Chehanham on his reappearance, rtsappoimad 
behind wee ftwer m Kdso lest ttme and possfUy needs softer sound. Around Tte Ham 
vras m the hot Ascot race wan by Storm Alert from Ask Tam last uma. He cortd also find 
Ovs 0Ound a bit too kvely for him over the mrtmum tnp. rifcine Bey. an early casualty 
n the Wchk Chandler Chase last Saturday, m^r find 12st a stopper, whie Nathra Msslon 
has stKwm a marled preference for softer pornd and stahttmate SyMBn has seen better 
days. SidiR w e Fellow takes a nsa In crass after his Hereford and Southwell wins. He Is a 
oft of a thinker, but ha Ikes last sound and gets the wm#il S e l e c t io n; TIME WONT WAT 


12P3-14 TUBWG1RR(IG) (D)(Md0rara)DMcMnnlO117 
1241-32 BEnrSB0rm(TBatettandlRWBDMfiKBs*gyB117 


20F-151 S0UKSR0NBmniMnDaMTlDraBB«DNdnlBn8117 
133434 HUNUPTHERAG(77)(0)(W-oiti Partners) J Gritard ID 11 
13P-242 MMANrCRB((44n(Ajlhamp)an)Jfkm81013 
82PPP-F MBSy MASIBt (58) (fl) (G lansbuy) 6 Macro 13 10 13 



SOUTH YORKSHRE TTCES BREWB1S HURDLE 
{CLASS C) £6000 added 4YD 2m UOyds £4^88 


52133 MtaBONPAntH0)){CHSimn9TEaaBtgrU6- 
APACME IBI (USA) (Ms t A Dura) M Harmons 11 0 . 


OASSC COLOURS (USA) (Ottac BoodSDck FW I Carepbrt 11 0 . 

umEMBRAyuotaByreiFMiphriio. 

MGHIY KEBffMC Barts) M Barfs 110. 


__R Jrtmon 
.JtBura(7) 

K Grate 

_ PCMwny 

_j>r 


PARROrftnLpqOtekTonifwsBtetUToncMsllO- 
ROTALACTnN (44) (E Carer) J Bans 11 (L 


JR 


-B tee (J) 


SWyrae 


BETTMG: 3-1 C fetotW Oak, 5*1 U ttoraaf, 7-lSdaragEdp, B-lTaJanu Sott. Afcralne, 10*1 
New taa. Desert Rtitt; 12-1 Mr Branooia. CtaraMg Gbt, Kettrt, 16 Severn Grt^ 20-1 rttwra 


3P-F31P DCKALLOtt IDOGE (38) P) Banrofi C Ban«l 10 ID 7. 

12 2-354(6 PWSGONNSl (37)(AG Chappa® M Hsrwnand 9100. 

-flkdWRl- 

MWmua waghc 10a hue hanificap ragfre Pte Owner 9a 131b. 

BE7IM& UOao General Cb— i t 7-2 Cottas Spfcnr. 4-lSeradi Strong 13r2 B toy Joker, 
10-XT«fag fife, 14-1 Hag Ucftr. 16-1 Bet^s Bey, lira Up lira R« 20-1 Pbnt Gnmar, deny 
Mrarar, Rooraqr Creek. 33-1 Dutakwr Lodgs 

FORM GUIDE 

SOWDS STRONG B taken to prow the pick of DeMd Nicholson's three runners. He b fpad- 
uaify makng up for lost time wth wins at Wetherby and Ungfiett I beat Feta* Co u ntr yma n 
with a turn of foot) and. being e son Of Strong Gale, he can be fancied id cope weflwfth to- 
day's tot sound, tarty Henderson must bncy Gotten Spfreier to stay the trs> on the faster 


60 SEATILE ALLEY (USA) (8)114 PParmHShtSPVTObtw 110 ATbooton 

SOCEIYGBL(HGLIe«e%rpJOSnal09 Mkhaef Bremra (5) 

-B dart— d - 

BETTBtt 64 Boyrt Acttra, 94 Jnrtso Park, 5-1 Prarofs ffl, 7-1 Sraitie ABqr. 14-1 Society GM. 
1G-1 Apadra Lae, Utbe Mwray, 33-1 Mltidy Keen. Ckorte Cotoara 
FORM GUIDE 

ROYAL ACTION was n a ha race at Fatenham on hs debut and he's since won on the Flat 
at Mtokerhampton. The pair (tet beet firm at Fafcenhsm, Lb Teteu and Desen lAounram. 
both won yesterday, J a ckson park s a tardy son with such conststera torn agnna the 
Has of Son Of Anshan and Rossel, Ihe pair he beet at Newcastle on then- first encounter. 
He again plugged on gamely when Bird to Rossel and the wel regarded Sottat at Kelso 
eitid days a@3 and, even under the 61b penalty , he wil be a tug danger to Royal Action. 
rat’s W, along wrth the newcomers, may find thro too hot. Selection: ROYAL ACTION 


1230 Stash The Cash 
IDO AIFs Alibi 
130 Lance Armstong 
24)0 Lord Of The West 


HYPERION 

235 Bede Rose 

3-LQ Mortrave 
340 Lord Podgskl 


GOING: Good ( Good lo Soft In places beck straight). 

■ Left-hand jpdloplng cotawr; run4n 210yds. 

■ Course Is ras of town <mA758.Ajrr station (aervin from Glasgow) I m. ADMISSION: 
Ci* £12; Grandstand £7 lOAPs hiU^wfce). GAS PASS: Free. 


FO RM CUBE 

At 11 years of age, WHtSPBBI6 STfcfiL is pest his best - but he can sttl wfri a nanrtcap 
or two now ne la back with Gordon Rtthards. Whepenng Steal ran uefl fiat tine out In ran 
of res previous three seasons at Oeysroke. gang dose In a 21 -runner novice hunfle rad 
wkring a hanrtcap chase untier mpM&git on iha course, tt would be no surprise to see 
mm run wel enoutft » upset the more obvious canddatBS. Drap Dertttoi cortdnt match 
Easby Jofcar for speed from the tost at Newcastle wo months ago but Easby Askar Is en im- 
pnMng swo-artt-a-naff-miier and ths trip could be more srttBtte fcr Deep Dedstti these 
days. Atfs AMd hasitt won lor almost two years now but there mua be a chance ta can 
put that ftfn fcfloning Ms second m me pro^esshe Stormy Coral at Csritate, a rase tt irtveh 
Aly Oeiey was 13 Ien0hs away ttad. The Newcastle race in wttch Aly Daley beat CeRkflt 
Boy three parts of a len^h (Airs Alls fourth) hasrYi worked out very well Ceflkti Boy has a 
68i pu« raid having Mflkeis on for the first time ths season m#n make a dfferance. Bar- 
daro^ success at Carflsle on Monday is a tart that Ludnda RussrtTs yard m|^i be raaefy m 
male up to a quel season so far, ana FWetatfi Bufldrafldrft run beifly when fourth tojm- 
pertei Vrea& under 12 stone at Ludtow last week. Selection: WHISPERING STEEL 


FDRMGUTC 

SANTA CONCSno hasrrt raced sinoe he finished tfwd to RBnny A Day and Dfract Route at 
Kateo tost March and ® also over fences for the fins nme. Bui len Lungp has always had a 
N0i opWon of this horse. Santa Concerto wes coming back from a stmflar ay-off when ne 
won on he hurdes debut at Carlisle last January and R was on this card ran years age that 
he finished second ra the HW Flat race - behind Dato Star. A smart hunfier tar Andy Turned. 
Crown Eqneny was expected to make a wming start to his chasing career on the course 
in November but he made a mess at the first and was pulled 141. An easy wwi at Carl hie on 
Monday camottave taken much out of Crown Equerry and Santa Concerto wtt have to be 
on song to get the better of the Oeysiote horse. Lord Of The West surrendered thte sea- 
sons urbeaten run vrfian a third race in the space of 11 days proved a tat too much tar hm 
at Chel te nham on December 11. Setoct to n : SANTA CONCERTO 


■ LEADING TRAINEES WTTB BONNERS: G Udunb - « rinmra from 174 nmnos 

ra a raefo giving a recant Co all level state af +SJJ2J; the II Beretey-37 wi»- 

ners, ISO runners, 24.7%, ,565.71; JJ ONelD- 20 winners, 97 nmnera, 20.5%, +£11^0; 
C Prater- IT women 1 . 101 runners. 162%, -£B.I2. 

■ LEADING JOCKSTS: P Ntvew - 34 wfnnere, 140 rides, -SF0J7; A Dohbta - 29 

women, 144 rides, 20.1*5, -SO. 87; B Stony - *3 wlnnea, 160 rides, 14-fAk, +S2L26; T 
■eed- lOvrimss, 101 rides, l±2\ -Ub^Zi A Bodro- lOwtnnera, 41 Ode% 24 J%, +SKL01. 
BUNKERED FOOT TIMS; Non;. 

WINNERS IN IBB LAST SEVEN DAIS: Own Eqneny 1 200) wen at Orfirtelaa Hcnc*?. 
LONG-DISTANCE RONNKRS; Lance ArnMong (J JO) m 355 miles by G McCoort 
from Letcombe Rogls. Creon. 


10 QCI W6HLAND MARY NOVICE HAffiMCAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3^00 atlded 3m UOyds Penalty lfelue £2,290 

5R-5G11 M OB g l MR g84)(35) (OKGAArtael LLung»5 111D R Sente 

P5P-113 BB1E ROSE (RE) (45) ^F) (Tha Belesl G RcftadS 7 10 9 LOHn 


I EBFWT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALFER) (CLASS Q 
£7000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £4088 
411-431 WG FM (37](J R HrahKe) P Besunm 5 11 ID R 


££2 


40-2411 PfiKRBMB(36)(nBJDdwysMto)GHdMk5111D- 
530121 anuiWOGHlSG) WBeanoarartG Moore 011 10. 


_B Storey 


/SOG36 ADB (USA) (U) (N B Mason (Feme) US Q ttroro 7 10 9- 
6-12340 CROFtOk UWE(«qW(Mre EM CbonM Oran 9100- 

0P2&-P CMRUK (47) (DM ScotUW 0*nlngwm7 100 

00F000 H&HXJWIH* (W G Yeung) WYtxrgB 10 0 . 

-6« ‘ 


— K Bntfey 

B Storey 

. McGrath (7) 


F116-12 IAMCE ARMSTRONG (RQ (UJ (D)eGLPUtBriGMcOCUI 7 11 5. 
APOUfl COUSSO (tens R Aten) J Adam 7 11 0, 


_D Fertt H 


ttWrara »e(gg lfla. Due handicap aejgac Ortton Lake 9% Chartfc 8a 5B. IfcaJaiW SB 2ta 
BETTMG; BiX llwiiHar, M Beta Reap. 10030 Att. 20-1 CwUbo take, 40-loBraa 


SOUS JUDICIOUS NORMAN ORB A (teres R Mare) JMsnB 110. 

- 6 doctored - 


-TReed 


1Z30 


ALBERT BARTLETT & SONS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £4*000 added 2m Penalty Value £2^02 

4132-50 fTBRHIN ITOf torn (Iff? ffl Iri TOnTTlnn fTnrft rfhnlTrffTI IP B Storey 

020-211 STASH THE CASH ORE) i*7) (CO) (G SheO M Hammwd 8 11 6 

23M01- RS SPARROW (415) (D) (B Todfl N THtor 7 11 3 


BEITNB: Zd. lance Anratent »4 Papartitog. Ur4 5banmodk MIKtog Ra, 14-1 J 
■ra, 4M ApoR* Coloera 


_RCantty 

-ASSttMl 


2141 END0MBtrCU)taq(RHR9)MsMRe*eiQr5111 

-231-221 A0AMAHC (RE) (73) P) Bert MsnJ R Attn 6 108 

FflGSG AU.Ct£AR(RE)(7) P) D J HocatJ Johrerei 6 10 3_ 
rarrm. stfREHESOWErptaOCBrepbeO Avmtas71D2. 


_PMreaB 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 . . . . 

8 245411 THE—UMfdSA) (33) W (M C Bgtf P Mcnteth 8 ID 0 

OPTMfe 94 Batowraeet. 3-1 Stesfilta Crato 4-1 Attora e U r . SI Wanofcra TM CtaremB Soiil- 
«. 1*-1 taSprenrw, Common Sored, 33-1 AflCtoor 
1*85 No aanmonong meethg 


_ST 

BCMM 


[ijSjfl] STAKiS CASWOS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS Q 
£8000 added An If Penalty Maine £5735 

1 OGERD- kHSPEHBlfi 5TB1 QS7) (CO) LI l*had Gfl») G Rdads 11 11 11 B Storey 

2 21-4224 nUHflGHBMlOSBwisliknitotf areeg ItaliehdVRraMIDllB Jltata 

JBP0BD «=*WBW»(C)(kteJDGDCd^kteJGBcdbtallI14 AS&BiB 

B-24322 MTS AUBI (11) ICS (ra (J*sB KeEmejl tAsM Ffceiey 10 10 12 JMree 


ikon 


The tact that LANCE ARMSTRONG has had a tun since the freeze cortd gfw hkn a sight 
e<bp orv the teher three wttnlng hunflers-afitwt^i Ftoar Beaumont has had several wn- 
ners recently, which probably means' that King Pin has not been held up at ad. A warning 

nowcechasenastseasorvLaftceAmwrongfecedanea^taskaJSoumivBlwhBreep- 

pearance ana lorts sure to nra wel after beaong aB bar the possibly w*-wel0KBd Mock 
Tnai fri 16-runner nowce handicap at lacesw U Bays ago. He carried list 12ta on that 
occasion but gBts 5lb from S hana vog. Pa pec tctag and King Bn here. Shanarogr beat Pa- 
peristag 11 lengths at Haydodc In Nmranber raid s 5B> better off today - txs PBpenang 
tuned rouid Haydock form with the nrar-up, Swaribetar. at Hedram last nme [despite 
being 5b worse) so there* no reeaon vtfy he Mnrtdnfl mate more of a race iff it rath Sfanawjgi 
now. The combination of soft tftrund and the Un^r trip f2m 30 mat haw had something 
to qo with Krag Ptrfs success at Canendt and, vtaAe his tam not match t hat of t he 

ateere. h rs the sort that can improve aertx B re a ction- LANCE ARMSTRONG 


Q'i nl LAND OF BURNS HATCtCAP CHASE (CLASS ^£4,200 added 
2m 4f Penalty Value £3,090 


3223-60 COUSI PDOLE ARQ (77) (CD) (WSnjertVMscrtJ 0tar9 1110- 
3S-41F M0KEMVE(15) (0(0) (D StCte) PMmeKt&119. 


_B Storey 


UOP435 JVHIAM JOfMfT (HE) (U) P^flat ReqdrgServcesj JJ07iefl8219_JlHctatb ( 

4221-23 JUDKlALFElJ>0RQ(38)(BR(MBEEteMKUld)NTcMerail3 RtertttyB 

613365 MCHOtASPUNTIlljMsMFRaiBisnlJGDkteBlOU. 


2P643S JUKE BOX BUY (RO(3S) (BF) (K Hanson) Mrs j&uan 9108- 
4406PF RJNNT OLD BMC (38) (CO) CDaod kk£tn^ D McCirC 10 ID 2- 


JtS! 


P2U36& RD1K 9MUWLE PM (D) (TciKffl)i tade) Iks S BatlMne 11 ID 1 

404621 CARDBCB I (RE) (38) (WnrMtt nfarnad j Baatoy 9 100 

Mnhwn ne(gic 10B. rroe ftantap we(ffsr Caratrafcn 9a 7 Sl 

BETTMG: 100-30 Moobaw, 4-lSeMaa Hdrte, B-2 Jrtre Box BDy, 5-lMctatas PtaoLS-lJyvajam 
Jokray, WMe Spshto, 3D-1 JadeW ftott, 12-1 fertaadan, 2&-1 tasty DM Grara 


3^0 


2.00 


MADE M SCOTLAND FOR SCOTLAND NOVICE [him 
CHASE (CLASS B) £10000 added 3m If£7p64tSS3 


(U22F2 BMDUC(AQ(7}(nc49PMnashp)WKeirt)B113. 
0234-PL CaORH EQUBWT flR9 (5) (fttot OBterlG WradS 7 113. 


PO-1113 iflRDOFTWWBnR^W (taro DuJwss of weanw5B)JJONa« 6113. J»Mrae 

012353- ASXKUDStffQ(329(anolyHMidMs5Be«iPB81D12 M Fatter 

01344-3 COQU UUff U M t'ro J Dui ID 1012 TReed 


I (BP-202 DBF DB3SMM fl»(Q(D) (Attn CWnsI PCnefiEOaffi 12 mu 

- 7 Sectored - 

***W e»c 10a. Twefanifcap wage Peep DgRfaiftg _ 

BEITItt 7-4 Aft 7-G Deep DBdsfcR, M RMRKACStoeL 1M Hretoi^ Mto. 

Boil % Daley, im&Mi 


BlOaRA 


1 
2 
3 

A 

5 ._. 

6 123/113- SAXtlCONCSflGQRQCSaiq (tam Gen] LluipS 1012. 

7 0-14121 SS«aGUD(IS)nnfGtoJBaetoraiD12.. 

-7dedMd- 

BEnMC 7-4 State Ctracerto, 356 Crow E^any, 34 lad Of Tte Wtaet, lOl Ccqrt Lane, 14-1 
Saattcg Gold. IB-1 Baflyfae. 2S-1 Aafc Ma Later 


JSCMM 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 


AYRSHRE POST STANDARD NATIONAL HUNT FLAT (CLASS 
H) £1^00 added an Penalty Value £1,329 
OOnSITMM BOT (Hon Thomas Codrang Ms S Madune 6 11 5 Jfc M Bodbren (7) 

3- 10RD P0DB5S (HE) (312) (kbs 6 SrrVM P kkrtcah 6 11 5 GCMtt 

G2 MAflPEMaDDyflRdmtRiOrerOLhngrfiUS B®*t«op) 

POWMAN (P Lejdrt W McfWta* 5 11 5 NGratofl] 

RtNALBPRUCE (BE) ftta Susan Item G Mon 6 11 5 
SUBSET HASH U D GoodHo* Mb J Gooafettr 5 U 5 . 

0 TTC WALE (IS) (121) (h»e Smch) R SiWeSarS 11 5 


_N Kanoly (7) 

ItoRiWB 

_RMBMh(^ 


WQQWBD VBBN (HE) (pBd^ HBttfp Iffl Ms M tewfcy 5 11 5 JI IfcCoanckp) 

AiCffClTDESattjtnjwSCOlKltt) ABafty* 10 7 SMefene(7) 

SB? BOSTON H W KOkhani R WMtfWJSe ( 107 S&p{to(7) 

»®iaiOOD (HQ (R G btefiet) J Jefiascn 4 ID 7 M Norton (7) 

_ 21 nedared ■ 

UUUNfc Wta^teUatody, 3-1 WocdflattVtrtai, 6-1 laoiPodgild, 8-1 Aortf Clyde, 10-lVUafcwood. 

12-1 PRtato Sr BMtOO, 20-1 RoyH SfliMa. 25-1 Hkn 


II Great Yorkshire Handicap Chase - Doncaster 3J00 1 

[1 Horan ffranattweatm 

Com 

WmamMB Ladbrokes 

Tote 

II GmateCranramttltoadsaifZlObMO^P 

4-1 

3-1 

7.2 

II Soonds Strong ID Nchoison/llstTIbi 

7-2 

7-2 

4-1 

7-2 

I! Gakton Sobraar (N HerrdersmrilalGtai 7-2 

72 

4-1 

9-2 

Easby Jrt« («s nancNreamsiten 

11-2 

ELI 

6-1 

7-1 

TnnfoulTrtx (h N«taKnnrilst7ta\ 

11-1 

8-1 

9-1 

9-1 

nag Lndfer ID NtchoteonfllalObt 

14-1 

12-1 

14-1 

12-1 

Battv’s Boy (K Rrex-y ;l laTfo] 

16-1 

14-1 

14-1 

14 1 

Rob tip Ttw Fttof U Gdtoti'llst2i» 

16-1 

16-1 

12-1 

12-1 

Roraeny Creek U Pearce/10al3lb) 

20-1 

20-1 

14-1 

16-1 

Merrv Master (G Moore710stl3lb) 

20-1 

25-1 

25-1 

2S-1 

nras Graater (M HammondflOst) 

20-1 

16-1 

25-1 

16-1 

Dataflow Lodge IC BarweVlQst7Ib) 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

| Each-way a quarter the odds, places 1.2.3 | 



CHELTENHAM 


HYPERION 

IjOO Daraydan 120 One Man 

135 Shooting Light 3J55 Lively Kmght 

9 in ADD04GTON BOY (nap) 430 Chicodari 
245 Largo Action 


GOING: Good lo Finn. 

■ Left-hand. pflo{4ng course wtih sUfT fences. UphiD run-in of 210yd. 

■ Goose b l™ n^ of U-wn off A43B. Bus imk Iron Cheltenham nation (served by 
Bristol, Birmingham and Uradon, PsddmRurnT 2nv ADMISSION: Chib £ TaoeraaBs 
contained £1Z Qmiiors, 10-24 ycanr. £81; FVwcrt- Enckwurr £6. GAR PARK: Fiuc. 


ra LEADING TBA1NEBS Willi KUNNEBS: M Pipe - Iti winners tram 24S runners 
raaradoof 12J9» giving ■ renirn Ur a £ l lewei acake of 474.99; N TreteLOB-Dndee 
-3) winner*. 209 nmnrrs, J4 JVb, -£2BJ7; D Nlebotoon - J9 wtnnere, IBS runners, 
17.0%. -£30.70: K Balky - JB winners. 90 numm. lil . 19*. -£16.73; J GUTbrd- 19 
wtimas. 100 runners, 17.4%. +£25.46; O Sherwood- l.*l wUiraas, AS nmnore. 20.4%, 
U— J, N TTi lirtrmin 23 winners, 117 runners, 11. 1H, -£N>. IS. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dtmvwiody - 38 whurm. 2flS rides, IS.3%, -Sil.TO; J Os- 
borne- 26 winners, 164 rtden, 15S%, -£T4i.56; A Mngtalrr - i5 vrinnera, 170 rides, 
14.74b. -&77.7I: N TOmUxnson - 24 winners. 97 rides. 24.74b, +S3024; A P McCoy 
-27wtmren>, 70 rides, 24.3*k, +£2g.M; W Msismn - 14 winners. »2 rides, IRJNb, 
Jl 13.77. 

BUNXEBBD FISST TIME: Daraydan f 1 JOO); EDD OfTullow (2.J0J. 
nmuM CTS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Hay Dance (1.00) won al TVlncantnfl lea 
Thursday. 

LONG-DISTANCE SONNKHS: Addington Boy (2. 10) & One Man (330) tent 
200 «<n«- by G Rlctanfci from Grcyaolce, Cambria. 


pfAA] JOHN SKPSON GOLDEN JUHLEE NCWCE HAfDKAP HUR- 
DtE (CLASS D)£5j300 added 2m If Penalty tafue £3,648 


111 BOARDROOM SMIFRE 3S)[D) |A D Wetal J Ctfon! 6 12 0 . 
1613 DARAmM (8) (CD) IBF) (O A lofirsori) M hoe S 12 0. 


-PMde 


CT71 1 HAT BANK (2) (p) Wfcssra Go Raong Pannerdrpi P Hcchs 6 11 3 (7ert N 
012-214 a DON (49) (Don Mars) U f^an 5 ID 13. 


0-21 BANECOfJ) (51) ICrater Dsntuore HD M Charon 5 ID 13 . 


I Ryan 

J Osborne 


13-2535 5AMAMD pS) IMagUn COnsouctnn Udl khs L SCdaA 5 10 13 — 

21-4113 R*MGtI*H (NS (56) [D) (Ure J M Majol C Mann 6 10 11 

8 213-211 POTTBTS GALE (45) U £ rtraart D McMson 6 10 6 . 


JRDuMoady 


9 3102-14 SOUMSUKEHM (33)(fl) (BfXMrtHBOHruitoSHKngn 6104 JFTBtoy 

10 023-12 MMNQOUi(52)(DC7P»renrtp)TCzey510 3 DBridettar 

11 2FR43F 0)UNimim5TRa|9)(SADnjcNSD(uti6100 GRae(7) 

12 AlDM’-OP PAUADUM BOY (50) (Psfladun Btddero Mercnertsi Ms J Rem 7 10 0 —T J lAwphy 

-12dectorad- 

Utmrtm ne^?#: JQst Tiue handcap sej^iK Ctwiry Mnarei 80 lOtt. Paaartum Boy fist lta. 
BETTMfo 54 Boanboora struma, 7-2 Daraydan, 9-2 Potto's Gala, B-l tag) Dance, 10-1 Barra- 
grtd, B Doa 12-1 other* 

1996: na corespondng ireewg 


L35 


FINESSE HURDLE (CLASS A} (Grade 2) £15(000 added 
4Y0 2m If Penalty Value £9,780 
143 RStAM |42}{MgnAicher&Ms6Jeanaua>uvu NTMitDtvD3nssll4..-CLIa i Mton 

1 1£AR ST (USA) (63) (Godwchd Racmg Psrtrteshp) Boo Jones 11 4 IQsbcne 

P FURSAN (USA) (66) (BF) (Danen C Maori N Tmstcn-Qaies u o D 

MACMORBK (USA) (tbymono locohj D Bsaorti 11 0 P Holey 

4 AM2*ME7(USA) t«3 ) (Bank QrteiOONed 130 VShtttJf 

1112 MU LORD (63) (C) (D) (Die OU Tiners ParmarrtD' R Budder 11 0. 

1 BO Sa BBff AVENUE (35) IP DSawgRAkEiMa 11 D 


12 afo0DNGUGKT{57) U M Brwr) FMuThjrll 0- 
3 SAUTS WINS (42) flam Doherty) J Moore 10 9. 

-9dedatad- 


AUagdre 

JtDmnady 

.WMctadtral 


BETTMG: 6-4 Sboothg l^d. 4-1 tear Jat. 9-2 Bmeteiy Avenue, 7-1 ikdrie trad, 8-1 Haratri, 
ID-1 Fwran, 12-1 Satfs Mm, 14-1 otfccn 


210 


LADBROKE TROPHY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
B) £25,000 added 2m 5f £16338 


3/UP-Sl DDBUN HXBt (BO) (CD) 0 B Surneri Cat* T Forew 11 12 0 

0111-31 AD0046TDN BOT (4?) (CC9 (GOU Fooos llmttd) G ftttads 9 11 4 — 

3123-1F Q<AI1EN68ID() UK(HQ (5B) (CD) ID A tahrnon) M Rpa 7 10 13 — RDunraa|yB 

W24-3F BRADHUffTStAR(3^ (CO) OanesCanqtriD J GdkW 12 10 5 PMda 

1H4-F3 HU. OFTUU0W (4^ (lady Hams DMrhotoiB IDO AMagttB 

X32 F2P GO UMVERSAL (7) (D) (UrMoi Ccrtewcri C Bwts 9 ID 0 . 

4/P1464- PASHTO (282) (CD) fltogrori] Toota) N Hendeson 10 ID 0 

1016-11 EASByJOKBt(56)(GROrcnan(i SXeaeMflOlOO 

-•( 


-talpref 


tWaan ae&c IOsl True fianteap we&ts: f* Of Treon 99 11*. Go Ortreoal 9st 86. tashro 99 
4ta, Eas&y Jokar 9s 3IB. 

BETTING: 1W Arkflatfira Buy, to* Ctaflangar Du lac, 7-2 OoUa Flyer, 8-1 Eattiy Joker, 10-1 
Bradbury Star, 12-1 M OTTMtow. 33-lPaahn 

FORMGUDE 

GaU Or hope ADOMBION BOTwaM prefer fiather bur he went off a twc-backed fimrartte 
forthe Tnptapnnt Gold Cup over course and rtstsnce six weeks ago and detaered, dveig 
lus usual sound Jumping dtepiay to beat Go Un i ver sa l sa tanging end, although 6fo h^v 
er here, meos this rival on identical terms. Before that, the nine-year ^ tal hampered »4>en 
Dotrita Flyer slipped and tofl approach ng three fences out. fintstMO wel to take third In 
the Mirph/s Gold C143 (2m 4fll0yds) here, beaten more than three lengths by Chal- 
lenger Do Luc. With a 38) adwrnage, the selection can turn the farm around with Mar 
fin Pure* chaqp - later a fafler In the Hennessy a Newbuy - and can mfce care of Dubin 
Ryer. Tun Forster's charge, who went on for an 18 length Huntingdon victory over Gales 
Cavalier, Is 8b better m wth Addington Boy but uouid prefer softer &ound. Bnubury 
star was smart hi its heyday and nis five course wins inchtte the 1994 Macheson off a 
9lb higher mart than todays but he hasm scored save and is dtfflcrtt to fancy hare. Mi 
OMMkrarwasaveiy decent novice but s mad tabtrtare a f te r fir Mailing tailed of aSandown 
havngfelen on Us reappearance at WetheTOy before that And he was beaten out of 
s&tttaAddtacon Boys race at AWree m March. Selection: ADDINGTON BOY 


2A5 



CLEEVE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade U £40(000 
added 2m 5f UOyds Penalty Value £25^40 

1133-12 CASJI£SNffi>PR (BF] (lac Vesrevl ONcirasorGlI8 A 

2311-11 LARGE ACTION (42) (C) [Dj (B T StBMVfttwfi 0 STenvcol 9 11 3 JOsbome 

9N814 UUSE(4q(C0)(MttErtor5etectnBLaI)DBawjThlO118 PHoflay 

P3RV54 PfQDMai (7) |C) [Jones. 0BS»* ad Fleet Panjwdgj) U Ppe 7 11 8 .. J7 Domnody 

14065 MGHTMN (7) (CWd taaregti R Hannon 7 11 8 NWBamsan 

-5 d e lta cd- 

BETTUffe 4-7 tags Arttan. 92 Cralto Smap, 6-1 Pridwl, 8-1 Mbm, 14-1 Rtot Me 
FORM SUM 

Champion Hunfia com&ndara Castle Sweep and LARGE ACTUM were due to meet at 
Ascot m November in the race won by Mora but both were withdrawn on the day be- 
cause of the good to firm (pound and It looks Bhe bang be plenty last enou^t for them 
here. Caste Sweep, so mpresme when winning at Chepstow (2m4fll0yds) on h® reap- 
pearance, ran a bimter over an inadequate ran mUes Mien beaten a length by Space 
Trucker in the Rghfing Fifth at Newcastle and the eara dtsaonce here will sut turn. Even 
so. Lar^ Action, ttrice placed ta the Champion, gane d ha thud courv win whan de- 
feaong Bknsey hrtf a lengm ta the Bula hare sa weeks back and was fa vrinner over half 
a furlong short o# today’s trip In 1994. Muse, a 32-tengtti fifth in Castle Sweep at Ctap- 
stow, was beaten 18 lengths into fourth by Large Action in the Bula. whfle PrttraH (who 
lost many lengths at the start was fifth and Rlg«t Win sttth. Selection: LARGE ACTION 


OOril PILLAR PROPERTY INVESTMENTS CHASE 
:±=J (CLASS B) £25000 added 3m If UOydB £11*775 

42D-S3 BARTON BANK (30) (C) Qte 1 Mcrttfi D Mchcten U 11 12 

1116-11 0tEMMt(3q(P)UHaiattGRlch»&91112 


401-141 yORXSffiEGALE|49(Q))(BflMfito}JQffod 11 116 

12P2F33 MA!ROMKK(70)(Q<GPD Wne)KBaAeyl0115 

-4dsetorad- 

BETTING: 2-7 Ora Hm, 4-1 Barton Bart. 18-1 YortoMre Gala. 25-1 Hartanidi 
FORM (BIDE 

Even fiwu0i he has not found ths a lucky course. ONE MAN is rnfftcuft co oppose- Gor 
don Rtahards 1 gey was becoen out of s^« when fsvoume tor the 1994 Sun Altanoe Chase 
and in finishing ssoh n last season's Gold Cup - Barton Bank fourth - but has bounced 
back as good as ever. One Man landed the odds at Watherty m November am ta the 
King George at Kempton on Boong Day. Barton Bank, a seven-fength second at the York- 
rttte track and a 21-tengrh fiwd at Kempton, can come out second best today. Mar- 
tontefc. ninnef-up ta iho 1994 Sun ABianco. msGSd loa season raid hasn't done anything 
In two starts fids season to suggest she wtil trouble the favourite, wrote Yorkshire Gala 
soutof Ins depth despite having shown a Mung fcr the course. Selection: ONE MAN 


O CCI '50 YEARS OF TTMEFORW NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS o £10500 added 2m 5f £7^21 


1 21-1113 POnHrSBAY(3O)(OWIMsJEPDilEr)DlttioSniB1110 . 


UlFll MPmiALVHniG£miCD)(OMIAManrakiKVenetBUMBtns7U9-N 
002-125 UtiaYRNnflT(S7)(Bn(ADWeAer)JGflonj8U6 


B threnody 


-BPorall 
Steer (5) 


2010-12 OJBHTUWSBUIff (USA) (42} (Usiaireft®! Casey B 130_ 

2211-32 THE MNE CAPDIM (9) (Gerald W Evans) 0 Shawm 10 ID 5 

PB811-F AFTBT7^FOX(44)(BF)lllBft»enBraJ4umi NHastelOlOO . 

504-310 CBAOtHG PROSPECT (4^ (Ms JGMdonJBMtotai 6 100 

4-03104 tAWZERAY(7 ) MbJE H ratorelMisJ HavMra9 100 DIM* 

-8 de cla red - 

Mninum we&n: 20a. True narefcapmj^ds: After The FW 9st lOtt. OacMgnospectBst XOfc La 
Hex&ySaSm. 

BETTWGf 94 teperfM Vtatoge, M Potert Bay. 7-2 lively Kstft, M Flfikt Uerteoant, 8-llbe 
Mae Captain, 12-1 After Tte F0^ 50-1 rttere 

FORMGUDE 

Imperial Vintage may not be the safest of jumpers yet has won efttt tries from 10 
suns this season - he fell at the Hist at Lercestor three outings agp and was runner-up 
at Worcester ta Oac«jer~andiwo of mose vans came round here. However. Venetu lAHtontf 
chai^ mighi find POTTER'S BAY too good. Potters Bay looked a useful chasing recruit 
vtaen wnwg his first three races rarer the bigger obstacles - at Wetherby. here and at 
Santown. True, he bkxted Ms copybook when favourite and ony third of four bertnd Green- 
back alter making several jumpers errors at Kempton on Bonng Day but he jumped flu- 
ently si hfc otter races, unfy Kni0it was al out m master Mister Drum by half a length 
when both made thek rtiasrag debuts at Huntingdon in November but that winner when 
on to take his nett two races. Jote GUfonrs erdrt-year-oid. left In front two fences out at 
Deter nett bme. was beaten a length by Gunda with a 10-tangdi gap to the third (yes- 
teidayfs Utuxeter wtaner Wild West Wind) but he could do no better than fifth to Whai- 
taaob when favourite at ToMcasrar five weeks afft. FBttrt Ueotenaafi, who won on the 
Flat for Richard HannraYs yard in his younger days, landed two hunfle races tea season 
and made a wArmmg fencing bow at Warwick in November, defeating Scottish Saner 17 
lenghs. He had his 1 ta rnati ons exposed when beaten a dozen lenghs by Golden Hallo at 
Doncaster sis weeks but nr^it db best of the othero with Rtttard Dunwoody hi the 
saddle. Selection: POTTERS BAY 


4v30 


Dl£ EQUINE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £7,500 added 
2m If Penalty Value £5^89 


1005-30 ITMtMBTIMCE(USA)(5D(BlMcGrataiNHendasqn8U12. 

21-4 ™EDW(3^(la«rHssjWlfldyHenies5U10 

1220-05 DRlSMT(35)(Pe(er EmBY]PHoDtE6118 

05050-2 KADASTROPmttolAPPemrtRDclon 7 116 

1122-33 CHKOflAM (60) (Q U F ktani) D Ndrolson S 11 S 

411360- SIAR8AGE(20Q(CO)UDa<ttAbellJLHarM7114 

4FRG65 N0NVBHACEOMP)(AiBnAtonijMChapnrai6114 

U84G RDU. A DOUAR (7) (KCo5ffila) D Elatath 11 11 3 . 


JlMsgtosB 

„DI 


210-254 RWRIHMIME(49) (CEQ (MtalichotofM Wfl4nsDrr9113 — 
0113-6 ABBEY SHEET @7) P9 (9 T SRWSfl-3KMH) 0 Sfinood 5 11 0 . 
U053-13 MOST EQUAL (39 (HeeruiUtflanfiM Ito 7109- 


..fif Ws tt igu H 

F Hotey 


12 524115 B0UKAR(S7)@aieBUBl>ited)RAIrtud5106 

13 2F21K3 MtBMAGtt^7)(TtatHTotMiRaniiadrta)l Fv 7 103 

14 4311-34 FORESTAL (43) (D) (S fi (MttE) 5 GrtfelS 5 ID 1 . 


I Ottsnw 

.BDraanody 
— SftyaiP) 
5 For 


Mr J Jokes 

..D Bridgwater V 


IS P5-4054 NA5HWJ£SINt(USA) (2)|D)fit)O(iMs(hettRMat»r61D0 
-15 teetered - 
Motaum mdffc 10st Trie fiantflafo arifft JMsfivte 5or 9s 26. 
BETTieSlCItateABlIMMtnL 7-1 Mast Bust, 8-1 MBmnde,»-lBalrer.l0-lTMto 
Abbey Street, 12-1 often 




« M 




; 28 



: 


sf 


lac 


ih 


ih< 


sport 


FIRST TEST: Pace bowlers let down Atherton as New Zealand easily avoid the danger zone 

England’s attack strays from target 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 


reports tram Auckland 
New Zealand 233-5 
v England 


It may not rank with the great- 
est blunders in Test cricket, 
but inserting the opposition 
and not bowling them out with- 
in a day does little to ease an ag- 
itated captain's state of mind 
Michael Atherton has often 
been accused of being churlish, 
but on this occasion even die 
Captain Grumpy in him could 
have been forgiven for turning 
nasty in the face of such extreme 
provocation from his wayward 
bowlers. 

In the end, he kept remark- 
ably calm despite the over- 
whelming sense of deja vu. 
Here, as in the Bulawayo Test, 
England began as if waking 
from deep slumber and sleep- 
walking their way through a 
morning session that included 
some of the poorest new ball 
bowling yet seen from this team. 
The England captain has been 
blamed for most thing*; this 
winter, but even he could not be 
held responsible for the mean- 
derings of Alan Mullally and 
Dominic Cork. 

- It was a puzzle and, given the 
pair's excellent efforts in the 
warm-up matches, it must have 
come as a rude shock to sud- 
denly become a by-word for 
sprayers and decorators. In the 
first hour, their bowling strayed 
so far from the usual channel six 
inches either side of off-stump 
that the New Zealand openers 
had to play at less than half the 
balls they received. Little won- 
der then that, by the 12th over, 
Atherton had turned to the 
spin of Philip Tufnell. 

Mitigating circumstances 
were few and, even though the 
the swing was inconsistent, it is 
still rare to find all three of a 
side's front-line bowlers - Dar- 
ren Gough included - off-colour 
at the same time. Perhaps there 
was not quite as much juice in 
the pitch as evetyone first 
thought: a theory later scotched 
by Lhe England coach, David 
Lloyd, who said that bowling first 
was a “bog standard decision” 
and that England “didn’t take 
advantage of that, and to a 
man we bowled poorly”. 

Lloyd said that he “stayed 
away”" during the intervals to 
‘let them get on with it" - a 
strange thing for a verbose man 
like die England coach to do 
and one that is clearly the ac- 
tions of someone frustrated by 
the naivety of the players in his 
' charge. Curiously, he also ad- 
mitted he had left the talking to 
England's part-time bowling 
coach and motivator. Ian Both- 
am. What the maestro said is 
anyone's guess but, if it was not 
communicated through a pair of 
Dr Martens, it was not nearly 
firm enough. 

Putting a team in to bat is al- 
ways a bold move, a risk based 
partly on guesswork (how much 



Open season: England’s Darren Gough can only watch the ball speed to the boundary yesterday as the New Zealand openers Bryan Young (left) 
and Blair Pocock run through the motions in the morning session at Eden Park Photographs: Chris Turvey/tmprcs 


movement the pitch provides) 
and partly on the hope that your 
bowlers will be m fine fettle. 
Neither occurred, though it 
would not be difficult to forgive 
.Atherton for making the deci- 
sion given that, one. he does not 
win the toss that often, and, two, 
he had just had Cork perform 
the kind of resurrection that 
even Lazarus would have been 
impressed by. 

Cork is a fine performer and 
his presence in New Zealand 
has definitely lifted his team- 
mates. In a way, maybe that was 
the problem and, by expecting 
him to run through the oppo- 
sition. the others perhaps sub- 
consciously reigned back. 

Of course, when wickets do 
not tumble, the opposite hap- 
pens and the urgency to make 
amends tends to overwhelm 


the basics, something Gough 
was particularly guilty of in his 
first spell when he became un- 
balanced from trying to bowl too 
fast. 

The beneficiaries of Eng- 
land’s wastefulness were New 
Zealand’s opening batsmen. 
Blair Pocock and Bryan Young. 
At Hamilton both had looked 
vulnerable to Cork’s oulswing. 
Here they looked remarkably 
assured and, when they were 
forced to play a stroke, it in- 
variably found its way to the 
third-man fence. 

Batting largely untroubled 
until lunch, they* shared a stand 
of 85 before Young was given 
out Ibw for 44 after being 
trapped clean in front of mid- 
dle stump by Mullally’s fine in- 
ducker. Ironically for the 
bowler, it was the very spit of a 


delivery that had earlier caught 
Pocock in front of his stumps off 
the 12th ball of the morning, but 
on that occasion the umpire 
Steve Bucknor had ruled 
against the Ibw appeal. 

It was the kind of good for- 
tune that Pocock, in his injury- 
interrupted Test career, had 
probably been waiting for, and 
after a cautious start he clear- 
ly began to enjoy the occasion 
and played several crashing 
drives on the up off Gough. 

After lunch England did find 
it in themselves to fight back, 
though they needed a slice of 
luck to gel rid of Adam Parorc. 
who was caught off Cork down 
the leg-side. Such dismissals 
are normally considered to be 
the height of bad luck buu as 
England had spent most of 
their time exploring this line. 


perhaps it was just reward for 
some grander plan. 

However unlucky Parore con- 
sidered himself, his departure 
was good news for all those in 
need of some uplifting cricket 
Stephen Fleming may be some- 
thing of an underachiever, but 
his languid strokcplay is such that 
it can tickle the beflies of salmon: 
a skill the left-hander pul to good 
use as he cut and drove with con- 
summate case before lifting an 
overworked Tufnell fur an ef- 
fortless six over mid-wicket 

While he was at the crease, 
England were forced to de- 
fend for Fear of haemorrhaging 


runs, a situation that eased 
when Gough brought Pocock's 
197-ball stay to an end with a 
classic yorker to the boot. 

Next to go was Nathan Astlc 
to a wild swish off Craig White, 
and when Justin Vbughan, a left- 
handed medical doctor, was 
palpably Ibw to Cork with the 
second new ball. England had 
clawed their wav back into the 
reckoning. That said, they might 
even have finished slightly 
ahead of lhe home side on 
points had Gough not dropped 
Chris Cairns, another of New 
Zealand's danger men. at mid- 
off just before the close. 


Scoreboard 



on the first day: Disciples of New Zealand’s mop-topped all-rounder Chris Cairns were not hard to spot at Eden Park 


England non toss 

NEW ZEALAND - First tnrtng* 

B A Voting Ibw b MuHativ 44 

ri41 min. 119 balk. 5 fours; 

B A Pocock tow b Gough — 70 

<786 min, 197 bafts. 8 fours) 

A C Parore c Stewart b CorK 6 

<47 min. 28 balk. 1 four) 

S P Fleming not out 58 

<181 min. 138 balls. 8 fours, 1 srxi 

N J Asile c Stewart b White 10 

<36 min. 25 balls. 2 fours) 

JTC Vau&ran ibw b CorK 3 

<34 rrvn. 21 balls) 

C I Caims not out 15 

<32 mm. 27 ba&s, 2 fours) 

Extras tb5 lb6 w2 nbl4» 27 

Total (for 5. 373 mm, 90 ovens) __233 
Fat 1-85 (Yoixig), 2-114 (Parore). 
3-193 (Pocockj, 4-210 lAstie). 5-215 
iVaughan). 

To bat -tL K Germon. D N P3t«. S B 
Doull. D K Momson. 

BowBn© Cork 21-5-53-2 (nb4) 1 5-0- 
17-0. 4-1-11-0. 7-3-11-1. 5-1-14-1): 


] Mullatty 18-6-33-1 (nb3 Wll 14-3-2- 
| 0. 7-2-19-1. 3-0- 7-0, 4-1-50); Goi&i 


20-3-5H (nb6) (4-0-10-0, 8-1-19-0. 
8-2-22-1): TUfnei 20-5-46-0 (3-1-5- 
0. 5-1-13-0. 12-3-28-0); WWte 11- 
3-39-1 tnb2) <4-1-17-0, 2-0-12-0, 
5-2-10-1). 

Progress: 50: 81 mm. 19 overs. 
Lunch: 72-0 fWurg37,R3cock 25) 29 
overs. 100: 157 mm. 36.4 overs. 150: 
233 min. 54.1 ewers. Tea: 154-2 
(POcock 54. Fleming 251 56 ows 200: 
304 min. 72.1 overs. New baO taken 
80.2 overs. 214 4. 

Pocock's 5ft 230 nun, 160 balls. 5 
fours. 

Fleming 50'S: 106 min. 89 bafts. 7 
fours, Isk. 

ENGLAND: NV Knight, *M A Atherton, 
tA J Stewart. N Hussan. G P Thome. 
J P Crawley. C Wwte. D G Cork, 0 Gotgh. 
A D MuBatfy. P C R Tufnell. 

Umpires: S A Bucknor and R S Dunne. 
TV replay isitoke: D 8 Cowle. 

Match referee: P J P Burge. 

Second test 6-10 February (Basin Re- 
serve, WsIBngtorv. Third Tost: 14-18 
February fLancaster Park Cnristchu’cbj. 
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TODAY 

Football 

Marches not on pears coupons; 

3.0 unless s&vxl 

iCtS LEAGUE Premier DMsion: Braney j 
MnLury. Carshairen H airo* Borough: 
CWitsey v Suae" Uift Daflennsm & FWbnajW 
v Yttjrt; Dufcwti Harriet v Purftfft: Grays v Ben 
ep's stonford: HcmSonvEnhett H<ich<nv6oci> 
ham wood: hrnfstqruan v Staines- (Mom Mv 
v readme S: Arams v HeyDntfSf- hk* dm- 
skm AbmgJon Town v Lcyw ftwart. Akta- 
3tKH Town V urnmaa?: Barton V WhytetoJfc: 
B JS m g anfce v ttWuflfyianr: BLfWwmsted v Can 
wy bund. QtMfcm \ foOTn-,5 Atotfum. Hamp- 
ton V Btwnor Re©« Maidenhead v Thame: 
MBMM V MoteMv: Walton £ Horsham v Bit- 
teway: Womens v Otesham. Second DMston: 
Bonsread v Cower Roar £ Romford: Barking v 
Ware: Chaifoni S*. Pl-ict , Dortvnfi cmshuni 
v Ertwm: Hcrref Hcnc^ead > Tiinny: Horsnam 
v Widvim: HijnC'jn.'nj » Eipac UramemexJ 
v taftitor: KWnxroi«an ftjscv » wemwey: 
Windsor & Iron v Bedford; Kc.ertwe v Hoc* 
neS. ThW DMstoic A.etey v Njrhfrv- East Thur- 
rod! v Cambertey: Hertford TrmK Homcrurcb 
■j Oapran: Lew» v NorthwaOd: 5oot*viii j Ep- 
som & Ewer: rtiiudrlonc v FWi»eii Hiram: 
Wingate & Fnchfoy v 

OR MARTENS HAGUE MUM DMstanCor 

bv v PaiSl Rangers Evesham v Sheoshed Dy- 
runo: oanpam v ReddiKtt: lltesfon i tw 
Green. RjcmcCia w.vkh* » Bit?, on: Raun- 
as. StaSord: Solihull Boroitfh •* Tamwnh: 
Startrufoe . PKhwe*: Sudan CcWhaW v 
wwi 1 ?; VS Rusty v HmcWcv T^wn. Southern 
DMsMxk EurW+wn T*-t Manure: Cm 
dervra . Uaann: Ehtft £ Betvedw v Dron.Ms- 
u?r. Fareham , HavarL Forest Ghjen Pmtrs t 
Basniey. frf-.-.cort b'A . OCvcAm: St Le-^ura's 
SLBTiacft v 'iafo: TwubfidSfl • Parttord: W.i- 
teftooviiii! . Fleet: WiStonruperVarp v Fish- 
er Alhtclic. W«e«0i“- “ Tonam^w. 

UfOBOND LEAGUE Ffort Dlvtom Ashton tJM 
k Dn>.«den: Ccnjjeior* v Gretna: 
ton v Bradford F^- Ayenuu. Eacwflod Tw 
v Leigh PT.'J. Fart-'r. Celts v WKWh; Great 
Hjnwoa .Wamnf jr: Hin gsw T wuir. Rad 
cute Bsmuttz L»3>n Ltd « Affrrtm LR Msher 
Feld v VVTv&i Bay; v rjiorc 

v StccXaCndfl?. 

WMSIONLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Croetenrun v 

Pamscote i?.15i. League Cup second 
round: Cartctbur. , TffitmJCL*: Dear .• Bxi - 
OThjm; fcwsa * SatM Cwn i J 4&i. 6r«n • 
»ch Bsjrar^y v Fcv-eflorv nvru •. L05:: H5ne 
Bp. '.vowwen »♦.:«: vCjrd-iar;: lotk«tc-- 
u srwawy il.A5>. rno.TC«-iead » Gray Wan 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rret n- 
rrtston: Tonn i Wvteh.'M^: His- 

v Oa-'-vwd. Lar -ra». S«r- r - . Shr-T-Tvon. 

Mile Gjir v Pa3:a~: sa 'cwn . Surfcs.- Kli. 


Seteev v Horsham >h.CA: Srwthwrtii v Arun- 
del: Tnrw Bridges v WMh. 

UtOSPORT UNITED COtMTIES LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DhrMon: Omtwrougi v Cocenrsoe: Ey- 
nestnev * S rewarts £ Lloyds Cod^-; Ford Scons 
* Surrtfjro: HulOcach v S rorttfo: Long Suc*- 
ty v Kemps) on; Mirrtees Blacfcaore v St IWa 
Newpon Papwn Norttv^nmon Smwkc-: 
Ponon V Soaw.np: Vtfellnrborocsh « Beraon 
Town: Woocon ^ aoime. 

SCREWRX DIRECr LEAGIff Plttncr OMstoc 
Sndport v Bdefoid: Bnsimjon v Taunton; Bns- 
tol Manor Farm vTomnplon: Caine v BacKweti; 
Elmore v Wcstbury; Odd Down v Chard; Paul- 
ton v Margmsfield: Tiverton v Chippenham. 
NOFTTMERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DMsion: Arnold v Berwr txrvtr, . 
Sheffield: Glx&houffiian v Asf.reM: Ha lam . 
kucknall; KaW-’Tii fcfam ✓ Brtg»- Lnetsecr.c * 
IhacMev: Mai Dm v CK^Ftt Albion: North Fmd- 
hv v P ui it t itiaec Oswr lour « armthorpe: Pu* 

NORTH WEST COUNItES LEAGUE First Di- 
vision: Burscouirn v Vjnc Road. Daiwcn . 
Blackpool Rnns: HOAcr Oh) Boys v Bocte 
Hmsptw v GLataop; Mcssteyr j VaiohaU GM: 
Newcasde Town v Si Helens: PncOTl * Adler- 
ian Coiiit-Tcs. flciiamoi'c v Earhwod Hanty- 
Sadord v Chadderton: Pcr-rth -.- Cufv.foe; Tf- U r. 
tan] j Nantwch, 

JCWSCW* WESSE X LEAGU E LjWMgai. PteE 
mouth RN: Afinjcructurwi v Dcwnan: Bif 
Spore: v Ando-jer. Boumgma,m fc : GociOT. 
Brod-erhim v Ter an. iirnsMiurcn • R-ee 
Sports; Cowes SdoRs -. Prre-rSicia: EaVJa^ 1 . 
v Putclum. Romscr t Whnchuici: v.-mbene 
i Eos Oowe-. 

JEW50N EASTERN LEAGUE Premer Owtstore 

Fehcttmc « SwEsm LVandei?ri; HaeieitTi i 
Bur, Tw.-n; Soram v V.njihpm; Stcr.yrrarws -, 
Bk: tiKrcc v Nctman-cL- ivamo.-s: . D* 
ten: wanon \ r^arah. League c«p quorter- 
flnat»: Gprirsujn v HrJon; Grr-u« (jrrrxG*' , 
Kivwnjt Har.wcft v IVc^en: ".■.cocc-r?,-- y k»:. 
-read 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE; 

Botdmem St Myduets * Pit-ho# Ohirrn:; 
north v Bfoxiwch; Chnclown , Srarfoni. 
Katnor.en Hamera v Shifnai; Hincijc-r 
V Kn.p«<ejr Vcona; OUbur. < RoarScr. P 1 * 1 
sou vaa V Barwi: (Wm . 1M0 MA. Ssixtv 
hrii v Sandfteii Boraurh; l*.vsf Uplands Ponce 
1 BW-ravtf. 

FEDERATION BREWERY WRIHERN LEAGUE 

Fim Ohisimn Bctfin&oo Temr-r, , Munm: 
B*fl(IUni Synthonij v Chns'er-^-?^ee:: 
Ctah-m 1 ftinyon FB; Ea»n^an i V.W Auck- 
land: RTV v GucWtort'. SeaForr. 

1 COnscn. SMaen .- Oj 3»; SlKrlm v Mjr. 
sc-h. fthevnarr: ,- lev. y.-mtov -.- ^jejin 
Srue^x. 

PRESS & XHIFtHAL HKJHLUVD LEAGUE: D- 

Ejn Or. v Na.m Count. : Fort 'Mam , Eu»«> 
Ihisue ,?c- Fmaertyni* . Bmra rtw~. 


Ue idi v De-.vnnva»j. L-:sae — o_— . Cm 
ftri.-'.-n: PbJm .- nO , Po'eT-eod 

McEWAfTS LAGER NORTH CUP Rrst-rountf 
replay: Cl»:hracur:e r 'errri '.Vychar.icj 
WELSH CUP Fourth round: Part 
Horywsr. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Abe-.:??.--*. . Omr.mv, 
Quay. Error Fer-> v fwmeran, C.vi—.ns'. r."t 
Cemaci 8a-. .-Ca— a-r*n. , Ban. 

Cor C-r>. UansarCffra-O . C.-.ir,tirar . j.Oi 
Porfimaeoe v imer Cac-ie-Tei c -rO r. :.30i. 
I an Pen ire , Phv* KirttWI . Cesar.-. 

BASS IRISH CUP Fifth round; Bofttlars y 
OdforfcGe: Bang?- 3?. vrwo: E.ran:.-. aod , 
Dundcia '• L&-. Sir:? T^-u.^-.m -.- rrjm'in 
15': C am.;. P ar-e-. . Ftt.Catrar*-. bn. 

fieJd; Cnisa#r _. ir-.-*^m : 'V.-a r.y a 
v Umj.dcv i2 15 • Dur ja-ny. , Lcnjgy, . 

En^'-jr , Pr-s-va- •; 15 , : gk^.w, 
t Ards: General . • -f-.- - L -rrn roa^h- 

PJowy • Or-.'JTI Prt . — o. r/yroi 

PortndCAP . VJ-P,-, o ^ 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF lRQAKD 
PiuiuIbt DivtUon: Crrr. C -. VietUlM 
1 T3i)i. Han-*, fa— C.-.-rn- . can, Oty 1 7 JO'. 

Rugby League 

SBKQff CHALLENGE CUPUM rant Lan- 

v-Ci , s>- L,rj , H^H ; j} 0 1 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE Premfor 

U»0w: Bc.rrT*. -. Le-f» M.n« C.Oi: Effe- 
menr j Hoir 1C.C . Fust DMsion: East- 
rrw -. AV-J.1 Sr Judrt .2.C1: Leigh E*: 
■■ C.O. TncirTfoll v Asnam 

l - , '- s * c ^«IDwtaIon;FieaTncrs:one Ama 
*** ■* T.-O ; ftov EarsucF. v Ee 

ties C.'J- Sn?» C-»s v fittoro ,r.a.. 

Rugby Union 

3.30 mi-r.i srvr-.’d 

HEJNEKEN EUROPEAN CUP FINAL 
BrhrevLeleener 


'a! Canif Am- 031,1 

PILKINGTON CUP Sixth round: Glouce^ier v 
Bmsn -3.0: Lrr*£yiScEE r »" -j rie.-cssae il.Or; 
HMuntshm 4 Cmerer) i 3 Ji; Oren j Sam 
!3.0': Podierham , Har«o-:3 iLlSii'.Val*. 
1 M-jseiey. 

CftlRAfiE CUIBS CHAMPKmSMP Nadon- 
al Leacne Three: E»rer ; wharfeCale 13.01; 
H*rosa»v Ftos-'yn Ran. . Ifr;-,. u«3>v Read- 
ing 13.Q’: Ivkv> ‘.Veisn v Or e-/ i2.15i: L«- 
ne-, v [jkTaijqci 1 S: He'c-i -2 0 : y fy-i. 

13.0': BatWh . Hr.-a - .": “ jliil -. Clifton Nb- 
ttooal League Four North; Ai=ahw v Uh- 
:.oru: Kwsera , P-e;ton G-wahgaoerK 
:.tanme«?* ■. ,2 13.; rijneaton 

* >vnC ^ : St«:-5xrd Bmr?taPiSctP-jn: Snwe- 
on-iiav 1 Wanssar: LVrrnngrjii PadcySarv 
■la! National Lwgoo Four south; Asians 

. B*?rr. Hi-. CarJ.^n*- . BaVfi£ Crrermlwn 
i’-Vanr-iiw-Vara. 'Wn.y ic-jflon Pan, 


■j-'j'. r««ri Wabron. , Hemf,. Pr.-mouth vhteti 
V.'yeon*e. Tat am . ««■ Poieo <r J5l 
SWALEC CUP Sixth round: Awravon v Ebo*. 
vale. Coerpiai/ ,- Llanelli- Crris. hays v M ? v 
biier/: Draas PmvA v ftir.?,t>mnver Ftdmmei 
4 Rmivpndd: LlvvJo^ Pyic; Newtastle Em- 
i,n •-■ G'farti Gccn: Pvn.^raip. .- Carmant-'n 
Ponr.-no-ji . Pen-x-'xJ: Phymnev -. Ire- 
ora-irt S.;vih W^ies Pr4ice j 
S wansea . Dunvam. V.tnVand . l'wadgmiaii. 
WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Second Drrtskxx: 
IHVA. iCara/ff mil- »• Bon.maen. 

SRU TENNENTS CHAMPKWSWP Promfor 
ft* DMsJocc eoreu^ymuir ,- iwtnu 
County Cume ■. Warsoncyns: Hawicv , he» 
ot ». FP; Jec-Firt-A Mefrose Premier LfiMio 
Second Division: Edmporgn Acaos , Ketso- 
Cteftow HK v Dundee HSFP: Gab Glasanv 
Acad:: Wki of ScoGand v &ggar Premier 
Loagoe Third DMsion: KjJrrampr> v Klus- 
selbuTfi: Beetles v SePnV; P-«cn Loo* , 
Vjbi&f. SiCTianS Mehta? FP . Oa sgui Sewn 
cm Promlcr League Fourth DMsion: Cor- 
florph <m •. Ayr Gtenrobies v HadOngr^n; 
HiifhCodiWiJanhjII v Gcircgruans; Langwim 4 
Grangemourh. 

INSURANCE CORPORATION IRISH LEAGUE 
Rrxt Dhtelon: 5a*ymena V STanren. 

Cdfege v Teienuro Co«ege; Garryowcn 1 ins- 
lonans; Lance gv/ne v Con. ConsWuCori; OW 
&*edere » Oumjamon: Ore V*&e/ v da Cres- 
amc ’roiAigLvycteT v Si Mary's College. Soe- 
ond DMMbik Oortait v MFC; Doftrtn v Been* 
PrwfiE^: Greystoncs v Sondav's Vrtfl; Malone 
v Deny. MonksJown v L'CC. St-cmts v Higrv 
held. 

CUffl MATCHES; fltifjiy v Ldughoorougn Shi • 
dunb I3.0i: West HartJepod « Warertoo (3.01. 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Hist DMedoro SrouiporT 

v Seeston (120>. 

NASTRO AZZURRO SOUTH Premier: AsWcrt 
•j Wrrraieaon: Bed-enrym 4 Wetangham; 
ajumemouth 1 High V) y«mbe. Fareham v 
Soencot Gore COirt v Ahcrorwn; Hjmostead 
£ Wcstrarister v Wo^ms Maidenhead v Old 
Km^tcxxans; Rchmonl r OW Wh Wfuane: Tun- 
Mdge v Ramgartiw; LVmohoster v 

Ciwiwaer. 

ADNAMS East Promiei. Camnndfe Urn « 
Cambridge Cirjr. Gheimrtord v Ip-^ich; tere 
hem v Peie rbcroegh Tijen- Peflcmdir; i, Ilford 
v Cofchesierr Susaory rBiihcosSrmfWd. 
DTZ MtOLAtOS P remiei . -J HM 

■jnCWm. Biarwvh v Uvj^borou^i SUKV-iits- 
Co«rav6r**Ci-.var«j- t Nor7iriiri Krm' 
lorwn A.racn , i,v:csi Vjarw. Haitnw 
v hiusa. 

NORTH Rrat Division: Ben Rhyddme 1 
yPff Wi. Harrogaid 1 Chester. Nnion , 
Forrnrjy: Ramgaifoa v r*men: Southcoi V Tm- 

PWhfC Swaime" «. Sheh«id aani-.er- 


SUNUFE WEST OF ENGLAND A SOUTH 
WALES Premier: Llan 4 Lun v Bristol Umr: 
Pymouin v Wes' on -super- Ware. Swansea v 
Clevedon; Taunton Vale 4 Barh Buccs: 
V/tbt church v Robinsons. 

TKY5 PORTS WOMENS THREE COUNTIES 
First DhMon: Cry c>< >>cford v West Wrmey: 
Famhjm Common vAmersham: Maalenhead 
4 Henley: Newbury v Reading; CMord Unrv. v 
Raneiagn: Sough v Milion Keynes: WoWng 
ham v BrachncB: Wycombe Rye v Sorming. 

Basketball 

BUDWQSER LEAGUE: Derby Storm v 
Sneffieto Sharte (7.301: Leostar Riders v New- 
casue Eafles i7.30): Manaiesier Gums v Oys- 
01 Palace 17.30); Heme/ & Watford Royals v 
Londcn Toners f7J0l: Worming Bears v leop- 
ards I8.O1. 

Ice hockey 

SU>ERLEAGUE: Ba5ir\gslo*e Brton v liaMHf 
Dovus (6.30i: N e w cfls ae Cobras ■> Manches- 
ter Sic*rn \6Ji3): Nrmmj?um Panthers v 
Brttomeil e«s 17.01; SnefheW ShMer; v Ayr 
Seorash EafleB |7.0). 

PRBMER LEAGUE: PeteraoiouUi Prates v So*- 
huS Bare (530), Svrmdoo iceLorct v Gakftord 
Flames i5.»i: Temrt T>en v Stouffi Jett (7 JO). 
NORTHERN PREMIER LEAGUE: CasUc<wa0> 
hnghn v Blackburn Hawks <6.01: Dumfries 
Viwigs v Fite Ryere 1 730i: Pnofov Pianis v Mu- 
rayfleio Royals li.Oi. 

Other sports 

ATHLETICS: AAA Moor Cham probes (Marjory 
Mocr Arena. BermnHtarrn. 

BOWLS: Worto Lnooor CflanpciWiips iPre 
SW1I 

5N00HER: Pe*)i Welsh 1 Newport!. 

SQUASH: Bitten Ovmpnn Wm iMnchcsten 

TOMORROW 

Football 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Barry v Caernarfon ,2 101 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 

Pt coder DMsioo: Bray Wjidw ere v f.t Pamc* s 

M'fctc '7 Oi: Stumrw Prw. v S»na Rowr^ 


Rugby League 


SUN CUT CHALLENGE CUP ThW roimt Bar 

TO y Snaai t3-Dr: Bj».\ fr-^cor L3 1 5*. c.r*s» 
» BRr. C.01: Dcnuaswr , Oufian <3 >)>: Ftsttrrr 

stone V Molduwn i'JJOl. HuttfcrsftfiU , East 

Lwsts r3 30 ); rtjj * UkJ- Lane i3.1Si, Hu* Kp 
v Ma-^tn.sj ,3 Oi: Hreiet a Woorron lUO) !■<**- 
^ « teima , 3 tr,. Lnfj, w w«(ian 51 Pat«*s 13 Oi: 

Pxhflair- v yVfWnTV Central u3 Or. Samian v 


BranvcvOO): w*efic*d w OvenJen r3U30i: wroe- 
noven v SKlrtau^i 12.0): UMnes v Ctryton (2.0'; 
Wortjnfjon « Thatto Hesih f3 0t. Ton, v DuAev 
Hit (3.0i. 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: London mm « 0u» CJOL 
EUROPEAN UOM C3TLNUL FraE Bo«|TO»i . C*. 

ires 12.0) fj» Bederu 

PAKWQTON CUP Shfti rontf: Saracwev WastB 

l3JKi. 

COURAGE CLUBS' CHAMPIONSHIP National 
Lwguo TwCfi RshmorW . ecdttTO 12.301. 
SWALEC CUP Sixth round: r*ath » ANKCyron 
(2J0»: Newport v Cardffl »2.3CTr 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Cartnod, v South 

«plo il30t: Guloford v Hounoiow »12 0»: Old 
l oUfTUonews v Otrawhury 1 1 Fteaany> v Ha- 
«m 12.01: SuHcn V Eaa GnraeM UJOt Ten 
dngyon » Bartord il2 Oi. Fbst Division: 

city of ftjtsmoim v fui <L30): c*km v Bra# 
Mds 1 iJtn, Dcncasn v Bomey iJJJl; Erirtjwan 
v BoumvUle < 130i: FaeOrsxS v Bjehans 1 LOi: 
GttuoestBrCdyvBoosmn 1UO1: Hariesfon Mat- 
pros v Men GvnAttana 12.0): Si AJtans v Co 
tcrd Ur* <2.0i: SiouipodvOdord Haoks 11301: 
Trojans » Lames I L 40); WwimncotbculLO) 

BasketbaH 

BUOWBSER LEAGUE: CtEsrer jeev Mandwder 
■Sums ip.Ot; Hwj, Be Eifv. v wermng Bears 
•c S ,: ? v,r ’ c * 3 v Th-vtss Va*n> Tigers 
1&301: BornirWvjfti Biieu y Hemei & Waooro 
Poyab '7.01. 

7-LJP TROPHY Quarter-final meend lap tart- 
an To»ws ' till v London Leopards i79i i7.0). 

foe hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE: Ayr Scomr-h Eafles v f fc t tuy - 
iL>m Patirwr, '63Ui. Bao-rM BKSvNevyesnte 
■>»ras if. O'. C.irddt Dm* » Shaffian Siwieis 
16 1),: (Amche-jcr Sivm „ Sasnssjohe Ban 
( 0 . 0 ). 

PREWSI LEAGUE hn^ton Hawtov Stoufli JvU 
'5.451. Medwc^ Bears v TeUwd Tigat i5.l£»: Pm- 
rertwromjt Prjtm v Sankm uusds Sft- 

1*4 Baa? v GurtSwa Haros i7 0) 

NORTHERN PREMIER LEAGUE: BlOCidMm 
<1 Dumfnft rO.Oi. CJcncnMOt 

ivoftns » Ta«Jey Oares c3.0r. Murrayfiea Roy- 
■*. v IMttin Wanrr-. if Jtt 

Other sports 

ATHLtnua; AAA War ChmuurJorj material 
Indw Aicna. Bnrimjom). 

BOWLS: WMI kda OiarrpionMiitrt (Proston). 
SNOOKER: Welsh iNwpofU. 

SQUASH: boroandivi IMonchcston. 


Radford puts 

spotlight on 
shortcomings 

asssrjsgrassff 

bid JUS! IB for £5 jm worth rf 


One of the innovations which af- 
fords the departing head of 
British athletics, Peter Rad- 
ford, reason for pride is the 
commercial partnership re - 
ccnily establshed between com- 
petitors and admirastrators- 

Under the new title of Con- 
cept Athletics, this 50-50 joint 
venture will attempt to gener- 
ate fresh revenue for a sport cur- 
rently in verv public disarray. 

When Radford appeared on 
a Channel 4 phone-m this week 
to explain why he had chosen 
this time to leave the sport, he 
made it clear that he felt he had 
taken it as far as he could 
against a constant undertow of 
dissent. 

It is, indeed, the concept of 
athletics which is at the heart of 
the matter. The main adminis- 
trators and elite athletes have 
embraced the professional 
ethos; the rank and file are mis- 
trustful of the new order, and 
angry that they 
appear to have 

been ignored. 

Radford’s 
position has 
been, at times, 
close to im- 
possible. He 
has had the 
task of trying 
to please all of 
the people all 
of the time, 
while having to 
point out that 
the British 
Athletic Fed- 
eration could 
not be expect- 
ed to fund all 
the way down to the grass roots, 
especially after losing £750,000 
in the last two years through 
falling television and sponsor- 
ship revenue. Radford was not 
helped by the fact that he did 
not have the common touch, 
and he failed to cany the 54- 
strong BAF council with him as 
he strove, in his own words, “to 
revolutionise the sport from 
top to bottom”. 

For as Jong as the current 
structure exists in the sport, 
none of the potential successors 
whose names have been float- 
ed- Mike Whirtingham, Bren- 
dan Foster, Dave Moorcroft or 
even Sebastian Coe - would be 
likely to do much better, even 
if they were minded to try. 

Roger Black, the Olympic 
medallist who has seen Rad- 
ford's task at close quarters as 
a director of the recently 
formed British Athletes’ Asso- 
ciation. has been dismayed at 
the experience. “If you are try- 
ing to run a multi-million pound 
professional business you must 
be free to do it Peter was 
working with an archaic system. 
Every three months he had to 
go back to the council knowing 
that they could vote him down 
or force him out of his job. 
That is not to say that the 
council members don’t care for 
the sport, but it means that the 
man in charge cannot make big, 
quick decisions.” 

It would be unfair, never- 
theless, to say that Radford 
leaves a sport in crisis. With a 



Radford: Carried the can 


National Lottery money tins 
year - which is likely to be well 
received - British athleocs is 
pnjceeding more in expectation 
than in hope. 

But even if the currents ap- 
pear to be taking the vessel in 
the right direction, there is a 
clear sense of anxiety aboard 
over who wfll take the helm 
when the captain departs. 

There is not likely to be a 

quick, straightforward re- 
placement for Radford- Wien 
he takes his leave of the BAF 
_ probably within a few weeks 
- to prepare for his new job at 
Brunei University, there will be 
an interim period where the 
BAF chairman, Ken Rickbuss, 
oversees the running of things 
while the management bopd 
raiffg the opportunity to review 
the structure of the sport. “We 
felt we needed not to be pres- 
surised into making any sudden 
or hasty judge- 
ments,” the 
BAF secretary, 
Matt Frazer, 
said “This is an 
opportunity to 
see what is 
right for the 
federation for 
the next five to 
10 years.” 

What looks 
certain is that 
the job of exec- 
utive chairman, 
widely seen as a 
Hawed model, 
will be discon- 
tinued. “It hasn’t 
worked,” Fraz- 
er said “With Peter chairing the 
management board as wefl as ful- 
filling his other roles, he had to 
cany the can for everything. We 
may have been asking too much 
of one man. Maybe we need to 
divide the job up.” 

A likely new arrangement 
would be for a chief executive 
to take responsibility for nego- 
tiating sponsorship and televi- 
sion deals, while a separate 
head of administration dealt 
with athletes’ services. 

Such an arrangement, Fraz- 
er concedes, might be more at- 
tractive to men such as Foster 
or Whittingham, successful 
businessmen who are current- 
ly wary of being drawn into a 
task that has demonstrably 
worn Radford down. “It 
wouldn't be as onerous as ask- 
ing one man to do both tasks," 
Frazer said 

Before any asking is done, 
however, there are some im- 
portant consultations ahead 
Next Thursday, the manage- 
ment board will talk to the 
chairmen of the regional asso- 
ciations, the spokesmen for the 
rank and file. 

There will also be discussions 
with the Sports Council, whose 
senior members have made it 
very clear that sports expecting 
large sums of public money 
through the new World Class 
Performance programme must 
be seen to be efficient 

At this vital time for British 

S iorts funding, the Sports 
Ouncil can call all die tunes. 


Ladejo follows 
decathlon trail 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


With the world indoor trials 
coming up in Birmingham in two 
weeks' time, this weekend’s 
AAAs indoor championships 
at the same venue have dimin- 
ished in importance in some ath- 
letes' eyes. Bui there will be a 
number of top-class performers 
in action pursuing their own 
agendas for the season, and 
none of ibcm is likely to be as 
nervous as Du’Aine Ladejo. 

The European 400 metres 
champion of 1994, whose 
Olympics last summer were 
undermined by a viral infection, 
has taken a giant leap of faith 
into another event this season. 
He will race his first indoor 60 
metres today as pan of his 
preparations for the decathlon. 

Ladejo had already become 
disenchanted with the 400m at 
this time last year, but he only 
turned his mind to the challenge 
of 10 events after talking on the 
plane back home from Atlanta 
with Tessa Sanderson, the 1980 
Olympic javelin champion. 

“Du’Aine had been pushed 
towards the 400m when he was 
at college in the States,” said 
Tony Hadley. Ladcjo’s coach. 
"But when Tessa asked him 
what his Bret love was in ath- 
letics, he recalled doing all the 
throwing, jumping and running 
events as a youngster.” 


“When he told me after At 
lanta that he wanted to do th< 
decathlon, I admit I was sui 
prised. But after five minutes 
was excited. I’ve never coache 
a decathlete before. It will be ; 
steep learning curve for hin 
But the guy has got enormou 
guts and courage to take sue! 
a decision. It would be pie in tin 
sky to think he could do a fill 
decathlon this year. We ar 
looking more towards 1998.” 

Ladejo, who ran 6.71see in : 
wind-assisted outdoor 60m h 
South Africa this week, is re 
ceiving specialist training b 
the pole vault, where he ha 
cleared 4.60m, and from thi 
Olympic silver medallist Stevi 
Backley in the javelin. 

Ladejo wfll be more con 
cemed about getting a goot 
start than anything else, but thi 
opposition in today’s 60m is for 
midable, including Colin Jack 
son, the world high hurdle 
record holder who is aiming fo: 
the 60m/60ra hurdles double a 
the world indoor ebampi 
onships in March. 

Also due to run at the Na 
tional Indoor Arena are Jasoi 
Livingston, the 1992 Europeai 
indoor champion who has re 
centlv returned after a four-yeai 
drug ban, Darren Braitbwaite 
world indoor silver medallist ir 
199S, and the local ninnerM2« 
Rosswess, who has won this ti- 
tle for the last three years. 
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Tigers hunt 
European 
domination 


Chris Hewett says 
Leicester can triumph 
in today's final of the 
Heineken Cup 


THE HEINEKEN EUROPEAN CUP FINAL: FOUR MATCH WIN NERS 




John Major and his friends 
may find it convenient to put 
Continental co-operation on 
the back-burner for the next few 
months, but at least one noto- 
riously conservative arm of the 
governing class has finally come 
to realise that there is more to 
Europe than beef bans, fishing 
quotas and Jacgues San ter. 

British rugby is now so deeply 
in love with the idea of cross- 
Channel competition that it 
will be no surprise if the play- 
ers are paid in Ecus next sea- 
son. The cloak of suspicion 
that almost smothered the 
Heineken European Cup at its 
outset four months ago has 
disappeared: the English and 
the Scots, initially so dismissive 
of a venture that went ahead 
without (hem last year, now 
swear by its name. 

The tournament has refresh- 
ed pans of the northern hemi- 
sphere game that no amount of 
tinkering with domestic league 
structures could hope to reach. 
As a result, the Heineken Cup, 
which celebrates its climax to- 
day when Leicester face Brivc 
in Cardiff, will be expanded next 
season, probably to incorporate 
a home-and-away element into 
the pool phase. 

Roger Pickering, the tour- 
nament director, has yet to 
agree the precise format with 
the six unions involved next sea- 
son, but he made it dear yes- 
terday that the Heineken was 
now considered by the movers 
and shakers of European rug- 
by to be pre-eminent. “There 
were initial tithing problems 
but we accept that we serious- 
ly misjudged the appeal of the 
competition. 

“By and large, the crowds 
have been excellent, and when 
you take on board the fact that 
almost she million people 
watched the Leicester-Toulouse 
semi- final on television, you start 
to get an idea of the impact.’” 

If anyone deserves the cred- 
it for conjuring a world-class 
dub tournament from the ash- 
es of mismanagement - it was 
not until the quarter-final stage 
that the organisers hammered 
out a belated broadcasting deal 
with the BBC - it is the players 
themselves. 

There have been minor clas- 
sics at every turn - Bath v Dax, 
Pau v Leicester, Brive v Harle- 
quins. Cardiff v Bath, Leicester 
v Toulouse - and when Bob 
Dwyer, the Tigers coach, says 
the competition bears compar- 
ison with the Super 12 south of 


the Equator, he is not being nice 
for the sake of it. 

“If you pressed me, 1 would 
say that the Heineken is just be- 



say 

European performers could 
survive quite comfortably in 
the lower reaches of the rival 
tournament down south." 

Dwyer’s fellow Australian 
and Leicester coaching col- 
league, the former Wallaby 
lock Duncan Hall, is equally 
impressed. “1 worked with 
Queensland in last year’s Su- 
per 12, when we reached the 
semi-finals. The standard was 
incredibly high, but 1 have to 
say that the excitement this 
tournament has generated is 
way above anything I experi- 
enced in Brisbane. The whole 
of Leicester is alive at the 
prospect of the match." 

It is appropriate that the fi- 
nal should be contested by the 
only unbeaten sides in the 
competition. Unlike most of 
the more fancied runners, no- 
tably Bath and Toulouse, both 
Leicester and Brive managed 
significant victories away from 
home - the Tigers in Pau and 
the Frenchmen in Belfast. 

The parallels between the 
two are striking: Leicester have 
scored 174 points in six match- 
es, Brive just seven fewer, the 
Tigers have run in 21 tries com- 
pared to their opponents' 17: 
Rob Liley, the Leicester goal- 
kicker until Dwyer handed the 
job to his brother John at the 
semi-final stage, is his dub's 
leading scorer with 62 points. 
Ouistophe Lamaison is Brive's 
No 1 accumulator with 62 as wefl. 

Two obvious factors stack 
the odds in Leicester’s favour. 
Their line-out, with Martin 
Johnson in such Olympian form 
at the front, is likely to be the 
dominant feature of an other- 
wise even forward battle. More 
importantly, the Tigers can rely 
on huge travelling support; 
there will be no I’esprit de 
clocher (the spirit of the bells) 
for Brive to draw strength from 
today, and that could prove their 
undoing. 

NEVKKEN EUROPEAN CUP HKAL (Caitiff 


Aims Parti; 230 pm todnfc Ufcastar J Uiay; 
S Hockney. WGnwwood. S Potter, R Under- 
wood: R Uey. A Healey; G RMrtfee. R Coek- 
enl. D Garform. M Johnson. M Poole. J Weis. 
D Rtctante (cap), N Beck. RttWnuum i U. N 
Malone. A Ksdoon. N Hasher. E Mar. L Uoyo. 
P Freshwater, D West 

Brim: S Vara: G Fafare. C Lemason, D Ven- 
dOi. S Canatr A Penaud (cape, P C&Eormeau; 
D Caaadei. L Trailers, ft Creepy, E ASeaw. G 
Robe, L Vtei der Unden. D BUxresei, G Kata la. 
Repteeamanta: S Bonnet R Pa**, c Hetmans. 
T LabnxGse. A Rees, E Bout Y Dorm. 
Referee: D Beran (Wares). 



Dean Richards: Folk hero 


Austin Healey 

There remains an anti- 
Healey movement in the 
higher echelons of the 
En^ish game, a band of 
critics who inset that the 
23-year-old Liverpudlian 
wing's reincarnation as a 
sctum-half is not yet 
complete. But it is a 
dwindling school of thought 
Healey's scalding pace and 
supreme cover defence 
have carried him onto the 

England bench for next 

week's Calcutta Cup match 
anditwillbendsuipnseif . 

he is capped before the end 

of the Five Nations’ 
Championship. Only his 
passing under pressure is 
suspect and he can e&ecta 
serious examination from 
theteak-tougi Phifippe 
Carbonneau today 

Alain Penaud 

The French No ID shirt has 
been in the hands of the 
hoi-polloifbrso tong that it 
is something of a culture 
shock to see a Woe-Wooded 
rugby aristocrat performing 
the pivot role. Penaud. 
captain of Brive and a key 
figure in his country's Five 
Nations campaign, plays 
with such high-born 
nonchalance and classical 
poise that, on a good day, 
the phrase “world class" 

seems not only a fair 
description but the only 
one. That, though, is on a 
good day; on a bad one, 
Fenaud can fall apart in 
spectacular fashion while 
appearing strangely 
unperturbed. He says he 
has matured as a player. 
Leicester will test that 
assertion. 

Dean Richards 

It is best to let Bob Dwyer, 
the Leicester coach who has 
worked with more than his 
fair share of modem rugby's 
legends, to paint the picture. 
‘Dean isjusta very, very 
good rugby player; he has 
fantastic skills, phenomenal 
co-ordination e nd great 
hand speed in taking loose 
ball away from opponents. I 
didn't quite realise when ! 
arrived at Leicester that he 
possessed those skill levels 
and ifyou combine them 
with his great knowledge of 
foe game, you have one 
formidable competitor." If, 
as Dwyer believes, the 
quality of a Richards 
performance rises to match 
the level of competition, the 
Tigers can bank on a mighty 
display from thek folk hero 
No 8. . 

David Venditti 

Wren you're hot, you're hot 
Venditti has been In 
wonderful nick an season 
and, wonyingjyfbrthe 
Tigers, his performances 
have become more electric 
since Christmas. His' . 
scything solo try from centre 
against Cardiff swungthis 
month’s semi-final •' 
irrevocably towards Brive 
and hishat-trickfrom the 
left wing In Dublin last 
weekend gave France a far 
more comfortable victory - 
over Ireland than was- 
justified by their collective 
display. Venditti returns to 
rhidfieW and will launch his 
skills from the solid bse 
provided byChristophe 
Lamaison. Stuart Potter . ' 
dare not misjudge a single 
tackle.",.'.' 



David Venditti: Electric performances Photographs: Dave Rogers/Allsport 


Bristol’s battle for pride 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Bristol may be the poor cousins 
of West Country rugby these 
days -two current England for- 
wards are no guarantee of First 
Division survival - but they 
need sympathy like the prover- 
bial hole m the bead. Particu- 
larly when that sympathy 
emanates from Gloucester. 

Richard Hill, the former Bath 
scrum-half and current coach of 
a resurgent Cheny and White 
side expected to nip Bristol’s 
PQkmgton Cup campaign in the 
bud at Kingsbohn this afternoon, 
raised a few local hackles yes- 
terday by admitting: “I realty do 
feel sorry for them. 

“We endured a long losing 
spell earlier in the season and 
I understand exactly what the 
Bristol players and coaches are 
going through. We snapped out 
of our defeat mode and maybe 
they will too, but we can only try 
to ensure that their unsuccess- 
ful run continues.” 


Armed with seven interna- 
tionals, including the England 
tight forwards Mark Regan and 
Simon Shaw, Bristol look com- 
petitive on paper. But seven 
league defeats on the bounce 
compares horribly to Glouces- 
ter's six straight victories and the 
last thing Martin Cony’s dys- 
functional outfit need at the mo- 
ment is a white-hot cup derby 
against a form side. 

With Leicester’s big-gun tie 
at Bath pal back a fortnight be- 
cause or this afternoon’s Hei- 
ne ken Cup final, the weekend's 
classiest Pilkmgton encounter is 
likely to be found at Enfield to- 
morrow when Saracens, high as 
kites after winning a capital der- 
by against Harlequins last Sun- 
day, take on their north London 
neighbours. Wasps. 

It will be instructive; the the- 
ory that Michael Lynagh, Fran- 
cois Pienaar and the other senior 
overseas signings might disap- 
pear into their bank accounts 
when the going got lough was ex- 
ploded in die Quins match and 


Wasps will have to play better 
than of late to survive. 

Quins go to Rotherham, of the 
Second Division, without their 
xnosr experienced international 
front-rowers, Jason Leonard and 
Keith Wfood -Leonard's absence 
means an afternoon's captaincy 
for a certain Will Carling - but 
the Yorkshiremen have virtual- 
ly conceded defeat “Looking at 
it realistically, Quins will win 
while we extend our learning 
curve," Steve Cousins, the Roth- 
erham coach, said. 

Three top-flight Welsh sides 
will make an early exit from the 
Swalec Cup this weekend. How- 
ever, today's all-First Division 
games between Swansea and 
Dunvant and Caerphilly and 
Lianeffi are overshadowed by the 
derby at Rodney Parade tomor- 
row, where Cardiff take on their 
ancient rivals. Newport Richard 
Goodey, the Newport captain, 
las declared himself available de- 
spite a rib injury. “Cardiff is the 
one and I have no intention 
missing it,” he said. ■ 


a 


JOIN THE DEBATE 
ON RUGBY’S 


Rugby union is emerge ... 
from monthsofformpilas 
it starts. to cope with .the. ; 
challenges of the new 
professional era. The . - ' V 
future, however, • remains ' 
uncertain and the ^me .1 ' 
feces important decisions 
over its future. . 

A Seminar in London next 
month will offer everyone 
within the sport, from 
players and coaches to • 

admininistrators and fens, a 
chance to discuss the state 
of the game. 

Theseminar, organised by 
RugtyNews magazitiejh 
association with yj " c • : - 
The independent and SBC 
Warburg, will be held at file 
QE2 Conference Centfe, - .. 
Westminsteron Friday 28 . 

February. . . . X 

Entitled “Rugby'-® Future- 


a disqussion on the state bf- 
: thegam^.thesewnarvsrRI. 

; be attended by leading: 
figures throughtxitthesport.' 
: L~ Speakersyrifl jnchideNicic. 
Fatt-Jorres.'thefbrmef ' “ *:'• 
Australia captain;Tpriy, 
.Hallett. the secretary ofthe 
RFU; Clrff Morgan, the ' \ 
legerKferyformer.BrltishUoo 
and Wales international; and 
Dan Rooney, President of ; 
the Pittsburgh Stealers • 4 
American fbotbaH club. 

• A registration fee of •• 
£29.50 includes mid- 
momlngcoffee, lunch aqrcl 
r aaernoaTteafQjEd^^!^ " 
The seminar wrilfsfert at ; 7 . 
'.9.15 andconcltide at - - 
.atiproxirhafiety5.3Qor6.Q0.' 
'••••' For1urtherJn.formation \-: :' 
write to: Vicky Kaye, Raj^y' - 
-News, 7-9Ratt}6or)e Street, 
London, VW.P.1A5 V-': 


Springbok 
Stewart takes 
to the tartan 

Scotland’s selectors have sprung 
a surprise by bringing in the 25- 
year-old South African Lee 
Stewart for Scotland Develop- 
ment XV*s match against 
tourists Otago at Bridgehaugh 
in Stirling on Tbesday. 

The strongly-built flanker, 
6ft 3 in and 16st 71b, has a Glas- 
gow-born father and joined 
Glasgow Academicals this sea- 
son. “He was fed up with the 
crime in Johannesburg,” said 
team manager, Roger Baird. 

Stewart represen ted the em- 
erging Springboks in 1995 and 
was in the Transvaal Super 12 
squad as the understudy to 
Francois Pienaar. He gets his 
chance because of the unavail- 
ability of the London Scottish 
flanker Simon Holmes, who 
would have filled the openside 
berth. The other unavailable 
players were Alan Watt of Cur- 
rie and the Wasps pair. Dami- 
an Cronin and Aron James. 

Teams, Digest, page 31 


Siddal lead amateurs’ charge 


Ri^by League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

A number of amateur sides 
with realistic hopes of advanc- 
ing to the next stage take on the 
professionals in the third round 
of the S0k Cut Challenge Cup 
tomorrow. 

Although the r uling that am- 
ateurs mist always play away at 
this stage militates against 
them, there are sides in action 
who could emula te the feats of 
West Hull, who reached the 
jmh round last year. Barrow, for 
inst ®K»,willnot be looking for- 
the visit of Siddal from 
the Pennine League. Barrow, 
the Cup winners in 1955 and 


. finalists four other times, had 
72 points put past them in a 
friendly against Workington 
last week, while Siddal’s form 
in the league and Cup has 
been impressive. 

Nor will Leigh, winners at 
Wembley in 1971, be able to re- 
lax against Wigan St Patricks, 
who, apart from their perma- 
nent role as the game’s most 
abundant nursery, are well 
placed to win the National 
Conference this season. 

The most poignant occasion 
will be at Widnes, where the 

Cupkim^of the TOsand SOswfl] 
begin their campaign in a half- 
demolished stadium against an- 
other Penoine League side, 
Oayton. Naugbton Park is in the 


throes of rebuilding, as indeed 
are Widnes, with three new re- 
cruits from New Zealand - Bri- 
an Jellick, Boycie Nelson and 
Ben Lyihe - in their squad. The 
match will kick-off at 2pm as the 
floodlights are among the struc- 
tures to have bitten the dusL 
Paris St-Germain have suc- 
cessfully come through a pre- 
season trial by beating the 
Penrith Panthers reserve grade 
side, 18-16, in Sydney. The 
Paris coach. Peter Mulholland, 
said he was “greatly encouraged 
by the performance of a side 
with hide experience of playing 
together". Puis, who employ 
mostly Australian players, wiD 
fly to Europe on Tuesday to be- 
gin their preparations for the 


fourth round of the Challenge 
Cup. the draw for which will be 
made on Monday. 

The London Broncos yes- 
terday gave a first game to six 
new signings - Paul Smith. Josh 
White, Robert Beazley. Matt 
Dunford, Roger Best and Matt 
Nable - against a Mackay Se- 
lect XIII in Queensland. Lon- 
don, who have been training in 
Queensland for most of the win- 
ter. are also giving trials to 
Shelton Davis, an American coL 
lege football player. 

The Bradford Bulls’ captain, 
Robbie Raul, has been called up 
by New Zealand for the World 
Nines in Townsville next week- 
end, replacing his brother, Hen- 
ry, who has a shoulder injury. 


Craven returns to speed up 
Giants’ flight in jet stream 


Basketball 


RICHARD TAYLOR 

Danny Craven returns tomorrow 
after a seven-month lay-off as 
Manchester Giants try for the 
second time in five days to stop 
Chester Jets’ runaway form at the 
top of the Budweiser League. 

Craven, 24, made only 15 dub 
appearances last season and ted 
knee surgery in July. His return 
has forced Joe Whelton to 
reshuffle to fit Craven under the 
salary cap. After releasing the 
former Eng land international 
Dave Gardner to accommodate 
his new signing. Colin Irish, 
Whelton has now released Pe- 
ter Deppiscb and Paul Boden. 


On Wednesday Giants lost 
72-63 at home to Chester, the 
night after Jets reached the first 
major semi-final in the dub’s his- 
tory by beating Thames Valley 
Tigers in the 7-Up Trophy. 

Dwayne Morton, who played 
for the NBA’s Golden State, 
makes his debut for Newcastle 
Eagles at Leicester City Riders 
tonight. Riders' English centre 
Andy Betts has returned to his 
American university after help- 
ing the dub into the last four of 
the Trophy with their midweek 
victory over Birmingham Bullets. 

London Towers will join 
Leicester, Chester and Sheffield 
Sharks in the semi-finals if they 
defend a 32-point first leg lead 
at home to Leopards tomorrow. 


WILL THE UP’ARDS 

or DOW’ARDS 

MANAGE to SCORE 

A GOAL FROM 
THE RIVER ? 
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FOOTBALL: Despite enduring shattering disappointments with Sheffield United and with his current club at 
Wembley last summer, Crystal Palace’s ebullient manager is still up for the fight. Glenn Moore reports 

hounded by bad memories 



O pinions are divided on Dave 
Bswsett. As one manager said 
recently: “Some people think: 
'lliat Dave Bassett, he's a good man- 
ager. He took Wimbledon from the 
Wurth Division to the First Division.' 
But other people sav: *Nah, he's rub- 
bish. His teams play all that Iont*-baI1 
bollocks'." 

Aficionados of Bussctl-speuk 
might have guessed already that the 
speaker was Bassett himself earlier 
thus month. He was just the same 
when we met up at Crystal Palace's 
Mitcham training ground this week: 
uncomplicated, unrepentant and, 

at present, under-achieving. 

il is lfj years this weekend since 
Bassett look up management and, af- 
ter six promotions, he might have ex- 
pected lo be in the Premiership. Had 
Palace, rather than Leicester, scored 
in the last minute of extra-time in lust 
season's play-off final, he would be. 
Instead he has to be content with 
managing a Palace side which, hav- 
ing scored goals by the half-dozen 
in the autumn. Is now' slipping in the 
First Division promotion race. One 
win in the last 10 matches has left 
them languishing in eighth place. 
Today, however, the league is set 

‘There was a bit of 
action going on, a 
bit of kicking. You 
live by the sword, 
you die by it’ 

aside as Crystal Palace visit Leeds for 
an FA Cup third-round replay. For 
a predominantly young team it will 
be a test of cu.i racier. but they need 
look no further than Bassett for in- 
spiration. It was at Elland Road. 22 
years ago today, that Bassett had a 
leading role in one of the great FA 
Cup ties. 

Leeds were then the League 
champions. Wimbledon were inthe 
Southern |now Dr Martens] League. 
They had already won at Burnley, 
then of the old First Division, with 
Bassett marking Leighton James - 
“he got kicked up in the air a few 
limes". Then thev held Leeds in front 
of 46.230. 

"This is the first time I've been 
back there in a cup lie." Bassett said. 
“It was a great atmosphere, intense 
but enjoyable, even if our 200 fans 
were outnumbered, it was one of 
those moments you look back on as 
a non-Lcaguc player." 

.After N2 minutes of increasingly 
physical stalemate. Bassett brought 
down Eddie Cray in the box - “a per- 
fectly legitimate' tackle, about neck 
high. Incredibly the ref gave it." he 
said. “Dickie Guv saved and it made 
him famous." he added, “but he nev- 
er even thanked me. He went on 
Match of the Day. pocketed a £500 
appearance fee. and kept it.” 

They replayed at Selhurst Park in 
front of 45.7t U. If anything, this game 
was even naughtier. Leeds having 



Main picture: Dave Bassett at the Crystal Palace braining ground. Inset: Bassett protects his goalkeeper, Dickie Guy, as Wimbledon hold Leeds United to a 0-0 draw at 
□land Road in the FA Cup fourth round 22 years ago today. This afternoon Bassett takes his Palace side to Leeds for a third-round replay Photographs: Peter Jay/Colorsport 


been upset by some of Wimbledon’s 
post -match quotes. There was a 
huge punch-up after about 15 min- 
utes and later on Bassett copped an 
elbow from Joe Jordan-"! deserved 
it, I flew off at the mouth once too 
often." He and Jordan are the only 
two still Involved in League man- 
agement from that tie. 

“They were two very physical 
games. They had [Johnnyl’Gfles. [Bil- 
ly] Bremner and [Terry] Yorath in 
midfield, and there was a bit of ac- 
tion going on. a bit of kicking. But 
you live by the sword, you die by it. 
You gave it. you took it." 

This time Bassett gave away an 
own-goal. “It was a shot from Giles. 
Il was not a great one and I heard 
Dickie call. I tried to get out of the 
way but it hit me on the kneecap.” 

The modem Leeds are no angels 
-witness the mass protest that pre- 


cipitated Bruce Dyer's penalty miss 
m the last minute of the first match. 
But Palace, too, have had a couple 
of dust-ups recently, a brawl at N"r. 
wich which is the subject of an FA 
inquiry and some argy-bargy between 
team-mates Andy Roberts and Dean 
Gordon last Saturday. 

“Sometimes people say your side 
don't show enough passion', then 
when they do it’s 'hold on’." Bassett 
said "Andy’s upset. Dean's upset, 
there's a few words and for a few 
moment its a bit tricky, but they 
didn’t whack one another. It's like 
when you're married, your missus has 
a go at you and someiimes you snap. 
That's human nature, you're not go- 
ing to change lhaL 

"At Norwich it was two minutes 
from the end and there was a skir- 
mish. There was puching and shov- 
ing but several players were irying 


to break it up. No one walked away 
with a cut eye or claret all over them. 
Football's an emotional game. 

“As for Leeds, well, the referee was 
a bit indecisive but Bruce had already 
scored one. To be honest. I've always 
maintained if ever a side of mine got 
two penalties in a game I would 
change the penalty taker - but that 
is the first time it has happened and 
I'd forgotten about it. 

“I thought we played weli the first 
game. Leeds started very well, they 
out-muscled us. then after 20 min- 
utes we started to come to terras with 
iL I thought we dominated the sec- 
ond half and deserved to win. It's in- 
timidating up there but it's a 
winnabJe game." 

Bit of a shock, that last paragraph 
- how often has a "Harry" Bassett 
side been “museled-out”? Bassett's 
teams have usuallv mirrored a 


playing career summed up by the ref- 
erence. in Wimbledon - A Complete 
Record, to Bassett being "the worst 
disciplined player”. This in a season 
in which Wimbledon once had so 
many suspensions they could not 
raise a substitute. 

The Norwich brawl apart, things 
have changed. When Bassett arrived 
at SelhursL many Palace supporters 
feared the neat passing side devel- 
oped by Ray Lewington would be 
sacrificed for a long-ball game. 

"A reputation goes before you.” 
Bassett said. "It amazes me thni peo- 
ple think; ‘He can only play one way*. 
When I first took over at Wimble- 
don in the Fourth Division we played 
the sweeper system. We passed the 
hall about. I changed the tactics be- 
cause I felt it would suit us better - 
and so il proved. 

“You adapt. 1 couldn't play long- 


ball with these players if I wanted to. 
they arc not equipped for it. 

“Not that there Ls anything wrong 
with it. Why not be proud of what 
you arc doing, if you are being suc- 
cessful and the’ fans are happy? 
People say it's not in vogue now but 
there are several sides playing it. 
Wimbledon still play long ball and 
are vc iy successful with it. Leeds play 
long hall. 

“ 1 f the fiins are not happy you have 
to adapt it. but who's to say whether 
you should play with sweepers, a back 
four, a long’ hall game, passing 
through midfield. There is no one set 
plan That is successful: il there was 
cveiybody would do it." 

Bussell, who looks considerably 
younger than his 52 years, left Wim- 
bledon in l^S? and. after an unhappy- 
spell at Watford, spent eight years 
with Sheffield United. It was there 



MAJOR WEEKEND FOOTBALL FIXTURES AND POOLS CHECK 


'TODAY 

3 0 infess sf3l&? 

FA Cup fourth round 

Second Division 

10 Btahpool v Millnad 

11 Burnley v Preston 

- Brtaoi Cify v Bournemouth 

Unffiond League 

Premier Division 

32 Alfft-ion v Manner 

33 Harro-.v v Rurwwn 

- Brecon v Alloa 

- CJyrfc v S! Mirren 

- Dundee v Quwn o( the South 

- Dunfcmume v l?ois County. 

45 Falkrrt. v Bcrwri 

1 Brniingrum v StdO-port 

3 Camse « SwffitW Wednestev 

- Dtrty v Aston Villa 

4 Erertun v Bradford Op, — 

5 Hednestord v tfuMes&si^S 

laf fimeraoe SEaUjum. MUdVaicugfi, 

- Rothemafn y c raw 

- ShrewIxiivvPfffiitiorougr 

- WafcKHf v Notts County 

- VAnete v vc*v 

Third Division 

35 Burton v BE hop AuOlanrt 

36 Cotayn Ba> v Culjekn .... 

37 Emtoy j kruLKlev 

38 GaivdMiGiitfi v Cnwk% 

- H-,tto v Ftfci-K^' 

- hearts v Coi«H.wvitIi 

- Imcmo:* Cal rtfeiie v H-wnilion 

- Kilmarnock v Eosl SfillinC 

46 PjW* n»silo v Mdhcmefl 

47 Ouccnk Park y F.VJ File 

48 v St lohnMoru* 

i 7 Manenestef UW « v.imb’erton 

13 Ei£hion v RocftUfr 

- SucnriynKja v Bov on Uld 

BelTs Scottish League 


ISCariJCT-.'Hjn 


1 HI Cop third round 

- BrmJorti v Manc?ips'£r 

- OTJerrr, v WOtanj 

j FA Cup third-round replays 

16 Ewlef i Co’cnester 

17 LrccHn Cny .- Ornette* 

18 Nortfiamwati ■; HjiV-yool .. . . 

19 £cat»cJOU(Hi .' L erfisr, Orr-n 

20 SCJiUharpo v FuHum - - 

Premier Division 

39 Ainfarfl v ChcumfeM 

40 Alhor3or<- v WOnmlei 

41 BoidiJCl. V Hex-port AfC 

- Siranar:' v Sirnhftu'Aiiuiir 

Third Division 

- AlPton Rrnnr. v Fori or 

22 '.Vspn i Sv/.itspj - 

42 Burtm * Soirsbu-y 

TOMORROW 



44 Giouwstor v CjmtiWp? C*/ 


23 Mnrxnar’. v Have> 

24 f amtorcMm •• itiwacr. 

25 V/ertenne < B-ITT 

26 Mantcshei-.* »• Siotkh - 

27 UcrpcumSe j Sroin^wr — 

28 Sou*haor t V.rtkfu; 

29 Stnt.tno.'-e » Dew' . 

30 \ . - 

31 Tcfljrl » Nortirw-cJi _..... . . . - . 

FA Cup fourth round 

Flrlri V LrA.-rp.XJl i4.1ui 

rivwwsnn v Nonmr+urn Form il .'«« 

Tennents Scottish Cup 

Third round 

Clydebank v CcRic i3.0l 

iol firfuH FiirU. G/.rjyivtl 

! * PtoJs crwpo-1 rjrr.iXfS 2 8 3re 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

- laMitti v Wes Bnmmsfi 

- endfiam v HudCv-eitfe 

- Port vale v Saulteng . — 

- Svnrwtan v CnmsOj 

- Mcrtfer Tviiil v Hjunpo 

- Nuneslon -j ►jnp'r- Lvrn 

- SiHirtRUauroc -. anjiwnium 

- Sudbury TwiivGra.-eijfl-iii.. . 

Tennants Scottish Cup 

Third round 

- Arbroath v Morton 



TEAM 

SHEET 



Birmingham v Stockport 

Swedish international Lenpar 
stands by id mate he debut tor 
Birmingham. Breen i fractured 
hand; s set to return and 'a like- 
ly rcs fill in as a makeshift rgit- 
bdek m place of or-toan Brown. 

who ;s ineligible. MiCfisMe r 
O'Connor is also cup-tied. 
Stockport field the same team 
which nearly knocked South- 
ampton out of Tie Coca-Ccia 
Cup. Manager Jones pus fern 
in hts stnte partnership 
s&ong and Angsll. 

Carlisle v Sheffield Wed 

Cartste defender waning (groin 1 
is in conrsnoon for a place. 
Wednesday centre-haif New- 
some could return after a knee 
operation. The £L6m signing 
from Norwich has built up ns 
fitness in three reser.e games 
and may take over tram Yu- 
goslavian international Ste- 
fanoiic as Walker's partner. 
Manager Pleat must also de- 
cide whether to recal: fit-again 
midfielder Collins. 

Derby v Aston VBIa 

Derby are below strength with 
defender Carton joining Croa- 
tfeh international Stimac and 
Y&tes on the sideline, Asano.Sc 
has recovered from a sram. Vil- 
la striker Johnson has a ham- 
string strain and England 
Under-21 5Wer Hendre stands 
by. Draper is out with a nernia, 
while midfielder Taylor and 
wing-back Nefscn try to over- 
come thigh injuries. Staunton 
return from a hamstring injury. 

A? .■*> 


Evwrton v Bradford City 

Midfielders Parkinson and 
Grant came through a reserve 
game after injury and are m 
contention for places in the 
Everton line-up. Defender 
Short is also fir. Branford's 
record signing Watson is cup- 
u*d. Swedish stater Steiner is 

likely to replace him if he re- 
covers from an ankle injur/. 
HamBton (thijju g the onlv oth- 
er doubt. 

Hedneaford v Middles bro 

Slovakian left-back Kinder 
makes his Middlesbrough de- 
but. replacing Fleming, who is 
struggling with a knee injury. 
Roberts continues in goal in 
place of Walsh and midfield- 
er Ormerod is on the bench. 
Hednssfatfs mjdfieJder McNdly 
is battling to be fit and winger 
Hammings is available after 
suswnaor,. 

Leicester v Nwwlcli 

Sinker MarshaD may replace 
Robins m the Leicester attack. 
Record signing Elliott s avail- 
able but captain Grayson is a 
doubt Loan pair Flocastte and 
Scon are ineligbte for Norwich 
anoinsh soiker O'NeB has been 
Oiled out for six weeks with an 
ankle injwy. Captain Crook (an- 
kle' is doubtful while midfield- 
er Johnson (knee) aid defender 
Pstesjn (gam are sun out. Mil- 
ligan returns from suspension 
while strikers Fleck and Scott 
are fit again. 

Man Utd v Wimbledon 

United’s Beckham (ankle] is 
out. Poborsky replaces him. 


Bup is also ruled out. and with 
Johnser fhamsthnEJ and May 
i hernia; .jut of the defence. 
Casper makes hrs cup debuL 
Wimbledon full-back Kimble 

(ankle) h» recovered. Manager 
Kinnear has lo decide whether 
to recall top scorer Ekoku. fit- 
again after a back strain, or 
keep Holds'.vonh up from. Cap- 
tain Jones has recovered from 
flu and looks certain to start. 
Portsmouth v Rootling 
Swedish stnker Swnsson is in 
contention tor a recall to 
Portsmouth's team, Centre- 
back Perrett is available again 
foSowmg suspension but tanner 
West Ham defender Whitbread 
(knee) is out for six weeks. 
Northern Ireland defender 
Hunter returns from interna- 
tional duty' for Readmg and re- 
places McPherson. Bodin may 
came in as a straight swap fix 
dikes. 

QPRvBamstoy 

McDermott will be pushing 
Graham for the right wing-back 
role for Rangers while Impey 
could be recalled after im- 
pressing in the reserves. Barn- 
sley is sail out with an Achilles 
heel injury. Manager Houston 
must decide whether to play O- 
chio or Hatefey alongside 
Spencer up front. Barnsley 
manager Wilson could play 
the fit-again Appleby rankle lig- 
ament). SMux Hendne may re- 
place Liddell if fit. 

Brentford v Man City 
Starfiam and McPherson are 
candidates to replace fuk-back 
Anderson, who starts a two- 

o n m 


match ban for Brentford. City 
manager Clark has necafled Re- 
public of Ireland defender Ker- 
naghan, who has played one 
game this season because of 
a cartilage problem. Clark's lat- 
est signing. Northern Ireland 
goalkeeper Wngtit. is cup-bed. 

Coventry v Woking 

Coventry manager Strachan 
may be pressed into action for 
hts injury-hit squad. Burrows 
and O'Neill have just had her- 
nia operations and centre-half 
Uam Daish is having knee 
surgery. Woking have already 
beaten MiHwall and Cambridge 
Utd and manager Chappie has 
a full squad to choose from. 

Bolton v Luton 

Alan Thompson (foot) returns 
after tw months, Bolton man- 
ager Todd swats fitness checks 
on his top scorer McGlnlay and 
winger Lee. Luton are un- 
changed. though there win be 
at least one alteration on the 
substitutes' bench as Grant is 
onVlfarldCup duty with Ghana. 
Midfielders Waddock and 
McLaren are sail injured. 
Leeds v Crystal Palace 
Leeds have five Eaqpenenced de- 
fenders unavailable. Wetherall 
stares a two-match suspension 
and Dutchman Molenaar is in 
eligible, wniie Dongp. Jobson 
and Pemberton are injured. 
Palmer switches, from midfield 
to central defence and Beestey 
is poised to win a recall. 
Sharpe (gran! feces a late test 
and stnker teboah is still out 
with hamstring trouble. Palace's 
new sgrwrg Unifjwn misses the 


tie and midfield piov-maker 
Houghton (calf) could be ruled 
out. Stnker Freedman s avail- 
able again. 

West Ham v Wrexham 

West Hum manager Rcdknapp 
is without on-ioan stnker 
Newell. Mancur Is suspended. 
Lampard could come into mid- 
field. Teenager Ferdmard. who 
usually plays as a centre half, 
may be used as a striker. 
Wrexham manager Flynn has 
drafted 19-yeer-oid midfielder 
Wainwnght in but is expected 
to name an unchanged team. 
Connolly, Moms and Wathin 
compete for two forward 
places. 

tomorrow 
cttelsea v Liverpool 

Chelsea give fitness tests to 

Mark Hughes fealft and Wise 
igioin). Burtey lankle) is ruled 
while plover- manager Gullit has 
o smtfar problem. Ck*te 6 back 
after suspension and Minio 
ihamstmgj has recovered. Liv- 
erpool captain Barnes (thigh) 
fit and should reclaim his 
place from Carragher. Thomas 
and Babb are suspended bui 
Berger and McAbeer are fit af- 
ter flu. 

Newcastle v Kottre For 

Newcastle manager Dalglish is 
hoping Albert (homslnng) will 
be fit. but Qnoia (calf) has re- 
covered. Dutchman Roy is 
hoping ro keep his place, 
though first-choice sinkers 
Campbell and Saunders are fir. 
Clough, on loan from Man- 
chester City, is ineligible. 
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whose team had jofl ■ J-- _ a ® 

2.iupwiihI5mmu^^ bu 

ferenSfwas the hardest thing m 
no' ^plain?- 

there was the other results. _ 

One of them was Evertou s un- 
nrobable comeback from^-O down 
to beat Wimbledon 3-2. The match 
is one of those at the centre of The 

current Grobbelaar-RishamJ-Segere 

match-fixing bribery case and Bas- 
sett added: "Reading about ihat 
keeps reminding me. You think. Il 
Everton had drawn 2-2, they d ^ hmre 
cone doik’n". That result affected peo- 
ple's lives, it changed my hfe at 
Sheffield UnJied. H affected players 

and the club. . 

“I car understand how Kevin 
Keegan '.'eels, the disappointment 

‘No one walked 
away with a cut eye 
or claret all over 
them. Football’s an 
emotional game’ 

that he did not win the title last year 
when he must have thought he was 
there. With hindsight. I was a zom- 
bie for a year afterwards. I thought 
I was there but I wasn't. I should have 
left Sheffield and started again." 

Steve Claridge's last-minute goal 
at Wembley last year re-opened the 
wound. *'l" thought: What have I 
done Lo deserve this again?' I've had 
a few. Leeds the other night, the FA 
Cup semi-final at Wembley with 
Sheffield United when Mark Bright 
scored against us with three minutes 
left in extra-time. But in the Ama- 
teur Cup [his first Wembley visit, in 
1974 with Walton & Hershara] we 
won with wo minutes left. 

"I wasn't sure how the players 
would react lo last year but they are 
all young. I don't think they expect- 
ed to make the play-offs. They all en- 
joyed playing at Wembley and" I could 
see straight away pre-season that they 
had got over it "and that helped me. 

I thought: 'Come on. Harry, no 
point in feeling sorry for yourself." 

There has never been much dan- 
ger of that. Less than half-a-dozen 
current managers have been doing 
it li ipger than Bassett. He is a believer 
in loyally and. over the years, has re- 
jected several offers, most recently 
from Manchester City. 'Yet he re- 
mains ambitious and.'if Palace fail 
to realise their potential, Bassett’s 
adoption ot the passing game may 
help him achieve his. 
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sport 

Stockport are the only club still on for a domestic ‘quadruple’ 



Ironies occur us regularly in football 
us Stockport County change man- 
agers - Dave Jones is’ their 2eth since 
the Wir. more than any other dub 
- hut the irony of County plaving (and 
thrashing) Millwall last Saturday 
was more striking than most. “It's a 
big game, not easy." ventured Junes 
beforehand, which was obvious from 
the League placings of the two clubs: 
Millwall third, Count>' sixth. What 
was not so obvious then but which 
certainly is after this week's goings- 
on is that football's scriptwriters ap- 
pear to have a bit of a soft spot for 
the Hatters from Edgeley Parte. Like 
everyone else, however, they don’t 
seem to have much lime for’ihe Li- 
ons from the New Den. 

Until now Millwall have not cared 
that no one likes them, hut you can 
bet your bottom dollar they care 
now. Unfortunately the dub don't 
have so much as a penny, never mind 
u dollar, to rub together, which is 
whv the Nat West Bank called for 


trading in Millwall Holdings to be 
suspended on Tuesday and for ad- 
ministrators to intervene (o give the 
dub's stockbrokers time to raise the 
necessary £6m to solve its dire fi- 
nancial predicament. 

In 19W» Millwall were the second 
club in the country to he floated, with 
former chairman Reg Burr main- 
taining: “We’re regarded as a small 
club but we're actually a big dub that 
has fallen into almoin terminal dc- 
dine". However, the Lions have nev- 
er been as financially attractive as 
the Manchester Unitcds and Tot- 
ten hams of this world, whose port- 
folios benefit from the prospect of 
pay-per-view TV and nuge spon- 
sorship deals: a lowly fifth in the Sec- 
ond Division and a £2(Jm all-sealer 
ground which is seldom more than 
half full tells Millwalls 1 sorry story. 
The words ideas, above and station 
spring to mind. 

Or course, the irony is that al- 
though Stockport too' have ideas 


above their station — they have 
dumped two Premiership clubs out 
of the Coca-Cola Cup already, 
come within minutes of dispatching 
a third ;tnd arc still in with a faint 
shout of reaching the semi-finals for 
the first time in their 114-year his- 
tory - those ideas have come to 
fruition on the football Geld rather 
than in the finance markets. 

So while there might be a cold 
wind blowing through London 
SE16, in Stockport they're not so 
much feeling the heat as basking in 
iL And on Wednesday night, while 
MOhvall fans were worrying whether 
they'd have either a pitch or a team 
to play on it next season, all Stock- 
port fans wbre worried about when 
Southampton came to town was that 
the lager was off. 

In a week when money took cen- 
tre stage again - at the New Den. 
at Ibrox, at Newcastle, at 
Bournemouth and Peterborough 
even - it's refreshing to find a club 


Olivia Blair 



ON SATURDAY 

who, as Graeme Sou ness admitted 
on Wednesday, “attempt to play the 
game the correct way” Souq ess 
meant on the field, but the irony was 
sweet. Investors may be falling over 
themselves to sink money into the 
fats cats of the Premiership, bur for 
smaller clubs such as County float- 
ing is an alien concept. Trying to 
avoid sinking is more like h. 

But although Lhe club is not ex- 


actly in dover, it's by no means a dub 
in crisis, either. Wednesday’s esti- 
mated gate receipts of £40,000 went 
some way towards recouping this 
season's £200,000 outlay on players; 
half of that was paid to’Sunderland 
for Brett Angell, who with that sur- 
name was always going to be in- 
strumental in bringing the Saints 
down to earth. And if money was a 
major problem, Angell’s striking 
partner AJun Armstrong wouldn't 
have still been at die dub, never 
mind on hand to score the equalis- 
er. Armstrong’s initials may be AA 
but he was anything but anonymous. 
“Super, Super Al, the fans sang as 
the scouts sharpened their daws. 

But the 21 -year-old is very much 
a part of County's plans. “If we had 
to sell to survive Alun wouldn't have 
signed a new contract," says dub sec- 
retary Gary Glendenniog, who ad- 
mits that the First Division is 
County’s prime target Three years 
ago they railed at the final hurdle. 


beaten in the play-off final by Burn- 
ley. “We weren't ready then anyway, 
the gap was too big," Glendcnning 
admits. “But I believe we've reached 
a stage whereby we can be profit- 
making every year. You wonder at 
Mfflwall. or Notts County and Bum- 
ley, who both struggled in the First, 
whether it’s a case of m i sm a n age- 
mem. Maybe their wage structure 
was too high. Wsll, the revenue here 
far exceeds the wage bill, and with 
the extra money we’d get in the Fust 
Division from TV and gate re- 
ceipts, added to Lhe quality of our 
squad and facilities, wc could defi- 
nitely hold our own." 

On current form it would be hard 
to disagree. But it's not just County’s 
Cup exploits that make impressive 
viewing; the feel-good atmosphere at 
Edgeley Park stands out as much as 
Armstrong's blond locks. The club 
may live in the shadows of more il- 
lustrious Manchester neighbours, 
but you wouldn't know it. County are 


currently the only dub in the coun- 
try still on for a domestic “quadru- 
ple" (League, Coca-Cola Clip, FA 
Cup - they play Birmingham today 
- and Aulo Windscreens Shield): their 
own foreign legion, in the shape of 
the Portuguese winger Louis Cava- 
co, is so well integrated be even eats 
regularly at the local curry house 
which has named two dishes after 
County players f “Durfcan" Dhansak 
being the honest): ex-Evertonian 
Jckks is so relaxed he mans the switch- 
board on occasions; and their vice- 
chairman is the Mike Yarwood. 

But with just two defeats in. their 
last 30 games. Stockport County 
don’t just give the impression they're 
going places - they really are. And 
they don’t need a Stock Market list- 
ing to prove iL As Glendcnning says; 
“We wouldn't swap place with Mill- 
wall for the world." Thank goodness 
there are stiD some dubs around who 
have their sights set on silver rather 
than gold. 


Boro pushing to 
reverse fortunes 


Football 

MARK BURTON 


There was confusion yesterday 
over whether Middlesbrough 
had lodged an appeal with Fbot- 
ball Association against the three 
points taken away] by the Premier 
League after their failure to ful- 
fil their fixture at Blackburn 
four days before Christmas. 

The club's chairman, Steve 
Gibson, and his legal advisers 
have spent the 10 days since the 
landmark verdict of the League's 
disciplinary commission decid- 
ing the grounds on which they 
rill seek 


will seek to overturn the pun- 
ishment. The FA said Boro had 
lodged their intention to appeal, 
bufa statement from the club's 


solicitor. Simon Ledbrooke, 
suggested no firm decision had 
yet been made on (he matter. 
The statement rejected as un- 
fair criticism to postpone tbe 
game, and called a letter from 
the Premier League to disap- 
pointed fans “misleading and 
one-sided". 

In the siatemenL the club 
claimed the transcript of the 
original hearing, on 14 January, 
had yet to be made available 
and that, without seeing that, no 
decision on an appeal could be 
made. 

Boro had the points docked 
and were fined £51.1000 after call- 
ing off the match at Ewood 
Park at barely 24 hours' notice. 
Their manager, Btyan Robson, 
claimed 23 players were ruled out 


Cooper content to 
see off former club 


Scottish football 


Neale Cooper, the Ross Coun- 
ty manager, freely admits Bert 
Paton has become his manage- 
rial mentor -but it will not stop 
him ttying to dispose of Palon’s 
Premier Division dub, Dun- 
fermline Athletic, in today’s 
Scottish Cup third-round tie. 

Cooper brings his Third Di- 
vision promotion chasers south 
for this attractive tie to East End 
Park, where he spent more 
than four years before taking the 
player-manager’s job at Ding- 
wall last summer. “Bert Paton 
has been a tremendous help to 
me since the start of my man- 
agerial career. In the first few 
weeks, when things were not go- 
ing so weU, he was always there 
to .offer me advice," the 33-year- 
old Cooper said 

Dunfermline will be in the 
now unfamiliar role of favourites 
after surprising many observers 
since entering the top flighL Pa- 
ton said: “He’s done weS there 


Slutskaya set 
to retain 
European title 

Ice skating 

Irina Slutskaya looked poised to 
retain her European women's 
figure skating title after her two 
main rivals flopped in the short 
programme in Paris yesterday. 

. While Slutskaya easily won 
theprogramme, pre-event sug- 
gestions that there could be a 
Russian sweep of the event 
seemed fanciful as her teamr 
mates,-Maria Butyrskaya and 
Olga Markova, finis hed only 
nimiranfcLTOih respectively. 

Second; and third places were 
held instead by Krisztina Gza- 
ko," of Hungary, and Vanessa 
Gusmeroli, of France. Her 
team- rnatp, Surya Bonaly, the 
five-times champion, was sixth. 

Sh^aya, who a year ago be- 
came'tBe first Russian to win a 
women’s International title, 
earne d her marks of 5.7 and 5.S 
finra,$e judges out of the max- 

hnombf 6.0 for herprogramme. 

Britan's Jenna Arrowsmith 
dropped out of the competition 
after finish mg 29th out of 30. 


and we gave him a couple of 
players, so there are a lot of con- 
nections. But for us it is a no-win 
situation because everybody ex- 
pects us logo through.” 

Motherwell are another Pre- 
mier Division side facing an 
awkward tie at Patrick Thistle. 
Alex MeLeish, the Motherwell 
manager, has said his side could 
be vulnerable, but Murdo Mac- 
leod, his Thistle equivalent, is 
wary of the visiting strike-force. 
“Owen Coyle is clearly on 
form ” MacLeod said. “They 
have Tommy Coyne as well, so 
we must be wary." 

Kilmarnock reached the 
Scottish Cup semi-finals a few 
years ago but have struggled 
since then. However, Bobby 
Williamson's ride should sure- 
ly prove too strong for the 
Third Division ride East Stirling. 

Gary Locke returns after an 
eight-month injury lay-off for 
Hearts. Jim Jefferies, the man- 
ager, will decide if he plays or 
starts on the bench for the 
home tie against Cbwrienbeatfi. 


of the game through sickness, in- 
juries or suspensions. He said he 
was left with only 1 7 fit players, 
three of them goalkeepers and 
five who had not previously 
played in the first team. The FA 
was not persuaded by their ar- 
gument at the original hearing. 

Robson is also uying to case 
another of the pressures on the 
Premiership's bottom dub by giv- 
ing Fabrizio RavanellL the club’s 
leading scorer, the benefit of the 
doubt over comments recently 
attributed to the I talian . 

“I've got no problems with 
Fabrizio," Robson said, adding 
that the striker should keep any 
comments within the confines of 
the club. “Ribrizio doesn't real- 
ly know how things work in 
England compared to the culture 
in Italy," he said. “He aired his 
views on the dub and, as far as 
1 was concerned, that was iL" 

Another dub facing prob- 
lems, Manchester City, have 
been given a lift by the decision 
of shareholders to support a new 
rights issue that could bring in 
£10.8m. City's new manager. 
Rank Clark, is keen to strength- 
en his squad and could make the 
Leeds defender Paul Beesley his 
first transfer target 

Nottingham Forest's share- 
holders do not now look likely 
to be able to vote on a club 
takeover as quickly as they ex- 
pected. A £24m bid for the 
dub by the Nigel Wray-Irving 
Scholar- Phil Soar consortium is 
now in doubL They insisted 
their offer must be voted on by 
the shareholders by 13 Febru- 
ary, but now Forest have an- 
gered the consortium by not 
calling an EGM of share-hold- 
ers until 34 Februaty. 

Brighton supporters groups 
have stepped up their cam- 
paign for the FA to act against 
the ailing Third Division dub's 
board by sending it a solidtor’s 
letter. They daim Albion’s di- 
rectors have infringed FA rules 
and escaped punishmenL Fans 
are asking Lancaster Gate offi- 
cials to respond by next Thurs- 
day. 

Villa floatation, page 22 



European football 


The Belgian Football Union 
president, Michel D’Hooghe, 
said yesterday he might resign 
over the way the Union handled 
the nomination of the new na- 
tional coach, Georges Leekens. 

“One of my closest assistants 
thought he should leak it to the 
press and I cannot live with 
(hat... I take this very serious- 
ly and if it becomes dear the ex- 
ecutive committee believes the 
president did something wrong, 
I'm willing to lay down ray man- 
date," D’Hooghe said. 

Leekens was coach of tbe sur- 
prise First Division leaders, 
Mouscron, when the Union ap- 
proached hnn to replaos WOftied 
van Moer. News of his nomina- 


SPORTING DIGEST 



lion was leaked to a newspaper 
on TUesday, forcing the Union to 
sack \fcn Moer prematurely. 

Belgian newspapers said 
D’Hooghe had been led to be- 
lieve Mouscron would not object 
to the departure of Leekens. Tbe 
First Division newcomers have 
a four-point lead over the title 
holders. Gub Bruges. The case 
is particularly embanassmg for 
the Union, coming just before 
last night’s match between 
Mouscron and AnderlechL 

Leekens first proposed to 
Mouscron he should combine 
the jobs of national and chib 
coach until the end of tbe sea- 
son, then said he would stay un- 
til after tbe Anderlecht game. 
But Mouscron, who learned of 
Leekens' new job only through 
the media, sacked him and 
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Admiral’s Cup 
team build 
solid platform 


Heads down: Kenny Dalglish, the Newcastle manager, (left) and Alan Shearer have a 
meeting of minds during training at Maiden Castle yesterday Photograph: Empics 

Belgian FA under fire 


slammed the Union for tbe way 
it had lured their coach away. 

“If Leekens was stiD coaching 
us for the Anderlecht game, it 
would have meant we approved 
the trick the Union played on us," 
their general manager, Willy 
Verhoost, said. Mouscron also 
told tbe Union it wanted com- 
pensation for the loss of then- 
coach, whose contract ran for 
three more seasons. “The Union 
wfll not get off so easily,'* Mous- 
cron’s chairman, Jean-Pierre De- 
txemmerie, said. 

Verhoost alleged the Union 
would never have dared to sign 
Leekens if be had been coach- 
ing Chib Bruges or AnderlechL 
“In lull battle for the title we're 
being decapitated, precisely by 
Che mother [the Union] of all 
dubs. Incredible,” \ferhoost said. 


Away in the far flung outposts 
of the north of Scotland lies 
Britain’s most northerly based, 
senior part-time professional 
league, known as The Highland 
Football League. ; 

South of Aberdeen, little is. 
known of this proud league be- 
cause of its geographical ob- 
scurity. Only when the Scottish 
FA Cup comes round do dubs 
such as Elgin Gly, Huntly and 
Buckie Thistle enter the na- 
tional spotlight, and with reg- 
ular consistency knock out 
Scottish League dubs. - 

It is a Scottish. League dub's 
worst nightmare to be drawn 
away in the Cup to a Highland 
dub. Apart from a potential 
thrashing, the Southerners 
cannot cope with the staple 
diet of porridge, wild haggis 
smoked raw and neat whisky 
for breakfast, lunch and din- 
ner. Aye, it is a real man’s 
game up there, kilts, bagpipes 
and afl. 

In 1968 many fans will re- 
member Elgin reaching the 
fifth round of the Cup only to 
lose 2-1 to the fiifl-time First 
Division dub, Morion. In the 
previous round Elgin had de- 
feated the Second Division 
leaders Arbroath at home in 
front of 14,000. The Arbroath 
manager, Albert Henderson, 
said before the match: “If we 
cant beat. Elgin City, then we ' 
have no right in thinking of gp- 
ing into the First Diviricm:'’ El- 
gin wem 2-0 and Arbroath were 
promoted - and also subse- 
quently bought. Geny Gra- 
ham, Elgin’s prolific 
centre-forward 

The previous season Elgin 
had beaten Ayr United, of the 
First Division, 2-0 m.the third 
round. Ally McLeod, the Ayr 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Key West, Florida 

A first and a third for Graham 
Walker’s Corel 45 Indulgence, 
steered by Luc Gelloseau, and a 
win for Tony Buckingham's 40- 
footer Easy Oars had the British 
Admiral’s Cup team on a high at 
the end of the fourth day of Key 
West Regalia Week yesterday. 

Walker is anxious to play 
down any success and empha- 
sises putting into perspective 
any poor results. He is quick to 
remind people that a new team 
with old sails will need time to 
bed down in a boat he describes 
as “simple but difficult to safl". 

Indulgence has the potential 
to rival its Corel 45 rivals, W&lk- 
er says. He has been able to 
demonstrate in Key West that 
they can more than hold their 
own against the one-off designs 
of the same size which may be 
the chosen big boats of other 
Admiral’s Cup teams. 

Andy Beadsworth, helmsman 
of Easy Oars and now recovered 
from a stomach upset, said his 
first race of the day had gone well 
from the start “We got a good 
start, went the right way and were 
holding, boat for boat, rivals 
that owe us time on handicap. Tm 
getting more used to sailing the 
boat It’s coming together." 

In the second race they were 
shut out by the American yacht 
Flash Gordon, which is battling 
with Easy Oars for second place 
overall to Makoto Uernatsu's 
Esmeralda, steered by Ken 
Read. The triple Olympic gold 
medallist, Jochen Schumann, 
was able to ease Gray Kiger’s 
Fatal Attraction into contention 
for yesterday’s final race show- 
down. Having been knocked out 
of the Olympic Soling class 
semi-final by Schumann in Sa- 
vannah last July, Beadsworth 
was savouring the challenge. 

Walker, the metical haFof the 
duo which won silver in Savan- 
nah, who puts his partner John 
Merricks on tbe helm of 


Britain's Mu mm 36, Tim Bar- 
ra it's Bradamante. 

Walker said he would be 
having to buy the beers after a 
day on which some of his deci- 
sions backfired. “I'm just mak- 
ing too many mistakes," he 
said, “but the good thing is wc 
are not making the same mis- 
takes twice. There’s a lot to 
learn, but we are learning." 

One Briton sweeping all be- 
fore him is the Cowes Etchells 
sailor Mike Law, who secured 
victory in the Mumm 30 class 
with a race to spare. With crew 
Ossie Stewart, Ian Tillett and 
the American Jud Smith (cele- 
brating his 40th birthday), he 
has netted a seventh, two sec- 
onds and four firsts. Whatever 
his place in the 30-boat fleet yes- 
terday, he could not be beaten. 
He was last seen assessing how 
bjgapiece of ice he should take 
with him to cool the beer. 

More frowned upon would he 
ice with single malt Glenfiddich. 
the sponsors of the European 
assault on the Melges 24 class. 
Unfortunately their champion, 
the Italian Giorgio Zuccoli, 
has suffered with a disqualifi- 
cation and a premature start. 

The final race will decide 
whether the saflroaker and the 
defending champion. Dave mi- 
ni an or the Star sailor and 
Den.nis Conners America's 
Cup mainsheet trimmer. Vince 
Bran, will take tbe title. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of skiers who 
recorded the exact same time i 
in a women's World Cup 
downhill race in Italy yester- , 
day. Heidi Zurbriggen and 
Isolde Kostner both had a time 1 
of lmin 30.81sec, only the 
sixth time in WbrkJ Cup. his- 
tory a race has been tied, i 


Scotland’s Highland League 

» County, of DingwaU. and two 
of the three Inverness clubs, 
Caledonian and Thistle, who 
amalgamated to form a po- 
tentially powerful Scottish 
fty Uonel Garnpuzaoir League chib. Inverness Cale- 
""" — 7 " ’ — donian Thistle, full of former 

i in tears that Highland League players, are 
ght in Elgin in currently the leaders of the 
r , as the fourth Scottish Third Division, 
ady been drawn. The future is bright for the 
imoned to Park- Highland League as, for ex-, 
Ifeltic and were ample, there are two strong 
tten 7-0 in front Norib-East junior dubs keen to 


manager, was in tears that 
Wednesday night in Elgin in 
February 1967, as the fourth 
round had already been drawn. 
Elgin were summoned to Park- 
head to face Critic- and were 
“narrowly" beaten 7-0 in front 


of 36,500 fans later that same join. There is also a review of 


month. 

Then there 1 was the famous 
Cup-deal the North East fish- 
ing port of Fraserburgh in Jan- 
uary 1959, when Dundee came 
north with, their star-studded 
side full of internationals like 
Bill Brown, Alex Hamilton 
and Jimmy Gabriel. -Johnny 
Strachan, a Gas Board clerk, 
scored the only goal of the 
game to send the “fishermen" 
through to the next round, 
causing one of the great shocks 
in Scottish Cup history. 

The Highland League was 
formed in Inverness in August 
1 893, mainly by raihraym eu of 
the f^ghland Railway Com- 
pany. The Scottish equivalent 
of the GM Vauxhall Confer- 
ence, the Highland League is 
a 16-drib competition covering 
the north coast, from Ab- 
erdeen, the home of Cove 
Rangers, to . tbe picturesque 


Scottish football at all levels 
taking place aL present and, 
who blows, this may well cre- 
ate further opportunities for 
Lhe Highland. League. 

Some great players have 
come out of the Highland 
League to grace both the Scot- 
tish and England Leagues in 
recent years: Stewart Imlach 
(Lossiemouth, Nottingham 
Forest, Derby and Scotland), 
John McGinlay (Elgin, Bolton 
and Scotland), Colin Hendry 
(Keith, Blackburn and Scot- 
land), Ian Wilson (Elgin, Ever- 
ton and Scotland), Kevin 
McDonald (Caledonian arid 
Liverpool) and Duncan Shear- 
er (Clachnacuddm, Aberdeen 
and Scotland). 

Publication of results in the 
British national press has giv- 
en the League the recognition 
it deserves, bearing in mind it 
is of a higher standard, better 


fishing towns with dubs such as equipped and supported than. 
Peterhead, D ever o ovale (in for example, the League of 


Banff), Lossiemouth, Nairn, 
Brora ami Wde, and mtoSpey- 
side with dubs at Keith, Rothes 
and Forres. 

Three years ago the High- 
land League lost three of its 
dubs to the Scottish League 
through reconstruction, Ross 


Wales. 

Whatever happens through 
reconstruction, I am sure the 
Highland League will prosper 
and remain a prominent force, 
continuing to create the cus- 
tomary shocks in lhe Scottish 
FA Cup. 
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Bassett hounded 

Crystal Palace manager's mixed 
FA Cup memories, page 30 


sport 


Trap T\ mKFEND E N T 

SATUF T ^ Y 25 JANUA-RY J^ ' 

The Deano factor 

Leicester meet Brive in the 
European Cup final, 


Hednesford uphold finest traditions 

B • (Iili nnnnpfS con i 







PHIL SHAW 



By the Lime the draw 
for the fifth round of 
the FA Cap takes 
place tomorrow, some 
clubs could still be 
stuck in the third 
round whereas others should 
know who stands between them 
and the quarter-finals. As an 
American pundit said about 
the Vietnam war, if you’re not 
confused then you don’t really 
understand what's going, on. 

Two twice-postponed match- 
es from the third round finally 
take place today, as well as three 
replays. The fourth round also 
gets underway, although sever- 


al ties must wait a further 10 
days. Tf any of the delayed 
games are drawn, replays can 
not be staged until the middle 
of next month. Weather, of 
course, permitting. 

While the eventual winners 
are more likely to come from 
one of the weekend's four all- 
Premiership ties, in which six of 
the top seven are embroiled, the 
romance resides elsewhere. 
Despite the financial impera- 
tives that forced Hednesford to 
forfeit home advantage against 
Middlesbrough, it remains a 
culture clash in the Cup’s finest 
traditions. 

To say that the clubs are sep- 
arated by 79 places tells only half 


the story. Hednesford's squad 
s th; 


cost all of £25,000, less 


Fabrizio Ravanelli’s weekly 
take-home pay, and they hit the 
Wembley trail before a “crowd” 
of 486 at lAfednesfield on a 
September day when Boro were 
winning in front of a foil house 
at Everton. 

The VauxhaLI Conference 
hopefuls boast the time-hon- 
oured mix of decorators and ac- 
countants. Boro's line-up 
bristles with foreign stars, with 
the latest capture, Gianluca 
Festa, costing £2.7m from Inter- 
nazionale. 

The scouting trip to Stafford- 
shire was undertaken by Bryan 
Robson himself. In contrast, the 
part-timers will rely on a report 
by a council traffic engineer, 
Steve Griffiths. Boro's 26 goals 
in sax cup games suggest the 


traffic wOl be one-way. but his- 
toiy offers hope to both Hed- 
nesford and Woking, who face 
an equally arduous task away to 
a Coventry side 81 rungs above 

them. 

Six non-League clubs have 
put out opponents from the top 
fligh t, as Coventry, humbled at 
Sutton United in 1989, do not 
need reminding. Two managed 
it away from home: Altrin- 
cham, at Birmingham in 1986, 
and Wimbledon, then of the 
Southern League, against Burn- 
ley 11 years earlier. 

All the more remarkable, 

then, that the latterday Dons go 
to Old 'frafford with realistic 
hopes of upsetting Manchester 
United, the holders. United, 
striving to reach a record fourth 


successive final, are plagued by 
injuries which Wimbledon are 
better equipped than most to ex- 
ploit. 

Alex Ferguson has to pair 
Gary Pallister with Chris 
Casper, whose father Frank 
was on Burnley’s books that 
fateful day in 1975. The 21 -year- 
old, yet to start a Premiership 
game,, faces a baptism of fire- 
power against Marcus Gayle 
and either Efan Ekoku or Dean 
Holdsworth. 

In the same position, if at the 
opposite end of the age spec- 
trum, one of Ferguson’s former 
beies noire is also in for an in- 
teresting time. Four months 
after leaving Aston Villa, Paul 
McGrath tackles them in Der- 
by’s colours. The 37-year-old 


McGrath may have to tame 
Dwight Yoike - who “worships 
him’', according to Villa's man- 
ager, Brian Little - if the tie is 
not to be the Baseball Ground's 
last. 

While Villa have not won the 
Cup since 1957, their 40 years 
of hurt is nothing compared 
with Derby’s wait, which is now 
into its 51st year although they 
did overcome today's visitors en 
route to the 1946 triumph. 

Precedent also gives Chelsea 
encouragement for tomorrow's 
heavyweight collision with Liv- 
erpool. Three of the four ties 
over the past three decades 
went their way, as did the 
League fixture on New Year's 
Day. With both Gianfranco 
Zola and Steve McManaman 


f h e 1045 winners can not allow 
likely to be nan-maitad a an- * radford city to teavc mfoea - 
gle^al could once more pro Stockp?rU port and 

decisive. n^wesL York have in ine p 

Stuart Pearce, tangle on Tyne , ^ bul they ha\ e 

side. Kevin Keegan and fifth round beyond 

dark led Newcastle and Kot- ^ four 0 f the past 

v.*™ Forest respectively 


when they met last month, the 
game producing the Magpies 
only 0-0 draw in some 80 match- 
es. ftir all Forest's improvement 
under Pearce, it is hard to see 


ends will be jangling 
Chris Waddle takes 


them in 
Nerve 

SKi * the early s^s. 
^heat is also on Harry 
Redknanp as West Ham - one 
Redknapp_ res urae hostilities 


unucr . 1 _ nrtn in l- 1 “ lea****" — , . 

them enforcing a similar stale- ™ for the dubious 

.. r; ig y iaasss 

have endured five consecutive ^ at the Third Di- 



J 


■ j 


Man for all seasons: One Man, ridden by his trainer Gordon Richards, leads a working party through the snow at G 
again show his hindquarters to his rivals fn the Cotswolds and re-establish his credentials tor the Gold Cup in March 


at Greystoke In Cumbria this week. Favourite backers at Cheltenham today will be hoping that the eminent grey can 
arch Today’s racing, pages 26 and 27. Photograph: David Ashdown 





Unseeded Moya faces Sampras inquisition 


Tennis 


DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Melbourne 


Thomas Muster is not a man 
easily humbled, but even he is 
bowing in reverence to the 
world No 1 Pete Sampras as the 
American stands within one 
win of his second Melbourne ti- 
tle and ninth Grand Slam win. 

Only the unseeded Spaniard 
Carlos Moya, trounced two 
weeks ago in Sydney by Tun 
Henman, can stop Sampras’s 
charge in Melbourne. But “Pis- 
tol Pete” is taking nothing for 
granted in tomorrow's final. 
“He beat Michael [Chang] pret- 
ty handily so he’s very confident 
and he has nothing to lose and 
it will be a good fight," he said. 


Two years ago Sampras 
played and won a practice tie- 
break against Moya, who was 
then ranked in the 3005, at a ten- 
nis clinic in Barcelona. “He’s 
come a long way from the tie- 
break,” Sampras said. “He’s 
going to be tough to beat.” Even 
if Sampras defeats the 20-year- 
old Moya, his own career will 
not be crowned until be wins the 
French Open, the one Grand 
Slam title lo have escaped him. 

Earlier, Sampras had left 
Muster gasping in their one- 
sided semi-final, which the 
American won in straight sets, 
6-1. 7-6, 6-3. Sampras seemed 
incapable of mistakes us he 
stormed home in the find set. 
Al one point several members 
of the packed crowd got Lo their 
feet and. arms outstretched. 


bent double as though in the 
presence of a tennis god. It was 
not until Sampras pulled off a 
near-miracle, hitting a reflex 
backhand winner around the net 
post, that a humbled Muster 
hitnsclf bowed down. 

“That was complete luck," 
Sampras said. “I just tried it and 
got away with it. I couldn't be- 
lieve it came out the way it did.” 

Muster did not mince his 
words. “He is the No 1 player. 
He's confident and he’s the 
best all-round player. That’s it.” 

lb underline the certainty of 
Sampras's victory, a spectator 
raised laughter bv offering some 
encouragement to the world 
No 5 as Muster slumped to 1-4 
in the third set. “You can do it, 
Thomas!" he shouted. Others in 
the crowd warmed to the 


mg la _ 

“Play left-handed, Pete" and 
“Come on Pete, get serious". 

Sampras admitted afterwards 
that he could not have played 
better. Whether he wins or los- 
es the final, Moya has earned a 
place in the world's top 10. 
Moya, ranked 25th and with just 
one singles title to his name at 
the start of the Melbourne 
event, will rise to the world 
No 6 spot if he beats the lop seed 
Sampras, or No 9 if he loses. 

Moya's leap caps his rise 
through the rankings since 
1994. when he finished the year 
ranked No 346. The unseeded 
Spaniard has claimed two of the 
game's best players at the Aus- 
tralian Open, the defending 
champion Boris Becker in a 
first-round upset and then the 


second seed Michael Chang in 
the semi-finals. 

Sampras keeps the lop rank- 
ing even if he is beaten tomor- 
row-, but Becker will drop out 
of the lop 10. having been 
ranked at No 6. The Croat 
Goran Ivanisevic, who reached 
the quarter-finals in Melbourne 
before losing to Muster, will re- 
place Chang as No 1 while 
Muster jumps lo No 3. 

Martina Hingis collected her 
first winner's trophy at the Aus- 
tralian Open yesterday even be- 
fore playing her singles final. 
Hingis contributed her reliable 
groundstrokes and a solid volley 
to the attack as she and Natasha 
Zvereva of Belarus beat Lindsay 
Davenport and Lisa Raymond of 
the United Stales. 6-2, 0-2 in the 
women's doubles final. The 


match lasted (css than an hour, 
putting little strain on Hingis on 
the eve of her singles final 
against Mary Pierce. 

■The British pair David Sher- 
wood and James Trotman are 
through lo the final of the hoys' 
doubles in Melbourne. The sec- 
ond seeds heal the South 
African duo of Nicholas Mc- 
Donald and Kyle Rudman. 7-5, 
7-5. in the semi-finals and now 
face another pair from South 
Africa, the unseeded Jaco van 
derwesihuizen and Wesley 
Whitehou.se. for the title. Sher- 
wood. aged 16 from Sheffield, 
and 17-year-oldTrolman, from 
Ipswich, had beaten llie seventh 
seeds Artem Derepasko and 
Kirill Ivannv-Smolcnski of Rus- 
sia. 6-3. 6-2. in the last eight. 

Peter Graf sentenced, page 2 
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I Not exactly a well-earned 
rest (4. 5)' 

f> Cold-blooded poisoner giv- 1 
en support bv tirm(5) 

n Old empire-builder man- 
aged to secure recognition 
01 merit (5) 

10 Tie Prince designed, on win- ■ 
nine award? (9) 

I I Nomore than one drink? 
Perhaps! (KM 

12 Sharp blow will make cen- 
tral heating work (4) 

14 Earth-shaking content of 
case is microfilmed (7) 

15 Believed to appear in pro- 
gramme only on special oc- 
casion. they say (7) 

17 They'll usually remove caps 
and 'put on protective head- 
gear \ 7) 

19 Hems associated with Eton 
College, classical art (7) 

20 Australian can pipe (41 

22 Au-ful pre-recorded enter- 
tainment in today's vein, 
maybe? (5. 5 1 

25 Pla'v running for a limited 
period? f9> 

26 Comedian has little hesita- 
tion in making bet (5) 

27 Frenchman initially wanted 
to begin again (5)' 

2S Father's writing about old 
times in Rve - endless fils of 
laughter (9) 


13 


Bush growing wild around 
river, maybe? (5t 
Tall structure visible from 
main Place, possibly? (9j 
Athlete's woolly reaching 
well below the "hips? 14-6) 
Girl mostly stifling sob - it’s 
synthetic (7) 

Fellow's left attractive en- 
graving t”) 

Cloak covering head (4) 
Worker always busy on 
church in wood (5 ) 
Overthrowing a despot in 
New Zealand? (Q) 

Anger occasioned by 
culling of marine mam- 
mals? (7-3) 

14 What wounded duellist may 
do in two-seater? (6. 3) 

lb Archerfish. say (4. 5) 

15 Robhciy at Cambridge pre- 
ceded m* verbal abuse (5-2) 

19 Bank less obscured by mist. 

perhaps? (7) 

21 Aristocrat presenfinc 
heraldic device to cricket 
Side (5) 

23 Areas for storing cylindrical 
spare (5) 

24 Pack given by bridge-player 
to left-hand opponent (4") 
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The first fire coma solutions to this week's puzzle opened next Thurs- 
day receive hantbacked copies of the new Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. 
Answers and winners' names will be published next Saturday. Send solu- 
tions io Saturday Crossword, P. a Box 4018. The independent. 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf. London EI4 5BL. Please use the box number and 
Postcode and give yonr own postcode. Last week's winners: 1 Macdonald, 
Kingslbonn Lynda Stank* Wehvyo Garden City Frances Lanunrmd Thorn- 
tou-Cleveleys: John Buxton. Hotlmgwood; Cedi Baker. St Davids. 


Lomu to fight 
kidney illness 


Rugby Union 
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Jonah Lomu, the New Zealand 
wing who captured the sporting 
worlds imagination when he al- 
most single-handedly destroyed 
England in the 1995 World 
Cup. yesterday sounded his in- 
tention to bounce back from a 
serious kidney disorder. 

The 2 1 -year-old All Black 
was due to return to England 
next month on the Auckland 
Blues 1 mini-tour of Europe as 
part of their preparations for the 
defence of their Super-12 title. 

Bui he told a news confer- 
ence in Auckland yesterday 
that he had a rare condition 
known as nephritic syndrome 
which would require intensive 
medical treatment that will 
sideline him for al least six 
months. The AU Black coach 
John Hart said he was hopeful 

Lomu would he able to make 
the lour of England scheduled 
for the end of this year. 

The treatment will involve 60 
injections and tablets a day 
and means he would not pass 
random drug tests. Asked what 
he thought about being given 
just a 50 per cent chance of full 
recovery, Lomu said: “It ’is the 
chance I've got Lo take and it is 
better than doing nothing about 
it. 

“I'd rather miss out sis 
months than miss out on u 
whole lifetime of living, really. 
I've had to sit down and have a 


really good think about it with 
my wife Tanya, but it's some- 
thing that 1 have to deal with. 
I've had a few knocks in my ca- 
reer. this is another one." 

Doctors suspect he may have 
been suffering from the condition 
for more than two years, possi- 
bly as early as his schooldays. “I 
Uise a lot of the goodness that is 
in my body through my kidneys, 
and it s not holding," Lomu 
Slid. “It's making me tired a lot 
and I have to work a liule hard- 
er to tty and keep where I am.” 

Harl. describing the news as 
a major blow for the All Blacks, 
said Lomu had had his detrac- 
tors over the last year. "And I 
hope that some of them may 
now sit back and reflect that he's 
a guy who has shown tremen- 
dous courage to try and con- 
tinue lo play." he added. 

All Black doctor John Mny- 
hew said Lomu was suffering 
from low b*Hly protein in his 
blood, making him more sus- 
ceptible to infection and caus- 
ing swelling during air travel. 

"For the lust 18 months lie’s 
been sort of dragging a cart 
around, mctitphnrically. He’s 
managed to train and plav. I'm 
not sure how." he .said. 

Doctors had been monitor- 
ing his condition, and it had not 
deteriorated markedly, hut 
Mayhew said kidney specialists 
had decided it was lime to act. 
Left untreated, the condition 
had a 1U per cent chance • if re- 
gressing. Mayhew said. 
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Eurostar runs from 
Waterloo and 
Ashford, Kent 
to central Paris or 
Brussels 20 times 
every day. So there's 
bound to be one to 
suit your schedule. 
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( IMAGE OF After 25 years and £25m-worth of cleaning and restoring, the covers have come off Westminster Abbey to reveal the masonry in all its splendid clarity and heraldic beasts in their original snarling 

THE WEEK splendour. Photograph: Brian Harris. Taken with a 600mm lens with 160 ASA film, l/500th of a second exposure at f5.6. To order a print of this picture for £14, call 0171-293 2534 
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E veryone thinks they know what sex 

means, but most of us have no idea. We 
are all obsessed with the erotic (or the 
engaging) details and neglect what it really 
means. Sex is 3 billion years old so there 
hasn't been much chance of seeing it evolve. 
However, plenty of creatures have given it up, 
and they may be the clue as to how it began. 

I like to think of sex as evolution’s attempt 
to destroy monopolies. It is. in many ways, the 
same us tax. U allows the capital (biological or 
financial) of one lineage to be diluted among 
all members of the population. 

When it comes to cash, everyone is in 
favour of asexual reproduction because it 
keeps money in the family line. Tfcx is the 
sexual reproduction of money. Its counterpart 
in biology is called recombination. 

Perhaps, then, understanding taxes will help 
us understand sex: There are two views of sex: 
the capitalist and the socialist - views based 
on conflict and cooperation, and real parallels 
between reproduction of money and of genes. 

Take _ 1815. and Meyer Amstiel Rothschild. 
He became enormously, rich by accurately 
forecasting the outcome of the battle of 
Waterlbo. Some .of his children had already 
married non-relatives. All the rest married 
their cousins and in the. next 100 years 26 our 
of 30 .Rothschilds chose mates from within the 
family. By marrying relatives who shared the 
same ancestors they reduced the 
recombination of their genes with those of 
oihet families and (no doubt coincidentally) 
the distribution of their family. 

“Cousin marriage” is common, and getting 
commoner worldwide - particularly in Islamic 
countries. It means that children are more 
likelytohave two copies of the same damaged 
gene_dc^cending through two paths of history 
from a -single ancestor, and hence to suffer 
frorcvgenetjc illness. 

which is made up of small 
islandsfdf jpeople in a sea of trees. It is a 
natro^:^pratory of inbreeding wiih its own 


WORDS OF THE WEEK 

Here is another example of words written or 
spoken which caught the imagination this 
week. Today, an extract from a speech to 
the Royal Society by Steve Jones, Professor 
of Genetics at University College London. 
The subject: sex, taxes, slugs and why the 
Rothschilds married their cousins... 


set of inherited diseases, many of which are 
confined to single villages. Tracing back the 
parents of those affected shows that ail are 
relatives - perhaps not cousins, but certainly 
sharing a common ancestor in the recent past. 
No wonder it has high local frequencies of 
generic disease. There is one, of which there 
are only 50 cases worldwide and all of them 
are in Finland. 

Some creatures are much more incestuous 
than humans. Slugs are hermaphrodite. Many 
come in two different forms. A sexual one: 
boy-girl meets girl-boy; and one in which there 
is self-fertilisation: the male part of the slug 
fertilises the female part of itself. 

This leads to a complete loss of genetic 
variation, as all genes become identical by 
virtue of shared descent. Just like the 
Rothschilds, the slugs pass on their biological 
capital unchanged to its offspring. 

But why? When does it pay to give up sex to 
allow a sexual monopoly? Is there a partem? 
Giving up sex is much more common in the 
north. If you draw a line from Liverpool 
across to The Wash you find slugs are asexual. 


whereas they are sexual in the south. There is 
no sex at all when you get as far north as 
Scandinavia, in spite of rumours to the 
contrary. 

The reason for this is basically economic. In 
the north the enemies are, predictably, cold 
weather and a shortage of food. One generic 
type evolves which is best at coping with this 
easily predicted challenge each year. 

In the south, the enemies are other 
creatures - perhaps predators, competitors or 
disease organisms; These are themselves 
sexual and can constantly produce new 
mixtures of genes which threaten the slugs. 
Just as with capitalism, once competition and 
innovation gel started, you have to join in or 
go extinct. 

There is a beautiful example of the dangers 
of monopoly in a freshwater snail, 
Potamopyrgyus jen/dnsii. which was imported 
by accident in a load of ballast in the 1880s 
from New Zealand to where Thames me ad 
now stands. Now there are billions 
throughout Europe, small, black and all 
female. Back in its home town in New 


Zealand there are plenty of males in some 
places, and here they are sexual, but only in 
ponds, and only because there are parasites 
that infect them. They have to evolve faster 
than the parasites by reshuffling rheir genetic 
hand of cards through sex - or become 
extinct 

It serves as a perfect natural experiment on 
the origin of sex - as a capitalist tool allowing 
conflict and competition. 

All this has dealt with what happens once 
sex has got started, and that once it has. it 
cannot he given, up in the face of others who 
arc still indulging: in it. 

There is a new idea, based on DNA repair, 
on how sex began in the first place. Every time 
a man has sex he makes enough sperm to 
fertilise the entire female population of 
Europe and enough length of DNA to go 
twice around the world. Chemisuy tells us that 
DNA would quickly be destroyed unless it was 
carefully repaired every rime a cell divides. 

The DNA repair is far more active in sperm 
and egg than in body cells, and much more 
active in females than males: males do the 
damage: females repair it. 

Perhaps this is how it began in the first place 

- two single strands of DNA got together and 
compared notes. One was damaged by 
mutation and could check what repair to 
make by looking at the DNA of the other one 

- a sort of genetic proof-reading process. So 
that is perhaps what sex really means: death 
for those who indulge in it. as tbeir own genes 
are destroyed by mutation in their asexually- 
reproducing body cells, but immortal life for 
their genes. 

Next Wednesday is the deadline for those 
being taxed under the new self-assessment 
system. Given what I have said about sex and 
taxes, think of it as a second honeymoon. 
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Do not pass go 

Charles Arthur explains the attractions of an ancient oriental game 



As a child, I used to enjoy chess. Any 
small boy can find something appealing 
in the game’s medieval names and 
executionary gestures of capture, made 
across the conveniently-sized board. But 
how frustrating, as one improves, to find 
that the two sides’ destructive efforts 
often leave them both unable to muster 
enough force to win, wandering the 
empty wastelands of the battle until a 
draw is agreed and the bloodshed can 
start afresh. 

Now a touch older, I find chess a 
cramped, limited game, whose greatest 
complexity is in the wrong part - its 
rules. I prefer go, an Oriental game 
(Chinese or Japanese, depending on 
whom you ask) which is nearly twice as 
old as chess, but whose rules are for 
simpler and board for larger. 

As you might guess, having simpler 
rules makes it harder. In fact, go seems 
to me a far better preparation for the 
subtleties of life than chess, it teaches 
the value of weighing tactics against 
strategy, and the diplomatic method of 
allowing one's opponent a small victory 
in order to win a bigger one later. 

lb the beginner, go has two 
advantages over chess. First, there are 
no fancy moves to leam. All the pieces 
(called “stones”, either black or white) 
are alike, and remain where they are 
placed on the board unless captured. 
Second, a golf-like “handicapping" 
system lets novices play experienced 
players on level terms by giving them a 
calculated number of extra moves 
before the game starts. 

The full board consists of a 19 x 19 
grid of lines, giving it 361 playing points, 
compared to chess’s paltry 64. (To 
simplify matters, beginners tend to start 
on a 9 x 9 board.) The object is to place 
the stones on points of the grid so as to 
surround unoccupied grid points - 
“territory" - on the board. The winner 
is the one with more territory when no 
more moves are possible. 

The tussles begin as the stones 
accumulate. Placing stones on adjacent 
points of the grid connects them, 
forming a “group”, which may be of any 
size. A group is “alive” if it encircles at 
least two separated points of the grid. 

Groups that are not alive can be 
captured by completely surrounding 
them, which nets one point per captured 
stone, plus the points of territory they 
vacate when removed from the board. 
Groups that are alive cannot be 
captured. So battles tend to consist of 
one side trying to make a group alive, 
against the opponent’s efforts. The 
result looks, to the inexperienced eye, 
like a knitting pattern using Imperial 
Mints and Liquorice Allsorts. 

At the end, captured stones are 
removed and subtracted from their 
owner's points total The vanning 
margin can be huge, or just half a point 
(White always plays second in go, and 
receives a start of five-and-a-half points 
in return). Which is another thing you 
always get a definite result. 

Every game is a voyage into a huge 
sea of possibility. There are an 
estimated IQ™ possible games of go, 
compared to 1Q 1J0 in chess. Go players 
operate on intuition and feel, based on 
experience; while tactical struggles do 


demand careful reading, many moves on 
the open board cannot be criticised or 
praised, except in hindsight. 

This artistic component forces one to 
consider subtle Japanese ideas such as 
“shape" and “efficiency" (how well a 
group of stones encloses an area), of a 
group of stones being “light” or “heavy” 
(meaning they can evade capture easily 
or with difficulty), of “thickness” (a 
group which can be used for attack) and 
“ajT (a Japanese word referring to the 
potential of apparently captured stones 
to cause trouble for the captor). 

Such concepts are difficult to express 
in words, let alone computer programs. 
Thus, while there are plenty of go- 
playing computer games, none can beat 
a professional - there’s a rmUion-dollar 
prize awaiting the first person to write 
such a program. In fact, none can yet 
even beat a competent amateur on level 
terms - though they offer entertainment 
to learners and those looking for a 
distraction. 

Those incapable (like me) of learning 
chess openings will be delighted to hear 
that go has no standard openings. There 
are common opening moves, but after 
about 40 moves - 20 by each side - the 
game will have barely begun, yet will be 
different from any that either side has 
played before. 

The middle game sees battles and a 
general settling of territorial areas, and 
foe endgame proceeds quite rapidly 
because there are fewer possible moves 
as the board fills up. though it becomes 
important to calculate foe order of 
moves - at this stage, every extra point 
helps. A standard game between 
competent amateurs takes about an 
hour and consists of more than 200 
moves. 

Go also forces one to develop true 
strategy. The size of foe board means 
you can lose a sizeable group in one 
corner, and yet not lose foe game, since 
you can start almost afresh elsewhere. 
Better players may give up a large 
group, or let the opponent gain 
territory, in order to win bigger gains 
elsewhere - foe idea of “compensation”. 
It is the requirement to consider foe 
broader picture, weighing up events 
across the whole board, which makes go 
such a fascinating challenge. 

A final recommendation? The 
thought processes that go promotes - of 
observing balance in one's forces, of 
letting the opponent win a little so that 
you can win a lot - closely resemble 
Japanese industrial strategy. Whenever 
I hear a manager compare business to 
chess, I know I am listening to a loser. 
The boss of Nintendo, for example, is a 
top-ranked go amateur; one of foe first 
Western companies to win a contract 
from him got it when its boss - also a go 
player - offered a challenge game. In its 
way, playing go is like winning market 
share. You don’t need to get eveiything 
-just more than the opposition. 

There are many local go clubs, and a 
number of schools where foe game is 
played. Contact the British Go 
Association on the Internet at 
http^/www .britgo.demon.co.uk or write 
to 6 Meynell Crescent, Hackney, 

London E9 7AS (enclosing a large sae) 
for more information. 



Hie opening 100 moves of a British championship match. White 
has live groups in the bottom-left comer and centre; Black, in 
the bottom centre and left side. The top right is undeveloped. 



Moves 101-200: the middle game develops the top right, which 
is shared between White and Black. The game is very dose. 
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Moves 201-308: Black tries to kill White’s top centre group 
in foe endgame, but fails. All foe same. Black (Matthew Mac- 
fadyen) wins the game (against Shutai Zhang) by 6 V 2 points. 


Games people play 

Pandora Meliy discovers the jq/s of pyromama in b ^ 


ranaora Meuy discovers me joys or ** - . e eIem ent to it 

Snootagrease*, 55, soft furnisher 10 play- for others it s frivolous. 

for some people, 1 o meanings-. 

I used to play a terrible game with my young “h£S only P aying, ^ j s t hat you 1 win 

cousin. We called it “setting fire to foe attic". Th® P 0 *®* 1 0 f rules. Chess bv O f 

It was very modest - just little games of wc ^7k2L.ise the rules are so inflexibly 

lighting fires in foe attic It was symbolic of beautiful oe« D0 possibility ot 

wanting to set fire to eveiything. That’s a laid down foa potential of var JJJ*P 

good analysis, that is. Or perils not. We cheating, would be 

wanted to drop flaming water-bombs on the sequences o without chance, 

people passing along the streets of Chelsea. ■ mindless. I » the Parochial Qiurch 

We’d heat up tittle paper kettles of boiling §L have a set of rules, but 

water over a little pile of twigs, then we'd Council y° interpretation. The present 

throw them over foe parapets. A combination r ® t J®" Tam fl0 t playing games any 

of water, fire and air. A very complex and game is that 1 F ^ ack IO cleaning the 

sophisticated spiritual exercise, and the more. Iwoul 

passers-by complained. What it says is that we silver. 

weren’t wanted downstairs. On Sundays we the nseudonym of a world 

children were sent away to Elsewhere, out of *J* noo(er $\^-L designer. 
the way of the grown-ups. So we went upstairs mailable from £?£ 

and Were Noticed. Fire Protection (0800 

I don’t recall anv games at school I went to ddhraw Vffny b chess’, ty William 
■Repton, and I think foe purpose erf its . **Z£mS*£) costs £4.99. 

educational system was to take away any wish H artston (Cadog 

Don’t junk it . . . use it 

Your all-purpose spill-tree envelope for salt or seeds 

t-1- --^ Tl 

SSnEsor anything else delicate and 

fold down foe top e^ofasheet of 

paper (half a sheet of A4 is a good size to try 
fora small neat envelope at foe end). 


2. Fold bottom edge of paper up to foe top, 
tucking it in beneath the earlier fold. Then 
turn foe -paper over. 





3 Fold foe top comers down so that what 
were the right and left edges now line up with 
foe bottom. 


4. Fold bottom corners up to meet foe top 
ones and tuck in under foe flaps. 




New game of the week 

Would you understand if I said: “The verge 
gin nylons" or “Main BA vain bard lay"? The 
first's a place, the second's a television 
programme. Are you with me? Its the Virgin 
Islands and Men Behaving Badly, of course. 

If you like this sort of thing, you’ll enjoy 
Babble On. from WaddingtonS (around 
£19.99), though you'll still wince at such 
examples as police pea cough tethered own 


5. You will now notice that it is too late to 
put anything into your envelope. So undo one 
of the ends, insert your precious gems/salt/ 
pepper/seeds and close the package again. 

Save until foe weather improves. 

Bawvt O'Beirne-Ranelagh 


(Please speak after the tone) and glee hop at 
rare sneeze doll (Cleopatra’s Needle). 

Always ingenious, sometimes inspired (like 
pig knicker Tang}’ Wok for Picnic at Hanging 
Rock) . but if the above examples make you 
want to a Mig great two new seal learned then 
Babble On is deaf innately knot Toby wrecker 
mended. Best played when at least mildly 
inebriated, if not peace daz Canute. 


'he games page is edited by William Hartston 
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We made the Christmas chess 
competition too easy, it seems. 
The problem was to reach the 
diagram position after White’s 
19th move. As several entrants 
pointed out, it can be done in IS. 

The 19-move solutions 
generally have a while knight 
captured on a5 by a bishop, 
which is then taken by a pawn. 
The black e-pawn then promotes 


Perplexity 


The 10 “26 L of the A" (Letters 
of the Alphabet) teasers we set a 
fortnight ago proved a difficult 
set, though several entrants 
showed admirable ingenuity 
when they couldn't think of foe 
right answers. We have been as 
generous as possible in accepting 
alternatives to our intended 
solutions, which were as follows: 

1 Atomic Number of Hydrogen. 

2 Fingers in a Rude Gesture (or 
Fifteens in a Rugby Game). 

3 Bowls of Porridge Goldilocks 
"fasted. 4 Fingers on a Hand 
(Excluding the Thumb). 5 O’clock 
Shallow. 6 Geese a-Laying. 7 
Points for Potting a Black in 
Snooker. 8 Ranks on a Chess 
Board. 9 Tailors of Dorothy L 
Sayers. 10 Toes on Your Feci. 


to a bishop on gl and heads back 
to 18 via c5. Only after all that 
can Black play d6. 

The ingenious 18-move 
answers have the black pawn 
promoting to a queen, which 
then takes foe knight on a3. For 
example: l.d4 e5 2.BJ2 e4 3-Ba5 
e3 4.a4 exf2+ 5Jtd2 £xgl=Q 
6.Kc3 d6 7.Na3 Qe3+ S.Kb4 
Qxa3+ 9.bxa3 Bf5 10.c3 Bc2 
11. c4 f5 12.Qbl Qf6 13.Bb5+ 
Ke7 14.BeS b5 I5.Bb6 c5+ 

16.Ka5 Nc6+ 17.Ka6 Rb8 
18.Qa2. 

All the 18-move and 19- move 
answers went into the winner- 
generating hat. and foe following 
names emerged: Laura Fraser 
(.Inverness), Stuart McMenemy 
(Glasgow), MP Young 
(Highbridge, Somerset). They 
will ad receive a copy of the 
splendid Chessmaster 5000 on 
CD-Rom. 


The winner is Peter B Dodson 
(Draycott, Derby). Now try these: 

11 0 WbyBH 

12 Lof H 

13 CinaS 

14 D in a F 

15 R B in S 

16 O in a P 

17 S in a H 
18FKNL 
19TTD 
2QNOaDB 

The first correct set of answers 
(or the best attempt) opened on 5 
February will win a copy of the 
new Chambers list Century 
Dictionary. Answers to: Perplexity. 
The Independent , 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf. London 
E145DL 
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ACROSS 

7 Fails to hit (6) 

8 Defeated (6) 

10 Human rights cam- 
paigning organisation 

11 raramour{5) 

12 Of sound mind (4) 

13 Meat dishes (5) 

17 Principal (5) 

IS Indian dress (4) 

22 Newspaper exclusive (5) 

23 Plunge mto liquid (7) 

24 Young animal (6) 

25 Receive (6) 




DOWN 

1 Foreign legation (7) 

2 Foolish (7) 

3 Banquet (5) 

4 Shouts loudly (7) 

5 Cooker (5) 

6 Motionless (5) i 

9 Artificial (9) 

14 Section of book (7) 

15 Obstacle 0 

16 Freedom (/) 

19 Japanese city (5) 

20 Scottish river (5) , 

21 Protective garment (5) 


Sotatton to yesterdays Concise Cross* art: 



Today we complete our 
discussion of the questions 
in the Christmas 
Competition. 

In question 4. as South 
with East-West vulnerable, 
vou held: 

♦ K O 3 2 
VJ 9 7 
OQ4 
+ 10 9 7 3 

West North East South 
l* pass 
pass dblc 2 ^ pass 
2* dble all pass 

Having decided to pass 
partner’s second take-out 
double, what do you lead? 

♦ 2, C*Q. *10. *3 or 
something else? 

h seems likely that your 
partner has some heart 
length and. to protect his 
holding, a trump lead 
suggests itself. In case he has 
a singleton or doubicton 
honour, a low spade seems 
best - it is unlikely, after all. 
that you will make more 
than two natural trump 
tricks, and you will still have 
them after the lead of 42. 
This would have my vote 
and, at the table, would have 
led to a penalty of 80fl 
points. In practice, partner 
led 0 Q and we now had to 
work hard to collect 200. 1 
suppose that a dub lead is a 
possibility, with the ten 
looking less unattractive 
than foe three, and leading 
to foe same +200. Nothing 
else appeals. 

In the final question, ns 
West you had opened 1NT 
(15-17 points) and had been 
raised directly to 6NT 


against which North has led 
O). How should you play? 

West East 

♦ KJ9 4107 

t T’AJ4 ?K83 

OOS4 OAK J 10 3 

♦ A J 10 2 4KQ6 

You have II top tricks 

and the twelfth could come 
from a variety of sources: a 
straightforward heart 
finesse, a favourable view in 
spades, or even some sort of 
end-play if cither defender 
holds something in spades 
and the guarded ^Q. 

A pleasing idea, which 
worked at the tabic, was to 
win the dub lead in dummy, 
dropping the ten from hand 
and suggesting that you held 
only three tricks in foe suit, 
and immediately lead 4 10 
to the king! Consider, if 
South holds the ace or 
covers with the queen you 
are home and dry. 

If North holds" the ace 
(needless to say, without the 
queen) he may, if he is a 
good defender, duck in case 
you hold K,Q,9 and will now 
have a nasty guess on the 
second round of the suit. 
Finally, even if North does 
win with ♦ A and does not 
continue the suit, you will 
have the heart finesse in 
rescrae. Winners: A J 
Oddio, Frank Wharton and 
Tony Gladstone, who will 
each shortly receive a prize 
Of The Complete Book of 
Bridge Tips, compiled 
by Sally Brock, and soon to 
be published by Chess St 
Bridge Ltd (369 Elision 
Road. London NWl), who 
have donated the prizes. 


13 14 15 16 17 1* 19 20 21 27 ??. 



This was Problem I m the Christmas quiz. Black on 
roll, should he double? Should White accept? TOs 
a problem from two-time world champion Bill 
Rofertte s excellent instructional book. Advanced 
B a ckg° mmon - f-Ct us listen to his reasoning: 

„??? L“ a ll ‘ yp, £ al benchmark double in the openin 
Black has threekey ingredients for a strong double- 

m,A.%1 Cn i? r fron ‘ P 051 ^"- «itb ibe 5-point alrea, 
potential * * Sai ” e haS ^ pnmin 8 and attacking 

“A strong defensive anchor, guaranteeine that 
should things go badly, he cannot be redoubled anv 

iimc soon. * 

“Some immediate threats. All his doubles n| av 
well. Six rolls make the 3-point. Six rolls make the 4 
point. Two rolls make the bar-point. Two rnlk m«i. 

the 1-point. The other 14 rollsXh Z We? 

good point at least hit loose on the 3-poin wSn. 
two men in the air. ^ ^ putting 

„ "^!) ou ' d ^ fli[e when doubled? The answer i 
no. The key here is White’s two men out 

his 2-pomt Although White is quite likely to smviv 
the immediate pri ruing/blitzing threats and pmpr * 
with a defensive anchor, hisgaine wilf then h? 
stnppedof pfayabte men .nd^iteunpromuL " 
So the quiz answer is doubie/drop. &■ tho^ 
wanting to gam a real understanding ofbSL™ 
and improve their game significant!? I 

£rs! Bad r mmaL 

02174, USA. fez: OoSfin-^Mo’ 4^!?'“-,^ 
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L ast Friday, two men in suits 
walked onto the stage of the 
Hexagon theatre in Reading, 
and proceeded to tell the audi- 
ence some news from their own 
backyard: that, unknown to most of 
Reading’s citizens, one of its two hospi 
tals. the Royal Berkshire, was about to be 
shut down. That, os an early warning of 
what was in store, the hospital had closed 
down its Accident & Emergency Unit on 
two occasions in the last two weeks (and 
if you rang the NHS's press office for con- 
firmation, you’d hear them say. "Yes we 
did dose down the A and E ward - but 
we didn't tell anyone." as if that made it 
more acceptable). And in place of Lhe 
Royal Berkshire, the audience heard, 
plans are now afoot to build a huge pub 
lie-service complex that will feature two 
multi-storey car parks, an office block, a 
restaurant, a shopping mail and a health 
farm, but nothing of any actual medical 
use at alt... 

"We’ve talked to local journalists, of 
course, and it's news to them." Bird said 
with satisfaction. “It’s very odd when you 
can just turn up at a theatre and idl the 
audience what's happening to them..." It 
is indeed odd. There's something almost 
medieval about a brace of travelling play 
ers arriving in town with news for the 
townsfolk about their own fate. It’s a com- 
bination of news, entertainment and 
plain shock that no other arts medium 
offers. But spiking the convivial bowl with 
harsh facts from the real world is what 
John Bird and John Fortune do best. 
Their monologues in which one of them 
interrogates the multi-faceted George 
Parr, fixer, trouble-shooter, spin doctor 
and apologist supreme - started as five- 
mi nuie chats on Rory Bremner's comedy 
show in 1991 Then Channel 4 gave them 
an extended 15-minute slot, for the fuller 
version of their monologues, around mid- 
night, and were persuaded to move it ear- 
' lier. A book of the scripts followed last 
autumn, entitled The Long Johns. 

Now they've taken the show on the 
road, for a six-date tour (Reading was the 
second; still to come are Leeds, Newcas- 
tle, Wimbledon and High Atycorabe), 
appearing on stage with two armchairs, 
two lapel mikes and a droll warm-up man 
called Mike Meier. The first gig, in Brom- 
ley. drew an unprecedented burst of 
applause from the Guardian's veteran 
critic, Michael Billington. Only a best- 
selling CD and a phone call from Para- 
mount Studios (“Arnold is very keen to 
read for George Pan - ...") seem currently 
beyond the range of possibilities facing 
this unlikely twosome. 

Satire, of course, depends on taking a 
portion of the truth - a physical detail, a 
malevolent tendency - and subjecting it 
to relentless expansion until it enters a 
realm of moral absurdity; Swift’s babies- 
for-supper pamphlet, a Modest Proposal 
is still Lhe template for the whole genre. 
Bird and Fortune have the technique cold 
- "When you're suffering a cardiac 
arrest," one of them asked the other on 
the Hexagon stage, “what's the first thing 
you need when you get to the hospital? 
That’s right - a parking space” - but so 
smoothly plausible is the language of their 
lethal antiphons that many people have 
been fooled. When they made their first 
appearance on Rory Bremner’s newly 
politicised comedy show, some viewers 
couldn't tell if a) the dialogue was 
faithfully transcribed from a real- 
conversation with this or that ministry; b) 
wholly invented but with a core of gen- 
uine statistics; oi c) completely made up, 
figures and “facts” included. “Our 
favourite phone call to the duty officer 
[the person who monitors viewers com- 
plaints at a television station] was when 
somebody'd ring up and say, ‘Look, is this 
real? Or is it meant to be foany?’ ” For- 
tune said with delight. 

The two Johns have been meaning to ; 
be funny for some 36 years now. They 
come across as a neatly complementary ; 
pair Bird is short, serious and mildly iras- 
cible, as if beset by a constant neuraT itch; i 
Fortune is bulky, humorous and genial, i 
beset only by a desire to buy you a drink. \ 
Bird drinks Jo-alcohol things, smokes ! 
and does most of the talking and ad hoc i 
theorising; Fortune drinks Guinness, _ 1 
doesn’t smoke and cuts in with droDanec- I 
dotes. Bird, who was noted in the mid-Six- 1 
ties for his seamless impersonations of i 
Harold Wilson, now bears a distinct look i 



of Neil Kinnock; Fortune, with a mouth 
as thin as a razor-cut and a spectacular 
cocked eyebrow like an astonished 
pigeon. looks bom to play Perplexed 
Bystander roles. 

When were they last on tour? “Never." 
Bird said with distaste, “but of course 
John here is the Man of the Theatre.’’ “I 
was in On Approval," Fortune said 
dreamily, “that old thing by Frederick 
Lonsdale, four or five years ago. It toured 
for 11 weeks. It was a fairly major disas- 
ter. The touring was... awful." It is not, 
however, for actorish tales of seaside land- 
ladies and weekly rep that you sit in with 
the two Johns. Professional satirists for 
half a lifetime, they talk in an unbroken 
succession of conjectures and sarcastic 
riffs on the week's political news. On the 
Millennium dispute, for instance: “That 
picture of Hcscltine being driven to Tony 
Blair’s office. Bird said with a genuine 
chuckle. "You realise their people must 
have spent all day trying to decide who 
goes to whose office. It shows Hcseltine's 
desperation.. .You just know he's been 
knocking these captains of industry’s 
heads together, saying, ‘You know your 
knighthood's out of the window if you 
don’t cough up the money.’ ” 

•Tr’s something that both sides are 
likely to talk up because it’s not really con- 
troversial." Fortune said. “It’s like con- 
stitutional reform. In both cases the real 
question is 'Who gives a shil?’ ~ 

“But John Major does," said Bird. “He 
gets all pink when he starts talking about 
The Union’. It’s the one thing he gets 
absolutely passionate aboul. I don’t know 
why." I suggested it was because the 1951 
Festival of Britain was a Labour initiative 
and the PM wants to make sure the Mil- 
lennium is a Tory Millennium. Bird: “So 
that every time you see the dome you'll 
think of John Major ?" Fortune: "Partic- 
ularly if there’s nothing in it.” 

What did they look forward to satiris- 
ing under a Labour administration? 
“Rather the same things as we do already" 
said Bird with his clubman chuckle. “You 
know how everything is supposed to be 
about 'instinct' now? The Tories say. 'Yes 
it is true that we put up taxes but our 
instinct is to cut them. In Labour, it’s the 
other way around. No, they say, we’re not 
going to spend more money on the 
Health Service, although our instinct is to 
do so. They’re dying to show that their 
hearts are in the right place.” “And now 
they’ve started talking about 'trust'." For- 
tune said, adopting his the-woridVgone- 
mad expression.“Tony Blair said- This 
election is all about trust’ Trust in what?" 



John Walsh meets. 

The Long 
Johns 


“Trust our instincts,” Bird explained 
“They’re saying ‘Do you believe us when 
we say we would like to do this but we 
can't? Or do you really think wc just don’t 
want to?' Believe me. Labour govern- 
ments in the future will be about the 
things which they'd like to do hut can't." 

The main focus of their scorn, as reg- 
ular viewers will know, is not necessarily 
the pursuit of a malign polity but the use 
of rhetoric to defend tbe indefensible. 
Again and again they come back to 
words: "Customer services when it means 
ignoring the customer completely. Offer- 
ing people a ‘choice’ when the choice is 
'You can have it if you can afford if. And 
‘We have made our position absolutely 
clear\.."They were incensed by Labour's 
claims that Kenneth Clarke was going to 
impose VAT on food. No evidence was 
advanced to corroborate this accusation. 
“This is not about policy," Bird said. “It's 
about the shadow of policy. Labour said 
‘Well it’s true they never said they were 
going to put VAT on food - but it’s the 
sort of thing they’d like to do...’ ” fortune 
chimed in: “Labour might just as well 
bring out a poster saying The Tories are 
going to kill all babies under 18 months. 
Can you trust them not to?’ ” 

They met at Cambridge in the late 
Fifties, Bird was from Nottingham, where 
his father managed a chemist’s shop; For- 
tune. two years younger, came from Bris- 
tol, the son of a commercial traveller, and 
both read English at King's. Fortune 
remembers walking down towards the 
Arts theatre with a second-year student, 
wbo suddenly clutched his arm and 
pointed at a little cottage with a steamed- 
up window. “Look!" he hissed, Tr’s John 
Bird." “Who?” Fortune asked “He’s a 
brilliant director," gushed his friend 
“He’s just like Brecht." 

Bird was. Fortune explained, that pecu- 
liar thing, a veiy famous undergraduate. 
Bird directed the Cambridge Footlights 
company in his last year; Fortune did like- 
wise. In his middle vear. he directed and 


wrote for a not-untalented newcomer 
called Peter Cook whose apotheosis in 
Beyond the Fringe was two years in the 
future. Fortune gave the fledgling show 
the first notice of its London run, in the 
pages of Cambridge Review. 

When you're looking for clues as to why 
these two talented men emerged from 
university to spend their entire working 
lives mocking the political orthodoxies of 
Westminster and Whitehall, and 
subvening the language of political con- 
trol, it's tempting to screech to a halt at 
the words “FR Leavis". Leavis. who 
insisted that the teaching and apprecia- 
tion of English literature was a lesson in 
profound morality, tutored both men at 
different times in their university career. 
If anyone could be responsible for 
insisting on the primacy of troth in a jun- 
gle of tentacular logic and slithery 
rhetoric, it'd be he. But, typically. Bird and 
Fortune play down his effect on them into 
anecdote. "I used to go to seminars at 
Downing, his college." Bird said, “just two 
Downing undergraduates and I. We never 
exchanged a word during the first semi- 
nar, but as 1 left he rushed after me and 
said. ‘Mr Bird. I’d appreciate it if you 
didn’t tell people about coming to me 
front outside the college. My colleagues 
at Downing are not happy with me. I’m 
on the ground floor, and they look 
through my window as they pass by, and 
they say. There's old Leavis - raking in 
the fees again.’ " 

I asked if he was as earnest and seri- 
ous as his image suggested. “No, no,” said 
Fortune. “He was wonderfully down to 
earth. He once told me [Fortune adopted 
an accent disconcertingly like that of 
Enoch Powell, MP] ‘I m-emember going 
down King’s Parade when 1 was a young 
man and seeing Lytton Surrachey walk- 
ing towards me with Dadie Rmylands on 
one arm and Rmipert Brrrooke - the 
golden-voiced onrator of King’s College 
-on the other. And do you know, I didn’t 
know where to put myself...?” So did he 


teach them anything? “What he really 
taught us was how things worked," Bird 
" said. “That the things that work best are 
the best. And that even if your own stan- 
dards aren’t particularly high, or partic- 
ularly clear, at least you believe in stan- 
dards. That’s an unfashionable belief 
when everything's supposed to be ‘rela- 
tive' and ‘ironic’ and ‘post-modernist,’ 
which means, in fact, that nobody gives 
a shit about anything." 

After Cambridge. Bind plunged into 
serious dramaturgy; at 22. he was telling 
Lotte Lenya what to do at tbe Royal 
Court in a tribute evening to his beloved 
Brecht And as for Fortune. “When I went 
to university. I’d always wanted . to do 
something in adult education. In my last 
year, I went for an interview, and these 
people said. Well fine, if you want ro 
teach miners to love DH Lawrence, we 
can get you a room in a mining town and 
pay you. ooh. eight quid a week.’ And I 
thought do I want to do that - or do 1 
want to go and open a nightclub in Soho 
with Peter Cook?" 

Incredibly, he chose the latter route. 
The club they founded in 1961 was called 
The Establishment and served drinks, 
meals and twice-nightly cabaret, featur- 
ing the likes of the newly arrived Barry 
Humphries. Originally Bird and Fortune 
were to be only writers, and Fortune was 
meant to eo-direct performances with 
Cook. But after auditioning a succession 
of actors, they’d found hardly anyone who 
shared their sense of humour. “Peter said. 
’Why don’t you do it for three months, just 
until we find somebody.’ And now, 36 
years later...” 

With the benefit of hindsight, one can 
only wonder what happened to Bird and 
Fortune. Two of the architects of the Six- 
ties satire boom, which produced Private 
Eye, Thai Was the Week That Was. their 
careers seemed to run a parallel course 
to the comedy mainstream of the next 30 
years. There was one raomenr on which 
cultural history now seems to have 
hinged. John Bird shared a flat with an 
A TV researcher called David Frost, who 
did occasional cabaret turns. One day. 
Bird was approached by Ned Sherrin and 
asked if he'd like to write for the pilot edi- 
tion of That Was die Week That Was 
(TW3), which Sherrin was to produce. 
Bird agreed, “and Ned asked me if I’d 
front it. So I had to ask myself, ‘Do I go 
and set up another Establishment Club 
in Chicago, as I’d more or less already 
agreed, or do I stay in London? So I 
turned it down. Ned said, 'Do you have 
any suggestions for front men?' And I 


said, ‘Well. David Frost, who shares my 
flat, does cabaret...' ” 

You can almost hear the wings of fate 
beating o'erhead. Frost, of course, took 
over Sixties TV, 71IG begat The Frost 
Report, which begat I’m Sony Fll Read 
Thai Again, which begat The Goodies and 
Monty Python... By the time Bird and 
Fortune returned from their years in 
America, things had moved on. They 
won enthusiastic audiences for satirical 
excursions like Not So Much a Pro- 
gramme. More a Way of Life, but subse- 
quent visits to the well, like The Late 
Show and BBC3. showed a dwindling 
interest. John and I did a couple of sit- 
coms for the BBC." said Bird, “but we 
were always pretty bad at getting scripts 
in on time. And by then 1 was very inter- 
ested in Jean-Luc Godard, and I kept 
wanting to have background shots of 
posters with the word 'WAR’ on them." 

They arc both a little vague about how 
life has treated them in the intervening 
years. Fortune has found himself living, 
at different times, in n Scottish castle, a 
Georgian mansion in Cork and a certain 
degree of marital disharmony; he now 
lives in Chiswick with a film producer 
called Emma. Bird lives in Reigate with 
a piano teacher called Libby. “We 
moved there in 19S5," he says, “only 
about a mile from the previous house. 
I moved from George Gardiner’s con- 
stituency to Kenneth Baker’s con- 
stituency, two of the biggest Conserva- 
tive majorities in the country...” Both 
former hard-line radicals would still, 
they say, vote Labour but wouldn’t go 
so far as to call themselves Labour sup- 
porters. “I mean." Fortune said, “the 
idea of waking up on the Friday after the 
General Election and finding Major. 
Howard. Hcseltine. Virginia. Portillo 
and Gummer still in power - and know- 
ing they’re going to be on the Today pro- 
gramme for another five years..." 

Before we said goodbye, I suggested 
that the turning point was when Mike 
Yarwood's comfy impression of Harold 
Wilson arrived to supercede Bird's far 
superior embodiment of the devious 
pipeman. “My Wilson was political: his 
wasn’t." says Bird, shortly. But there had 
been a definite bifurcation of taste, and 
the world went with Yarwood...” That’s 
the world for you. I've come to terms 
with all that." Could it be, I wondered, 
that you were too smart for your own 
good? Bird reflected grumpily. “Yeah, 
■smart’ is probably the word. Especially 
in that pejorative English sense - just too 
elewrby half ..." 



The evergreen revue 
Fascinating Aida on 
Thursday mused on the 
oddities of language, 
describing the beverage 
Horb'cks as “a racy name 
for a rather bland drink”. 
Earlier in the day there 
were considerably greater 
liberties taken with the 
English language by the 
Arts Council, a bland 
name for an increasingly 
racy organisation. Lord 
Cowrie, its chairman, trying 
to point out his political 
neutrality described himself 
operatieaBy as “quango 
rastrata”, an epithet which 
should accompany him 
^froughouthis tenure. 



David Lister 

;ris notebook 


But the more remarkable 
linguistic games were played 
at die Council’s launch of its 
lottery “stabilisation” fond 
which, among other things, 
will help pay the debts of 
companies in trouble. 

Gowrie pretty much gave the 


game away when, to glares 
from his colleagues, he 
confided (hat he had lost the 
battle over this fund's 
nomenclature. He bad 
wanted to call it the “Phoenix 
Fund". To admit that lottery 
ticket buyers were helping 
ailing companies rise from 
the dead rather than 
stabdising creative successes 
undergoing temporary 
blips might have been 
poliiicafsuicide. 

But this was not the end of 
the linguistic puzzles. The 
English National Opera and 
other stabilised companies 
could have their money only 
on the condition that Arts 
Council and other experts 


were brought in to advise 
them on their future 
financial plans. That this 
supposedly radical departure 
was meant to be the role of 
the Council already in its 
regular appraisals and 
contaci with its clients 
seemed to have been 
forgotten. But if it takes 
forgetfulness and language 
changes and a measure of 
stealth to use lottery money 
for revenue funding of the 
arts rather than just 
spending the money on new 
buildings, then I for one 
won’t argue with it. 

And what of the word 
“commercial"? The Donraar 
Warehouse, a commercial 


theatre in central London, 
was given £150,000 of public 
money on Thursday. That 
should be applauded. The 
work of director Sam 
Mendes there is exciting and 
must be sustained, even if 
the Arts Council moves away 
from its traditional remit to 
do so. My only quibble with 
this is that Sam Mendes is a 
member of the Council's 
own drama panel. There is 
no impropriety here. He 
leaves the room when his 
theatre is discussed. But the 
perception of a very large 
and unusual grant going to 
one of the Council’s own is 
not a healthy one. And 
perceptions are important. 


another word the Council 
would do well to mull over. 

The WH Smith Literary 
Award announced its 
shortlist this week. It 
includes the usual suspects, 
Margaret Attwood, Seamus 
Deane, Graham Swift etc. 

But the prize marks a break 
with precedent. A guest 
judge, Nick Hornby; will join 
the other judges, John Carey, 
Lucy Hughes-Hallett and 
Hilary Mantel, for the final 
judging session. While the 
last three will have laboured 
over more than KM) books, 
the author or fever Pitch and 
High Fidelity will have to read 
only six between Arsenal 


fixtures and will be present 
for the controversy of the 
final session and the slap-up 
meal and ceremony to follow. 
This, I suspect is likely to 
catch on rapidly Watch as 
tbe plethora of book prizes 
more to having industry 
figures reading books over 
the year and big-name gnest 
judges being wooed for the 
publicity of the final session, 
and barely a week's reading 
to detain them. 

A brochure from the Palace 
Theatre. Southend-on-Sea. 
advertises a new musical 
Dancing in the Street , an 
evening of nostalgia set on 
the night of 30 July 19b6 


when England won the 
World Cup. It features such 
pop classics as “Jumping 
Jack Flash", “Hi-Ho Silver 
Lining" and “I’m a 
Believer". This play 
. presumably recounts the 
adventures of a group of 
football supporting 
clairvoyants, as none of the 
aforementioned songs had 
been released when England 
won the World Cup. I 
looked up what was top of 
the charts just before the 
World Cup started. It was 
Frank Sinatra's “Strangers 
in the Night". On second 
thoughts, lei’s allow the 
Palace Theatre its dramatic 
licence. 


.^1 




arts & books 

Doing that fish thing she does' 

Last week Vanessa-Mae - she of the electric white violin and even more electrifying wet 
T-shirt - was left high and dry just before embarking upon her latest national concert 
when her Slovak pick-up band were refused UK work permits. Ian Pillow wa ^ th ? re t ^, n 
emergency call went out to a fellow member of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 

Would he like to play with Vanessa-Mae on ,winniacallv Hie rehearsal had started. We r 4 s * iec L - ' 

Friday and Saturday nights? With an offer like Sure enough! there was the group - a couple of electr 

that, how could he refuse? ExceDt that, sadlv. as ■ - ,„h -several oercussion players - ail J*fe 



T here was a message waiting for Spencer Brown, 
our principal viola, the Thursday before lasL 
Would he like to play with Vanessa-Mae on 
Friday and Saturday nights? With an offer like 
that, how could he refuse? Except that, sadly, as 
it happened, the Friday night gig was to be in Plymouth 
and, though we were due to play there on the Thursday, 
by the following night we'd have moved on to Portsmouth. 
The Saturday was OK, though - the orchestra’s one free 
day in a fortnight. Spencer rushed to the phone to get the 
details: Schubert's Trout Quintet at the Bournemouth Inter- 
national Centre - rehearsal at 4pm. 

It seemed to be rather an esoteric choice for the 
wet-look fiddle-chick, but she was on a nationwide tour 
promoting both her latest CD, and herself “as a serious 
classical artist”. 

Now I'm all in favour of glamming up the classical image, 
especially if it brings in converts to the cause and puts bums 
on seats. I make one proviso, though. The artist concerned 
must be good. I'd rather have the world humming along 
and tapping its feet to the Three Tenors than to a group 
of over-hyped tone-deaf mediocrities pounding out elec- 
tric guitars. 

Opinions about Vanessa-Mae’s musical talents seemed 
to vary considerably amongst the band. Our leader for the 
week called her “a terrible violinist”, whereas our coach- 
driver thought she was rather good. He was winding 
Spencer up something rotten on the journey back from 
Plymouth, talking about glasses steaming up, not being able 
to get the bow on the string, and making sure that the up- 
bow steered well clear of her back-side, which apparently 
plays a lively part in the proceedings. The “serious artist" 
bit has yet to permeate his psyche. 

There was one way of finding out the truth. I decided 
to tag along with Spencer to the rehearsal. Watching the 
way she approached a masterpiece of Viennese chamber 
music at close quarters in rehearsal, away from all the 
razzmatazz, would be a true test of her musicianship. 

Nobody was around when we reached the BIC at four 
o’clock on the Saturday afternoon. Spencer and I 
looked in vain for anyone carrying a cello or a double- 
bass (the other two string instruments which, together 
with Vanessa-Mae’s violin and a piano, would make up 
the numbers for Schubert’s quintet). Some time later two 
girls wandered into the hall. Were they the cello and 
bass? “No. We're the backing group. Wc were told to 
be here at four.” Now. it’s a long while since I’ve played 
the Trout Quintet , but I don't remember any backing 
group. Perhaps the Schubert scholars have unearthed a 
new urtext. 

We went backstage to see if there was anybody else 
around and eventually discovered the tour manager, tucked 
away in a little office. 

■‘Vanessa is getting here at five.” 

“Can my friend sit in on the rehearsal?" asks Spencer. 
“Vanessa doesn’t usually like people drifting in.” 
“He’s my caddie.” insists Spencer (“I think you should 
take a No 5 bow for the fourth variation." I imagine myself 
advising, “there’s a nasty bunker in the 1 1th bar”). 

“Oh, all right then.” 

“Did you get a viola player for Plymouth by the way?” 
Spencer enquires. 

“No, we didn’t." 

"How did you manage in The Trout, then?" 

“We had to ditch the fish thing.” 

What a shame. Going all out for the culture image and 
she has to ditch the “fish thing”. 


K5S-- -.■'■'Tr': 





Wet-look fiddle-chick: Vanessa-Mae substitutes a white gown for her cool gear when playing alongside her mum in concert 
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atout lithe racket, totally possessed. ButMVan«M 
Mae So the whole show was going to be nmmL was lt- 
Spencer looked worried. He had trained as a musician, no 

“The^soon stopped and all was quiet asun. 

there was still no sign of any Trountes. At 5.1 J _ die wm 

sudden buret of activity: four men came m to 

the stage. At 5.17 another carpet was laid on top of the hr* 

one.AtS.23 both carpets were taken up again, rolled up and 

“ESi Vanessa-Mae herself bounced in. wearing a bright 
orange jacket and a pair of jeans. She started ^scussmg^th 
an older, oriental-looking woman where she 
But there was still no sign of a cellist or double-bass player, 
let alone a pianist. Eventually Spencer went up to the older 
woman, who seemed to be in charge of everything (and 
turned out later to be not only Vanessa's mum but also the 
missing piano-player), introduced himself, and asked where 
the cello and bass were. . 

“They’re at Covent Garden playing 5 mwi Late. 

“When’s the rehearsal then?” 

“There isn't one ” ' , 

Spencer thought he’d better introduce himself to the star. 
She gave him a perfiinctory handshake, and skipped off. 

“Vanessa-Mae.” I quipped wittily, “but. judging by that 
handshake, I don’t think she will.” 

We repaired to the pub. Spencer s one free afternoon, the 
first time in a fortnight when he could have been out on the 
golf course, had been spent watching four men lay carpets. 

So, what was Vanessa-Mae like at the concert? 

I actually sided with the coach-driver rather than with the 
leader. It was difficult to tell in that dreadful place, with its 
dreadful acoustic, but I’d say she played accurately, deanly^j 
and with a pure tone - what I could hear of her. • 

Even before she made her first appearance on stage, her 
voice had boomed spookily out of speakers in a darkened 
ball, as she gave a yukky description of her opening number 
- Bruch’s Scottish Fantasy. “Bleak Scottish mists,” said 
the voice, “the sun suddenly piercing the gloom onto the 
shining mountains, the drone of the bagpipes, and a 
rumbesruous [sic] Scottish dance.” 

As if to dispel her Penthouse image, she then appeared in 
a dazzling virgin-white evening gown. 

After the first section the man next to me was impressed. 
“She plays without music,” he gasped in wonderment to his 
wife. Before the last section Vanessa re-tuned her violin. 
“Those are the bagpipes. I suppose,” he mused. 

Spencer enjoyed his evening. He did not have to mime, 
although he might just as well have done. The venue’s 
acoustics were about as helpful to string players as chloro- 
form, and anyway Vanessa’s mum at the piano was doing 
her level best to imitate an entire symphony orchestra and 
drowning out everyone else (Vanessa included) in the 
process. As Spencer poetically put it, when I told him I 
hadn't heard a note he’d played all evening. “Funny that 
I was knocking shit out of it.” But he had won Vanessa- 
Mae’s gratitude, earned himself a few bob, and learnt how 
to lay carpets. . . 

Some names haw been changed to protect the innocent 
Vanessa-Mae * and friends' play the Barbican, Silk St. London 
EC2, 7.30pm Monday. Booking: 0171-63S 8891 t 


The show must go on (radio) 

Old television sitcoms don’t die, they just go into radio retirement, where laughter lines replace the wrinkles. By -Jasper Rees 

R adio has come to be seen as the nurserv trade in ideas can «h erode the Anvnm < Ox would suggest that listeners and viewers are sadly wasn't faking, and TV’s recerit sequel 27* v^maics way that was si 

of television, where uilent is suckled and between them, to the inevitable detriment of radio s two enurdv separate species, but Tv the Manor Bom lutin’ of Reginald Perrin , had to stumble on with- radio ” savs HarvevFmm SJ I5IJJ ™ 5 

encouraged to emit its first coherent individual voice. The second involves the tentacu- cinonh-lv relocating to radio prerisclv because- peo- dm 

gurgles. Though it bridles at the idea that lar reachof the nostalgia industry. The growth mar- ole have already seen it. As the bizarrelv lucrative Heath ih.ir iwinn* K»ith u ^ nly 


R adio has come to he seen as the nursery 
of television, where talent is suckled and 
encouraged to emit its first coherent 
gurgles. Though it bridles at the idea that 
the medium offering words and pictures is inher- 
ently superior, there is little radio can do to halt 
the one-way traffic that has given a face, sometimes 
a new name, but above all a much bigger audience 
to one-time wireless entertainments like Whose 
Line Is It Anyway?, The News Quiz, They Think Its 
All Ch er. Room 101 and On the Hour. 

Now. though, it seems, radio has begun refur- 
bishing itself as a retirement home for senior tele- 
vision shows. To the Manor Bom. nominated as one 
of the BBC’s best television comedies at its recent 
60th anniversary awards, has been granted a new 
lease of life by Radio 2. No matter that the vehicle 
for Penelope Keith made its last appearance on tele- 
vision 16 years ago. Rumpok of the Bailey , equally 
long in the tooth, also returns this week in the form 
of a radio reading by - who else? - TV’s long-run- 
ning Rum pole, Leo McKern. Programmes don't 
have to be pushing up the roots of the daisies to catch 
radio’s eye: also corning up is the audio version of 
As Time Goes By, another sitcom about middle-aged 
sexual tension stairing Judi Dench and Geoffrey 
Palmer. Even as 13 old editions are being recycled 
for radio, the sixth series is currently being made for 
television. Nor do they have to be the BBCs baby. 
Shelley, one of the few fondly remembered sitcoms 
from ITV. is also on Radio 2’s shopping list. 

IfyuuYe been looking for an example of bi-medi- 
al ity "that doesn’t involve Brian Hanrahan cropping 
up on PM. vou can call off the search. As well as 
dev eloping its own playhouse comedies, some of 
which may one day transfer to the small screen. 
Radio 2 is" actively trawling the television archives 
for cheap, prc-fabricatcd ideas. Bi-racdiaiity is just 
Birtspcak for licensed poaching. These old televi- 
sion shows may have been crowded out of an over- 
heated marketplace, but radio is more than will- 
ing to take them in. 

There are two separate broadcasting trends that 
overlap here, neither of them especially welcome. 
The first involves the blurring of the 'distinction 
between radio and television (a basic principal 
behind Birt’s restructuring of the BBC): the free 


trade in ideas can only erode the differences 
between them, to the inevitable detriment of radio's 
individual voice. The second involves the tentacu- 
lar reach of the nostalgia industry. The growth mar- 
ket in archive entertainments, which brought vou the 
radio stations Capital Gold and Virgin 1215 and 
the satellite channel UK Gold, is now 
creating a kind of Radio 2 Gold. 

Rather than conceiving 
programmes for which 
listeners will one dav 
grow nostalgic 
Radio 2 is simply 
adopting TV nos- 
talgia readymade. 

It would be 
misleading to 
claim that the 
path from tele- 
vision to radio 
has never been 
trodden by com- 
edy or drama. In 
the 1970s. Dad's 
Army led a douhl 
life on BBCl and 
Radio 2. More recently 
Radio 4 cunningly "dis- 
guised l taoria Hocti-.-ly Seen 
on 71 as .4s Heard on Radio. And 
last year. The Darting Buds of May made 
a valedictory appearance on Radio 4 in an adapta- 
tion of die last of HE Bates’s Larkin stories (which 
television - ever radio’s more squeamish younger 
sibling - had rejected because ir ends with Bnp 
Larkin's death). 

But whereas it once looked like a coincidence, 
now the radiophonic resuscitation of moribund TV' 
shows has become policy. "We know that television 
repeats programmes.” says Jim Moir. the controller 
of Radio 2 and the former head of light entertain- 
ment at BBC TV. w ho is directing the traffic of corn- 
ed} Kick towards the wireless, ''and often gening biti- 
ger audiences than the first transmission. They 
clearly have an afterlife. It’s foolish to think that 
because they have been on television cvciyhndv has 
seen or heard of them." The parallel lives of. 4s Time 


( »’i •cs By would suggest that listeners and viewers are 
two entirely separate species, but Tv the Manor Bom 
am only be relocating to radio precisely because peo- 
ple have already seen it. As the bizarrely lucrative 
market in audio cassette versions of highly' visual TV 
shown like Blackaddcr and Not the Nine O' Clock 
News surely proves, audiences accept 
sound-only mementoes precisely 
because they already carry 
the images in their heads. 
^ "Tit is sounds rather a 
pompous." says / 
Penelope Keith, ji 
“but so many £:M 
W mew saw the show, I i Jj 
should think a pyj 
high percent- jMBP 

\ - - \y?'. '■ age of people H*' 

3-’ listening in |1 

- • • will have seen T.V 

Tfc iL And a great 

help to us as per- 

l?^?- formers is the fact 1 
that they know Lhe 
22** characters. It’s a sort of 
y?' deja heard thing.” 

The first rule of nostalgia 
being that the fondly recalled 
always remain just the way you 
remember them, radio actually offers 


sadly wasn't faking, and TV’s recent sequel 77ie 
legacy of Reginald Perrin, had to stumble on with- 
out its star. (It was because of Paul Eddington’s 
death that Penelope Keith flatly vetoed Jim Moiris 
proposal . to revisit 




’ “ and one aiuldn’t 

ever think of doing it with anybody else”) 

Thotgh few of these shows ever receive their kiss 


1-,-s kessbesses aasysaattSsas 
shsbss&sk eaEffiSSSSS 



which Keith Barron has transplanted Peter Bowles mission any more C ° m " 

as the im tycoon in To the Manor Bom, can be recorded for So 4 P , “ J? 

discreetly accommodated. Really ghastly TV shows * e 

can even be given a complete facelift, as with S7u7 t I- ff detective for all of the first three. 

Ax which w ilj be entir^ ™ aver for No 4 (which he 

reconstructive surgery cannot remedy: Reggie Per- an earlier epsode) ^ 111011500 s RcsnK:k 111 
nn may have feigned death, but Leonard Rossilcr “We were trying to find a way to do the pro- 

© vU* Cj? 0 


- grammes on Kfdib jm a way that was special to 
radio,” says Haiy^c. Frpra the novel sequence he 
chose to adapt NqjSjJfS tted lears, “partly because 
it would have beCT ^piost difficult anyway to have 
done on television tfckes place over three dif- 
ferent eras in Resmck’s Ufe, and radio gives you a 
tremendous amcrasfc^ffcope to do that” But also, 
of all the Resnictflttvelg, Wasted Years has the most 
intrusive jazz souadfrafik, “which is much easier to 
weld in and out qSfeaarrative on radio, to some 
degree because a^jgt^h cheaper to get permis- 
sion to use musi^jpp jjadio.” ^ 

To the Manorfjfofejjas a head stan over other 
sitcoms awaiting t^tta^sation, since Peter Spence 
actually wrote itftfciqpo before Penelope Keith 
asked if she couSj^flie* it to television. The new 
radio senes is a nsrei^brid form of six “classic” fie 
second-hand) sc^Jgapted from the television 
senes bolted on tgjputfgnginal ones commissioned 

eqieaaUy for rad^^aithough the ancestral pile 
.which the widowd^Jjwlrey fforbes-Hamflton has 
been forced to s^fgav»"the television version a dis- 
tinct pictorial show was always more of 

a comedy of mannera.fen a comedy of manors. In 
other words, fit for radio, the only 

SSI.” that evento- 

*** 0ng ^^ tJW after 21 episodes wffl 
^ won’t they get 
together? Ka^&jjs, “and I felt we couUta’t 

^^ Smg th ^^ ce for thal much longer." 

For the only shows Radio 2 is 

™T] n 8 SCem totsedi^ted at middle-aged audi- 
252?J? But we can hazard a 

prediction basedfefep^tation’s current policy of 
nirine once-iTpnifo jMw tnnba.^ » l. 
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Make-believe with malice 

In Roger Michell’s revival of Harold Pinter’s The Homecoming’, the 
audience sees through the play as well as the set. By Paul Taylor 
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Provocative enigma: Lindsay Duncan as Ruth with Keith Allen as her husband Teddy, and Michael Sheen as Lenny 


K:' : 


I n his recently published critical biography 
of Harold Pinter, Michael Billington pro- 
claims that The Homecoming is the drama- 
tist’s “masterpiece". Faced with Roger 
Michell’s revival of the play at the Lyttel- 
ton. any newcomer to Pinter could be forgiv- 
en for thinking that, if the pre-eminence is 
indeed the case, there's every reason for 
giving the rest of his oeuvre a widish berth. 

in a badly misguided touch, the walls are 
translucent on the set of the East End home 
where the play's all male family - rancid with 
rancour and testosterone -are incited to fresh 
spasms of territorial and sexual competitiveness 
when the eldest son, now a US-hased acade- 
mic. returns for a surprise visit with his Eng- 
lish wife. But this production makes you see 
through the play as well as through the walls. 

Usually, one reacts to this piece in a state of 
appalled, prurient fascination as the wife. 
Ruth, extricates herself from an evidently im- 
perfect marriage by the novel expedient of con- 
senting to remain with her in-laws in the 
double role of money-spinning prostitute and 
mother Mibstitute. Just how much the play's 
creepy- spell depends on rhe fautness of the 
direction is made cruelly clear by this sagging 
production. Under no danger of hypnosis 
here, your mind is left free to brood on the 
gaping artificial ides in the drama. 

Roger Micheil is certainly a director to be 


reckoned with. His film of Persuasion has 
claims to be regarded as the best ever TV adap- 
tarion of a classic novel. His production of My 
Nigftt with Reg offered, during its run, the finest 
example of ensemble acting in London. But the 
National Theatre has yet to sec him on top form. 
His Olivier staging of Under Milk Wood piled 
on the visual imagery in a redundant effort to 
present to the eye what Dylan Thomas's radio 
play presents all too visibly to the mind’s eye. 
Now the largeness of the Lyttelton has 
encouraged Micheil to go in for translucent walls 
so as to bring on stage what is more potent when 
left off iL • 

Among Pinter’s many undoubted gifts as a 
dramatist is hard clarity of focus. Here, the fact 
that we can see - or rather, dimly discern - 
people retreating into their bedrooms or scrap- 
ing dishes in the kitchen has the effect of dis- 
tracting attention from the studiedly mannered 
minutiae of what is going on in the sitting-room 
where the play is seL 

Only on one occasion does this expansion of 
visible tei-ritoiy genuinely heighten your sense 
of the obsessive territoriality of the characters. 
This comes when, roused from sleep and 
rightly suspicious that his pimp son Lenny is 
hiding something from him. David Bradleys 
decrepit, gravel-voiced lout of a patriarch. Max, 
advances into this youth's bedroom. We see 
Lenny nervously run on ahead and sweep some- 


thing (pornography?) under his bed. That's not 
all Lenny is concealing, of course, but Ihis 
paternal invasion gives added motivation here 
to the son’s repulsive retaliatoiy speech of 
undermining inquisitiveness about the night he 
was conceived. 

At other points, the set is a liability. It's 
almost comic, for example, that the off-stage 
event one has most need of help picturing - 
Ruth's two hours of pointedly anticlimactic love- 
making with her slow-witted brother-in-law Joey 
(played here as an unappetising runt whose box- 
ing ambitions look comprehensively doomed) 

- is just the one that the geography of the set 
leaves to your already sorely tried imagination. 

There was a time when Ruth's decision to stay 

- a move that involves abandoning her children 

- was viewed as a male fantasy projection. 
Pinter admirers are no longer content with that 
defence. Anxious to see the play as an almost 
feminist fable of female “empowerment”, they 
shress the sterility of her marriage, the culpa- 
ble detachment of her husband, and the way 
she negotiates better terms for herself (she’s 
going to be a very high-class tan). But when 
the rules have been invented by sickeningly 
odious men, where's the triumph in winning the 
game? To read some Pinter critics, you’d think 
that Ruth was an evolutionaiy step in the 
direction of Madonna - Madonna as eulogised 
by Camille Paglia for her “full, florid expres- 


Photo: Geraint Lewis 


sion of the whore's rule over men". What Ruth 
actually represents is a regression from the Nora 
of Ibsen’s Doll’s House who had the guts to get 
out of a bad marriage by going it alone. 

Portraying Ruth, Lindsay Duncan is a listless, 
provocative enigma in nylon stockings. There's 
nothing much else she can be here except a 
sphinx without a riddle. It doesn't help that 
Michael Sheen, playing Lenny, the pimp 
brother-m-law whose brutal cockiness she 
elegantly deflates, has been directed to 
emphasise the underlying uncertainty at the 
expense of the surface menace. A wimp in wolfs 
clothing, this Lenny is too much the little boy 
pretending to be a man. When crossed, he 
petulantly blows smoke into people's faces or 
shows off the phallically long flame from his 
cigarette lighter. Why would she get a lack out 
of cutting this nerd down to size? 

But then Ruth and husband Teddy (a mis- 
cast Keith Allen) are just about the least 
plausible academic couple in world drama. 
There’s a play by Pinter called 77ie Lover in 
which it turns out that the eponymous adulterer 
who calls each day is, in fact, the woman's hus- 
band. The most rational explanation for Ruth 
and Teddy is that they live down the road and 
pop in regularly for a spot of the same kind of 
ritualised make-believe. 

In repertoire at the RNT {Lyttelton Theatre), 
London SE1. Booking: 0171-928 2252 


LAURIE LEWIS 
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THE FILM 

The Frighteners 

THE OPERA 

The Italian Girl in Algiers 

THE CONCERT 

Lutoslawski 

The Michael J Fox revival continues with 

Peter Heavenly Creatures Jackson's 

New Zealand film about a fake psychic 
confronted by the real thing. Produced by 
Robert Back to the Future Zemeckis. 

A new production of Rossini’s comic 
opera directed by Howard Davies and 
designed by Tim Hatley, with Della Jones, 
Charles Workman and Alan Opie. 

Conducted by Valentin Raymond. 

The BBC's annual composer weekend was 
devoted to Poland's Witold Lutoslawski 
(1913-1994) with Andrew Davies, Oliver 
Knussen and others conducting a range of 
his orchestral, chamber and choral works. 

Adam Mars- Jones welcomed “a highly 
successful hybrid of a supernatural thriller 
and black comedy". "Dark, disturbing 
and, yes, frightening," warned the FT. 
"Shocking and effective," praised 77me 

Out. “The Hollywood budget does nothing 
to stop the script blundering between 
moods," grumbled The Times. “For total 
insanity, try this," scoffed the Standard. 

Edward Seckerson shuddered at "a 
desperate cast in a desperate production 
desperately trying to please”. “Some 
musical pleasure... even second-rate 

Rossini deserves better," admonished 

The Times. “1 didn't so much as smile 
once," yawned the Telegraph. "Wretched 
theatrically... stylish singing from Charles 
Workman," noted The Guardian. 

Despite caveats, Keith Potter praised work 
up to the final symphony, "magical, blazing 
and deeply moving", "Renewed admiration 
for the composer but did not make him any 
easier to sum up... an elegant, expressive 
voice that always renewed itself," saluted 

The Times. “Exhilarating... the BBC and the 
Barbican gave us a feast to remember,” 
gloried the FT. 

Cert 15, Empire Leicester Square, 

London WC2 and on general release. 

Tonight at 7.30 and in rep at ENO, The 
Coliseum, London WC2 until 26 Feb. 

Been and gone. Novices should try the 

Cello Concerto and Symphonies 3 & 4. 

Laughter turns to terror. * 

Ghosthusters it ain’t. . 

it/ 

Even the excellent Opie 

cannot save this drab, J$ 

under-directed, unfunny 

show. -»^S— i 

The kind of exciting il 

programming that gives *1 

subsidy a good name. | 



The Bell of 
the hall 

Joshua Bell assembled stars of 
chamber music for a magnificent 
evening. By Anthony Payne 


A ssembling an 

outstanding group of 
chamber musical 
names for his short Mozart / 
Tchaikovsky Festival at the 
Wigmore Hall this week, 
violinist Joshua Bell has 
managed to sell out all four 
recitals in the series and, to 
judge by the splendid 
second and third 
programmes, no ticket 
holders will have been 
disappointed There was 
hardly a blemish in either 
concert, whether in the 
playing of the Orion 
Quartet, currently holding a 
residency at New York's 
Lincoln Center, or in the 
duos and trios that 
completed the programmes. 

Chief protagonists were 
Bell himself and cellist 
Steven Isserlis. renowned 
concerto soloists both, but 
also supreme chamber 
players, and hence able to 
take off with an 
individualistic and creative 
turn of phrase while 
remaining fully responsive 
to their colleagues' 
interpretative initiatives. 
Teaming up with pianist 
Yefim Bronfman, a boldly 
colourful instrumentalist 
with a sense of the daring 
and the dramatic, they 
brought the second concert 
to a magnificent climax with 
Tchaikovsky's Piano Trio. 

Not one of the master's 
greatest works, perhaps, 
but when performed as 
magisterially and 
passionately as it was here, 
a deeply touching 
document in spite of its 
weakness for regular two- 
and four-bar phrases. The 
vast set of variations that 
closes the piece was 
superbly characterised, 
creating a unity out of 
Tchaikovsky’s discursive 
invention, and when the 
final triumph to which this 
tribute on the death of 
Nikolai Rubinstein seems 
to be leading dissolves into 


a brief funeral march, the 
heart was chilled. Earlier 
they had given a rare 
performance of 
Rachmaninov's Trio 
Elegiaquc, responding with 
no less commitment to rhe 
melancholic charm and 
passionate sincerity of this 
young man's music. 

The Orion Quartet's 
contribution to the 
programme was a fine 
reading of Mozart's E Flat 
K 428, and in the later 
concert they brought an 
engaging freshness to 
Tchaikovsky's first essay in 
the genre, discovering the 
famous “Andante 
Can labile" for us as if it 
had been composed only 
yesterday, and generating a 
springing rhythmic impetus 
throughout the rest of this 
disarming and elegantly 
textured work. 

The highlight of the 
evening, nevertheless, was a 
terrific performance of 
Mozart's Divertimenro 
K 563 for string trio, in 
which Messrs Bell and 
Isserlis were joined by the 
viola player Paul Neubauer. 
It is a matter of deep regret 
that the logistics of chamber 
music playing prevent us 
from hearing this great 
work more often than we 
do. Establishing a genre, 
pointing the way to the late 
Beethoven quartets, it is a 
chamber music milestone, 
and on this occasion its 
contrapuntal ingenuities, 
breadth of emotion, now 
shadowed, now earthy in its 
humour, were superbly 
encompassed The 
astonishing invention of the 
final Rondo, where an 
insouciant repetitiveness is 
outrageously destabilised by 
contrapuntal science and 
disruptive strumming, 
crowned an outstanding 
evening’s music making 
Final concert : 7.30 tonight, 
Wigmore Hall, London Wl 
(0171-9352141) 


On manuscripts 
and book stores 

Michael Glover grabs a front-row 
seat for a Susan Sontag soiree 


S imon Roberts, 
convener of literary 
soirdes at Whterstone's, 
Islington Green, had a high 
sheen of sweat on his brow. 
Things were not going too 
well. First of all, there’d 
been the argument on the 
stairs. “We didn’t know you 
had to book," said one 
young man. His glasses were 
all fogged up. It was that 
kind of a night “We 
wouldn't have wasted our 
time coming all this way to 
see Susan Sontag if we’d 
known that” He turned and 
started stomping back down 
the stairs. 

Luckily, Simon had a trick 
up his sleeve. Perhaps it was 
an old one. You never can 
tell just how cunning people 
are. “You can have this one 
free,” he said handing over 
the piece of paper that he’d 
just produced from 
somewhere - or nowhere. 
“It's been paid for. Someone 
just rang to cancel...” 

Meanwhile, I moved 
upstairs into the audienoe, 
some of whom were hilling 
over chairs. Susan So mag's 
publicist was smiling 
dreamily through a glass or 
two of wine, having already 
succeeded in dulling the 
anxieties ahead: that dinner 
with Susan in the restaurant 
later, which would require 
intelligent responses to 
quick-fire New York humour 
stuffed full of a bewildering 
range of literaiy and cultural 
cross-references. 

It wasn't until I'd found 
my seat on the front row, 
squeezed in next to a 
director of the Brighton 
Literary Festival on the 
scout, that I noticed the 
woman standing in the 
comer with her back to us, 
just to the right of the 
microphone and that 
intimidating dumpbin of 
Susan Sontag titles in 


paperback. I counted 10, 
ranging from A Susan 
Sontag Reader to Aids and Us 
Metaphors. I saw her whip 
the blue velvet hairband off 
her hair, and give it one last 
quick drag-through with the 
comb before she turned to 
face the audience. We were 
all so shocked by- her hair - 
entirely black apart from 
that strangely endearing lick 
of grey at the front edging 
off to white. I thought of 
Robert Lowell’s poem 
“Skunk Hour” - but Sontag 
is not, of course, a poet 

She seemed very relaxed 
tonight “I just love these 
independent book stores,” 
she said. Thankfully, no one 
interjected that WH Smith 
were in charge these days. 
She leant her elbow against 
that bookcase with all her 
books in it How reassuring 
- or threatening - it must 
have felt Td just counted 16 
copies of The Volcano Lover, 
a Romance. “You know, the 
great city that I come from. 
New York City, so famous 
for its energies," she went 
on fairly languidly, “is the 
poorest capital that I know 
for book stores.” Then she 
sighed a small sigh. “And I 
really love talking to small 
audiences too...” She gave 
us one of her lovely, 
complicitous smiles. 

She picked up a copy of 
The Volcano Lover and' read 
a slab of it Then she 
picked up the manuscript 
of her new, unfinished 
novel and read a slab of 
that Total reading time: 
one hour and a bit. A little 
later, during question time, 
she told us that she often 
writes 30 or 40 versions of a 
single page of a manuscript. 
She’s that scrupulous. She 
keeps them all, too. No one 
thought to ask her how 
many times the ceiling had 
fallen in back home. 
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Signs on the 
road to Utopia 

Colin MacCabe challenges a new Rousseau 

Before Writing: rethinking the paths to literacy by Gunther Kress, Routledge, £12.99 


A s education moves up the polit- 
ical agenda, the topic of literacy 
looks set fair to become the site 
of ever more ignorant and ill- 
tempered debates. On the one side are 
ranged the traditionalists with their 
emphasis on phonics and standards, on 
the other the progressives who stress 
creativity and change. Gunther Kress's 
book is an epitome of the virtues and 
vices of the progressive side of the 
argument. The virtues are an extraor- 
dinary attention to and concern with the 
world of the child. The vices are its 
Utopian view of both language and 
education. 

The body of Kress's work is a close 
and detailed examination of his own 
children's play and, in particular, their 
drawing and writing between the ages of 
three and seven. The book is fascinat- 
ing as the record of an attentive and 
intelligent observer’s attempt to under- 
stand the kinds of logic that animate the 
way in which pre- literate children draw 
and write. 

Kress would probably object to the 
phrase “pre-literate", as this work is 
largely an argument to show that chil- 
dren at a very early age have assump- 
tions and theories of meaning and rep- 
resentation which should be built on as 
they team to read and write, rather than 
discarded. Further. Kress argues that 
these sophisticated theories and prac- 
tices are much more in tune with the 
information society we are becoming 
rhan with the Gutenberg era of print, 
which is now drawing to a close. As we 
enter a multi-media world where image 
sound and text are combined, we should 
make sure that we educate our children 
in ways that develop their abilities rather 


than hampering them with outdated 
notions of the primacy of the printed 
word. 

Much of Kress’s local interpretation 
is brilliant — but the general thesis is sus- 
tained by an explicit theory of language 
which is wrong, and an implicit theory 
of education which ignores all questions 
of resources. Kress is violently opposed 
to any theory of language that stresses 
its arbitrary nature. For the small child 
- and this is the brilliance of his inter- 
pretations - all representations are 
motivated. In other words, you can 
understand that the squiggles on the 
page are a car when you realise that the 
squiggles are in fact approximations at 
circles; and that the circles represent the 
wheels which are, for the child, the most 
significant part of the car. 

The problem of moving from this 
material to language is that language is, 
with very few exceptions, made up of 
unmotivated signs. While a picture of a 
cat has to look JiJce a cat, the word bears 
no such relationship to the animal 
named. Language therefore poses an 
enormous problem for anyone who 
wishes to locate meaning in individual 
subjectivity. In order to express our 
personal views and emotions we have 
to use a medium which is social and 
arbitrary. 

Kress’s arguments to get round this 
obstacle verge on the bizarre. Talking 
about the German word for tree 
{Baum), he speculates on its etymolog- 
ical root in the verb “to bend" and sug- 
gests that in the Southern steppes of 
Russia some 4,000 years ago the most 
striking fact about a tree was that it bent 
in the wind. But even if we were to 
accept that etymological origins were 


motivated, this does not allow us to 
escape the arbitrary nature of contem- 
porary language. 

The only way to make sense of 
Kress’s argument is to view the current 
state of language as a form of alien- 
ation that in some other society might 
be overcome. There are hints that this 
is exactly what Kress does believe, 
and that what he sees promised by the 
multimedia future is a world freed both 
from the arbitrary sign and the alpha- 
bet, in which pure subjectivities would 
exchange their emotions in motivated 
images. Such a Romantic vision would 
have been all too happily recognised by 
that doyen of educational progres- 
sives, Jean-Jacques Rousseau. 

Independently of the question of 
whether this view is sense or nonsense 
(and both Freud and Wittgenstein 
would suggest nonsense), it is pro- 
foundly dangerous. Access to the multi- 
media world of the future is controlled 
in the present by those who have mas- 
tered the written language. Kress writes 
eloquently about the bleakness of the 
increasingly divided society that we are 
becoming. An education system that 
does not place traditional literacy at the 
centre of its concerns will accentuate 
these divisions, as the world will divide 
into those who can actively use the new 
communications technology and those 
who will merely consume it. 

It is true that the schools must 
engage much more actively with the 
new technological forms and media. 
But that engagement must include an 
emphasis on traditional literacy, which 
remains ever more central to power and 
authority as it becomes less central to 
entertainment and leisure. 



The witch guide to early learning: an eight-year-okfs view of Halloween 


Obscure 
objects 
of desi re 


A bit of a do in North-eastenders 

Rape, frostbite and a lesbian granny - the soap opera of family life is a rich source of comic inspiration 
for writers. Michael Arditti, Carole Morin and Carol Birch investigate three great British home stories. 


Carole Angier cracks a 
code and finds a cipher 

The Last Thing He Wanted by Joan 
Didion. Flamingo, £15.99 


K now what this book is like? 

It’s like this. 

Full of short lines. 

Repeated over and over. 

If you put them together they make 
short paragraphs. Not bad paragraphs 
- but not breath-taking ones either. 
The trick doesn't work. Look! it says. 
So what do you see? That there’s less 
to this book than meets the eye. 

This is a shame, because Joan Didion 
was a great reporter of the US scene. 
Which” she still is: The Last Thing He 
Wanted is about a CIA gun-running scam, 
told by a Washington reporter. So there’s 
good CIA-talk, like Ap Tech (Appropri- 
ate Technologies) for LDCs (Lesser Devel- 
oped Countries); and good Washington- 
talk. like young senators being “lean mean 
and good to go". There’s also a rather 
interesting heroine: a middle-aged, ex-soci- 
ety hostess, io whom there’s more than 
meets the eye. And there’s an interesting 
relationship between her and her father, 
a mean old villain whom we’d love to hate 
but can't, because Didion makes him so 
real, with his fading memory and his 
pathetic, wicked hopes fora last big deal. 

These are the good things; but they're 
not enough. Elena McMahon's rela- 
tionship with her father is minor. More 
important is the romantic one with 
Treat Morrison, troubleshooter. Didion 
tells us so (“they knew each other, 
understood each other, recognised each 
other" etc). 

But here there's not just less than 
meets the eye. there's nothing. Treat is 
a cipher he and Elena only talk twice, 
and only meet halfw ay through. When 
the narrator says at the end “I want 
these two to h3ve been together all their 
lives/’ the gap between the response 
expected nod rhe response earned is so 
wide that the whole novel falls into it. 

But it had lost me long before. I get 
the intention (“I wanted the connections 
to materialise tor you as they eventually 
did for me"), and I know how hard that 
is to do. 77rf Last Thing He Wanted 
doesn’t do it. I hadn't a due what was 
going on until nearly the end. And I 
don't buy the narrators pretentious 
excuses, either - that ‘'traditional dra- 
matic line" is “a trying conceit", rhat 
she's “lost patience" with “the conven- 
tions of the craft". Lose patience with 
the craft, baby, and you lose readers, 

£3 
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Having fun with the dysfunctional family: Livj Michael (left), Paul Magrs 
(tap right) and Stephen Blanchard (bottom right) 


T yneside has undergone a massive 
reconstruction in recent years, but it 
is nothing compared to its literary 
reinvention at the hands of Paul Magrs. 
The landscape remains bleak (rubbish- 
strewn streets and acrid-smelling dvic 
centres) and the climate of casual violence 
bleaker still (arson attacks on schools and 
children dancing round dead dogs), but 
Magre bathes it in a festive glow - as 
though the street lamps have been 
replaced tty fairy lights. 

He sets Does it Show? (Chatto, £9.99), 
his second novel, on a rundown council 
estate in his own hometown of Newton 
Avcliffe. It is an area so deprived that even 
the teachers come from one-parent fam- 
ilies. but Magrs endows his characters 
with a resilience and a determination to 
transcend rheir circumstances which Is 
most manifest in the vitality of their lan- 
guage. By the time that a police inspec- 
tor asks if a family is “a problem family/, 
the reader knows that the question is 
meaningless. So-called problem families 
have as complex and comical lives as 
cveiyone else. 

Magrs first novel. Marked for Life - with 
its bisexual father and lesbian grand- 
mother - saw the dysfunctional family 
come of age. His second also invokes 
respect for a group of people who would 
make every one of Anne Atkins’ immac- 
ulate hairs curl: a gay teacher; a trans- 
vestite father who passes as a mother a 
grandmother who prefers to have sex with 
disabled men and is looking for an 
amenable dwarf. And yet although the 
new novel’s canvas is broader, its focus is 
less sharp. The gay lovers are less well 
integrated into the book’s scheme. 

Magrs - whose writing is reminiscent 
of Patrick Gale. Angela Carter and, in 
particular, the Frank Clarke of Letter to 
Bredum - is developing a style that might 
best be described as magic soap opera. In 
Docs It Show?, the magical elements, 
which centre on the visionary schoolgirl 
Penny, are less pronounced than in 
Marked for Life, but the soap-opcratic 
ones more so. This is due to its council- 
estate setting and episodic structure (the 
book might well be subtitled N'orth-East- 
Endere) but, above all. to its concern with 
the evciyday problems of women. 

In Playing Out , his newly published col- 
lection of short stories (Vintage. £5.99). 
Magrs writes of one of his characters that 
“He knew the kind of things women said 
together, he could imagine those. Men 
frightened him because his imagination 
ground to a halt with them." It is templ- 
ing to apply the remark to the author. The 
gay lovers excepted, men arc either mad- 
equates - bullies, drunkards, absentees, 
amputees - or else fantasy figures, such 
as Cliff, the hunky bus driver (more 
Heath-than Richard), while the women 
are, in eveiy sense, powerful presences. 



Magrs is clearly so confident of his fic- 
tional territory, with its mildly subversive 
hut reassuring customs, that he Is already 
becoming self-referential. Mark Kelly 
makes a brief reappearance from the first 
novel, “his tattoos sinister in the gloom", 
while several of the new novel's female 
characters reunite in "Judith’s Do Round 
Hers", one of the funniest short stories. 

The stories arc somewhat uneven and 
samey (ail the non-working class charac- 
ters are either writers or academics), but 
the finest ("Anemones'’.. “My Labrador, 
his puppy", and “Bargains for Char- 
lotte’’) show Magrs' talent at its best, their 
vivid dialogue, wonderfully weird char- 
acterisation and moments of transcen- 
dence making up for the lack of any larger 
statement. All Magrs now needs is a sub- 
ject to match his style and setting, for his 
immense promise to be fulfilled. MA 

T he worthy review’s quoted on the 
cover make Livi Michael's books 
sound plain as a puddle and half as 
interesting. She writes about working- 
class women trapped on northern coun- 
cil estates, teenage mums so poor they 
can't afford even the pram in the hallway. 
Occasionally, a middle-class mother 
makes an appearance and - guess what 
- these mums are just as miserable. 

Her fiction doesn't sound like a bun- 
dle of laughs, but in fact it is often hys- 
terically funny. At the beginning of her 
career. Michael - although Erom Man- 
chester -was grouped with the dour Rei- 


man clones who dominated Scottish fic- 
tion before Irvine Welsh. Michael does 
have common ground with the Scots, and 
she isn't everyone's cup of gruel, but the 
subtle use of black comedy sets her work 
apart. Amidst rape, cancer, child abuse, 
homelessness and frost-bitten fingers, 
this comedy is often overlooked. 

Her third novel. All the Dark Air 
(Seeker, £9.99), exposes the true romance 

of obese Julie and emotionally autistic 
Mick. Julie's story is told in the third per- 
son hut exclusively from her viewpoint. At 
first tills feds like a mistake. Michael's ear- 
lier novels were polyphonic, and (hough 
the voices were similar, switching between 
characters helped relieve the tension. 

Our heroine's mother has made her 
homeless by dying after a miserable life 
spent working in a factory and married to 
pervy Brian. Julie has been obsessed with 
big Mick since school. He doesn't know 
she's alive until she joins the Mind Power 
group and starts to meditate about him. 
Mick has a Princess Diana complex: he 
wants lo save victims even worse off than 
himself. He invites Julie to live with him 
and his drug uddicL friend Darren in his 
strange Uncle Si's rundown house, Mick 
has a homosexual crush on Darren, but 
accidentally impregnates Julie - then the 
laughs start. 

The world us seen through Julie’s eyes 
is so claustrophobic it provokes a height- 
ened atmosphere close to hysteria. You're 
always on the verge of giggling. the way- 
some children laugh when their granny 





dies. It becomes possible to identify with 
Julie's delusions about Mick, and to start 
pretending that maybe there’s something 
in Mind Power. Julie has "noticed at 
school ihat sometimes, if you lied well 
enough, people begin to support your lie 
and it became a kind of truth". 

Livi Michael is perversely good at cre- 
ating sexual tension. Julie's jealousy of 
weak, nihilistic Darren culminates in a 
cruel attack. This is nothing compared to 
the discomfort provoked when her friend 
Alison admits, over a cup of tea in 
McDonald’s, to being envious that her 
impotent boyfriend has molested her 
haby daughter. This scene wouldn't work 
if the characters were middle-class fem- 
inists who could afford a cup of tea each. 
The reader could dismiss them as artifi- 
cial and pretentious. In Michael’s flat 
prose. Julie and Alison are mundane 
Mancunians - and that makes their expe- 
rience both convincing and creepy. 

Although enjoyable and accomplished, 
•his third novel lacks the spiritual poetry 
Michaels’ Under a Thin Moon: a poetry 
• hut lurks invisible at the edge of the page, 
desperate to make contact. CM 

S tephen Blanchard's first novel. 
Gagarin and /. was a singular mix 
of black comedy and haunting 
whimsy, subtly and beautifully written. 
Its qualities are in evidence in Wilson’s 
Island ( Chatto £9.99), but what this book 
crucially lacks is focus. 

Returning to his hometown after four 
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become drawn into the shady under- 
world of his father, a wheeler-dealer in 
second-hand electrical goods and other 
less specified commodities. Meanwhile. 
Ralph’s ailing grandmother dotes upon 
him from her rooms above an amuse- 
ment arcade, sustained by an abused 
long-term companion, Eric, and a highly 
insalubrious cat named Mrs Foster after 
an enigmatic, one-eyed, dead friend. 
Also on hand is a bitter ex-wife and the 
eight-year-old son who has been the butt 
of Ralph's drunken violence, plus a 
diverse cast of wide boys, grizzled 
drunks, crooked-faced women and 
sundry neighbours whose presence 
seems laden with import. 

Stephen Blanchard is a wonderfully 
atmospheric writer. The city is a waste- 
land of skips and diggers, the interiors a 
squalid chaos of bad smells, bare hoards 
and cardboard boxes. Cliff, Ralph’s 
father, lives in a caravan in a derelict sta- 
tion. where foxes cry like babies at night 
along the abandoned railway line, “a stir 
of animal grief in the early hours". Real- 
ity consists of a series of odd, inconse- 
quential details recorded with vivid 
detachment: the landing of a pigeon, the 
slamming of a car door assume a stoned 
significance. 

Blanchard layers the mundane with 
the bizarre in a string of short raueed 
scenes that flit between the many char- 
acters and. increasingly, between past 
and present. A sense of unease is sown 
hints of menace gather, somewhere 
btlow the surface an untold storv sim 
mers . the whole dark concoction Ww- 

mg up to...WeU, not very much, actually 
The story ,s not strong enough to Tl- 
rant such a weight of obscure simffj- 
cancc. such a to-ing and fro-, a, he^S. 

?" d characters. At the heart oHrd” 
*on s Island is a secret snm>-ih*. , 

dun and hinted at throughoui wfih 't 
huge cast and dangling convey..*- 
has the feel of a s4dy, " 

novel, and the reader incv&h 
a large part of the book waiting ? P 
cl'uk of pieces falling into pl/f f ° r lhe 

Hie revelations, however Fill u 
they do come. This is partly iv " Hal ™ hen 
chard seems so locked into i*vf' “l 
obscurity that he can't hear m ^ "*■?* 
them and hence does so in ■ f^nwitb 
gaging manner, but mainVh^^-^ 
hard to care about charaaeis , ^^ tt * 

as this particularly R a ] ph 
through the motions. nbcdKL They . £0 
stnngs, making the J to P u J cd 
wooden script. But thev ri. ■ .? n often 

Stephen Blanchard is i l v C n ‘i ,Ve ' . 

apparently sidetracked h v mewnter 

emess. All ihe qualities thj.^jwi.clev- 
nnvel so impressive are her , k de h,s firat 
has lost its sharpness • i hui the lens 
him finding his focus "again* forward t0 

Cb 
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Scapegoats of the European tribe 

Wendy Brandmark and Geoff Dyer (right) hear echoes of the Holocaust in two major new novels 


The Nature of Blood by Caryl Phillips. Faber. £1 5 . 99 


Fugitive Pieces by Anne Michaels, Bloomsbury, £25.99 


A nne Frank lives nn in these 
pages. We recognise her in 
the guise of Eva Stern, sur- 
vivor of Auschwitz and 
Bolscn. a broken young woman 
who speaks to her dead mother. She 
has lost so much - family, youth, her 
very flesh - that she seems like a 
ghost nurtured on memories. The 
gift of a lipstick from a fellow sur- 
vivor who believes in "a new life for 
all of us" enrages her. for “to move 
on is to forget: to forget is a crime". 

Eva’s voice is the most moving of 
all those wc hear in this novel's col- 
lection of fictional characters made 
real. She speaks as an outsider not 
only because she is a Jew and an 
orphan and later a foreigner in Eng- 
land, but because the Nazis denied 
her humanity, made her a stranger 
to herself. 

The tragedy of Othello, the other 
major voice here, is that he has lost 
sight of his identity. An African with 
royal blood who was once a slave, 
he is only accepted by Venetian 
society because of his military skills. 
His marriage to a white woman will 
come to grief because he is “a sad 
black man, first in a long line of so- 
caiied achievers who are too weak 
to yoke their past with their pre- 
sent”. 

Phillips, who described Jews as the 
"niggers of Europe" in his travel 
book The European Tribe, tries hard 
to make connections between Jews’ 
and Black people’s experiences of 
oppression. Eva and Othello share 
the novel with 15th-century Jewish 
usurers accused of killing a Christ- 
ian boy and using his blood to make 
matzos. and Malka, a young Faiasha 
woman brought from the Ethiopian 
desert to the ghettos of Israel. 

In the last chapter, Eva's uncle, 
once a member of the Jewish under- 
ground in Palestine and now a 
retired doctor, meets Malka at a club 
where young women are paid to 
dance with lonely elderly men. In old 
age. beset by memories of his fam- 
ily lost in the Holocaust, he needs a 
companion, and she wants to escape 
the cramped life of her family. 

Before he noticed her. no one 
asked her to dance, and even he 
worries that his friends will see him 
with a black woman. Spirited away 
from her home, she is never made 
welcome in the “promised land”. 
Like Othello, she and her people 
have lost their bearings. 

It is an uneasy meeting for the 
doctor, and far the novel. With the 
Black Jews in Israel. Phillips sug- 
gests not only a confluence of iden- 
tities but the oppression of those 
who become the “other”. This 
seems an easy irony, a convenient. 



Anne Frank, 1335-42, from Susan Massotty’s new translation of “The Diary of a Young Girl", Viking, £16 photograph e aff/afs Amsterdam 


contrived coda to stories about the 
persecution of Jews and Blacks. The 
doctor’s memory of Eva and her sis- 
ter Margot too neatly wraps up the 
novel: we begin and end with him 
yet his is not a strong enough voice 
to join up all the others. 

Perhaps it is impossible to unite 
narratives and voices remote from 


each other, to reach any resolution 
of Philips' questions about identity, 
guilt and oppression. His expositoiy 
paragraphs about Venice and Oth- 
ello, meant as ironic commentary, 
seem pretentious. Even the 
thoughts of a doctor who treats Eva, 
though perceptive, are an intrusion 
into our understanding of her life. 


Yet many of the connections 
Phillips makes between characters 
are subtle and interesting. Both 
Eva and Malka are led astray by 
promises of a new life. Othello's 
shame at leaving his family is mir- 
rored by Malka’s estrangement 
from her parents and Eva’s sur- 
vivor’s guilt. 


What finally sustains the book is 
Eva's voice. Her numbed recol- 
lections of the camps, her fantasies 
in which past and present merge, 
show us that memories may 
destroy us but we cannot live with- 
out them: “If only I had a photo- 
graph, so that people could see 
who I was.” WB 


N ever again will a single 
stoiy be told as if it were 
the only one." This line, 
from G by John Berger, 
was used by Michael Ondaatje as 
the epigraph for In the Skin of a 
Lion. It is also there like a water- 
mark, touching every page of 
Anne Michaels's novel. 

Her central character is Jakob 
Beer, a Jew, through the prism of 
whose life are refracted the 
deaths of six million others, lo 
say that Fugitive Pieces is about 
the Holocaust threatens to dimin- 
ish it. however. For just as Beer's 
life provides the entry point for 
writing about the Holocaust, so 
the Holocaust is the entiy to a 
meditation on time, history and 
memory. And not just human 
time, human memory, but geo- 
logical time and rock memories: 
“witness the astonishing fidelity 
of minerals magnetized, even af- 
ter hundreds of millions of years, 
pointing to the magnetic pole, 
minerals that have never forgot- 
ten magma whose cooling has left 
them forever desirous. We long 
for place; but place itself longs.” 

In pages, this is not a vast 
book; but all except a handful of 
contemporary novels are dwarfed 
by its reach, its compassion, its 
\wsdom. Beer, a poet, is born in 
Poland in 1933. He dies with his 
wife in an accident 60 years later. 
Two- thirds of the book are made 
up of his notebooks; the last third 
is narrated by one of his students 
who travels to Greece in search 
of them. The student is the son of 
survivors; Beer himself was the 
only member of his family to have 
escaped the Nazis. 

When the book begins, in 1941, 
he is hiding in the mud of the 
Iron Age village of Biskupin. 
Athos, an archaeologist and poly- 
math, finds Jakob and takes him 
back to the Greek island where 
he lives. The boy’s safety - and 
his protector's - is constantly 
threatened (Greece is occupied) 
but in the tranquillity of Zakyn- 
thos Jakob starts to acquire from 
Athos the hoard of folk-lore and 
knowledge - about plants, rocks, 
tides, land formations - which 
will combine with the memory of 
his vanished family to shape his 
life and work. 

After the war Athos and Jakob 
emigrate to Canada. Jakob learns 
English and in this new language 
- “an alphabet without memory” 

- finds the faith in words that 
leads him to tell the stories that 
have made him what be is. 

To present Michaels's novel in 


summary' is to distort it terribly. 
Any number of metaphors will do 
to suggest its intricate structure. 

It is a jigsaw which fits together 
precisely because so many pieces 
are missing. It accretes like strata 
of rock which are then brought 
into adjacency by fractures and 
faults. It works like limestone, 
“that crushed reef of memory": 
the materia] that shows how time 
buckles and meets itself “in pleats 
and folds". 

The ingredients of most novels 
are poured into a predetermined 
mould. Reading Fugrrnr Pieces, 
however, an unprecedented imag- 
inative creation takes shape be- 
fore your eyes. Beer thinks of 
history as “the gradual instant" 
and that is how the reader be- 
comes aware of how special this 
book is - gradually, instantly. 

Michaels was bom in Canada 
in 195S. Before this, her first nov- 
el, she published two books of 
poetry, and one is aware of that 
obsessive verbal heightening - 
“Draping slugs splash like tar 
across the ferns; black icicles of 
flesh” - we associate with 
Michael Ondaatje (who is, I sus- 
pect, Michaels’s major influence 
after Berger himself). But while 
Ondaatje uses this urgent intensi- 
fication for aesthetic effect in 
Michaels’s case it is an inherent 
part of her thought 

Metaphor, for Michaels, is the 
condition achieved by thought at 
the most intense concentration 
imaginable. Under this imagina- 
tive pressure the capacity for 
wonder and for rigorous thought 
are indistinguishable. Her writing 
is as idea-packed as Roberto 
CaJasso's - minus all the flimflam 
- and the quality and subtlety of 
her thought is breathtaking. 

Observing the premature birth 
of a baby. Beer is sure that he can 
see “the faint stain of a soul" for 
“it was not yet a sett caught in that 
almost transparent body". He feels 
immediately embarrassed by these 
remarks, but the woman who is to 
become his wife replies: “I don't 
know what the soul is. But I imag- 
ine thar somehow our bodies sur- 
round what has always been.” 

I had trouble finding that pas- 
sage again. Usually I mark partic- 
ularly impressive passages in 
pencil, but all except the first 30 
pages of my copy of Fugitive 
Pieces are blank. If I’d gone on 
marking, it would have become 
un-re-readable - and this is a 
book to read many times. I simply 
can’t imagine a better novel being 
published this year. GD 


Disquiet on the western front 

Martin Chalmers on the amazing career of the officer-writer who served two Reichs 

Ernst Junger and Germany: into the abyss, 1914-1945 by Thomas Nevin, Constable, £20 


I t would be impossible to find a parallel in 
Britain, or indeed anywhere, to the career 
of the German writer Ernst Junger. Born 
into a comfortable but aLheist middle-class 
home, he served the whole of the First World 
War as a junior officer on the Western Front. 
A commander of shock troops, conducting 
raids across no man's land, he was repeatedly 
wounded and received the German Empire's 
highest military award, the Pour le mbite - 
the Blue Max. 

He remained in the army after the war 
before becoming a writer, but also wrote his 
memoirs. In Swims of Steel is J Ginger's most 
famous book on the experience of trench war- 
fare. He became a spokesman of extreme 
right-wing opinions, elitist and anti-bour- 
geois. His work of this time amounts to a jus- 
tification of the sacrifice of his generation. It 
refuses an anti-war position, but glories in the 
human body's capacity to survive amid the 
worst that modern technology can throw at iL 
He converts the Western Front into a Home- 
ric battlefield in which fighting is its own jus- 
tification. 

Junger was an early supporter of the Nazi 
party. % foe end of the Weimar Republic, how- 
ever, he was no longer close to it He had 
become something of a salon nationalist with 
friends on the left as well as the right. He trav- 
elled, collected beetles, experimented with 
drugs. (Later, he was one of the first to take 
LSD.) His writing became fragmentary, apho- 
ristic, hardly of use to the dictatorship which 
look power in 1933. He disdained the plebisc- 
itary, mass nature of Nazism. 

However, if the Nazis viewed him with sus- 
picion, he was still allowed to publish (notably 
On the Marble Cliffs , an allegory of totalitar- 
t^rrism) and continue his privileged bohemian 
life. He did not leave Germany. Called up in 
1939, he spent most of the war in Paris, car- 
out undemanding desk jobs; he 
becomes a flaneur in wartime. 

This period is recorded in the diaries used 
as the basis for Edgardo Cozarinsky’s film 
One Man's War. These show his disregard for 
the Nazis turning to shame at the uniform he 
w j ears and of which he he been so proud. They 
p . display an incomprehension of the 
^“stance, which threatened the collabora- 
tionist cocks (including figures such as 



An officer and a gentleman? Ernst Junger in Wehrmacht uniform, 1939 photo: akg 


Cocteau, Montherlant, Celine and Sacha 
Guitry) in which he moved. 

Having been close to the officers of the 
20th July 1944 plot against Hitler, Junger was 
probably lucky to escape with his life. Instead 
he was given a dishonourable discharge from 
the army. After the war, he retreated to a vil- 
lage in Southern Germany to devote himself 
to his garden, to entomology and to writing. 
He refused to pretend he was a resister or to 
co-operate with the deNazification process. 
(Because of his inter-war writing, he was quite 
rightly suspected as an anti -democrat) Nev- 
ertheless, it was in the 1950s and 1960s that 
his position as a German writer was least chal- 
lenged, until the generation of 1968 revived 
the attack on him as a precursor of Nazism. 

Astonishingly, Junger is still alive: he will be 
102 this year. He still gives interviews and pub- 
lished major work in lus nineties. And he is still 
a disputed figure. The battle is not simply one 
of left against right Some of his most articu- 
late defenders have been on the left, com- 
mending his unsentimental insights into war 
and into the generations of men in the 20th 
century who were turned into trained killers. 

Thomas Nevin’s book is part of a revival of 
interest in Junger’s work. Three of his novels 
have been published in English in the 1990s; 
the Fans diaries are being translated and fur- 
ther books on his controversial career and tal- 
ents are in preparation. 

Nevin, an American academic, is good on the 
uncomfortable ness of Junger s vision, particu- 
larly for those who expect a pacifist and 
humanist account of war. He draws out both 
the eccentricity and representativeness of 
Junger as a member of the generation of 1914. 
He is good too on his position in Germany 
today as a drscomfitmg reminder erf a recent past 
which has become virtually incomprehensible. 
Inexplicably, however, the book’s detailed dis- 
cussion ends at 1945 and it fails, partly because 
of the quality of the translation from Junger’s 
own work, to give much sense of why we should 
be interested in him as a writer. 

Junger’s reputation in English will proba- 
bly be finally established by the publication 
of the Paris diaries. They will provide the van- 
tage point from which to assess a witness to 
the century who stands outside all conven- 
tional literary currents and categories. 



Is u real I v tin: I 0th greatest book of the 
century? Waters tone's customers and Channel -4 
viewers seem in iliink so. To find out which 
other "real works make up the 100 Hook.-, of the 
Oiuury visit any Waters tone's bookshop, 
for an essential guide to 20th centum literature. 

If. while votiYe there, you discover there are 
some you haven't read, from now until the end ol 
February vou can buy any four title from the 
list for the price of three. To find out wh.u some 
well known names think of the top 100. 
watch Book Choice every night this week 
on Channel 4 at 7.53pm. 



WAT ERST ONE’S 

BOOKS Ol THE CENTURY. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH CHANNEL 1. 
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S eamus Heaney is a fine 
figure of a man, large, 
rugged and bear-voiced, 
He also writes great poetiy. But 
The Spirit Level - his first book 
of poems since he was awarded 
the Nobel Prize for Literature 
in 1995 - lacks some of the grit 
and bite of the best of his 

earlier writing. Beryl 
Bainbridge is a woman of a 
certain age: on the podium at 
an awards ceremony she looks 
fragile and vulnerable. Every 
Man for Himself, her latest 
novel, is her finest in a 
distinguished writing career. 
Last Tuesday night, Heaney’s 
slim volume narrowly beat 
Bainbridge's novel to win the 
Whitbread Book of the Year 
award. Why did Bainbridge 
lose? 

My opening ad hominem 
remarks are not irrelevant. The 
final meeting of the judges was, 
one gathers, a lively one, in 
which both Heaney and 
Bainbridge had their energetic 
supporters. Things probably got 
quite heated. When that 
happens, when emotions r un 
high, surprising factors kick 
into the decision-making 
process. They enter unnoticed, 
their effect is inadvertent, and, 
crucially, we are none of us 
i mm une to them, try as we may. 

In situations of uncertainly 
we all of us fall back on 
generally agreed ideas. 
Struggling to convince 
ourselves that our chosen 
candidate’s book really is as . 
good as we claim, we bolster 
our opinion with what is more 
broadly accepted than this 
merely particular instance. 

Now, it is broadly accepted 
that older men have a certain 
gravitas , while older women 
remind us of our mothers. A 
man with a well-established 
literary reputation is 
reassuringly grand - his greying 
hair, even his occasional 
hesitations betoken a lifetime’s 
serious thoughtfulness. A 
woman, however established 
her oeuvre, is possibly a bit fey, 
a trifle lightweight. The social 
conventions which even today 
encourage her to be hesitant 
and concessive in public tell 
heavily against her. 

These are not judgments of 
writers’ work. They are 
habitually unscrutinised bits of 
social baggage. When we do 
think about them, almost all of 
us are quick to insist that these 
are outmoded prejudices, and 
entirely irrelevant when we are 
trying to agree a ranking of 
this group of novelists, this 
collection of poets, or even (as 
in the case of the Whitbread) 
this shortlist of assorted poets, 
biographers and novelists. 

Some people will retort that 
it is I who am prejudiced; that 
I wanted the woman to win. 
The truth is that all who judge 
literary prizes (as I did with 
the Whitbread novel categoiy, 
but not the final award) 
genuinely believe that we are 
out to choose the very best 
book. But none of us, 
apparently, can resist the 
pressures which, time and 
again, mean that with 
candidates of closely 
comparable stature, it is the 
woman who loses. 

Lisa Jardine 


The lunch bunch 

Jeremy Lewis dips a toe in the Med with a pickled conserver 

Himself and Other Animals .by David Hughes , Hutchinson, £15.99 



D avid Hughes first met the 
naturalist and writer Ger- 
ald Durrell in 1956. An 
aspiring novelist, Hughes 
was then working as an editor with 
the publishing firm of Rupert Hart- 
Davis in Soho Square, and spent his 
days rephrasing the memoirs of 
men of action. Durrell - then in his 
early thirties, and five years his 
senior - had just published a best- 
seller in the irresistible form of My 
Family and Other Animals, becom- 
ing a household name. An ebullient, 
overpowering young man with fair 
hair and a “bulbous wedge of a 
nose”, Durrell suggested lunch at 
Bertorelli’s. Doubtless a great deal 
was drunk - the pages of Hughes’s 
memoir are awash with alcohol, and 
resound to the pulling or corks - 
and a friendship was forged that 
lasted until DurrelTs death in 1995. 

A few years later, Hughes and his 
first wife went to live not far from 
Jacquie and Gerald Durrell in the 
South of France. Durrell liked to get 
his writing done before breakfast, 
leaving the rest of the day free for 
more congenial pursuits, and since 
he was never averse to “pressing 
something liquid to the left kidney”, 
the two couples enjoyed some bibu- 
lous encounters, at which they were 
sometimes joined by Duirell’s elder 
brother, Lawrence. They remained 
in touch after the Hugheses had 
returned to England; and when, in 
1974, the younger man suggested 
that he should write a biographical 
portrait of his friend, Durrell was 
happy to co-operate. Hughes's own 
life was in turmoil at the time, and 
the book seemed to lack vigour and 
conviction. “Not you at your best, 
old boy,” his subject suggested, 
after which the typescript was con- 
signed to a bottom drawer. 

Not long after Dun-ell's death, 
his authorised biographer asked 
Hughes if he could make use of the 
discarded memoir. Torn between 
the desire to help a fellow-author 
and a sudden spasm of self-interest, 
Hughes tracked it down in a hayloft 
in Wales; and as he read on from 
the promising opening paragraph - 
in which Dun-ell is spotted snoring 
on his back, like a “bearded matron 


on the verge of going into labour” 
- he realised, rightly, that it more 
than merited publication if trimmed 
and set in context. 

Himself and Other Animals 
describes a week spent with the 
Dun-ells, incorporating a brief 
biography, interviews with family 
and - most interestingly of ail - 
Hughes's own observations of his 
friend. They begin, festively 
enough, in the house in the South 
of France rented from brother 
Larry, before driving to Le Havre 
to catch the Southampton boat, 
spending a day in Bournemouth 
with sister Margaret, and flying on 
to Jersey, where Dun-ell's cele- 


brated zoo housed many of the 
rare and threatened species he 
had brought back from his travels. 
For all his apparent joie de vivre 
and amiability, Durrell comes 
across as a melancholy, even mis- 
anthropic man, drowning his sor- 
rows in drink and haunted by the 
spectres of over-population and 
environmental ruin. No doubt he 
was haunted too by his own dete- 
rioration as a writer, the wit and 
elegance of the early books giving 
way to routine jocularity; but 
Hughes is too kind and too close 
a friend to labour so sore a point. 

like Lawrence Durrell in his 
books on Rhodes and Corfu, the 


family's paradise lost, David 
Hughes has a genius for evoking 
hot Mediterranean days given over 
to long, liquid lunches which begin 
in the early afternoon and end at 
suppertime, and far and away the 
best pages in this likeable, affec- 
tionate memoir are those in which 
he discards his tape-recorder and 
writes, in his own voice, about Dur- 
rell at home in his beloved France. 
He's good, too. on the vicissitudes 
of his own life, hinted at rather then 
spelt out; and it's one of the curi- 
ous ironies of his book that one 
ends up more intrigued by the 
biographer than by his ostensible 
subject-matter. 


Locked in 
combat 

Lucasta Miller is intrigued by 
a bitchy heroine 


The Key by Susan Wicks, Faber. £9.99 

_ „ _ . victim as vulnerable as sbe 

S usan Wicks is a poet Jrsdf was all those years 

Sirs, 

^ine^M^culatedjy 
Jets about making him fall in 
love with her. 

This brief summary maxes 
the narrative seem more 
focused and dramatic than it 


» uym Wicks is a poet 
.whose capacity to 
transfigure everyday 
objects into universal 
emblems of love and loss has 
gained her popularity as well 
as succes d’estime. Driving 
My Father , the touching 
memoir she brought out last 
year, showed that her 
mastery of the expressive 
domestic detail could be as 
effective in prose as it is in 
verse. Wicks’s readers have 
been impressed by the 
delicacy and focus of her 
language, but they've also 
have been won over by her 
honesty and emotion^: 
generosity. 

It comes as quite a 
surprise, then, to discover 
what a sad, screwed up, 
immature - and even bitchy 
- heroine she’s chosen for 
her first novel, Key. 
Narrated in the first person, 
it explores the damaged 
psyche of Jan Hickman, a 
middle-aged, middle-class 
divorcee whose chfldren 
have recently left home. Jan 
runs a bookshop in a small 
provincial town, and her 
humdrum life is punctuated 
by nothing more exciting 
than going to aerobics 
classes and giggling over the 
personal ads in the local 
paper. Flashbacks reveal 
that in her twenties she had 
an adulterous affair with 
her psychology tutor on an 
adult education programme. 
The man turned out to be a 
disaster - patronising, 
inadequate, an emotional 
sadist addicted to 
humiliating women. 

Fifteen years on, Jan is 
still damaged and embittered 
by the experience. She 
decides to turn the tables on 
the male sex by transforming 
herself into a heartless 
seductress. She selects a 


really is. In feet, Jan s 

developing relationship with 
the young man is interwoven 
with a series of additional 
strands which makes the 

novel feel rather diffuse 
despite its brevity: mem ones 
of the old affair, thoughts 
about her two daughters, 
scenes in the bookshop, 
conversations with her friend 
Deborah, descriptions of her 
cottage, French madrigals, 
and moments of horrifying 
loneliness. 

This is a book in which 
character and language are 
far more important than 
plot The storyline could 
have been tighter and better 
directed, but Jan’s 
personality is just about 
complex enough to maintain 
the narrative momentum on 
its own. She has too much 
psychological depth to be 
labelled merely a villain or a 
victim. We are never asked 
to pass moral judgement 
upon her, but nor do we ever 
fell comfortable enough with 
her to identity wholly with 
her viewpoint. If not quite an 
“unreliable narrator’, she is 
certainly a tricky one: she 
doesn't lie to us, but then she 
doesn't tell us everything she 
needs to know. 

The result is an intriguing 
but uncomfortable read - 
beautifully written, and full 
of the kind of detailed 
observations you’d expect 
from Wicks - but somehow 
difficult to net to erros with. 






Getting nowhere with Ulrika, Kiki and Marie-Francoise 

Laurie Taylor warms to a wannabe Bohemian who got left behind on the Left Bank 


An Innocent Abroad by Barry Pilton , Corgi Books, £6.99 


I t’s one thing to lose your way in 
the world - to miss the big wave, 
turn up an hour too late for the 
big cultural happening - but quite 
another to turn such omissions 
into entertaining copy. So many 
columnists already employ self- 
deprecation as their stock-in-trade 
that one's spirits rather droop at 
the prospect of another exercise in 
disingeneousness from someone 
who, according to the blurb, found 
themselves in Paris in the late Six- 
ties but was. ha ha, singularly 
unable to live the life of a 
bohemian or a revolutionary or, tee 
hee, emulate the artistic and sex- 
ual antics of such literary mentors 
as Henry Miller and Hemingway. 


But re-assurance is close at hand. 
After no more than a page or two 
of An Innocent Abroad, it’s clear 
that Barry Pilton has more than 
enough comic skill at his command 
to refresh tire entire genre. 

He may not be able to live up to 
his Bohemian aspirations, but 
there's no doubt about the honest 
effort he puts into the enterprise, 
no question about his desire to live 
a life which would convince his 
socially mobile fellow adolescents 
back home that he spends his days 
“sipping hot chocolate on Jean- 
Paui terms with Mr Sanrc...and all 
night long was to be found crotch- 
deep in can-can girls”. 

There’s genuine hardship here: 


hours of solitude in an alien city 
which only slowly reveals its aes- 
thetic and intellectual attractions, 
days of searching out ways to make 
enough money to buy food to take 
back to a tiny hotel room, and 
above all. from the point of view of 
narrative momentum, month after 
month of trying unsuccessfully to 
make out with girls. For our hero 
was a late-qualifier at sex, a sad 
flimsy bearded 21-year-old who 
realised only too well that when it 
came to erotic encounters “where 
he suffered most from stiffness was 
the upper lip". In a city which 
Henry Miller populated with 
“happy-go-lucky souls who fuck on 
sight”, poor Barry fails in rapid sue- 



What a riot: Paris *68 

cession with flaxen-haired Ulrika, 
yogic Marie-Francoise, Amazonian 
Hclba or even Dutch au pair Kiki. 

Neither did his writing provide 
much compensation: the romantic 


and sensitive travel stories upon 
which he intermittently embarked 
hardly managed to engage even his 
own attention. Compared to his 
new friend Dave, who suffered 
torments from his attempt to set 
down on paper the outline of a 
whole new moral philosophy, he 
was a dilettante. *‘I envied him the 
fact that he was a driven writer; at 
best I would never be more than a 
slightly pushed writer. He had to 
write, whereas I merely thought 
writing seemed quite a neat idea". 

We can be pretty certain, the way 
these things go, that Barry will 
eventually get his girl, but will he 
also come to realise in common with 
his delighted readers that his real 


gift is for comic prose? Romance 
and recognition are simultaneous. 
As he tells his new friend, Theresa, 
in extravagant detail, of one of his 
more bizarre Parisian encounters, 
he caused “a deep, almost nasal 
laughter to gurgle up helplessly 
from her shaking bosom”. Its a rev- 
elation. For too long he has been 
ignoring the obvious. “Perhaps I had 
simply to commit the jokey bits of 
me to paper”. 

We can only be grateful that be 
followed through on his discovery. 
For within this story of growing 
self-awareness are any number of 
those necessary truths about life 
and love which only well-wrought 
comedy can precisely capture. 


fi 


Audiobooks 



by two of the best voices in the 
business, win delight admirers of 
Alfred Whinwright’s famous 
handwritten and drawn guides to the 
Lakes. Wbinwright was an intensely 
private man and his autobiography 
Memoirs of a Fell Wanderer 

l Olivers, 3 his 30 mins, £9.95, Tel: 
01225 443400). acerbic but with 
flashes of lyricism, is all he wanted us 
to know about him. Those who want 
to retain his spiritual flavour should 
leave it ar dial Less fastidious 
inquirers will enjoy Hunter Davies’s 
frank WainwrightThe Biography 
(Olivers, LZhrs. £16.99) for the 
passionate love letters 58-year-old 
“Red” wrote to his second wife. 

Christina Handyment 
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Paperbacks 

By Christopher Hirst and Lucasla Miller 


Watermark by Joseph Brodsky 
(Penguin, £6.99) For anyone “ 
going to Venice, this slim vol- 
ume of shimmering prose 
deserves a place alongside J G 
Links's incomparable handbook. 
You would not, however, expect 
a poet’s view of La Serenissima 
to serve quite the same function 
as an orthodox guide: “the eye, 
our only raw. fishlike internal 
organ, indeed swims here. It 
darts, flaps, oscillates, dives...” 
Brodsky’s brilliant reflections 
are the distillation of almost two 
decades of annual visits, always 
in winter and up to a month in 
length. As in the city itself, you 
may lose your bearings, but the 
experience remains constantly 
entrancing. 

Hanging Up by Delia Ephron 
(Fourth Estate, £6.99) A high- 
gloss take on a familiar Ameri- 
can theme, the alcoholic par- 
ent. Based on Ephron's famous 
family, this novel largely con- 
sists of zappy dialogue, often 
via the phone, as when Eve. 
the narrator, mishears her 


father's slurred announcement 
of his first overdose as "I took 
No-Doz” (an over-the-counter 
stimulant). The terminal scenes 
in a geriatric clinic are vivid 
and moving, but much of the 
book consists of self-absorbed 
gabbing by Eve and her two 
sisters. An easy but shallow 
read, like flipping through a 
photo album. Unsurprisingly, 
the film rights have already 
been sold and sister Nora is 
slated to direct. 

Flight Paths of the Emperor by 
Steven Heighten (Granta, 

£8.99) A rather aimless collec- 
tion of short stories which 
probes the gulf between Japan 
and the West, in particular 
Osaka and Canada. Often this 
divide is further emphasised by 
the generation gap. In one of 
the more telling fragments, a 
group of Japanese men move to 
defend a teenage girl of mixed 
race who is being attacked by a 
drunken westerner. “But Tm 
her father” he pleads. Heighten, 
who is also a poet, strives too 


hard for resonant effects: “men 
practising judo, their eyes and 
teeth glinting like fireflies in the 
dark, while singers in kimono 
rehearse mournful songs under 
the pines.” 

The Encyclopedia of Beatles 
People by Bill Harry (Bland- 
ford. £14.99) A delight to 
those obsessed by the Fab 
Four but a mystery to the rest 
of us. Engagingly, many of 
those included come from the 
seedier end of the showbiz 
spectrum, such as Alfred 
Lennon, John's absent dad, 
who issued an “autobiographi- 
cal record” called “It’s My 
Life”. We also learn that 
Darcy Bussell's father ran 
Apple Tailoring for its two- 
month existence in 1968 and 
that Dhani Harrison (bom 
1978), after "a somewhat cos- 
setted life”, now studies design 
technology. Despite his pas- 
sion for minutiae. Harry omits 
the fact that Jagger and 
Richards were among the cho- 
rus for “All You Need is Love". 


Uses and Abuses by Aldo Busi 
(Fiber, £7.99) Free of chapter 
breaks, Basis magic carpet rolls 
seamlessly from Lugano La Brus- 
sels lo “that hateful place” Lon- 
don (be was arrested for “inde- 
cent acts in public”) to Reykavik 
to Caracas - and we’re still only 
on page 57. While Busi’s main 
object of interest is himself (“l 
feel a great love and tenderness 
for my sleeping body”), fortu- 
nately he is also intrigued by 
almost everyone else he meets. 
Gcnct-likc. he is drawn to the 
underclass. While exulting in his 
homosexuality, Busi repeatedly 
reveals a keen eye for girls in 
tight black trousers. An odd, 
hilarious, angry book from this 
omnivorous, ceaselessly opinion- 
ated voyager. 

The Size of Thoughts: Essays 
and Other Lumber by Nichol- 
son Baker (Vintage, £7.99) This 
prose collection by the Ameri- 
can novelist Nicholson Baker 
offers a rich intellectual 
omnium-gatherum of critical 
insights, word games, self- 



N ext week in The Tabloid 
we launch the 1997 Story 
of the Year competition. First 
prize is £2,000, with £500 for 
the two runners up - and to 
celebrate the competition’s 

fifth birthday, we will be 
awarding a specially 
commissioned trophy to all 
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exploration and lateral think- 
ing. In Baker's hands, nerdy, 
pedantic scholarship becomes 
exciting, witty and liberated. 
Literary and linguistic topics, 
such as the history of punctua- 
tion or the use of spatial 
metaphors for mental 
processes, get the best out of 


See page 19 for our 20th-century Fantasy Book League competition 
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Buenos Aires' Plaza de (a Fuerza Aerea, overlooking the station and defiantly British clock tower. Inset: Evita Peron’s tomb photos: peter wilsonsophie Campbell 

Where the camera lies 

Sophie Campbell looks between the frames of ‘Evita' for the real Argentina. Or is that Hungary? 
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Location hunter 


Getting to Budapest: the only airlines 
flying from London to the Hungarian 
capital are British Airways (0345 
222111) and Malev (0171-439 
0577). Fares are around £200 return. 
Getting to Buenos Aires: Quest 
Worldwide (0181-947 3322) has a 
return fare to Buenos Aires on KLM 
from most British airports via 
Amsterdam of £362 including tax. 
This fare is extremely good value, and 
availability is strictly limited. 


The Evita trail: as yet, there is no 
museum dedicated to the Per6ns, 
though there are mutterings about 
setting up a special “Evita tour” of 
Buenos Aires. Until then, you can visit 
the rather dull basement museum of 
the Casa Rosada, do a backstage tour 
of the Colon Opera House where she 
made some glittering appearances, 
and visit the Recoleta cemetery. 
Tonight at 8pm, Channel 4 is showing 
Evita: the Unquiet Grave. 


T urn up lo Alan Parkers sumptuous 
new film E\ita hoping to “be apart 
of BA, Buenos Aires, Big Apple" - 
as the libretto promises- and you’re 
in for a frustrating couple of hours. The soar- 
ing modem skyline of the city - not to men- 
tion spirited local resistance - made filming 
difficult and contruversiaL So once the scenes 
of Eva Duarte’s early life in an authentically 
dusty town on the pampas are over, you are 
cast into more international waters. 

For instance, the holiche (bar/ 
restaurant) where Jimmy Nail fust per- 
forms as Magaldi (Gcordie tango singer 
and first man to seduce Evita) and the 
louche bars and hotels where our heroine 
begins her long slog to the top. were sets 
at Shepperton Studios. Tanks rumbling 
inro the city’s plazas in fact rumbled into 
Liberty Square in Budapest The magni- 
ficent funeral cortege, in which eveo the 
horses look depressed, slow-marched not 
down the Avenida de Mayo, as it did in 
1952, but up Constitution Avenue, near 
Budapest’s appealingly Westminsteresque 
parliament building. 

But for all that, the production team did 
pull off the greatest coup of the lot; the real 
Casa Rosada, Government House, which 
stands on the Plaza de Mayo in Buenos 


Aires. Madonna and co-celebrities had to 
grant a personal audience to President 
Carlos Menem (or was if the other way 
around?) to secure its use. This building 
- called Rosada because it is the colour of 
an underdone bife, originally painted with 
lime, beef fat and blood - is probably the 
most powerful existing reminder of the 
Peronist era. It was built in 1894, when 
Argentina was so wealthy from its meat, 
hides and grain that the expression “as rich 
as an Argentine" was aU the rage in Paris. 
It was also a time of mass immigration, 
mainly from southern Europe, bringing 
labour for meat-packing factories and 
dockyards; workers who 40 yeais on would 
become Juan and Evita Peron’s main 
power base - their beloved dcscamisados, 
or “shirtless ones”. 

So if the heart of Argentina is Buenos 
Aires, and the heart of Buenos Aires is 
Capital Federal (the inner city area 
bounded by Aveoida General Paz and the 
Riachuefo Canal), then the heart of all 
three is the Casa Rosada. And although 
Evita’s offices, from which she showered 
gifts on the poor, were in fact in the Min- 
istry of Labour, she is remembered as a tiny 
figure on the balcony overlooking mighty 
“May Square". 


The Plaza itself was built on the edge 
of the River Plate, long before the docks 
were constructed. It started life as a 16th- 
century fortress, was Jater a market- 
place, and only after the Casa Rosada was 
built did it become a litmus test for the 
mood of the nation. The 3 OB, 000-strong 
crowd of workers which turned out to 
demand Peron’s release from prison in 
October 1945 - brilliantly recreated in the 
film with 4,000 extras - was the first mass 


demonstration to take place there. 

Three years after E vita's death it was 
bombed by the air force in an attempt 
to get rid of Peron (it worked - for 18 
years, at least) and in 1982, when the 
Falklands War broke out, a leaping 
crowd gathered to shout “If you hate the 
English, jump!" The Mothers of the 
Plaza de Mayo stQI circle the square each 
Thursday afternoon, demanding to know 
what happened to their missing children 


during the “Dirty War" of the Seventies. 

There are other snippets from Buenos 
Aires, too. If you love the place, you can’t 
help smiling as Madonna takes her first 
ride in a cokcrho. a period version of the 
chrome and metal buses which roar up and 
down the grid of streets, carrying everyone 
from blue-smocked schoolchildren to 
classy ladies in fur. 

The railway station of Retiro, built by 
the British in a ‘doggedly Victorian style 
(the rest of the city was a rash of mansard 
roofs and elegant French facades) still 
serves the provinces to the north and west 
And sadly, the \dla miseria -a shanty town 
of the type which seems to ring every great 
South American city - where Ch£ (Anto- 
nio Banderas) dances with a little peasant 
girl, looked entirely authentic. These were 
not just an aberration of the Forties. 

In the absence of dialogue, perhaps this 
is what the film conveys best the contrast 
between rich and poor that fuelled Evita’s 
hatred of the middle and upper classes. 
Those early scenes of life on the pampas 
are familiar to artyone who has driven out 
across the flatlands to visit friends in 
Buenos Aires province. While the estanaa 
houses hide from the vastness in cool thick- 
ets of (imported) trees, the pueblos lie out 


there in the sun with their one-storey 
houses, square plazas and somnolent dogs, 
waiting for something, anything, to happen. 
Given the choice between that and the big 
city, what would you do? 

Personally. I found Evita achingly long. 
See it for the crowd scenes, for Jonathan 
Pryce, for the criollo faces, for Madonna’s 
85 costume changes, 39 hats and 56 pairs 
of earrings. But after the 15th reprise of 
“Don’t Cry For Me, Argentina”, you may 
find yourself sympathising with the graf- 
fiti that went up in BA when filming 
began, saying “ Puera (Go Home) 
Madonna!" I thought Evita was never, 
ever going to die. 

And when she finally did, the religious 
implications of an actress called Madonna 
playing a saint called Evita in a film about 
a dictator' s wife were all too much for the 
Basilica of St Stephen in Budapest, which 
flatly refused to let either of them lie in 
state under its portals. 

The coffin ended up in Hungary's 
Museum of Ethnography instead. The 
remains of the real Evita, meanwhile, have 
finally come borne to rest at the Recoleta 
cemetery -some of the most expensive real 
estate in BA -where she eventually joined 
the Establishment she so despised. 



Y ou have no access 
to a car. You want 
to travel around 
Britain over Christmas. 

Do you have a 
snowflake’s chance? 

That was the theme of 
the pre-Christmas story 
that doubled as our 
Christmas competition. 
Buried among the 
minutiae of trains from 
Gatwick, boats from 
Dover and planes to 
Rio were the names of 
16 Christmas hits. Your 
Yuletide task was to 
identity them alL and to 
. complete the crucial tie- 
breaker “The best book to 
give Santa when he comes 
to town is the ‘ Bough 
Guide to Hundreds of 
readers took the challenge. 

The answers appear on 
page 13. Imbued with festive 
generosity, we did not insist 
on perfection, but judged 
winners on the inventiveness 
of the tie-break. 

Most of the entries 
fitted three broad 
categories: logistics, safety, 
and dreadful puns. In the 
latter class, the three 
winners were all women: 
Jenny Dunstan of Derby 
with the Rough Guide to 

Susan Bagley of 
Grimsby, who suggests 
Northern Poland (“After 
all, Santa Claus is North 
Polish”); and Irish 
Marshall of Bletchley, with 
the Rough Guide to 
Hungary, Greece, Turkey, 
Krakatoa and Madeira 
(think about it). 

Sleigh safety was a 



concern of many readers, 
such as Steve Crick of 
Dumbartonshire ( Drink- 
driving regulations around 
the world). Four entries 
with different names 
came from the same Hull 
address; the best was the 
one claiming to be from 
the garden gnome: Rough 
Guide to Heat-resistant 
underwear, for when the 
home fires keep burning. 

A Euro-angle was 
injected by a number of 
readers, including Mark 
Waldron, Nottinghamshire, 
who suggested Working 
with Children and Animals: 
the latest EU directives on 
Elves and Safety. 

The logistics of 
travelling the world and its 
chimneys in 24 hours were 
tackled by Will Loughtin of 
Blackburn ( Rough Guide to 
Gas Central Heating Boiler 
Balanced Flues), Richard 
Brett of Kent ( Roofs of the 
World - including the North 
Pole) and, to help when 


choosing timely presents, 
Barry Maher of London: 
Good Years, Bad Years and 
Buzz Lightycars. 

Finally, like a black hole 
amid all the galactic 
goodwill, the entry from 
Peter Lis of Leamington 
reads simply Rough Guide 
to Roasting Redundant 
Reindeer. 

Honourable mentions 
(but no prizes - we’ve just 
run out) to Andy Swapp 
of Oxfordshire, who came 
up with a title that 
encompassed another 16 
titles and began Rough 
Guide to Rockin' Around 
the Christmas Tree ... and 
to Simon Dredge of 
Kidderminster; besides 
writing an entire synopsis 
for the forthcoming 
Rough Guide to Global 
Logistics. Mr Dredge 
wrote: 

‘ l The Independent 
Christmas travel quiz has 
become a yearly ritual for 
me. 1 find it a welcome 
break from the ‘Wish you 
were here?’ type of 
competition, like ‘Name the 
capital city of England; is it 
(a) a bicycle, (b) yellow or 
(c) London.* But I think it’s 
getting easier. So please, 
next year, toughen up.” 

Congratulations to all 10 
winners, who each receive 
the Rough Guide to Rock. 
Commiserations to 
everyone else - but rest 
assured that another 
Christmas competition is 
presently being concocted 
somewhere near the North 
Pole. And it’s a tough one. 
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Where can you get a 
summer holiday for just lOpi 



A superb holiday for just lOp? Yes, chat's all it could cost you to hook your holiday with Eclipse Direct*. It’s quick. 

It’s convenient And by honking direct, yni are assured of outstanding value for money bwl 
E clipsc Direct infers incredibly low prices for a wide range of quality holidays. So, sit back in the cocafon of your 
own home and talk to die people who really know their Canaries from dreir Caribbean. 

Choose now and take advantage of our special early booking offers. 


For a brochure featuring quality holidays to over 30 sunshine destinations from Majorca to Mexico 
- all at incredibly low prices - telephone or complete and return the coupon below. 




TELEPHONE 0X81 


*A 3 towkml Awmilr cnU m Edqw trrni iii H ™ tn the UK t 
(FT na»ilaei^|iBij;ii>|m. V taiw n cl n the 


Phase send me n copy of the Eclipse Direct Summer 1997 tuochure. 

Got pic re and rcrum this coup in ire Eclipse Direct. FREEPOST RCC287Z, London N4 1BR 
Hilr Inlmls Sunuiw 
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Snow had fallen, so might you 


m 


Stephen Wood debunks the 
myths about winter sports 
injuries 


rs‘‘ v ' * 


T he wisdom on winter sports 
injuries is handed down from 
skier to skier, and from one news- 
paper article to the next. That’s 
how we ail know that late-aft emoon runs 
are the most dangerous, that you are most 
likely to injure yourself on the third day 
of your skiing trip, that snowboarders 
have more accidents than skiers. There is 
truth in some of this shared knowledge, 
but much of it cannot survive exposure to 
the facts - as collected by Mededns de 
Montagne, a network of 74 doctors work- 
ing in 52 French winter sports centres. 

Its statistics, apart from disproving 
myths such as the dangers of the third day, 
also throw up some strange-but-Crue phe- 
nomena in the pathology of the skiing 
injury. For example, women over the age 
of 25 are twice as likely as men to suffer 
from a rupture of the anterior cruciate lig- 
ament in the knee, now the most wide- 
spread serious injury among skiers - 
although women average the same num- 
ber of injuries overall as men (another 
myth debunked). Snowboarders do suf- 
fer more injuries than skiers, but only 
because they are so accident-prone as 
beginners; when they have seven days’ 
experience behind them, snowboarders 
are no more likely to be injured on- the 
slopes than skiers. (In contrast, there is 
no discernible difference between the 
injury rate of experienced skiers and that 
of beginners.) And the British are no 
more injury-prone than other nationali- 
ties: “I suspect that British knees are the 
same as everyone else’s,” says Bernard 
Dupuy, one of six doctors working in the 
ski area of La Plagne. 

Dupuy and his five colleagues supply to 
Mededns de Montagne information on 
the injuries in the La Plagne area, which 
have run consistently at 25 per 10,000 
skiers day after day (the second and the 
fourth, as well as the third) for the last five 
years. They get back endless graphs show- 
ing the evolution of the ski injury since 
1975, which Dupuy talked me through in 
his surgery up at 2050ni in Belle Plagne. 

They show, dramatically, the effect of 
developments in ski equipment. The 
graph for limb fractures is in the shape of 


a flattened “X”: lower- lim b fractures 
have fallen from almost 70 per cent to 
about 25 per cent, with upper limbs 
doing the opposite. The curves cross in ' 
the early Eighties, by which time most 
skiers had rigid plastic boots and. easy- 
release bindings to protect their legs: But 
with the new bindings, arms and shoulders 
hit the piste harder; and snow boarders - 
who break a lot of wrists - have topped 
up the recent figures for upper-limb frac- 
tures. 

Tight-fitting plastic boots have had 
another striking effect By protecting the 
ankle and lower calf, they transfer the 
shock of a fall or other impact up to fixe 
leg's weakest point, the knee; and 
although damage to the anterior cruciate 
ligament was almost unknown in the 
early Eighties, it now accounts for 10 per 
cent of all skiing injuries in France - about 
13,000 cases a year. 

“The problem is,” says Dupuy, “that the 
knee is not nearly as well designed as tbe 
ankle, and has to be held together with 
these ligaments. If I had a leg injury, 1 
would much rather break an ankle than 
damage my knee: an ankle will heal com- 
pletely in a few months, but knee dam- 
age can stay with you for the rest of your 
life.” Dupuy does, however, still see bro- 
ken ankles: “The soft boots which snow- 
boarders now use are bringing back the 
injuries which I used to see with skiers 
when I started my practice 20 years ago.” 

What about the for higher incidence of 
anterior cruciate ligament injuries among 
women? “1 suspect that it’s a problem of 
female anatomy,” be says. “The Tups are 
wider, so the tup bone is more sharply 
angled into the knee. But we simply 
don’t know yet” 

Among the variables affecting the like- 
lihood of Injury, time is important. But the 
afternoon, between 3pm and 4pm, when 
skiers are tired, is not the only danger 
period. “There is another peak at 11am,” 
says Dupuy. “This may be because people 
don’t eat enough at breakfast to com- 
pensate for cold weather, which uses 
energy more quickly.” Bad weather, how- 
ever, does not seem to be an important 
factor - “perhaps because it makes skiers 



Damage to the knee now accounts for 10 per cent of ski injuries in France 


more cautious. But although their inci- 
dence stays constant, the injuries change 
with tbe conditions. Broken hips and 
shoulders tell me the snow is icy. more 
twisted knees and sprains, and 1 know 
there's soft, deep snow. 

So what apart from having a big break- 
fast, can a skier do to avoid injuries? If 
you are a woman, slacken the grip of your 
bindings: for the last two years Medecins 


de Montagne has recommended this to 
lessen the danger of knee ligament dam- 
age. If you are a child, wear a crash hel- 
met: the high incidence of head injuries 
among children, partly a result of their 
heads being proportionately larger than 
adults’, led to tbe Skiez casque campaign 
for under-16s in French resorts - which 
has cut bead injuries by 40 per cent, at 
least among skiers (early teenage snow- 


boarders are too cool for crash hats). 

Dr Dupuy s regime for healthy skiing 
is as follows. “Skiing is a sport; and as for 
other sports, you should eat well, drink 
well - water, not alcohol - and get plenty 
of sleep. But avoid sleeping pills: at alti- 
tude people often sleep badly because of 
the thinner air. but the pills wall make you 
drowsy in the morning, so you won’t ski 
well. And, most important, you should 
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exercise for a couple of months before 
going skiing.” 

He is not talking about exercise for bet- 
ter skiing, so much as for better falling. 
“People who have trained muscles can 
control themselves when they are falling. 
1 see people here who cannot get up off 
the couch without help because their 
stomach muscles are not strong enough. 
When they fall, they are out of control” 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Africa 



FLY BRITISH 
A I R W A Y S 


CONCORDE 




SUPERSONIC DAILY TO NEW YORK 
There are 2 daily scheduled Concorde departures 
Inking Heathrow and New York and we can 
arrange connections Irom most UK airports and, 
where required, we can use the BA subsonic 
swvicss which link New York wtth London. 

- Strmmgham, Manchester and Glasgow. All 
^arrangements, including reservations at selected 
- 1 : Manhattan hotels, are teBor-made to your precise 
•tiMufrurtemls. Please call us to discuss your 
-yStoWwy and our very advantageous prices. 
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Special Offer 


Valentine's Day in New York at the Rasnada Milford Plaza 

£335.00 per person 

Price Indudes: 

Return nights on American Airlines from London 
Heathrow non-stop to New York (JFK) 

3 nights accommodation at the Ramada M3ford Pina, 
based on 2 adults sharing a room 
VaM tor departure on I3lli Feb 97 and rwunung on 1 Btfi Feb B7 ONLY 
CALL NOW FOR OTHER GREAT FARES INCLUDING: 
Raleigh Durham from £209 Dallas Fort Worth from £279 

Lai Angles treat £289 San Frendsca from £299 

Can now about our ereaxing discounts far kfcisl 
NOW OPEN ON SUNDAYS (HL0OAM ■ 4.00PM) 11! 

Reservations: 0181 577 9966 

Often asbjaet K> snibMIty 

ABTAVS22X ATQLZ7QB 
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SUPERSONIC LUNCHEON FLIGHTS 
One hour and forty minute supersonic litocheon Rights 
with champagne luncheon, ffght deck visit souvenir 
model Concorde, ayer sonic certMcate and Concorde 
information pack: £575. 

CONCORDE AND PARIS 
Combine your supersonic flight on Concorde, wi&i a 
visit to the workfS most beautiful cfly, Paris! One day 
visits, with dty stfitseetog tour and some free time, are 
£639 per person. Two day visits with overnight at the 
Paris HMon are just £899 per person. 

CONCORDE SUBSONIC FUGHTS 
Sample the sheer magic of Concorde, with its awesome 
take-off acceleration, on our ever-poputer subsonic 
flights. Including in-flight service of champagne and 
souvenir modal Concorde the fere is: £229. 

CONCORDE AND NEW YORK 

(From Manchester and London with connections horn 

regional airports). 

Transatlantic by Concorde, without doubt the finest and 
most exclusive travel e x perience, anywhere in the 
world! We have 2 special Conoorde flights in August 
and December, offering one way to or from New York 
by Concorde, with one way by 747 or 767. 3 nights 
(may be varied if you wish) at the New York Marquis 
Hotel, city tour and aB transfer. Awtoe variety cA 
excursions including Niagara Falls, hartwur cruises and 
theatre tickets also available: £19991 TWs trip can also 
be combined with the Celebrity Cruises 7 day Bermuda 
Cruise from and to New York. 

Far reservations or a copy of our 1997 and the 
Celebrity Cruises brochure, please caM us now. 
or write to: 

David Gladwfn Concorde Ud, 

19 Main Street, Keyworth, 

Nottingham. NG12 SAA 
Telephone: 0115 9372455 
Fax: 0115 9376930 
htfo^AxirworfcLcompuserve. 
corn/homepages/dgeoncorde 


SOUTH AFRICAN 


CAPETOWN WIN ELANDS 
GARDEN ROUTE NATAL 
TRANSVAAL ZIMBABWE 
A unique selection of Classic 
Hotels, Game Reserves and 
Charming Homes ft Gardens, 
aifli *TE1 lo CWWn 

C4* town. WimneVsifg, Hjrai* 
South African Affair aioi 13M 
V7 Harebell tori l London W5 SQH 


0171-381 5222 


Ouaflty vtOu and cottages in 
the moat lovely areas ol Franca 
Manaons flih * foefa and tennis as, 
irvemde propamas, coibgBa. waage 
houses and a rtffade pajemnter. 

Dordogne Lot 
Provence Languedoc 
1997 BROCHURE AVAILABLE 
47 HtaKKA Rd. London W8 SOH 
ATOL 2334 A0TOTSO3O 


0171 381 8519 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY, Ry-*tv»s to 
Namibia, Zimbabwe ft the Capa. 
Plus safaris to Skeleton Coast 
Botswana ft Zambia. Tcufty tad- 
bio. Guest farms, buehce mps ft 
character accom. 0101 232 9777. 
AJTO ATOL BOB 


Australia 


AUSTRALIA & 
NEW ZEALAND 


SPECIALS 


Complex Tailor Made New Zealand 
Itineraries a speciality 

SPECIAL OFFER 
FUGHTS TO NEW ZEALAND 




CALL 01386 40891 FOR DETAILS AND BOOK DIRECT 


Balearics 


EXCLUSIVE Vito In MaNarca. Pot- 
Hnsa ft Menorca. Colour brochure 
James VUla Holidays 01732 
8*0846 ATOL 2730. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Mattorcan farm- 
houses wtth pools In unspoilt 
areas PoUsnse ft South East. 
01954 261431 AITO ATOL 2JB7. 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, vRtapa 
houses In unspoilt arras. Plus 
Mb, ftydrtves, escorted tours. 
SUNVIL 0181 -6*74748 AITO 
ATOLBOa 

CYPRUS, LIMASSOL. Coe do ni Me 
I or 2 bedroom the. 250m ell 
amenities ft sea. Petals 0181 847 
1854. 


Canaries 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

COUNTRY HOMES 


A superb collection of 
coastal, lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 
New England. 

FREE 132 PAGE BROCHURE 
CALL. 

(0990)143686 (24 Bn) 
Quote Ret NZ89. 
*roLW 



NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS - DIs- 
OnctlvB Ms ft Isngy homes, nom 
stop (Sghts to Bosun, brochure 
line: 01727 B5221 1. Putty bonded. 
ABTA V5164 AITO ATOL 2976. 


Latin America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Casta Rica, 
Guatemala i- Cuba add-ons 

Highly Berfbta individual tours ft 
Rydrtves Jungle lodges, nature 
reserves. 01B1-WT 4748 AITO 
ATOL60& 


EXCLUSIVE v«a holidays in Lao- 
zaroto. Tenenfo S Fuerievcntura 
colour brochure James VTOa HoB- 
days 01732 840846 ATOL 2730. 


Corsica 


Caribbean 


STUNNING CUBA! INTERCHANGE 
Tat 0TBT 68t 3612 ATOL 2429 


AB OKUBHE SCUertON OP TK 
Rflor Vnuo ft Aiwimxnm 

1 7 UEAS tWIH FUOrftS TO MB 
FROW RRDOOSL AiaMRTS 
CALL HOW FOR OURBflOCHUHE 


01727 841330 

■r Mi r 1 f 


NEW ENGLAND . Cape Cod awl 
Vermont Superb tan tty resorts 
and private houses- Bridgewater 
Travel ABTA V7278. Bracti 0161 
707B794 

ST. PETE BEACH Fl„ I bdrai turn, 
apt, on water, waft Mshop&SB50 
per month. 001 813367 2068 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Thailand. 
Wemprn. HgMy fledble tours and 
ffydivas lor individual. 0181-847 
4748 AITO ATOlSH. 

BALI AND INDONESIA. Adventure, 
rrikSe. Brochure: mss 7 73599. 


Austria 


Corsica Tor die Dbccndac 
Traveller 


SIXP4Y 

orsica 


Dricwei Ibe Mcdnrnantan'i 
hcM-Lepi 'dan. an iduml of 
Sk*'™' 1 teacher and tpcajL’iibr 
moumjtftv imunu.'hrd h> nut-. 

inuriMD U c Oder villi!. & rib 
pools, tuside cottage*, mountain 
mberges ud ayltih hotels, plus 
tlenble' Waudcnnc’ hoJtin s. 
0181 995 9323 
astavimt antt.ua vn 


Italy 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 



The Corshzmn Specialist 
Awl Mil' V ,-JTO 

Corsidm J Places 

Sjpeib vte *V with pooK 
mdfrwal viEagL- twees, pretty 
apartments. trvsvSy tends 
01424 7743t* Ln 774674 
- 07000 cctmco ■ 
uwv ettsguo uk/cordea 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Very apodal 
fannhsea. vNaaft Apts In ft around 
enchanting nwdfaraf San 
Gimignano between noronca ft 
Siena- 1397 brecftOl 81-4K-921 8 

COUNTRYSIDE bet. Rome ft 
Nepiea, at foot of Mnts. vflla alps 
& small MIBL let 01875615688 

TUSCANY, 'SICILY. Select proper- 
ties In eacenert loc a t i on!, pools 
ate. Colour Brochure 015394 
31 120 ABTA V7333 

CASA II IA ‘91 aave money! Book 
Directi Private owners advertise 
qualiy WWay home* and MB In 
Holy. CoL Brechin 01464 OKI 15. 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY. RartMe 8y- 
drtvas to Tuacwty ft Umtxte- Char- 
acter BB accom. Plus 8*cfly, 
Lakes, Cttes- 0181-84 7 4748 AITO 
ATOL80B. 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY. Wins. Cot- 
tages ft opts. For brochures call 
ToBor-mede Tours on Oill 
2911450 


Germany 


GERMANY and beyond ki high- 
speed trains, sleepers and 
motorail. New: our UK booking 
service for your rail tickets! 

Bookings: 0181-390 8833 
Brochures: 01476 591 311 


E1FEL, BLACK FOREST, Bavaria. 
Ch e rntingwne ft hoWalmEZZPpft 
epta fm £293 pw. Also Austria, 
Slovenia ft Croatia. Auto Plan 
01543 257777 


GERMANY • Daily low cost nights 
and hotel accommodation, Aft 
major credit cards. Please caft 
German Travel Centre 0181 429 
2900. ABTA 90685 ATOL 2977 



CITALIA's ITALY 


'Romantic Sorrento 
Fascmatmg Sicify 
Unspoilt Sardinia 
Enchanting Tuscany 
and much more in our 
1997 brochure 


Biodbmlinc Rd INpt 

OI235 

Cuaha 824354 

TLr lodmj Win S^fulot ASHYmM rttABt UMAITO 



Individual Holidays for 
rtjc Dtacenring Traveller 


usCt'inv 

^mbria 


Traditional f.irmhontes. 
i ill Ji an J apartments in 
hair's prettiest regions. 
FBH COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUO IT 10*4 < #r urtte la. 

Idiun/r in lulu. Dept I0t<4. 
fljijnor. PuBynonah, 
lira Sunn RHJOIQO. 

VACANZE IN ITALIA 


THE ART OF LIVING IN 

ITALY 



Tradition*] com? vilVMpamarnt} 
with pool, etanniBS intmak tetefa 
arid ItviWr Oydriw holidaji. New 
la 1997- the Hill) and Beaches of 
the Mtmni Omd Taunug. 
Pdorinc sod Cookery bobday) pha 
dtort Irak) m Florence. 

0181 995 9323 
.mnai japuestm 


ITALIAN COLlfCTION Tuscany, 
Umbria. Abnias ft fttecha. Beau- 
muHamtfnran and coBeges with 
private pools, likn Travel 01403 
2S978B (24 hn) ABTA ATOL 1452 
AITO. 

ROHE, FLORENCE. VENICE, Stctiy . 
Tuacarty. Confrd eperpnonte ft v»- 
Ida. Good rates. 8181 808 0082 1 
era 3900 WO. FS* 080 0331 

TliSCANY-UIIBAIA. Spacious core- 
iuBy rostorod larmhouse. 6km 
Lake Trosftnona 36a dooreo 
views. SadiKfod Easy rirtvo 
AhW, Florence, Siena From 
£250. TtATax 01243 62812T 


apulm, Calabria, sicily, 

Anwttl, Undiscavarsd South. 

Hoieta. Penns, vm«s. Apts. Pooto. 

(01694) 722193 ATOL 4*9. 
UMBRIA. Cottage lor Two In Olluo 
Grove within walking distance ol 
MetBaval HH Town. evoriooMnn 
LBko Traslmano. Details oi»s 
213195. 

UMBRIAN FARMHOUSE, splen- 
didly Situated, etogantty con. 
varied. Sips, ft/to. Lge. pool, ell 
■nod. eons. ESOO-Cl 100 pw. 01379 
7B3883. 

SAN GlMIGNANar TUSCANY. F«n- 
tty nm, rustic tmnhouso recantty 
restored. Superb views. Pod. 
Walks. Apts 2/8 pirn (CZ70- 
430pad. BftB 2 para (£35-45 day). , 
Tot Stsvon/Natafle 0036-577. ■ 
944485. 

LAKES. UMBRIA, TUSCANY, 
Mereho, Sktily. EBu. Holds ft 1 
epts. attractive prices. Hotel! hn 
£22 B&B. opts wtth pool hn t 22 i 
pw. Aim Ptel 01543 2ST7TT 

N.TUSCANY. SpoekMe eeH cant Apt 
in restored Cl 7Vi tenratouee. Shs 

4. Superb pesBon. 50 etirw Plso, 
Florence, coast, Apennines. 
lotye hoti lets, Tel (01733) 
322072. 

INVITATION TO TOSCANY. Romw 
Bccotktgtnft luxurious vObs to let 
In some of iha loveliest areas o< 
Tuscany- Tel: 0171 503 7i 11 or 
0121 4265016. 

COUNTRY HOUSE HOLIDAYS In 
Southom Italy, with cookery 
damonatrailonE ndudad. Anglo- 
luilon owned. Azionda Agrinirie- 
tica 0181 9462358. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PuWiafwig pic 
regrets that aithough evety 
reasonable precaution is takra, 
nore^onsUlftycanbe 
accepted for flghis andtor 
aoaxtmodafion offered 
through these columns, or any 
loss arising therefrom. Readers 
are advised to take all 
necessary precautions betore 
entering Into any travel 
anangements. 


USC ANY 
UMBRIA 

& COASTAL 
REGIONS IN ITALY 
Prime Ylaued 
fatewotP iH Strinni ii% ! J 

ftnb sane with liadiCaBB. < 

E*atatknowta%t/ 1 , 

pricesswetwly 
fafwttithe 1 

owunifimL na j 
TUSCANY NOW 
0171 272 S469J 
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Portugal 


hrtngal br Uk DisaraieE narcBcr 


/^77\ slMHLr 


Traly aikvidual villas with pooh. 
(Lmm nmorhocMi aid icIrwI 
Mch nd |*n«to all tner da 
tertrtriwf coonlij Flexible 
• Wjndcroig- balidiyi mi city bnakv 
pan ipnny and imran puidnc mi 
l*w>pi|4/ ««d«. 

0181 995 9323 

unviD7 tmita tiro 


PORTUGUESE 


QnaRfy vB« aleng the 
nurarifleon custftia. and ■ 
•ekVMiMeclMia M ceaoaa 
rewaots wt la the heart ef the 
Marem. aawwBt caoiwysMe. 
raoper ties have poob. 
ALGARVE 

Mareo SMTRA ALCMTEJO 
V? Hunboft Hoad. London W6 BOH 
XTOlUM Ht. moMM UTDrSHS 


0171-385 4775 

;a:l 




Holiday pnmrde 
the moat dcUghtfo 
MWo fPtntssal. 
rancoLQim 
BBOCHDBE 
KING 

(0990M45M2 

QOOTE B£P PI 1 1 




BARBARA READ VILLA RENTALS 
Specialist In LaooVPraia da Lux 
am 01535 653021-01706 32808 
SUNVIL DISCOVERY. FteffiL 
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Good morning, 
Manhattan 

Peter Fynn gets up early in New York 


F rom the balcony of a Greenwich Vil- 
lage apartment block I watch the dis- 
tant lights of commuter traffic 
streaming into Manhattan across 
Brooklyn Bridge, it’s 6.15am. Steam billows 
through the gratings in the street below, just 
like in rhe movies, and pale fingers of win- 
ter mist are strung out across the sunrise. 
From Harlem to Battery' Park, the city 
shakes itself free of a fitful slumber. This is 
a New Yorker's New York - and one the 
tourist rarely sees. 

With the availability of cheap flights and 
low-season accommodation. New York is a 
great place for a brief visit in winter. And if 
you play it right, you won't be too bothered 
by out-of-state rubbcmeckers. other tourists, 
or even that scourge of the transatlantic trav- 
eller. jet lag. Make an early start, cram as 
much into the day as you can, get to bed at 
a reasonable hour, and you'll be somewhere 
close to GMT and your normal sleep pattern. 

There’s so much to absorb in the early 
morning in this frenetic city that you may not 
get around to ev ery one of the familiar tourist 
sights, but you'll have come into contact with 
the real New York, and isn’t that what 
you're there for? I mean, if all you want to 
see is the Statue of Liberty and'the Empire 
State Building you might as well buy your- 
self a video and stay at home. 

So, having made that early start, the first 
thing to look for is breakfast’- a big event in 
a city where everybody eats out. Small hotels 
don’t have dining rooms, and the larger ones 
probably won’t begin serving until 8am. so 
hit the street soon after dawn and start look- 
ing; most earing places will have either 
worked all night, or opened their doors at 
around 6am. The first meal of the day can 
be as frugal or substantial as you like. I'd rec- 
ommend you opt for “substantial" and miss 
lunch. You can tuck in to a fry-up that’ll make 
the best efforts of a British transport cafe 
look like a Weight Witchers’ special - or how 
about a pile of pancakes and bacon smoth- 
ered in maple syrup? If you want, you can 
go for just scrambled eggs on toast, bagels 
or cereal, but, hey, this is New York. 

But by now you'll want to see some 


Manhattan 

transfers 


Air fares across the Atlantic are at an 
all-time low. If you are earning the 
average British wage of just over £350 
per week, it will take you less than 
three days to earn enough to fly from 
London to New York and back. 

To try to find the best bargain, 
researchers called 20 discount agents 
anonymously on Wednesday afternoon 
of this week, and asked for the lowest 
fare on a London-New York journey 
departing on 6 February and returning 
on 10 February. All figures quoted here 
include tax. The range of responses was 
surprisingly wide. Lowest fare of all was 
£185 on Continental Airlines from 
Gatwick to Newark, through Traitfinders 
(0171-937 5400). The same seat on 
the same flight was sold at anything up 
to £220 by other agents. 

On the world’s busiest international 
air route, from Heathrow to JFK, Travel 
Horizons (0171-580 7000) quoted 
£200 on Air India. Among US and 
British airlines, which have a wider 
choice than Air India's once<laily 
service, Travel bag (0171-287 5559) 
quoted £206 on United, £207 on 
American and £215 on Virgin Atlantic. 

The best British Airways fare we 
found was £208.40 through Campus 
Travel (0171-730 2101). And if you 
like the sound of an unusual stopover, 
then Airline Network (01772 
727272) offers one in Rekjavik, on 
Icelandair for £212. 


things. The bustling Union Square Market 
in the Village at Park Avenue and Broadway 
Starts at 7am on Monday, Wednesday, Fri- 
day and Saturday. If you fancy something 
more brash, go along to the Fulton Street fish 


arrive, and is right next .to South Street Sea- 
port's Pier i 7 restaurant and shopping com- 
plex from where you can take a 60-minute 
round-trip cruise to see the Statue of Lib- 
erty and admire the Manhattan skyline. 

From Fulton Street eaich the free Loop 
bus to the World Trade Center on the West 
Side of Lower Manhattan. This is a truly won- 
drous edifice, and the observation floor in 
Tower 2 offers spectacular views over Man- 
hattan. the Hudson and New Jersey. In the 
same building, on the mezzanine floor, the 
office of TKTS will sell you cut-price scats 
for virtually any show in the city's theatres, 
hut you have to be there promptly - they 
open at 10am. Go for a matinee if you can, 
and stick to the cariy-bcd. early-rise routine. 

If street markets aren’t your scene. Cen- 
tral Park at the start of the day almost cer- 
tainly will he. It comes alive early on, with 
rollerbladcrs. cyclists, dog-walkers and jog- 
gers crowding into this green clearing in the 
middle of the steel and concrete. What seems 
like the whole of Manhattan will be there, 
from the Quentin Crisp lookalike leading a 
poodle with a diamante collar to the novice 
jogger lurching along with elbows pulled in. 
breath rasping and knees held lightly 
together. You’ll also come across any num- 
ber of hurtling youths on skateboards or 
rollerblades: the only threat they pose is that 
their exuberance at this time of the morning 
will probably put you to shame. 

Although it's still early, street traders will 
already be out selling coffee, rousted chest- 
nuts and cakes. Despite the current overtly 
faddish eating habits of the Americans - 
caffeine-free everything, low-cholesterol eggs 
and sugarlcss candy - the whole nation feeds 
as it always has, in huge volume and with 
daunting frequency. 

As the day unwinds, gently but expansively, 
you’ll come to realise that New York is some- 
how just what you expected, yet nothing like 
you thought it would be. The subway trains are 
free of graffiti and the cops have time for you; 
the cabs really are yellow, and vou'U see plenty 
of drunks and beggars around. The place will 
pud at your emotions with a force stronger than 
gravity. It's brutal and beautiful, rich and 
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But by now you'll want to see some market it’s all about noise, crackling activ- gravity. It’s brutal and beautiful, rich and 
action. The best place to head for atthis rime ity and exciting smells. The market will poverty-stricken, cosmopolitan and racist, 
of the morning is somewhere that sells already be open for business when you There's nowhere else on earth quite like it 


Absorb the early morning in New York - brutal and beautiful, rich and poverty-stricken photo: tom i 
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France 


France 



TAKE A 
NEW LOOK Air 
OUR FRANCE 


Brochure Lins 


0 1242 
240 310 




& SPAIN 
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CAMPING 
& LUXURY MOBILE 
HOME HOLIDAYS 


01242 
240 310 






0 1242 
240 310 


An outstanding choice of the very best camping and 
luxury mobile home holidays. Great value and perfect 
for families. Under lf& stay free. 




0 1242 
240 310 


FRENCH 


holidays direct 


• Book direct wtth over 
1700 private owners 
• AH types of holiday 

property, many with pools 

• All regions of Ranee 

• City Breaks 


Chez Nous 

y t saks 


Mr 


QuaHtyVfflas& 
Character Farmhouses 
aH over France 
01439 973612 

Stanman. Sotos £052 2fflY 



The finest camping & 

MOBILE HOME HOLIDAYS IN 

Europe - from £304*. 

98 sires with pools. tvatcrchuns. bars 
NNHP jnd resist trams jusr like J hotel. 


Our own exclusive mobile homes and 
spacious 4- bedroom Supcrtcncs. 

jHbk Saw over £100 with our special P&O 
WF frrrv offrr plus a £'50 on-board voucher 

I"jD l.kLu lur t hfu.-har/' ^/JEV &/3 JJ) 

1 OISI 395 8565 

^ hour, • Rny fiw 1-15 ^ 
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3,029 new ways 
to discover 
unspoilt France 


Discover France in a way that you never could 
on an ordinary holiday. Take a voyage of 
discovery on toot, by bike, or by canoe (with 
your bags moved tor you) through Idyllic French 
regions. 

You'D stay in comfortable traditional hotels, 
with fine regional food and wines. You'D see the 
splendours for which France is famous. But 
along your path, well help you find the 
appearing tittle comers tourists miss. You can 
discover tucked away landscapes immortalised 
by the world's greatest artists, taste the 
little-known local dishes that inspired the 
world’s finest cuisines, and poke into the nooks 
and crannies of sleepy half-timbered villages. 
And you'll see a wider variety at wild flowers, 
birds and butterflies than you ever thought 
possible. If you Dke France, you'll love our 
3,029 new ways of rfiscovering it. 
Ring now for your 1997 colour brochure. 


ATOL 2412 
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01606 48699 
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m ’ rjSr "^ For 

The Best 

Self-Drive Camping 
And Mobile Home 
Houdays In Europe 

. . . Choose EuroSites .. . 

Prices start from £95* for 7 nights and £1 1 5’ 
for 14 nights, in a tent for up to six. people. 
JUST LOOK WHAT EUR05ITES CAN OFFER YOU: 
BE 111 of Europe's top quality campsites across Europe 
K Spacious tents & luxury weff appointed mobile homes 
RE Single and MutK-Cenhe holidays in Eight 
European Countries including 
France, fluty and Spain 
R3 Fully trained EuroSMes 
representatives 
on every site. 


For 

^ A Copy 
Of Our Free 
Main Brochure Call 


0990 134 748 

On C.-.LL I TO Ya-.-n C.OCV. t 3 * 71 . 1 . AXiVf 


u nrzus ..14 uks: 0990 143 552 
r ? s fry \ ; *! * \ > 0990 360 360 

- vr .si;/; v: ■( k / RAW- Ai . l.ST 


S.W. France. Oualtty vtOaa a cot- 
tages, many with pools. Country- 
side - nr beaches. Francophile - 
Bended. 01 S3S4 31860 

LOT. Beautiful neutiy converted bam 
tod of UflhtaxcUl ng spaces, lowly 
fumttura, paintings, a* mod eons, 
2 dWe bdrptt an suite bathrooms. 
Solar heeled pooL In Ouarcy for- 
est. Ideal location lor touring, 
cycikig. walking or Indolence Tot 
00335 0531 5908 daytime or 
Lncocq 01344 4Z743S wettings. 

NORMANDY . Peecetol country cot- 
tage. u nopear, relaxing. Slpe 5-7. 
01323 305838 


CYCLING 


LVA1 II M 


Hold to Hotd Tours, with 
luggage carried or single 
centra holidays. 

01892 890 885 

BELLE FRANCE 

A70L2B2 Mi 


PROVENCE Alps, dsMched ammo. 
Sips 4. Version Gorges/Lac SL 
Croix. Seasonal swImmlngAalk- 
Ing. A van all yr. C9S-£l8Spw. 


BRITTANY, Dordogne, Cote d'Azur 
B more. Lovely voias. many with 
pools. Su nested VUbs. ASTA 
V7Z78 Bruch 0161 707 8794 
BRITTANY, AUDTERNE Restored 
rural suns cottage, wafl- 
eqrtpped. secluded garden, sips 
5, beach 3km. 01743 232702. 
CYCLE TOURING in Brittany tram 
C190 par week. Breton Bfcea 


SW FRANCE. Staw house In lovely 
setting. 5 bedrooms & 3 baths, 
large port 6 take. Sleeps ID. AuoH 
Usy-SepLTeL (01225)438886. 

LOT ET GAHONNE , well equipped 
bam studio. Slpe 4,ierrace > pool, 
views, good markets, wines. 
Options gourmet meals, photog- 
raphy lu Hon. Tel 010 33 55 3B8 
1990 

DORDOGNE - secluded bfmhouse. 
fully modernized, In heart of 
cave/Chateaux country, nr ruined 
castle, steape 9. Own swimming 
pool, 6 acres, phone. Tel (0181) 
3407726. 

NR. PEZENAS, S. France - Lovely, 
wei-eegrd, 4-bed lamfly house in 
qutel pretty vHtage, 12 km sandy 
beach, sips 8 + cos. historical/ 
sporty/ relaxing area. From 
£300pn. Tel. (0171) 3859875. 

CEVENNES. ArcWtecIfB WySc 
riverside collage for 8/3. 0171 485 
9875. 

SW FRANCE Farmhouses wtth 
pools- Tara si Garonne a La 
Beam. 01954 2B1431. A1TO ASTA 

SW FRANCE, Ctarente: r 7c farm- 
house, with private pool. In rural 
unspoilt countryside, all mod 
omanHJao, dps S. avail 
June,' July' Aug. TbJ 0033 

54SB574B5 Fw 0033 545857062. 


DISCOVER... 

FRANCE 



Luxury Mobile Home Holidays 
in beautiful Brittany & Western France 


** 4 Children Travel Free ** 


MATTHEWS HOUDAYS 

Bishopsmead Parade, East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6RP 

Telephone: 01483 284044 ABIAV2927 


Greece 


Greek 

Islands Club 

V31a and hotel holidays 
for those who expecr 
privacy, comfort, per- 
sonal service and beauti- 
ful surroundings. For a 
brochure telephone 

01932 220477 

hnprfwwui vdixo.uk/villar/ 


I Crete far tbeDfecerafax Traveller 


Escape the main stream and 
eapenenre tbc real Croc, an 
isumf of stunning landscapes 
and warm hospitably. We oflrr 
restored country cottages, villa* 
wiih private 'pools, quoin > 
opartrncM.s and family-run 
balds, all ui rnixpoifl local ions 
Plus Island Wandering and 
Special Tniercn Holidays 

0181 995 9323 

iStKVlCT fljgjg falTP 



brochure 01629824881 



SXIATHOS, Pafion, Skopalos. 
AlonlssoB. Mykonos. Paros, San- 
torini & Lemnos. Superb villas, 
ape 5 hotels, most wflh aoa 
wewa. Expert & friendly service 
horn Sklathos Travel Ud, now In 
ou- ism yr. 0181 MO Si 57, Alta. 
Auiieeo. 


NO ONE COMES CLOSER TO FRANCE. 

Farmhouses in Provence, chateaux in the Loire, cottages 
in Burgundy. Individual holiday houses of queliiy 
& character in France and Corsica. Many with pool. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
RING (0990) 143681 QDOTE REF: FZ03 
Or write Rn Vacaaces en Campagne. 

Dept F103, Bignor. Pulbo rough. 

West Susses RH20 1QD. 

Vacances en " T " 

ni > ji ion* 

Campanile \T*:rz 


Greece 


faxH, Corfu, Lclluix, Mrsukl. 
Idwca. Ccplalciite, ZNkyWlbK 


Qimiicyvamany Greek 
holidays awtiy from [be 
mainstream. We offer povjle 
villas wiih pools, boms and 
seaside cottages in beautiful 
unspoilt locations, plus 
specialist painiioe. walking 
and flower holidays. 
0181 995 9323 

iniTUn oanairn 


LEFKADA- Ever ktspbing Greek Ion- 
ian Island. Superb quality luxuri- 
ous vBas wtth port. Trad, hsea. 

Opts, a ate. ABTA. ATTO. ATOL 

BrortWO Tel 01580 76500a 

SKYHOS Hoftstic Holidays in 
Greece 5 Caribbean. Over 200 
coursae led by eneitont tutors 
Inrt. Ken Ruased, Sue Town sand 
A Toyah WHcoi. Superb setting, 
friendly community, del. food. 
0171 264 3065. 

GH ECO FILL’ FILOXENIA For the 
tBacernmg, truly, quieter Greece. 
(01422] 375899. ATOL 2817 AriO 






W ttfj *i ‘TO »> «*-.• 

Betei Agent ATOl 606 


IUOS TRAVEL Our personal choice 
ol traditio n al properties on KeMo- 
nia, Zakynttios, Paroa, Naroe, 
Skfathos, Skopefca, AWnteaos & 
Petion. Ottoman style houses 8 
collages ctoae to the era In 
Turkey. 01403 2 S 9788 124 hrs) 
ABTA ATOL 1 452 AITO. 

SPRING FLOWERS, Drteamaking 
view* & empty beaches. Oteconr 
Western Crew horn a/c vWagea 
hausas. Pure Crete (0191) 780 
0B79. ATOL 2757. 
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travel 


SATURDAY 


25 JANUARY 199 7 


. the independent 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


takeoff 


Tike Off 


] 


Tike Off 


Because we think the world of you 



TAX: 0171 293 2505 
SkeOff" 


IfflCl. IMS) 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 


HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

MANILA 

SAIGON 


u * min 

htn 


■newy .nm 
hum 


OQCWf 

(f 

£354 

£529 

NEW YORK 

£122 

£159 

TOKYO 

£267 

£325 

£509 

BOSTON 

£139 

£159 

DELHI 

£198 

£354 

£599 

FLORIDA 

£159 

£190 

J0D11RG 

£297 

£354 

£659 

LOS ANGELES 

£217 

£253 

CAPETOWN 

£297 

£238 

£396 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£217 

£253 

HARARE 

£333 

£273 

£459 

DENVER 

£256 

£256 

NAIROBI 

£197 

£242 

£399 

TORONTO 

£138 

£229 

DUBAI 

£165 

£308 

£495 

VANCOUVER 

£258 

£319 

CAIRO 

£145 

£274 

£451 

CARIBBEAN 

£175 

£276 

GENEVA 

£99 

£308 

£561 

MEXICO CITY 

£248 

£286 

AROUND THE WORLD 


trailUPersh}- 


■Worldwide attention to ^ 


£99 

£677 


THE T R A V E l E X ? E l I S 


BOOK YOUR FLIGHTS TO QUEENSLAND 
FROM £538 RETURN 

AND RECEIVE DISCOUNTS OF UP TO AUS $50 IN AUSTRALIA 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night (mm 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 • AREA £37 • PACIF1CE42 • ASIA £30 
USA CAR HUE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORTH AMERICA DBECTQHY ON 0171 -9383366 


AH cut shops are epee Mon-fri 9-7pm * Sat 9-6pm • Son lO-Spni 


* oms -Utwe. .- 




tf 5 


. CfMS£S. 







& 


4 - 


For the real lowdowii on worldwide 
travel, Trailfinders is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Trartfmders offers more tow cos! 
fflgUs to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts In airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-make your very 
own package with op to 65% discoum 

on hotels and car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 1ATX APT* 60701 


SlHiliiiiwSw^^^^nunON WB 7«G 

194 Kensirjg | o n Hi^^^. 9 38 3939 
Long Haul 017 1-938 3444 

First & Business Class wfl ^ 

215 Kensington J j fJ^.‘o1T1-937 5400 
Transatlantic & Europea wg6FT 

42-50 Earls Court -KrS 3386 

^BIRMINGHAM B 4 6 BS 

48 Com Street * BS 

Worldwide Rights. 0117 

Worldwide FhgWs 0141^ 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


people think the worldofj^ 


FLIGHTB 


AMERICAS & EUROPE 

0171 757 2000 

WORLDWIDE 

0171 757 2444 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

0171 757 2468 

FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS 

0171 757 2500 
OPEN 7 DAYS 


GUARANTEED LOWEST AIRFARES 
ON SCHEDULED AIRLINES 

AH fares are return flights, sitojectto avalabflity, 
seasonal & regional supplements, cx. surcharges 
& taxes where applicable 



ALSO AT GA7WJCK 

01293 568 300 

Oonn 7 tfarrt. 7 am- 10cm 


BROCHURE HOTUNE 

0990134912 


Best Value:- Air Fares - Car Hire 
- Hotels - Insurance 

ATOL 2562 IATA ABTA D0806/V8800 

ll.l.M.U.l.l.l.l.UJJ.lW.UJJ.lJJ.l.'J.lJU.'M'.'.UJ.lLl.l.l'.ll.ri.lU.l.l.lJ.l.lJJJlJl.l.ULl.l.U.l.UJU. 


New York tr £170 
Boston £179 
Chicago £245 
Washington £179 
Denver £255 


n g 




Top scheduled airlines. 

1 Best stopover choice - 
Far East, USA & more. 

1 Itineraries tailored to your 
exact wishes. 

Car&campervan hire, 
air, rail & coach passes. 

1 Accommodation from 
budget to luxury. 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROM 

£512 

RETURN 


NEW ZEALAND 

-inrl or fluvtuli.i 

FARES FROM 



RETURN 



01420-88724 or 0171-287 5556 


TRA/ 



OFFICIALLY APPOINTED LoRIWNS AGENT 


OP®"* - *** 12 High Street Aten. Hants, GU341BN 

Mon-Frf 9 am- 7 pfn « 

Sat'S un 9 am- 5 ptn ur 

sun Lon ioam- 4 pm 52 Regent Street London, W 1 R 6 DX 2959 IabT/ 

FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 4-522 

All feres subject to availability. Restrictions apply, ask for details. 




S. FranciscOfr£255 Sydney fr£570 Beijing 
Honolulu . £445 N.Zealand £650 Jo'burg 
Tpronto 

Mexico £285 Singapore £415 Amsterdam £69 


^Zealand £650 

£219 Hong Kong £454 Nairobi 
£339 Bangkok £439 Dubai 


y 1 e 

fr£299 

£410 

£329 

£285 


Florida 

^ly-Drive 

jW 

fr £ 199 

mo. I week FREE 
oar hire 


* S TA TRAVEL* 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


itiir CarritkiBwy octet Oskol *id rovai»i.<pafer*fatii«Medagte land. mb 


Paris Earaar £49 
Aa rtad am £67 
Gnen £96 

Athens £99 

Baufara £18 


Romo £02 s Mexico £355 

Caro £236 j Rio £339 

VtosHogton £156 - $ Hanks £339 

San Francisco £219 i Deft] £399 

Toronto £216 : Bangkok £355 

ROUND THE WORLD: FROM £668 


Singapore £414 

Hongkong £475 

HoOdMMi £540 

Feith 509 

Sydney £589 



I EUROPE 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6262, 0161 834 0668 (Manchester) 

5 ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 3C1 61W 

l n7EusteRoadNWL#OW8Ra^fidSW7.UGoo<%panLaxfaa 

* SUmmiNTOUiATIONCQWSTUNEiiniUilM 


TJX 


LOtDOK UUKHS7ER GLASGOW, LCB& UftKASIU, OXfCtD, CAHSMKL MS 70 L DUSHTOr _ STA TRAVEL 


TRAVEL DESIGNS 


£143 

tOele 


■ WOM-DWtOC RJQHTS 

AUCBAMD UMAflHMt Ui« 

SSSSuT m HOSES m 


S3BT 


M»KR iw mtBM 


j tf*M - OH jwn M 

te xa on Sw rtisL Ato rn 

017T636"l551 




DAILY DEPARTURE SPECIALS IN JAN 4. FEB 


NEW YORK £173 S. RffiCO £275 BOSTON £179 DOW £330 
L ANGELES £275 TORONTO £219 BOMBAY £330 KlIJWURtttt 

DAILY NON-STOP TO DELHI £449 


COI.'PsTITfts FARES TO ALL V.'ORLCWiOE & EUROPEA', ’ DESTINATIONS 


Far (rltndly, aMIclaal service call mi 

0171 482 0414 = 



You'd have to look hard 
to find a smaller fare. 


AMSTERDAM from 


€69 return 


BELFAST from 

£59 return 
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★ USA AND 
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TVavel as many 
times as you like 
from £59 a year. 

With our annual Uavd innunu.ee you ^tatean 
” number of hips- To enn,.. call^e^-een 

8am and 8pm Monday to Fnday gM 
quofognderen«IQl 4 - 

0800 JOO 737 tonjwc 
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GOING TO ARGENTINA? 

TsasiMB^ r 

With 3 direct flights weekly from H^throw, 
connections via A'Vadridon ^lorirw-da^^ 

an extensive network of within ^ 

Ampniina vou cannot choose a better airline- *f 
Spy Sou'th American ho&phalrty the moment £j 
you leave Heathrow. 
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USA & CANADA 

Sost 

The Complete Escorted Tour Experience With Our VIP Local Departure 
Service Offered Free From Over 1100 UK Points On All Oates! 

Now booking through October 1096 to October 1997. 

■tr and of the mapie, mountain 3&, red oak and scarlet sassafras, among many other wonderful 
I trees and flowering phots; of abundant wil dlife and moose-inhabited forests; North Americans 
JLiEagem Region is a glory largely undiscovered by the casual visitor Tim's unrivalled 20 year's 
experience of organising tours to die region lakes our diems into die . — * A ” 

beguiling byways to out-of-the-way villages ami true gens of American 1 
rural life. Naturally the - b^» name’ attractions are included tat our I 
tours, from Magana to Boston, but our mote leisurely pace and V 
routings provide an entirely different quality experience. And you can 
be sure lhai when we visit New York cay you will stay at a bold in 
mk&own Manhattan, where the big attractions, such as Fdtii Avenue, 

Rockefeller Centre, Central Park, Times Square, Grand Central 
Station and Radio City Musk; Hall are afl literally within strofflng 
(Usance. The difference Is the detail - never more evident than in 
the East, when we invite you to visit America^ ‘secret garden". 

EASTERN EXTRAVAGANZA 

15 days from £995* 
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ItaKXBo. Independence fired. 
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EASTERN PANORAMA 
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NEW ENGLAND HIGHLIGHTS 

10 days from £675* 
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discoveries. 
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18m century working 
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♦ Disaifer old Quebec 
Boston wfchacaytoor 
md ample free time to 
epfore. 

♦ Journey back in Ume to 
historic Deeddd and die 
tradtoonaf Satan Cross 
ton fora hayride. 

♦ Trawjfc rot^New 
En gj a n tfe wfate mountains 
and enriseaens lake 

Wimupesaikee. 

CHARM OF NEW ENGLAND 

10 days from £845* 

♦ Stroll throu^i die farming 
rotnmwniy of Shufarid^e, 
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traditional cosnime Is sdfl 
worn, food prepared the 
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Our Service Makes a World of Difference! 


BBAX FROM THE START WITH OUR UNIQUE 

ffiKW LOCAL DERWTURE SERVICE 
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Like Butlins for the intelligentsia 

A campus holiday for £7 a night, complete with airport lounge. By Simon Calder 


H ad the Trade Descriptions Act been in 
force in the early Sixties, the fledgling 
college might never had got away with 
its chosen name: that of on ancient castle 
town. Certainty the planners’ choice sounds more 
entidng than the two alternatives: it could have 
become the University of the West Midlands or 
-perhaps worse, but certainly absolutely accurate 
“ Cdventiy. Whether you want to enrol here as a 
student, or merely wish to visit the epitome of 
cam pus-academia- as- tourist- attraction, there is 
one thing you should know: Warwick University 
is nowhere near Warwick. 

Fifty years ago, when Coventry comprised 
more than a collection of post-war concrete 
bunkers, the AA Road Book described the elm- 
bordered highway between Kenilworth and 
Coventry as “the most beautiful road in Britain'*. 
When, 32 years ago, the first students rolled up 
in sensible Morris Minors and flashy Triumph Her- 
alds, they steered towards a muddy field on Gib- 
bet HOI Road, adjacent to this graceful avenue. 
Today, sightseers can trudge through a fresh coal- 
ing of mud - building began in 1964 and has car- 
ried on continuously ever since - and see where 
the white heat of technology met the redbrick 
idealism of the Sixties. 

At the original site you will find naiy a red brick; 
this material did not arrive at the university until 
the late Seventies. But at the very first corner of 
the glum, green -an d-grey concrete rectangle that 
made up the infant university, you happen upon 
a time capsule of higher education. 

Walnut-effect plywood chairs sit stiffly on a thin 
carpet that is defiantly plain, except where the 
threads have been bared. Teak veneer has attached 
itself to any plausible flat surface but is now peel- 
ing away, TTic biggest chronological giveaway, 
though, is the tape recorder. Like Marc Bolan and 
Mark Two Ford Cortinas. the Akai 4000 was big 
in the late Sixties. Now, forlornly, the last known 
survivor of the reel-to-reel age perches on an 
inevitably teak shelf, its performance long over- 
taken by digital technology. 

Considering most of it falls within the confines 
of the city of Coventry, much of Warwick Uni- 
versity is startlingly attractive. Since its foundation 
on farmland in an obscure comer just inside the 
city limits, the campus has oozed down a grace- 
fully wooded hillside to a mirrored brace of lakes. 
No trace remains of an arrow-straight concrete 
track that, for a couple of decades, lay across a 
plain meadow. In the Sixties, the literal way for- 
ward was the magnetically levitated train - and the 
edge of technology went cutting through War- 
wick's campus, courtesy of the engineering faculty. 

The Maglev idea moved elsewhere (and is cur- 
rently being installed, for real, between Berlin and 
Hamburg), lb replace the track, in 1991 the uni- 
versity created a matching pair of artificial lakes. 

This move does not represent an aesthetic vic- 
tory by the art department over engineering; it 
reflects the fact that university managements, these 
market-oriented days, are more concerned with 
what goes on during the vacation than in term 
time. Conference bookings provide the funds that 
have kept Warwick expanding, from 300 students 
in 1965 to 14,000 today. Holiday-makers are wel- 
come, too: this summer, a week of self-catering 
accommodation works out less than £7 per per- 
son per night. But you could find yourself shar- 
ing the campus with the Rugby Fbotball Union. 

Goodness knows .what these officials will make 
of the entrails of post-war Britain scattered across 
the campus. Rising like the mist from the gossip- 
ing geese at the lakeside, you bump into a scar- 
let metal sculpture that is pure Sixties. Like a third- 
year theatre studies student, the structure preens 
self-obsessrvefy above a spartan swathe of paving. 
The space between endless ranks of halls of res- 
idence was, no doubt, ideal for Sixties “be-ins” but 
is no use for the Nineties new, soccer-playing, men: 


have you ever tried to keep goal in an impromptu 
game of football when one of the posts is an avant- 
garde question mark in half-inch steel plate? 

The official motto of Warwick University is 
Mens agitai molem (roughly, mind influences 
matter), but a much better way to sum up the glor- 
ious collusion of architectural fads would be “It 
seemed like a good idea at the time*’. Stark Sev- 
enties, represented by the bare breeze block Union 
Building, mingles uncomfortably with Eighties 
extravagance and Nineties anonymity. The Sixties, 
meanwhile, are presently mulling the changes over 
a pint of M&B mild in the Airport Lounge. 

The wheal The Airport Lounge, a precise copy 
(it is alleged) of the departures hall at Birming- 
ham airport. When the first social buildings were 
planned in the late Sixties, airports (even small, 
regional ones such as Elradon, a dozen miles down 
the A45 ) were surfing the crests of stylistic super- 
iority. So a go-ahead university had to have, as its 
main bar, an airport departure lounge. 

Check in here for a journey through time, as 
defined by the bands that have played at Warwick. 
Upstairs in the examinations hall of the Rootes 
Building, Gary glittered while the Ruhcttes faded 
out. Across at the Westwood Site lie the origins 
of a legend that still circulates among university 
entertainments officers: at precisely the moment 
punk was conceived, the story goes, someone 
booked the Damned to support the Tremeloes. 
Silence was far from golden that nighL 

Some things never change, as witnessed by the 
poster in the library last week that pleaded 
“chromosome crisis: boys need girl/s for their 
Earlsdon house, £25 per week” (it was not clear 
who was to pay whom). And the wistful visitor 
these days may take comfort from the fact that the 
prevailing dog-end in the university ashtrays is still 
a grizzled end of roll-up. and that graffiti in the 
gents have not moved on: “How many Man [-age- 
ment] Sri [-encej graduates does it take to change 
a lightbulb? Two: one to mix the drinks, the other 
to phone the electrician.” 

As a holiday camp for normal people as well as 
students, Warwick is ideal. Tburists keen to keep 
costs down will also be relieved that the price of 
an industrial-sized pizza from Airfare, next to the 
Lounge, is just £4, since students (and approxi- 
mations thereto) need not pay VAT Similar subsi- 
dies apply to the spectacularly well-blessed arts 
colony at Warwick: the red-and-breeze -block Arts 
Centre recently won £3m of lottery cash to upgrade 
itself. This, you may conclude if tempted by that 
£7-a-night offer, is like Butlins for the intelligentsia. 

Thie, the seaside is a hundred miles in any direc- 
tion; the University Seaside Society flourished in 
the Seventies solely by offering cut-price trips to 
Skegness. But, so long as you don’t want to go to 
Warwick Castle, the surroundings comprise Britain 
at her most seductively picturesque. 

So the undergraduate at Warwick who is about 
to receive a weekend visitor from borne has a solu- 
tion to the problem that he or she inhabits a her- 
itage-free community. Fortunately, half the his- 
tory of England - together with her finest castle 
- lies just down the road. 

The road in question is the AA’s favourite, the 
A429. It leads to a grand castle. But this medieval 
masterpiece is Kenilworth, not Warwick. Students 
of English or histoiy will already be turning their 
back pages to find Sir Writer Scott’s account of 
Kenilworth as they stride past the Queen and Cas- 
tle (whose garden benches have, before now, been 
produced as evidence in unsuccessful prosecutions 
against skylarking Warwick students). 

Instead of Scott’s “gigantic porter ... appro- 
priately armed with a heavy club spiked with steer, 
a couple of polite English Heritage ladies guard 
the gates these days. But there is no mistaking 
England's finest castle. Last week, as the sun 
plunged into the mists that protected the water 
meadow, momentary blushes from the tired sand- 



Pure Sixties metal sculpture Is scattered across Warwick University’s campus photograph: andrew buurman 


stone whisper of centuries of intrigue. In medieval 
limes, all manner of grand plans were hatched at 
Kenilworth - nor the least of them, to build a 
strong and handsome castle at the heart of Eng- 
land. If ever ruins could be too perfect, these are: 
the roughest edges of the shattered towers have 
been smoothed tty time to a gaunt serenity. 

“The massive ruins of the castle,” wrote Scott, 
“only serve to show what their splendour once was; 
and to impress upon the musing visitor the trans- 
itory value of human possessions and the happi- 
ness of those who enjoy a humble lot in virtuous 
contentment" 

A humble lot in virtuous contentment: the life 
of a Warwick student For a moment there last 
week -gazing at the proud skeleton of Kenilworth 
Castle, its weary walls draping into limpid mead- 
ows while a troupe of ravens whisked around 
lonely turrets - 1 wished I had studied histoiy. 

Simon Calder graduated from Warwick in mathe- 
matics in 1978, and paid £2 to see the Damned sup- 
porting the Tremeloes in 1976. 

Campus connections 

The closest station to Warwick University is Coven- 
try. Buses 12, 12A, X10 and X12 run from here to 
the campus. If driving note that free parking is avail- 
able after 4pm and all day at weekends. 

To rent a holiday flat, call 01203 523936. A five- 
room flat costs £255 fora week a six-room flat £275. 
Accommodation is available from the first week in 
July to the third week in September. 

Wanvick is featured in the Radio 4 series “ The 
University”, broadcast on Thursdays at 9.30am. 

For more information on “ Shakespeare Country ", 
the organisation representing Kenilworth, Leam- 
ington, Stratford and Warwick, call 01926 404891. 


Students: write your way to Australia 


W hether you are 

floundering in the mud 
of Warwick or lazing on 
the lawns ai Cambridge, you 
could write your way to a more 
exotic university city. BT 
Chaigecard and the Independent 
have joined forces with Rough 
Guides and Campus Travel to 
concoct the best-ever student 
travel writing competition. 

To enter, you need not venture 
any further than your own 
munidpah’ty, because the task is 
to write a Rough Guide-style 
account, in no more than 500 
words, of the town or city where 
you study. Send these to the 
address below, and you are in the 
naming for one of five big prizes: 

5. Travel by Eurostar to Paris, 
and cross to the Sorbonne on 
the Left Bank (plus £750 
spending money). 

4 . Fly to Bologna, venue for 
one of the most ancient 
universities in Europe (phis 
£750 spending money). 

3. Take a trip to Harvard, just 
across the river from the New 
England city of Boston (plus 


£1,000 spending money). 

2. Winder over to the West 
Coast, and bowl up at 
Berkeley, on the San Francisco 
bay (plus £1,000 spending 
money). 

1. Surfer's Paradise may sound 
like an implausible place to 
graduate, but study’s up at 
Bond University on die 
Queensland coast of Australia 
(plus £1,500 spending money). 

For guidance on styling your 
story, BT has set up a special 
helpline which you can call - at 
local rates- to hear top tips 
from Rough Guide writers. Just 
dial 0345 345004; if you are 
using a payphone, then you 
will find it cheaper to make the 
call with a BT Chargecard 
than by using cash. Call the 
freephone number on 0800 
345144 to sign up - this is a 
freecalL 

Your account, which needs to 
be accurate and pithy, should be 
sent to: Write Your Vfey Around 
The World, Rough Guides, 1 
Mercer Street, London WC2H 
9QT to arrive by 1 March. The 


results wifi be announced just 
before Easter. Tfeo runners-up 
will each receive th zRougfr Guide 
to Britain. The winners may be 
commissioned to work on an 
assignment for Rough Guides, 
payable at the usual rates. 

Rules 

1. Only students currently 
registered at UK universities 
and colleges may apply. 

2. Neither employees of 
Newspaper Publishing, British 
Telecommunications pic, 

Campus Travel or Rough 
Guides, nor their relatives, may 
enter. 

3. Winners will be notified by 
post by 21 March. 

4. Travel arrangements will be 
made by Campus Travel, and 
will aim to match the winner’s 
preferred dates of travel. 

Please note, however, that 
certain dates may not be 
available due to heavy booking. 

5. The editor’s decision is final 
No correspondence will be 
entered into. 

6. Usual Newspaper Publishing 
pic rules apply. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 



Up to 18ft reach* 

PRUNER & SAW 

Outfit for shrubs and trees 
Just £2935 plus £250 p&p 

Using an effortless pulley action this robust top quality 
surgical steel pinner cuts cleanly through 1” branches 
Paring a superior bypass slicing action. Included in the kit 
is a perfectly angled MI length 15“ saw for cutting 
smoothly through thicker tougher branches. Both pruner 
and saw clamp securely to sandy aluminium poles, three 
4ft sections supplied, (use 4ft. 8ft or 12ft) giving maxi- 
mum height of 18ft line own height*). Packs away to 4ft 
for compact storage. Complete with hints cat successful 
pr uning , the kit offers exceptional value at £2955 phis 
£230 carriage. Optional extras include a fruit picker 
head at just £5.95 and a window cleaner at jnst £5 -95- 


HOW TO ORDER 

^01702 332922 

using your Credit Cart or FOR FAST 
OflDERS BY FAX sand your details 
' on 01702 332932. 
or comptete the cotton with crossed 

. cheque or postal orders to: 

THE INDEPENDENT PRUNER & SAW 
OFFER, 325 London Road, 
Vfatdfflna Sea, Essex SS07BX. 
O^wiiMXoUKmnWand pity. Pteaaa bMok 
days tar deSiniy. You may rakaityow 


TWB doas not afled jour sbiutoiy rifltits. 
No.t — 



Rum send tome — Puma* ® £28^ 

Phase said to mo — FruB PWort 6 £5JB 
Pisan und to me — Wrrtw Oaanwfe 0 C5J5 

The total vekjs of my order hearing ELM to p&p to: ___ 

1 endow a crossed cheque (with my Address on mwse) made payable to: 
NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING ING032 
Or pfaan debit my ACCESSMSA Card account with to sum ofc E 
My cant nunber is 


n 


Expiry Data 


My Name to (MrtMrefMs) 
Address 


Postcode' 
Sand To: 


'Signature 


TOE PRUNER A BAWOfFER 

325 London Hoad, WestcSf on Sea. Essex SS07BX 

i— ni^euaklnilljMdsiBUMnnaihrkMniSnB^aatBISMtdPtSUSNMGnCa^ 

1 l lm ax 


mmreltrNEWSPAPet PUBUSHN0 PIC 


MG032 


Trouble spots 

Advice for participants in 
the new Encounter 
Overland brochure (call 
0171-370 6845 ): 

“Most of the longer trips 
require flexibility, fitness 
and adaptability. Due to 
extreme conditions, 
dimates and the nomadic 
lifestyle, we consider our 
projects to be best suited to 
people between 18 and 45“ 

“We do not offer advice on 
personal equipment such 
as cameras and videos. 
Thke into account the 
conditions experienced on 
the projects. Your 
equipment will invariably 
be subjected to extreme 
conditions, and high-tech 
electronic equipment 
cannot be repaired cn 
route” 


“Encounter provides 
individual mosquito nets 
on all truck projects, but 
you should come supplied 
with good insect repellent 
and suitable clothing.” 

“Delays can happen in the 
course of a journey 
anywhere in the world. On 
Overland Adventures, 
Encounter forewarns all 
travellers not to make 
unchangeable plans for 
seven to 10 days after the 
end of the journey." 

“Occasional political 
conflicts, border closures 
or route diversions may 
result in the total closure 
of our intended route ... 
we may employ alternative 
transport suchas flights, 
shipping, extra vehicles ... 
possibly local services." 



Bargain of the week 

Birmingham or London 
to Delhi (right) in some 
comfort 

The Tupolev has 
toppled off the UK-to- 
DeLhi schedule, which 
means budget travellers 
can travel to the Indian 
capital with more comfort and confidence. 
Turkmenistan Airlines (0181-746 3080) has 
brought in a Boeing 757 to use on its flights to 
Delhi from Birmingham and London. The return 
fares are £320 and £335 respectively. 

True or false 

Admission to the Independent Traveller's World 
exhibition in London this weekend costs £5 

False - take along this copy of The Independent , or 
tomorrow’s Independent on Sunday and you get a dis- 
count of £1. Talks include “The Peruvian rainforest, a 
beginners guide" and “Trespassing in central Asia” 
The show takes place this weekend at the Royal Hor- 
ticultural Halls near Victoria, 9 L30am-6pm. Call 0117- 
908 3300 for more details. 


The answers 

... to our Christinas competition 

I wish it could be Christmas every 
day 

A spaceman came travelling 
Mistletoe and wine 
Meny Christmas eveiybody 
Santa Claus is coining to town 
Silent night 
Last Christmas 
Stop the cavalry 
1 was born on Christmas day 
Mary’s boy child 
Step into Christmas 
Walking in the air 
Wombling meny Christmas 
Lonely this Christmas 
I believe in Father Christmas 
Do they know it’s Christmas? 


Not the answers 
Altogether now (the Farm hit in 
1990 was spelt All Together Now 
25th December (this Eveiything Bui 
The Girl track was neither a Christ- 
mas hit nor spelt without the “th"). 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Special Interest Holidays 


TREK FOR CHARITY IN... 



I /MOROCCO " 1 

1 Ok j 

■ (Soros {daossata veriWita-itey HvlQ . 

lUZBSEKJSTAN A r 1 

l QC ! 


Lo 5 ! 


Reach your target to obtain: 
; HIEE* (tan flgtts and transfers 
Hlfag -Al accomo d ate sod maria 
haca * Pntosidna ouideo 
[Fm-rmtiBBmrMMur 
IWAUK0VBC2SM 



23 Aug “ 30 Aug • 

HEESuMs, 

accooTBottton, 
[meats and transport | 
ofyourbftn 
| fog dart? so. 1011 065 1 

, 01273 , 
16848401 


ACTIVE & ADVENTUROUS JOURNEYS 



ADVENTURES 

* 


Southeast - - 

Himalaya 

M SdmMMemdcabarbnduH 




EXPEDITIONS 


Wllttw y, W Urtl ri BA13 UN 


Cycling & .g&fo 
Walking Holiday 

Ldu«| tout* oirough boauUM 
Brads I MBukFGM Hart 
pcfeM luwb. BKydM praurtsd 
Luggage nrtqxvwd. 
Brochure Iron. : Bob Bicycle 
&WaBrin*T«wr»(lN) 

Tlrt Blue Ooas. Qrtsnn, lidSaw. 
Sta)pfitHre.SYB4HN Frt 

dSa 01568780 800 M 


WALK! HQ In Germany & Alsace, 
SaK-gukted, no groups. Bags 
■ramparted. 017B6 824515. 


TREKKING IN Gfll 
netting Hellas. Phis mountain 
Wring, palming, faffing. SUNVIL 
01 81 047 4748 AfTO ATOL80& 

BRITTANY- GoH, tsfuils, saJRng, 
priming, hone riding, rtnr ends- 
Ing. Ask for Hoflday ideas ki Brit- 
tany. 0181-4414060 ABTA V32B2. 


City Breaks 


AU REVOIR 
ANGLETERRE 

Welcome Paris, 1 night via Eurostar 
from £11 5pp. Extra nights from £26. 
For a break in most European cities 
call us on 

0181 741 4443 <r CITY. 

QuoaRriU 

Visit your travel agent 1 

or see Teletext page 229 


24 H R BROCHURE HOTLINE 01233 21160 


E m o s ta r Special Promotion. Paris 
an* 88 2* ESfl 3" Cl 19. Ihwoures 
0171 484 8282 ATOL 3703. 



■TTflE SECRETS 
OF EUROPE™ 



SmUEBROF 
EHK&EnMBWOFF 

Biooay«fJ^1n*fa*B28dte. 

" inch*B ft*. *nBfe*B, Brags, 

RaBae.DBSB.BostoiflrIllwYoiJL 

Fva tndn.nl 8T71tT7 7115 


Mtt BFTVE35 PHtreBfll 

w 2 breaks if*® rates betas 

2Htadi -NRfMiffil tatatas 

Sote^mooradjflm 

Mptnearij 


0345 33 66 22 

TIME OFF 


Holidays Afloat 



it 

[«yj iK 

Sorerar the food and aides of 
France fi* at tbe widen 
thetas of booths boiUaft. 
Craft to MKS tm omx'btfsb 
Standards, forj*mr 17 
brockon - Quote K42IJ. 
FSEEPBOMB 0800 520 520. 


PRIVATE CRUISE aboard list. BR 
crowed motor yacht Sips 6. 
WateroMlng (BUI year) 01 B1 346 
8515. 

SOREN LARSEN lkflshlp sriHng In 
lha Padffc. Voyages 6 la 18 days 
(ram £448. Explore Worldwide 
AJTO/ ATOL. 2S9S. 01252 844161. 


Eastern Europe 


euR<*>Lines 

Budapest 

Bratislava 

Vienna 



POLAND 




10 Day 
HoHday 
with Half 
Board 
To Zak opana In the 
Beautiful Tatra Mcxortain* 


New Millennium Holidays 
Brochure: 0 121 71 1 3381 


CZECH REP, HUNGARY; Poland, 
The Brtta States, Stovakla. Roma- 
nia and Vienna. Wtdo choice of 
n aiBMo n el quality hot els. itaxMe 
durarion short [n ii h\ muAEcontm 
hcHaysAII ki our *97 brochure. 
Infra Travel 0171 323 3305 ATOL 
2392 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA. Alpine vfllage In 
b eautiful High Trim mountains. 
Forests, lakes, awl m pool, umnta. 
S/C flat elpa 4/8. TeL (0131) 557 
0252. 

PRA GUE. BUDAPEST Hotels, apt* 
& more bom the Eastern Euro- 
pean epodalWe. Brldgeweler 
M ABTA vrzre BrOCtv 0121 
550 5581 

PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST and 
Slovakia. Central pensions, hotels 
5 apts. Crashers (01708) 623888. 

CTTV BREAKS : Prague, Budapest 
Cracow. Hotel bn E15 pp-Nrrw 
ideas! Tty a Pofish castle toot rent 
a chsla t m Behe W anatres Moun- 
tains or Lake Bled ki Slovenia. 
Auto Plan 01543 257777 


Cruises 


The book of 
classic cruising 


FreiOken Cruises !997 



Sail from England aboard 

classic liners fn elegance 

and style. Join us on our 
Journeys Id antic 
destinations around the 
worid from Around Africa 
to the Aegean, from 
New England to ttiB 
Norwegian forts, from the 
Canaries to the CarWrean, 


Read our 92 page braeftm rat 
and dfecowf why Rod Oban 
Quae lines are Masters ol the 
ttssic arise. 




Fred- Olsen 

CRUISE LINES 


Telephone 0990 77 22 99 now 

Freti.OteenCrriseUneaPOB(a170fishforiT7t24(EX 


[Address. 



OVERLAND 
ADVENTURES 
Asia, Africa 
& the America* 

is 37 mate 
* Crtfl*) nr 
■e- H«til triyt 

a 01728 

“ 841133 

Dragoman 

1 Camp Green, Debenham. 
IP14 6LA 



Special Interest Holidays 



Special Interest Holidays 


Mountain 

PLACES Travel Worldwide 


P i •: A K S • TR E K 5 ♦ X ORDiC SKII X G 


Call now for our colour brochure 

0114 275 7500 m 



footsteps • 

Follow our footsteps * 

and join our small fnemflyl 

groups walking through V 
beautiful undiscovered L 
areas of Italy. £745 II 

Tet 0171 917 2966 • 

I 


nkngnag«rioatnzy]uflldqaMmmaie 

• Cultural Tours • Nature Tbura 

• Easy races • WMenwss Safaris 

• aafor Treks • ammo 

■ River Journeys • iai>Mp voyages 

In offbeat Europe, Greece, Turkey, Egypt, 

Middle East, Morocco, Mali, East & South 
Africa, China, Japan, Southeast Asia, Thailand, 
USA, Canada, Latin America, Australia. 

New Zealand & Pacific. 

Over 170 unique adventures. Rom 8 days to 6 weeks, 
prices from £339 to £3945. 

CiW for colour brodwe 
« 01252 344161 (240*9 

klW/W — akrac—k 

Explore Worldwide GN, 

Aldershot, BUD. 1 LQ 

FuOy Bonded A/TO /ATOL No. 2595 



IF YOU WORK IN 
AN OFFICE/ 
UNDERSTANDING 
MONKEY POLITICS 
WILL BE A DODDLE 


O: 
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The specialists in fravd to 

BRAZIL 


pSn*j ?; 

VMM 


£<'YPT 
JORDAN 
H'RKEV 1 

Vf MIA 

TR\N 

ianzania 
KENYA 
-,'AMfULT 
UOTMY.-YN'A 
SC'ffH .XJFKI*. A 
I INDIA 
I Nl T AI 
SRI I ANK-Y 
i. HINA 
THAILAND 
UI.TNAM.TTCA- 
M1ANMAK 
'.{ALATSLA 

BOltVtO 
St MAI RA 
I AV Ali UI 
( S Vf AN.ADY 
MFMCO 

NOM A RICA 

c Ol II MB LA 

\T.\> Z1 CL A 

HAIR 

DOMINICAN HEP 
Lf L'.ADOK 
PLKl 

AKC.LNDNA 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 

•^P^Tf^estHSida^ 


TR/VELB^ 


Join a 
small group 
holiday off the 
beaten track... 

,. nill . fri . c orkh vide brotii.ire dll 

k 01420 541007 


iniiwi m mi Mne-iePBeBl 


Travclbafl Adventures (DIN). 
IM 15 Turk St. Alton, 

k ' Hjo< s - GL’34 tAG 


SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 


0 ! 36 S 3(1 600 


EVERVONEM COT A CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE 

R ■ d C !>.:>• I c -. N.-.. ?:’3I 7 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 
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FULLY BONDED ATOL 11BS 



This 

Valentine's 

L day, 
her 

to Flowers, 



and 



e u r o s tar 




On Valentine's Day, give flowers to show her you're 
romantic. Chocolates to show that you'll indulge 
her. And take her to Brussels to show 
her that you're different. From only £59* return. 


0345 303030 

or see an appointed travel agent or railway station 


Okavango 
JOURS &. SAFARIS 


ijjTmply the beat lor 
tailored holidays in: 
BOTS'.VANA 
ZV> 25 LA & 3 i:ALAlVZ 
*MGZAK3SfVS 
N.UXICZA & 
ZSAZEAB 17 Z 
SCi-TlI AFFJCA 
TANZ.GMA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

See ear wrOslic: 
hurtrtrwjkmaftKMii 
g~3M Gsdd House. /ffi) 
kS Arcadia Avenue, 

. , .^STI London M3 2TJ -i, 
2 u£XAN 0ER TecMQUB course and 
holiday with Jonathan Snail on 
Lafkada. Change and unwind man 
the normal constrain la of BIB. 
BrecfL TW 01500 765000 ATTO. 
, ABTA ATOL 

PAIMTTNG HOLIDAYS- Spring flow- 
ais on tho ever braphlng Graok 
island of Lufkada with Leteastar 
arttot Tad Wslkar. Broch. Tal. 
01 S80 765000. Aim ABTA. ATOL 


PWOThRS. 

. with Lataortw 
Tho iasi wkg*n area o» 

iatfcada.-PtiracthMartkm.woch- 
Tal. 015B0 785000- AITO ABTA 
ATOL 

BYZANTINE art In N/WGreaca-IS 
day Bur TtadWonal Ore^« eoDun 
Lhai unltwwflgten. 
and SawIr-VWre . Broch. W 
01580 765000. AITO. ABTA ATOL 
VIETNAM. BURMA, INDONESIA, 
Lao®. Cambodia. Thaila nd I t 
Malayska. UNIQUE ESCORTED 
GROUPS IMor-Mado hpUdare. 
Far triamfly, expart sorvLco ^fl 
Asian Joumays 01804 2348S5 
TTAT7Z74 

WINETRAILS Gourmrt W in- fc 
waDdna hafldays. Short break-, 
srted and groups n rlaBcr mada 

tours woridwtrieJnc Prantra Spate 

Italy Bukpirta Chllo SAMca 
Madeira Cyprus NZ Austrafla. 
01308 712111 

WHITEWATER rafting with ADRIFT. 
Tha experts running wflkJ rtwr 
adventures. New 1087 colour 
brochure. 01 81 874 4969. ATOL 
3558. 

CYCLING & WALKING in uraflacow 
erad Europe. Great food, frtamfly 
hotels, bags moved. Headwater 
(01806) 40522. ATOL 2412 AITO. 


TRIPS 

iverUvUc 

CALL THE 
EXPERTS FOR 

Mexico, Central America 
and THE 

Alternative Caribbean 



0117 987-2626 yt 


Awesome 

THE ADVENTURE of a ir rerime, this 
Spring, through Israel and Jordan. 

iHE CHALLENGE, and satisfaction, or 
raising money for Oxfom's work. 

Phone 01865 312456 NOW 
for more details. 


I Odom (Jnikid Kingdom end Irxbncf 

| i* o raenbw of Cbdam kiltreakond 

drain, tfcaaftiB UNiTOiaNBoaauJSaSJS 



’IflnlrT &iyt midweek roam. Thwd Uir.-Than, auuf mdadf SaL night Jtraj. Non -exchangeable - Non-refnadMc. 
Subject to JvmUtnlitf. IjUJ until 26 Monk 1997. Coflf charged at local rate. AU coltt an monitored for quality. 


Explore the wide world at an 
easy pace on a Real holiday” 

Ramblers' escorted walking, exploring and sightseeing holidays cover the 
world. Physical^? refredung, mentally rewarding and great fun too; 
wonderful for lovers of lulls, mountains, and great ancient cities. Small 
parties, nice hotels, air and coach departures. Ail Malays graded. 
Brochure on request, tins winter's with 80 + different Imfadays in dotting 
cross-country siding. Main 1997 with over 140 Midiy* all over the wodrL 
Walk, trek, explore, sightsee, cross-country ski -you'll love tL 
Free 1997 brectnires 

Tel: 01707 331133 Fax: 01707 333276 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS 

Box 43, Welwyn Garden AL8 6PQ 

L &nail:Ramhnl» Si dial plpm. com 






Pasts 


Wafldng holldavs 
tor 20s/mld 30s 

escwled bfamfly ponies 
npkinnK 5: dghtseeing ki 
Europe, Morocco, Canada & 
South Africa far the twenties to 
md thinks age muse. Seal 
hotahy" graded kora laithteering 
to lough mountain walkn. Tbcrbl- J 
dam hotels, nurohr KheduL-d 

QighLi. At 0*sfc> we II nsQy ghx 
you a bus - Brcchrec&ec 

OASIS HOUDAYS 

TVt 01T07 375988 fkc 33X278 

Bm 43, tMwm Canka 4U CFQ 



Skiing Holidays 


French Skiing at its best 


r. a 

travel and accommodation at araazmg prices 

«_ w r ,, uul DODiy Sant 

■™P" g Brachwfe 0171-584 7828 ao. Hanks 
i25iM25teaRese^aliopsg171-58428<1^lH»-32g6ta 



fUOI kAY 

Vt DEW 

ItMilrtir. 11ICHT’. f!OM 
».*-«CH(-.Tfr, i ITAHTTtD 
K-BVID JtKHfl r- 3« 
tu. .-'t-'o?. yt tiitorr, 
Vj C'JlL'ilSC 

avew n*s;i>4 
SKYLINH PRESENTS 
r |SCANDI!UAVI A 
^ one 775 2750 


avimj^h 



RiimHH 

■NCLUOe LLKLRrCOtCH 
■rm®.*BS«RESora; 
I mwrwg ftbaAwuuml 

smd 


7244 


CANADA. TNkifinada holidays to 
tha beat resorts In tha Rockies. 
GM Safari 0t7l 262 5089. AteL 

BEUEPLAfiNE Private apartmenL 
sips s. colour TV, ed] pfeds. A« 
Jan-Aprt Inc Eastec E200-350pw. 
Td 01 277 214*46 


Skiing Holidays 


COURCHEVEL 

firVALD’BERE 

Reduced Price* • CiJtotd Qulcb 

Febl from £325* 

[J FINLAYS Mi 

5? 01835 830562 i“ 


% 


me 


Answers 


THE LATE 
AVAILABILITY 
SPECIALISTS 


mfOHTHBUtrarpncBCALL 

10181 871 4656 


LATE OFFERS catered chalets ki 
France. Austria. Swftz S Canute. 
SW Total 0181 9486922 ABTA 
ATOL 

SKI GOURMET Eackskre chalets In 
Merlbel 8 Austria. Fine food 5 
wine, no crowds, a cco mp an ied 
siding, from £495/wk. WknetraHs 
01 M0 712111 


Ski Tracer 


Save time & money, cd us for 

• Best deals on the market 
"ItaaormadehoOdays 

• WeefcendSummer Sting 

ATOLKOe 


01716033138 


&in Hcogang 

SAALBACH 

8 WMTERGIBWM. AU5TWA 


paSncKwr 

LUXCHDUISre 

Er£325J 


teK;?. Traefa, 7 * H»-^ 

MinM 



m a m 


Simply ski - Ouelhy chalet* te 
Eirope's ap resorts: Courchevel. 
Merlbel. La Plagne. VsrWer, Val 
disera. Ptaoea ad 0181 742 2541 
AHTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 AITO 


Switzerland 


SUPERB summer apanmants 8 
hotels. Lakes 8 Mountains 01329 
B4440S AJTO/ ATOL 
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Russia 


INDIVIDUAL 
nureuEK 

Spain: 

Traditional 
farm ho uses, cottascx, 
apartmente and 
village houses in 
connirvsldc Spain 
and Portugal. 
Many srith pool. 

FBEE COLO tm BBOCHUHE 

DNG (0990) 143688 

QUOTE 8EF E5O0O 

Or wrlir io: 

Isdlrldsal Trevdlrre Spain, 
Drpl. ES06 O. Bi-dot, 
Pulborouitk, W. 5i 
RlIZO 1QD. 

Aim non idio 
mm 


» t 



PUERTO DE UAZARRON, SouBiam 
Spain. VOss & spartmenta. some 
with pools. Sandy beaches. 
Phone lor breehure. Mozaron VH- 
In. 01487 710337 

EXCUiSIVE VMas In Moreka, Javea 
and Ca^w colour brochure Jamae 
VM Hafldays 01732 840848 ATOL 
2730. 

ANDALUCIA Extremadura. Castrtle 
La Mancha, Distinctive 6 excep. 
llonal coaitry praperitoa with pri- 
uate pooh In aalenaire grounds te 
wondsdul rural locadons. Rios 
Travel 01403 259788 (24 hra) 
ABTA ATOL 1452 ATTO. 

ANDALUCIA 3 cottages In sunny 
MUsWa ettve grcnre.inam, Poof, 
mod CM*. Til 01584 782321. 

CASAS CAKTABRICAS 1997 
brochure tti eottage holidays In 
beauteuL unspoUi regions of N 
Spate 6 Portugal 01223 328721 
ATTO. 

GRANADA, renovated houses ip 

Charming vWage w to moimiains, 

•00. sMng, & Alhambra. Fr 

EHBpw. (0181) 7420207. 


Unspoilt Catalonia 

SPAIN 

QuaKlyVahs ^ 
Apts. & Holds. 

mSEBSSB, 


THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
T OUH OPERATORS 


VINTAGE SPAIN. Country twrom 1 
with popi* in IM Spoil! anus of 
Catalunya, Andabda & Mallorca. 
01954 281431 AITO ATOL 2787 


Turkey 



Daamr a dehsktftUy ifTfrtrt 
Tnkcy, iwtry him Ac na ma n am . 
dMi ran anigaa ruge of null 
campet. max wtm pnoh art 
fhmdly bMrii. Him ear IlniMc 
nvraderoif 1 poputK apeeLal 
ntenst JwJkhyv palrf ertaewy »d 
biortwl City breaks 

0181 995 9323 
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The ultimate package tour 

The Pillman family visits the Museum of Advertising and Packaging in Gloucester 


I n an age of superstores, self-scanning check- 
outs, convenience meals and throw away car- 
tons, who has time for packaging? Thank 
goodness Robert Opie had the foresight to 
hoard such trivia as yoghurt pots and custard ting 
from an early age. A mere 10 per cent of his col- 
lection, rumoured to consist of 300,000 items, is 
on show in the Museum of Advertising and Pack- 
aging in the lively area of Gloucester Docks. 

Colourful, intriguing, entertaining and nostal- 
gic, this museum feels like home. Windows are 
crammed with soups, biscuits, sweets, toothpaste, 
tea, coffee, jams, cereals, drinks, cleaning products. 

The collection effectively traces the history of 
shopping, and what this says about us. As the cen- 
tury progresses so graphic design and pack tech- 
nology, marketing and advertising develop, stim- 
ulated by increasing competition and consumer 
expectation. The museum lays bare the history of 
our domestic lives and is also a cheerful celebra- 
tion of logos and slogans. 

The visitors 

Briony Pillman, a graphic artist and proprietor of 
Cherry Tree Designs, took her daughters, Katie, 
1 1, and Harriet, nine. They were accompanied by 
their grandmother, Avril Lethbridge, a writer and 
producer. 

Harriet: This was a really brilliant way of learn- 
ing. It was more fun coming with Mummy and 
Granny. They could tell us what they remembered 
and how things had changed, and they noticed 
change just as much as us. J remember the 
yoghurt pots with feet from when 1 was small. 

I liked the special biscuit tins in the shape of 
trains, boats and books. 1 liked looking at all the 
different designs and packets, but I also liked see- 
ing the old machines, like the ugly old fridge and 
the mangle like the one ar Katie’s school. I would 
like to have a cash register like the ones here. 

Katie: I really enjoyed myself. We’ve been doing 
packaging at school this term, so it was interest- 
ing to see so much. I preferred the earlier posters 
and packets which were prettier, very detailed and 
less colourfuL Modem packaging may not look as 
pretty as this, but it's brighter, fresher, more 
hygienic and more appetising. 

I discovered Granny was bom the same year 
as the Mars bar. It was good to have her with us ' 
because she remembered so much and could 
answer our questions, particularly about the war 
years. She told us that powdered egg tasted dis- 
gusting; she explained some of the posters to us. 



A smat, nostalgic selection of the runotved 300,000 items Robert Opie has had the forestall to collect 


JOHN LAWRENCE 


like the ones saying ‘Talk to a friend, you may 
be talking to the enemy'’. She had even worn a 
gas mask. I can’t believe she really lived through 
the war. 

I loved the chocolate boxes. Some were really 
decorative and beautiful; made of wood or hard 
cardboard, they were covered in velvet in deep 


colours and decorated with elaborate metal han- the way it was shown in decades at the be ginnin g, 
dies and clasps. If I had been given one I would so you could get a feel for the time, the way peo- 
have wanted to keep it for ever. pie lived and thought: from the elegant Victorian 

era to the bleak war years to the first pre-prepared 
Briony: The museum had a very nice atmosphere, meals of the Sixties and the gradual development 
It is brilliant for children and adults. It gave all of of skin and hair care products, into the Nineties, 
us a feel for history as well as art and design. I liked It was fun to follow certain products through, like 


the small packet of soap suds which was even- 
tually replaced by the giant-sized Persil we 
know today. 

It was intriguing to see just how important the 
initial image is - and was. Such things as the 
shape of the Bovrfl jar, the logo for Oxo. Heinz, 
Libby's. All these reinforce the image that sells 
the product, and they could never change. The 
design and use of materials have changed, 
though, as well as our taste. Some of the old 
packaging ideas are even being reintroduced, 
like the Smiths crisps with the little blue packet 
of salt. 

Avril: I had a lovely time. Everything brought back 
so many extraordinary memories, like those little 
Canoes liver pills, and the Coty powder that I had 
always given my nanny for Christmas. 

This is an absorbing way to learn soda! history. 
I found all these old tins, packets, bottles and 
posters most appealing - it’s just like playing 
shops. Harrier was veiy taken by the old cash reg- 
isters and household equipment scattered around, 
from mangles to Hoovers. 1 liked seeing what 
appealed to the children. Their violent reaction 
to the cumbersome Fifties' fridge was fascinating; 
they are so used to the streamlined equipment we 
have now. 

I wouldn't have noticed nearly so much if they 
hadn't pointed things out to me. Their fascination 
in what I'd experienced was lovely, if a bit alarm- 
ing at times. They probably felt Granny is older 
than God. 

The deal 

The Robert Opie Collection is at the Museum of 
Advertising and Packaging, The Albert Warehouse, 
Gloucester Docks, Gloucester GLi 2EH (0I4S2 
302309). 

Access: Parking is possible in the Docks and there 
are other short-stay car parks in the area. Disabled 
access to the museum. 

Opening times: Tues-Sun, lOam-Spm in winter 
months. Eveiy day from March-Sept. Closed 
Christmas and Boxing Day. 

Admis sion: Adults £2.95, children 95p, OAPs and 
students £L95, family £6.95. 

Food: A small museum cafifi serves drinks, crisps 
and biscuits. 

Shop: There is a small shop selling books, post- 
cards, posters, and a few toys and gifts. 

TbOets: The nearest are in the Merchants Quay 
shopping centre (2 minutes’ walk). 

Catherine Stebbings 


‘Are we nearly there?’ - a circus roundup for children 



Athens.-,. from £147 

Bombay from £363 

Dublin...... from £59 


Orlando .'.from £186 

San Francisco ...from £265 
Sydney. from £464 


johanncsbuig....rro<n£364 Toronto. from £189 

New York. from £174 Round-World... .from £684 

lPnacutafclami|nulDc«niiKl>i« Fncca ufcjcn ip dunce. I 

For all your flight requirements plus: 

• Car hire • Airport hotels. • Airport parking » Insurance 
Call 


0990 014101 


- 0 ^ Co-op Tr<j\ 'cr > 

• \ pi k j 7 t \| 


Read] igena far ATOf. balden. No anJit an! KurtUKE- 


r 



Itv 


kfT 

b 

■ >]| 

1 Lvl fi 


^ 7V> 




LONDON MANCHESTER GLASGOW 

538 8500 016! 834 0230 0141 204 5809 


r Om 4£*L J*m£a Mac. 2/9jUatst WcB. £ccd*£l4 9P2X 


fSr" HAVEL LIMITED 


.4 




T hese days children can run 
away to the circus - to learn 
clowning skills. Below are 
some of the best centres. 

Circus Space, Coronet Street, 
Hackney, London N16 (0171- 
613 4141) 

One of the best known circus 
schools, teaching children to do a 
perfect back flip, swing upside- 
down on a trapeze, and keep eight 
balls in the air while walking on 
stilts. There’s the added bonus of 
drama lessons. Mon (7-9 years). 


c >. V 3 


Tue (10-12 years), Thu (12 years 
and over) 430pm -630pm, all £5. 

Circomedia, Kingswood 
Foundation, Britannia Road, 
Kingswood, Bristol (0117 
947 7042) 

Jackie Williams used to work as a 
trapeze artist for Cirque du 
Solefl, and offers highly 
professional training. “We use top 
quality equipment and encourage 
children to decide what they want 
to specialise in,” she says, “so 
they can work towards compiling 


their own CVs.” Children can 
learn trapeze, tight wire, 
unicycling, acrobatics, stilt- 
walking and mini-trampoline. Sat 
(10.30am-lpm), Sun lpm-7pm, 
Wed (trapeze, 6pm-7pm). 10 
years and over. Annual 
membership £15 (inc personal 
accident insurance). Lessons cost 
£65 per 10-week terra, plus £20 
blanket cost for extra classes. 
Ulster sessions, £6. 

Skylight Circus Arts, Broadwater 
Centre, Smith Street, Rochdale, 


Lancashire (01706 506 76) 
Combines traditional downing 
with activities such as physical 
theatre, dance and puppetry. 
Regular big top community 
shows: the next, in April, features 
huge carnival costumes, slide 
projections, trapeze displays, 
stilts. Classes on Wed 4pm- 
530pm £1, trapeze sessions Thu 
4pm-5pm,£l- 

Greentop Community Circus 
Centre, Holywell Road, Sheffield, 
Yorkshire (0114281 8350) 


Manipulation, equilibristics and 
acrobalance are among the arts 
that are taught at this centre - in" 
other words, plate-spinning; • 
globe-walking and handstands. A 
new 10-week term begins in 
March. Classes are on Wed 
430pm-630pm (5-16 years). £2 
members, £3 non-members. 

For your nearest centre, call the 
National Association of Youth 
Circus (01132876080). 

Liese Spencer 



April 1997 will see the launching of 
the BIS Amadeus, one of the finest river 
vessels ever to be built for the rivers 
of central Europe. Join us on her 
ten night maiden cruise from 
Cologne to P&ssau on a journey 
which will take us along the 
Rhine, the Main and the Danube. 


From Durham 
to Durban . . . 


... Wherever your hoBdajr takes you, Saga takas 
care of aB the details, so you can have the time of 
your Ue. 

Service, quafity and unbeatable value are just 
some of the hallmarks. Set whether it& a hoed 
stay, coach tour or cruise, our friendly staff, 
carefully chosen accommodation and weB-pfaimed 
itineraries ensure you enjoy a wetf-eamed break. 

45 years of Bsterdng to comments and s uggest ions 
has taught us Just what oir hofidaymakers expect. 
Thart why so many people book with us again 
and again! 

If you are aged 50 or over, call our 24-hour 
brochure request line now. 



FREE 


0800 300 456 e» 1553 



For the Time of your Life 


Please return to: Saga HoGdays Ltd, FREEPOST (NT2710), 
Peterlee X, Co. Durham SR8 2HU. You do oar need a stamp. 
Please send me the following brochures: 

United Kingdom Worldwide 

Hotel Stays □ USA/Canada 

University 8c College Centres D Faraway Places: 

Coach Holidays: [Africa, Asia, 

Touts □ Single Centre CD Australasia. Tar East) 
Europe the Mediterranean Cr uis e s Ocean D River 

Hotel Stays D Coach Toms O Exclusively id Saga 
Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms) ■■ — ■ 


Postcode. —Tel No. 

Dare of Birth (Mr) Date of Birth (Mrs/MsJ _/_/19 

Sip pNinfaonitnalMafKmeM (amidol by ether 5*p 

C CTB Ptan x >nd mf omappa lorixst cempametPO embfc dim Co rip SO. 


DAY 1 London (Bealhrow)- Cologne with 
British Airways. Brief city exclusion including 
the impressive Cathedral, fallowed by lunch and 
afternoon embarkation on the MS Amadeus. Sail 
along the Rhine and turn into the Moselle Rivet: 

DAY 2 Cochem Arrive before breakfast in this 
marvellously picturesque river town, surrounded 
by rising terraces of vineyards. The I own is 
dominated by a hilltop castle, the Reiduburg, 
built in 1029. 

DAY 3 Rndcsheim Sailing back to the Rhine, 
we will visit the ancient town of Rudesheim, 
situated in the heart of the Rheingau, the centre 
of Germany's win* growing area. 

DAY 4 Frankfurt -AschafTmburg Spend 
the morning in Frankfurt, the site of the first 
German parliament, the birthplace of Coeihe 
and one of the joint capitals of Charlemagne's 
empire. Leaving the Rhine we wOl enter the 
River Main and sail to Aschaffenburg for an 
overnight mooring. 

DAY 5 Aachaffc □ burg -Mil tenberg- 
Marklheidenfeld Sail at dawn to MUlenberg, 
a picturesque Bavarian village. Join a guided 
walking tour past delightful medieval and 
Renaissance homes, the. imposing Gothic 
Merchant's Hall and ihe Market Square. 
Afternoon sailing to Marktheidenfeid, a tiny 
Franconian hamlet for an overnight mooring. 


DAY 6 Mark theidenfeld -Wurzburg Morning 
on the rivet, reaching the gran city of Wurzburg 
at lunch time. Here in the heart of the Franconian 
wine region we will explore the medieval. 
Baroque and Rococo architectural treasures. 

DAY 7 Wurzborg-Kitzuigen -YWkaeh - 
Hassfurt After breakfast there will be an 
opportunity to join a morning excursion at 
Kiiangm along the ‘‘Romantic Road* to 
Rothenbuxg, thought by many In be Europe's 
not perfect medieval (own. In the afternoon 
sail through the enchanting scenery to 
Hassfurt for an overnight mooring. 

DAY’ 8 Hassfurt- Bamberg- Nuremberg 
Arrive in Bamberg after bwak&rt. See the 
magnificent cathedral and explore this medieval 
gem with its Renaissance palaces and Baroqne 
houses. Sail during the afternoon to the great 
city of Nuremburg for an overnight mooring. 

DAY 9 Nununberg-HUpostein •Regensburg 
Today, either cruise to Regensburg or lake a 
city tour of Nuremburg which will inrlude the 
13th century city wall complete with moats, 
watch towers and gates, some of the fabulous 


Gothic churches and the medieval market. 
Moor overnight in Regensburg and enjoy a walk 
around oue of the best preserved medieval 
towns in Europe. 

DAY 10 Regensburg- F^ssau Slay fn 
Regensburg until the mid-afternoon. Sail 
through the night to fassau. 

DAY U Roman -London (Heathrow) Drive to 
Munich for British Airways return Right. 

PRICES PER PERSON . 

Prices range from £1095 to £1395 for a iwo-. ■ 
bedded cabin on the Haydn Deck. £1650 ontbr 
Strauss Deck and £1870 on the Mosul Deck. ■■ • 
Single cabins are available from £1995 on the 
Haydn Deck. 

Pricrs rabjrd lo swriuagt. fbrt, subjra lo ch a nge. 
Price includes: Economy rlaw air travel, 10 nights 
aboard ihe MS Amadeus cm frill board, special 
events on board, transfers, port taxes. Uk departure 
tax, services of Cnnae Director _ 

Not included: Travel insurance, ear undone, airport 
taxes, tips to crcvc 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Please telephone 0)71-409 0376 (7 days a week) 


fIQBLf CfUfDONlfl LiniTtD^ 


II CHAH£S STREET, MAYTAR. LONDON WIXBtE 
TELEPHONE 0(71-409 OXB FACSIMILE OI7M090834 
24HOU8BROCWB£ANS'NEI!PHOfrtt017M51U424 
ATOL 3108 ABTAV32K 
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I find it difficult to 
imagine Britain 
covered by ice 
1,000ft thick. But that is 
what one had to bear in 
mind to get the best out 
of a remarkable 
meeting on Wednesday 
in Delamere Forest, a 
few miles from Chester. 

When the glaciers 
retreated northwards at 
the end of the last ice 
age, colossal lumps 
broke off them and 
forced down the sub- 
strata into hollows now 
known as kettle-holes. 
Delamere contains 
several, and this week 
attention was focused 
on the largest, 
Blakemere Moss, 
nearly a mile long and 
up to half a mile wide. 

Final settlement of 
the earth’s surface left 
this oblong hollow 
without any exit for the 
water that trickled in 
off surrounding land. 
The result was a peat 
bog, and for hundreds 
of years man struggled 
to drain it so that it 
would grow trees. 

Local legend has it 
that in about. 1815, 
prisoners from the 
Napoleonic wars were 
set to dig drainage 
ditches and, in 
particular, one exit 
channel. Foresters then 
planted the moss with 
oak, and, when this 
failed, with Scots pine. 
In the Twenties the area 
was taken over by the 
Forestry Commission, 
which in the Forties 
tried yet again with a 
mixture of pine and 
western hemlock. 

This, too, grew 
poorly, and over the 
years fortunes were 
spent on keeping the 
ditches open. Then in 


The ditches were coated with 
ice. Between them the peat 
quaked beneath our feet. I 
felt I had stumbled into 
Conan Doyle’s lost world 


1992 the commission 
took a momentous 
decision: to scrap the 
scruffy trees and see if 
it could return the area ' 
to bog, or even create a 
lake. As one senior 
officer remarked, “For 
people whose lives are 
dedicated to growing 
trees, it was such a 
conceptual leap that for 
a long rime nobody 
could face it” 

The commission 
established that there 
would be no local 
opposition to the idea, 
and last June a 
harvester machine went 
to work; 16 weeks later, 
4,500 tons of timber 
had been cleared, 
leaving a sea of lop and 
top. A contractor was 
called in to pile it Into 
heaps, which will be 
burnt as soon as they 
are dry enough. 

Having created a 
spectacular opening in 
the forest, the 
commission now has to 
decide what to do with 
it. A concrete sluice has 
been built on the one 
exit drain, and it will be 
possible to raise the 
water level by simply 
putting in boards across 
the 5ft opening. But 
should the entire area 
be flooded? What will 
happen, in biological 
and hydrological terms, 
if 100 acres go under 
water? 

Hence Wednesday's 
meeting, at which a 
dozen scientists were 
invited to give their 
views. A visit to the site 
made a profound 
impression. Suddenly, 
in the middle of the 
forest, we came on this 
vast open area, dotted 
with hundreds of 
brushwood heaps, and 


surrounded by a curving 
fringe of Scots pines, 
which, standing on 
higher, sandy ground, 
have grown tall and 
straight.- ‘ 

The Napoleonic 
drainage ditches were 
coated with ice. 

Between them the peat 
quaked beneath our 
feet. Maybe it was 
because 1 had bought a 
postcard of a 
pterodactyl in the 
visitor centre, but I felt 
1 had stumbled into 
Conan Doyle’s lost 
world. When a peat 
specialist rammed his 
sampling tube straight 
down, and came up with 
a dark brown core a 
metre long, it was eerie 
to think that the earth- 
like substance at the 
bottom had not seen 
the light of day for at 
least 5,000 years. 

The scientists made 
numerous suggestions. 
One was that the ■ 
incoming water be 
analysed to find out 
what plants a bog might 
support; another, that 
pits should be dug 
before flooding starts, 
so the moss will 
eventually encompass 
several ponds. 

One major worry is 
that millions of dead 
hemlock leaves may 
poison the outflow; 
another possibility is 
that the water may not 
rise high enough to 
prevent the birch, a 
notorious survivor, from 
regenerating. Two 
things are certain: that 
Blakemere Moss will 
become a valuable new 
wetland; and that 
specialists will follow 
with the utmost 
fascination the steps 
taken to create it. 


Northern 
exposu re 

The muddy delights of a Scottish 
working break. By Peter Conchie 


S hovelling mud from a waterlogged 

ditch on a rainy October morning in 
Glencoe may not sound like every- 
one’s flask of tea. But as a refreshing, 
cheap, life-enhancing escape from a sed- 
entary city existence, a National Trust For 
Scotland working holiday is one of those, 
experiences that everyone should tty at 
least once. 

As the NTFS has more than 100,000 
acres of countryside in its care and is the 
largest voluntary conservation body in 
Scotland, opportunities for volunteers 
are numerous. From hacking rampant 
Rhododendron ponticum on the island of 
Arran to reconstructing turf dykes on the 
battlefield at Culloden, scene of the 
Jacobite uprising of 1746, work is ener- 
getic and enlightening. 

A ccom modation and living conditions 
on NTFS working holidays can be prim- 
itive - the fact that they are known as 
Thistle Camps provides a due as to the 
potential discomfort Sharing a tiny, bunk- 
bedded dorm in a stone bothy may sound 
a touch grim and puritanical, but, in our 
Highland Hilton, the power shower and 
microwave at least ensured that we were 
weD fed and warm after a day in the rain, 
chopping down trees and manhandling 
rocks. Fbod is provided and cooking 
duties are shared between the volunteers 
and camp leaders. It’s haggis, neeps and 
tatties rather than pine nuts and polenta 
(although vegetarians are catered' for), 
and there’s more oatmeal than aubergine, 
but after a day's hard labour, your body 
will thank you for it. 

Last year approximately 22,000 volun- 
teer-hours were spent working on NTFS 
projects and the organisation's role is vital 
for the future of the Scottish countryside. 
The NTFS says that much of the essen- 
tial groundwork on properties is carried 
out by volunteers. Next year there will be 
42 Thistle Camps, with about 400 places. 
If you want a chance to do something “dif- 
ferent” this summer, such as restoring a 
section of General Wade's Old Military 


Road in Glencoe (you may have seen 
Liam Neeson being dragged along it by a 
horse in the film Rob Roy), book early, as 
camps soon fill up. 

“They’re not all dyed-in-the-wool con- 
servationists,'’ says Jim Ramsey, an NITS 
volunteer co-ordinator. 'But they all have 
a vaguely greenish tinge.’’ Present in our 
party were a 43-year-old graphic designer 
from Germany, a brasserie manager from 
Edinburgh, and a Swiss schoolboy, while 
two Ghanaians cancelled at the last min- 
ute, unable to obtain visas. Philip, our 
charismatic leader in Glencoe, is a former 
art student who now finds all the creative 
satisfaction he needs from digging holes 
in the ground 

With tea break an hoar away and water 
dripping from the end of his nose, Andy 
from Inverness summed np the slightly 
perverse appeal of Thistle Camps: “I can't 
work out whether Fm realty miserable,” 
he mused, “or whether I’m realty happy.” 
There is, indeed, something cleansing 
about the experience - it may be altruism, 
exhaustion or the effects Of exposure. But 
it’s refreshing to gauge the effects of a 
hard day’s toil by the soreness of your 
aims and the redness of your cheeks, 
rather than the high blood pressure and 
nervous tics from a day in a stressful office. 

Thistle Camps take place in some of the 
most beautiful and remote areas of the 
British Isles and provide a unique oppor- 
tunity to experience, in both an aesthetic 
and a practical sense, the unspoilt glory 
of the Scottish countryside. Vblunteers re- 
pair mountain footpaths at Kintafl, build 
diy-stone walls on the island of Canna, pul 
up fences in West Affric and even main- 
tain historic marble-quarrying equipment 
on Iona. A new camp sure to be popular 
in 1997 is on Skye, where the NTFS has 
recently acquired Beaton's Cottage, an old 
crofting cottage in tbe far north of the 
island. Minor repairs to the Tigh Dubh 
(Black House) are needed, including the 
thatching. A week learning an exotic new 
skill on Skye, with foil board, for just £37, 



Volunteers pay to rebuild footpaths and drystone walls 


PETER COfJCHIE 


has to be one of this summer’s bargains. 

However, if you want something yet 
more adventurous, head for the roman- 
tically named Puffin Basecamp on Fair 
Isle. The two camps there last a fortnight 
or three weeks (not including a two-day 
journey on the mail boat from Aberdeen), 
and volunteers help the families with 
crofting jobs and haymaking. “The 
islanders realty look forward to the vol- 
unteers coming in the summer,” enthuses 
Jim Ramsey. “They have a chance to get 
to know them as they stay for a couple of 
weeks, unlike the tourists. It ’s imp ortant 
for them socially." Pairs of NTFS volun- 
teers are assigned to a family, to whom 
they offer their enthusiasm, and are 


rewarded with lunch and companion- 
ship The NTFS provides valuable support 
to the 50 islanders, while volunteers can 
visit somewhere extraordinary, and reel 
rather special, in future, whenever they 
tune into the Shipping News. 

NTFS Thistle Camps run from mid-April 
to late October The cost ntvtges from £37 
(£22 concessions ) fora one-week camp, to 
£82 (£67 concessions) for the three-week 
camp on Fair Isle. All food, accommoda- 
tion and equipment are provided as well as 
some transport. To receive a copy of the J997 
programme, send an sae to: Thistle Camps, 
National Trust For Scotland, 5 Charlotte 
Square. Edinburgh EH2 4DU. 
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’* s only 
Brochure nee<l 


Country Holidays 


BIG 560 PAGE BROCHURE 


• Widest choice - Over 4,000 quality cottages to choose 
from throughout Britain and Ireland. 

• IBM's or 1995 prices held. Holidays from EB5 pm week 
and C60 per Short Break per property. 

• Peis welcome at many cottages. 

• Short Breaks available ail year round. 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 

- — ttowiea 


01282 445 721 


Activity Holidays 



BBOCHUM MOW OUT a 

NEW best ever brochure* 
hot off tbe pr e ss . Don't • 
defay - phone now! » 

Scmbnd. No ntuunbertra d. * 

Lakes. Me* North York Xoon^ 
Peril DiMricL Wales, Norfolk. * 
Suffolk. Doran. Wot Country. • 
• 


01756 702200 



English Country 
Cottages 

At: UNI [VALLEO 
choice in Enfluufi 
Mini utn. 
Free 444 page 
colour brochure. 
lira 

(01459) 852222 
■lUOrt E»54 l2«Hnl 


Heart Of England 


CHURCH STRETTON 
SPRING BREAKS 
(MET IDYLLIC COUNTRY 
GUESTHOUSE 

BeaAU panoramic mess of Shropshre 
HS5,rw3lcouSysHle+ganJHB. 
DeSgrtH en-sufe bedrooms, lounge 
area, h, beverages + tigtae. Quid 
lounge, (pen fire. Cental healing 
SmgmanWSBntoiwm. 
CanMdmeiiDeiraBstatB^ 

taraeccoima License^ 

3 Crowns -HC 
DB&B£35pDpn 

W1LL0WHED GUESTHOUSE 
BROCfflJRE: 01694751471 


Self Catering UK 


mss*. 

-X. .X, 

^ Drjmneiivr tc-wv*, ” 

X WlSBft ICllrr Ut* 

<£■ Dote Hofldoy Cottages 

£356799621 


BATH 10M. Tudor Merchant's 
House. Grand but comfortable. 
BeauttfuBy preserved original Inte- 
rior (lifted). Brochure 01373 
830806 


OflUMBiTS 5UMMBI CAMPS 



BEAUMOnTi 


|®E5IP_ 

I^CHDDIUM & IttNAGSRS 

Fun & Adventure 
Exc i t i ng Activit i e s 
17 Tears' Experience 
Superb FooErioi 
Escorted Travel 
Expe r ienced Supervision 
Day & Residential Adventure 
Hotdays in London, 
Worcestershire, SfeJturdihire. 
Norfolk & France _ _ 

I Bank I CfaUbjIfihleb r 
• & get 1 auUTTctfc EREE! 5 

* •r^b»imk- i *iifvntn.“im_ j 

hrindml VMee 


NW 1 on 


Tel: Ot 71 724 2233 


ACTION HOLIDAY tor 5 to IS year 
okls. Superb centres ki Surrey. 
Staffs A Lancs. 1 to 4 Staff ratio. 
Free brochure T o l a p h on e : 01706 
814554 fanytbrM) 

SAILING, WtNDSURFIMG S Surttng. 
HYA courses S holidays on Die 
beautiful Pembrokeshire coast. 
Colour brochure (CM 646] 636642. 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey' 
Hants. Lux boats. (01296) 7D3G91. 
BRITAIN'S BeST Sad Drive Narrow- 
boat Hobdays. Widest choice. 
Beginners very welcome. Tel 
01905 728825. 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS SpodaOsto. Choose 
from aver 180 cottages. 01282 
443726 (L1H124) 


Dorset 


ATTRACTIVE FARM HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES in JflytUe rural set- 
ilng.Tei UOnn Abba 01256 


DORSET FISHERMANS COTTAGE. 
On Chad beach Portland. Steeps 
4*6. C160-E32S per. Includes Citi. 
Winter and early Spring breaks, 
tram C99 for 3 nights. Exctofant 
touring centra. Brochure 01305 


Nr LuhMrih cove , ITtti e. Thatched 
Cottage, sleeps two. edge of 
hath. FramEtSfi per nedk.01305 


East Anglia 


AMAZING VALUE East Angka cot- 
tages. 1997 colour brochure. Peis 
welcome. Tab pi 756) 702205. 


Devon & Cornwall 


corr.vGt 

HOLIDAY' 


Btpaiena icolbgr 



in badfful rural/ : m 
cofiU/ohHiy 
kcatuos. i/\ 
Superior sdafiuL 


01326 564992 7 .V, 
01526 S73S03 


Comsk Tra&tumdi 
Cottages 

Sclf-csKring 
cottages 
on both coasts 
of Cantwell sod on Sally 
hr jeer FREE kudun'pknie 

01208 872559 

WH W J I BUU COMrtWUTUBtrT 
7 day Mrem l fcnta 1 — vy 


C.17th idyllic cottage. 
With central heating. 

Inglenook fire. 
Heated swimming pool. 
Private gardens. 


DEVON CONNECTION. Luxury 
Barm. pooL hw. Tel 01548560964 
CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hot off the press new 1997 bos] 
aver colour brochure. Phone 
now!! 01756 702201 
CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout. (01752) 
260711. 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE lo the 500 
best value cottages m Devon 
<01271)76322. 

DrmSHAM DARTMOUTH. Chanc- 
ier house. Superb river views. 3 
beds. Garden. Ideal sailing, gori. 
Dog welcome- Tel 01546 581139 


English Country 
Cottages 

A« UNRIVALLED 
choice throughout 
Devon. 

Free 444 page 
colour brochure. 

Ring 

(01455) 852222 

QUOTE SbJ) i:«Hri| 



GLEN LYN, LYNMOUTH 
. NORTH DEVON 

Certain md 

apanmcDie 

oterioatangsee. 
FeacdnD? nm 
edge of wooded 
mergoigr. it the 
heanoIThr 
Exmoor .VaDanal part. 
Rione Matthew Qaeahan 
on 01908 798207 
Postcode EZ35 6 ER 



CORNWALL Specialists, choose 
from over 380 callages. 01282 
445726 (UH1 21) 

DEVON & SOMERSET SpedaOsta. 
Choose from over 500 corteges. 
01292 445726 (JH122) 

W/ENO RETREAT SALCOH0E. 
Cosy Coach Hiae Ufflr CH. W.B. 
Stove. Sips 4. Parties Court rise 
and Lodge. SI pa 9-20. 01530 
242409. 

FOWET/POLRUAN. Charming 
watenMe cottages. Superb views. 
Central Healing. OlngMes avail- 
able. Pets welcome. 01579 
344667 

ISLES OF SOLLY. St Mary's. Trad 
tathC cottage. Fully modernised. 
Sips 6 . Feeing harbour. Ava9 
June. July. Sept TeL (0171) 
6257148. 

RIVEH DART.OiC accom for ia> Id 12 
Easter. July Aug . (018031 722 352 

CORNWALL TRADITIONAL Cl 7ttl 
copages on peaceful farm. 6 m 
Port Isaac and beeches. Horse 
ridng and eyeing aval Tel 01206 
850500 


Ireland 


IRISH CYCLING 
SAFARIS 

As seen on SEC and UV holiday 
programme*. One ireek mtra 
for crcfists of afl abilities. 


tamhmc 7 Dairy IM. Doftfia (r 
Kb 00 JS I 3007*4. ond ksdocdte 



Among iMe cettcr naans m certr 
wry uranck ramv. Cm cne*. 
Sligo, tan* 

7 np rorrvdwat pen (Kn 
£220 B*tj of J pul Bdan 

01756 702241 


IRISH COUNTRY Holidays - Bio 
promtar choice. Over 300 VxfMd- 
ual ttfflagea. Famhoom. Hotels, 
H. Shannon Cruising and Gypsy 
Caravans all to Ae highest elan- 
danfe. Many welcome pets. 
Phone 01 S 02 560 688 (24 horn) 

SHAMROCK Cottages, 288 safari 
individual oonagam superb loca- 
tion*. Disc Fane. AJTO. Cot Bro 
01 823 661060 

CONNEUARA CO. GALWAY 
Cashel House Hotel - Gardens 
Restaurant and RMng Stables. 
Tel: (00353) 9531001. Fox 31077. 

JOYCES IRELAND: Unique walking 
holidays. Discover the hidden Ire- 
land. Tel 01934 823017 

(Brodue) 


Country Cottages 
in Ireland 

A MAGICAL choice of 
delightful holiday 
properties in Kerry, 
Cork, Clare 8C Galway. 
Five full colour brochure. 
RING (0990) 851166 
QUOTE G259 |i4 H«) 

O* Cun t«<- 

C* Gtt.i u im Iummj. 

DmGSf.r.O Uni*. 

E,>«: Sinui'v.LlJ'.f.Tt*. u4 Wi. 



CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Con- 
neflwra. Co. Galway. Restorative 
biMfce, Free broch. Tel: 
003S19SJJ1001. Fas 31077 

ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS 1997 
100 page brochure now MBafafe. 
01254632699 

IRELAND Speciataa. Choose bwn 
Over 90 cottages. 01282 445726 
(UH131) 

GLORIOUSLY GREEN countryside, 
spectacular coons a mounts * an 
ancient land wim a rich historical 
ft aifeml badBion. Where? Notili- 
em IraianiLTri 0800 282662 


The Peak District 


“PEAK COTTAGES' Quality S/C 
accenn. In Derbyshire Dales and 
Peaks. Brochure 01142 G2D777 
PEAK DISTRICT Special Ins. 
Choose from over 260 cottages. 
01282 445726 (UH126) 


\ The Lake District 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off me prase new 
1997 best ever cotourbrochu re. 
Phone nowll 01756 702208 
PATTERDALE HALL ESTATE altera 
range al WC accom on private 300 
acre Estate. Set between Utaws 
ter and HelveUyn. Brochure 
(017664) 6230& (24 nr) or tax. 
UNIQUE MOUNTAIN COTTAGES 
Sips 2-22. quaBty character, log 
■ree. The Copper Mnee Conteton 
01539441765 (24hfs) Jan Vac*. 
RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES In a 
secret comer of Southern Lake- 
tamLTefcOI 5395 36475 
HILLTHWATTE HOUSE. Winder- 
mere. Thombarnnr Road, over- 
looking lake. All rooms ensuhe 
(some with Jacuzzi baths) Saut- 
IBo TV, taarnsfelng. Sauna. Tyta 
Steam Room and healed indoor 
pool solely for our punts' use. 
Zidghts. 5ooune dinner B&B 
kid. VAT only £99, 3nlghts only 
£130. Brochure: 01 5394 43836 
BOOT. ESKDALE . Award winning 
ch a racter cottages m Lakelands 
fawn Valtoy. Tel (01 946)723100 
PRIVATELY OWNED BUNGALOW 
to Hankashead re Ambtoskto pho- 
tos -«■ detaBs ToL (Oiffi) 7465140 
EDEN . An oasis of peace In the 
heart o t 2 national parks 
(Lakaa/Datasl. Free 63 page 
a cc ommodation guide. Eden 
Toiatem. 01271 22214 (24hra) 
CUMBRIAN COTTAGES. 200 LakD- 
tend Cottages. ETB inspected. 
New brochure 01228 5999S0 
NAAKES, superWy restored Critage 
for2>4. Teh 01661 842769 


Northumbria 



Vrirmch Ah JL 
pibprrort S< rwn ire 
. loj-.u! <>on 

X DufflilTl 1 C- Ln>nV' X 

cou.ui. ve ire £ > -'Or> 

Dote HoBday Codnga 7 ^ 

01756 Tqmth 


SUPERB cottages. Morttunbrla. 
York Dries. Lakes. Peeks. Sykes 
Cottages 01244 34570a 


Pembrokeshire 


LITTLE HAVEN. Wed equipped *S- 
laga house, sleeps 6. 100 yds 
beech. TeL Shore (01432) 352121 
(day) or (01497) 821376 leva) 
NORTH PEMBS COAST. SfflBfl 
quiet cottage (n nstds near sea. 
£aO£200 per week. 01340 B72060 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST 
National Park. SelLcaierlng as ft 
should bo! Peace ft qritt: warmth 
ft oa m t u rt. Brochure front Barbara 
Lloyd. Rosomoor. Wafwyn's Cas- 
tle. HavartordwosL ftA62 3 ED. 
TeldH437 7B13M 

STUNNING LOCATION. Newport 
Bay. Pemba- Vlmra king sandy 
beach -ArchftecTs Hsted 1 BC 
aunny c ottage 2-6. Broch. 01239 
820277 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
naer Ludlow. 3 night breaks burn 
£75. Colour Broch: 01584 B23209 
SUPERB COTTAGES Shropshire, 
Y.Dales, tTumbrio. Lakes. Peaks. 
Sykes C onages.01244 457D0. 
SUPERB COTTAGES Shropshkfl, Y. 
Dries. Northumbria. Lakes, 
Peaks. Sykes Cottages 01244 345 
700 


Suffolk 


SOUTHWOLD Coast, Quality cotta. 
9p 2/10. Short breaks. Brochure 
SuttoBt secrete. _J)1379 651297 
SOUTHWOLD: Two hoDdsy col- 
tagas of Mgh Mandard. Sufi 
maura caratui coupin. Tel 01730 
612351 


Scotland 



Un loch a 
cottage in 
Scotland 

Exceptional holiday 
properties in the 
most beautiful areas 
of Scotland. From 
stone- built cottages 
and gamekeepers’ 
lodges ro historic 
mansions and grand 
ancestral homes. 
FREE 

84 PACE COLOUR 
BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 851133 
QUOTE S36Q (24 Hn) 
Ot Wurri: 
Gut-tm Gimcti 
lN5a.m4Sti. Dm. SlWJ, 
P.O. Bo* is. L«Rt SinuPN, 
Llf-UTIP IL’UZY. 


SCOTLAND’S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off the press new 
1997 best ever colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 01 756 702213 
Discover Scotland. comL s/c cons. 
Pms wot. Col. broch. 01764 


DRAW ft PAINT. On Scottish Warn 
Coast ft Nr Edkitwgh. Support 
challenge experienced tuition. 
Brochure. CraeOve Space. Lungs 
140(7), Aidtotn. Argyll. PA31 BOR. 
Tot: 01852 500526. 


Don't foirget 
to mention' 
The Independent 
when replying to 
' adverts 


Sussex 


SS3LESCOMBE. Brickwal Hotel nr 
Battle. Tudor Manor. 
Wlnter/Sprlng braoka. 2 rights 
ego ppDBaa 3rd ntacaiRi tree, 
pay 125 only for dinner & break- 
£asL RAC raacauranl award 31-flB. 
Tef (01434)870253 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PuMshitS Ok 
regrets ttito aMraugh every 
roascnabki precauUon Is token, 
no responBt)Nt)i can bo 
accepted for Ogte writer 
accottimcriataioteed 
through Diesfloofuma. or any 
loss attng moreVom. Readers 
areadvteadtolakeal 
necessary procauttons betas 
ereenng into any irawi 
anangemerts. 


If you wish to ndvertiee 
in t hie section please 
telephone the TVavel 
Ttam on 0171 293 2222 


~ CELF CATERING I 

OCOTLAND I 

•CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 
Over 3,000 self-catering 
properties in all areas 
jniri luxury houses Co 
crofli cottages. 
01 / Write or phone 
_for brochure: 



CP 

30 Frederick Sl 
nburgh EH2 2JR 



Superb sdraion 
of great value self catering 
canafpa & houses ta 
bcaunfol Dumfries A Callaway 

NBV FOR 57 - L0DG5 BY THE SEA 
FULL COLOUR BROOMtt 
G M. THOMSON & CO. 
r K«g SretL Cnde DoupUs DC7 1AB 
Teb 015M 504030 Fg 01556 503277 


PRETTY STONE COTTAGE In quiet 
Diimfreisshira cansonmUon vH- 
toge. Sfpu 6. Lg garden. STB 
Highly commended 5 Crowns. 
From C150pw. 01B48 500228 

ISLAY. COTTAGE SLPS 5 overiock- 
tng eandy beach. (01431) 844706 
Evenings only. 

ISLE OF MULL Tobemxxy. Lus bun- 
galow. Sips B. Avail tor holiday 
tou. C275pw. Brochure 016B8 
302276 

SCOTLAND SoectalMs. Cnoaw 
from over 540 cotta goo. 01282 
445726 (UH127) 

HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS- Wide 
sriectlon of buHvMual eaff-cotor- 
Ing connges etc. In lovely high- 
land tocaikme. Tel: (01463) 
232855. 

BLAKES COTTAGES- farmhousae. 
cottages, lodges, chalets. Long 
hoddays. Short Breaks. Idyttto 
locations. Free brechuro 01282 
445777 quoting LU7D6 


Wales 


ft 




L 


twwr RQMAiVnC BREAK SPECIAL OFFER ift 
_ CAIN VALI.FY HOTEL 

LLANFYLUN MD WALES 
Enfoy 2 raaomw Ikybu m yk<n»u WjIa SU) in beirily btamed 17th 
Cranny wmnmdum. 01 >wu baln-air. intan TVs nimoy navi AM war 
uid IBUUII. ten with real ib. miiuioI n >m cf BnunS nou nufraficral 
ommnytek auk nwHiinm. Utn and mrrfaOi. 

Dinner, hot and hrcdllM. linen, half bdlle uf dbffl|V|K and dioniila. 
tndnw pner f.n mu pnyde only U|M T.i ' niptni 

BREAKS JJSCLLDFSG VALENTTME'S DAY- 


BREAKS fOMMacffc 'J SS pav o« tuesdav 
EV^EN U1L1PLR 1173 

Telephone Uliy*l .Vk. 


M 


Welsh Country 
Cottages 

An unbivaued choice 
in the ben areas of Vales. 
Free t>8 page 
colour brochure 
RING (0990 1 8511’’ 
QUOTE ¥ J92 UfHnl 



BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 

Over 100 sdf catering outages, 
some sleep up to 30. Many less 
than £!50 per week high season. 

01874 676446 


A superb selection nl ipr.ility 
charach.-r coRagrs in th« 
(VmbrvLoahlre Co.hU N.itutnal 
Park. All properties furnished 
lu (hr highest standard ■ 

Hwnc nos, h* (rec odutir btr^hnrc 

01239-881397^ 




C'/te best tit 
self-catering 

IS5 quaby cottaj 
I and farmhouses 
throughout Wales 1 



SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ltoyn 
penrimula- Coastal and country 
collages and farmhouses. Nofyn 
WofaSays 01 756 720674 

TENBY. Saundondoot ft Pam- 
brotawhlre. 400 indhrtdual self 
catering homes near beautiful 
traachoa and countryside. Frank B 
Mason. Depi 19. SUuUan SL 
Tenby. 01834 845000 (24hn,>. 

N. WALES i .000 cottages, etc 
« ® haw *" Snowdonia 
Tourist 01756 701 702 

ANGLESEY ft SNOWDONIA. Mena! 
Holiday Cottages for 2-20 
Brochure 01246 717135. 

GOWER Idyllic 3 crown 1 7C farm- 
house on autte B. B ft E M. run so 

SSS*^. 1 bar . fishing. 
WhtohT best B 6 s AA/HAC 
Broehuie 0T2C9 595640. 

OOWER, Mumbles, Swansea 120 
cottages, houses, riots. Home 
from Home 0(792 360624. 

WALES Socialists. Choose tram 
(UH128? “ ma9M 01282 445726 


West Country 


HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 

for West Country seif- earning. 
Huee anoj ol uwr «M conayo. 

torn eta a Ion. 

AH Utrkfly doatbnl & sar rmrU 
Catebadam 

01647 435535 

■OTMtacmuajjLiweu 



WEST COUNTRY COTTAGES- 
Lands End to the New ForeaL 
Coastal. Moorland ft Watarakto 
Locfflton. Tef 01626 33367B. 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


fate 

sssnsasa’ 

OwrapOwgeratol-ctoBring 


fKratrtoedtfftidiura. 

1501756) 700872 

Cottages Ynriahbe Ltd. 


iVbrtaNra .1 

DALES BEAUTIFUL RB4NOVA7ED 
stone Bams. Sleep 4 to 1 7. pets 
««*«»», brochure 0800 854309. 

HAWES. WENSIEYDALE. 40 Coon- 
t'VGmwgo*. Pec wricome. 

Brochure. 01869667 6 B 4 
SUPERB cotlagea. Yorks Dales 

ssssj 

COTTAGES Yortuhlni tad. York 
Colour Brochure 01646 597660. 

YORK OVER 25% OFF. Heworth 
Cwnl^HoteL Brochure 01804 


V THE INDEPENDENT ^INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY . 

Fffl yom holiday cottage, villa or apartment 



fadrpcmfmt and Independent on Sunday 
mien book Self UicrinR hoi I days. 
£0.000 nf our rrartere nU.vrri in a rented 
villa. Dal or cottage on their hnliilay la.sl.viar! 

•Tt;i i-j-ici;iuK>> 

Far only LU2 a Imp indusne of VAT 1 apprnx. 4 unrtbi per Htuji. vnu on 
advertise your holiday Franc and GE these vacancies thtWfrauL the j-par. 
Swr advotiscinsl wffl appear bi ihc weekend wnrlion of Thr Inriejvmirtit 
on Saturday and/or the “sperKUng” ficctuD of the Su nday paper; 


Imertloa Date* j 

CloaBTicathu: 1 

l endows cheque tor madr juj-abb* lo ( 

lH.\2 ^ Uor p>r burriiav ELKUTVMli fiKunlaj & • 

Saaday sn> ikwdi Netnyaper PuMIshiiif Pie I 

or debit my ! 

AwisM.\Tsa/AmauT)inim»BefiMriby£ I 

C«d No. 1 

Start Daif. Esplry Dsie. 

Yoor DetaOtc | 

Addre* I 


Fill in ami >«end Ik 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 

ST ^ on 017! wa 

Monday to Friday between lOJOQun - SAOp^. 

American w ^ 


PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 
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The TrartJ Team. Clu^jj 


W No. Do j ..Evenrap 
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For advice or 
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How to rescue a rockery 

Anna Pavord continues her workshop series 



Keith and Judith Hartley - and their 70-year-old rockery 


PHOTOGRAPH: NEWSTEAM 



V 3 6ft Hide, humped up in the 
middle to between 2ft and i 1ft high. It 
is made with largish chunks of sandstone rock and 
we think it nos built at the same time as the house 
( 1904 Ednaniian semi). It must, anyw ay, be at least 
70 yean old. It forms a barrier bemven the front path 
and the gate, and the rest of the front garden. The 
h hole front garden adjoins our neighbour’s. There 
is no wall or fence, just a joint flower bed with some 
rather limp rvsest, but the rockery cunvs round to 
complete a semicircle in our neighbour's garden. 

We get a lot of min. We are on the 500ft contour. 
The prevailing wind is from the south west and it is 
not without reason that Burnley has a wind farm. 
The rockery, being humped up,' faces all ways, and 
the slugs hunt in packs. 

Over die years we have tried some replanting, but 
the rockery is undermined by moles, all the bulbs arc 
eaten by mice and our attempts to brighten things 
up have failed. We have aubrieta. saxifrage and lung- 
wort, but after spring everything re\ erts to green. 

We would like to extend the flonering season, 
brighten the rockery and restore it to Us former glory, 
bur we don ‘t know where to start or what to plant. 
Anything that isn i rampant seems to fail. Hi gel quite 
despondent. " 

Keith and Judith Hartley’s Edwardian semi faces 
out over the sweeping slopes of Queen’s Park in 
Burnley, Lancashire. It's a splendidly civic part of 
town: hefty park railings are of green-painted cast 
iron, with gates bearing brighity painted coats of 
arms, and the houses down the road were once 
lived in by the park superintendent, the chief of 
police and the chief of the fire brigade. 

The rockery - the cause of their despair - is the 
dominant feature of the front garden, common to 
the two semis, curving in a wide arc to follow the 
line of the path from the gate to the two front 
doors. The mirror layout of the front gardens is 
charming, each of them marked out in the far cor- 
ner by a huge, sentinel copper beech. The size of 
the trees suggests that they must have been 
planted when the gardens were first made. 

When the Hartleys moved in, 30 years ago, their 
neighbours were three spinster sisters, the first 
owners of the next-door house. They told the Hart- 
leys that Fred Loads, the founder of the BBC’s 
Gardeners Question Time, had bad something to 
do with the rockery. Could he have built it? Pos- 
sibly. though if he did (he worked for a time in 
Burnley's Parks Department) the rockery can't be 
the same age as the houses. Fred Loads was born 
only the year before they were builL 

If he did make it, then the rockery is more likely 
to date from the Thirties, which would fit with the 
craze for all things alpine at that time. Or he may 
have been called in then to refurbish a rockery orig- 
inally laid out when the house was built. I slightly 
favour the first theory. The curving shape would 
have been part of the original layout, but you would 
expect it to have been.m 1904. a flat bed crammed 
with bedding plants, planted in formal ribbons with 
contrasting borders. 


The humped shape of the rockery is an advant- 
age, in gardening terms, as it creates two com- 
pletely different planting areas: one sunny, facing 
south and west, one chillier and shadier, feeing 
north and east. 

But the general effect at present is too homo- 
geneous, and Mrs Hartley's attempts to break up 
the swathes of saxifrage (a white-flowered, mossy 
type) and lungwort (not, she says, a particularly 
exciting one) have failed. The rockery needs 
defining. 

One option she had thought of was to transplant 
some dwarf conifers growing in tubs in the back 
garden into the rockery at the front. The conifers 


include a fine, small pine. Firms mugo, but 1 
thought they would be better left where they are. 
In open ground, they would grow faster than they 
have in their tubs and would soon be out of scale 
with the relatively narrow contours of the rockery. 

More could be made of the rocks, which have 
become almost completely covered by big mats of 
saxifrage and alyssum. As Mrs Hartley said in her 
letter, these were hefty chunks of sandstone, very 
handsome, and they had gathered some wonder- 
ful mosses and lichens. Uncovered a little, they 
would sing out and mark off various pockets of 
planting between them. 

This done, Mrs Hartley would then have to 


harden her heart and jettison some plants that she 
has too much of - and also cut back severely some 
of those, such as the alyssum. that have become 
straggly and are overlying their neighbours. When 
she put in new plants, they should go into bare 
ground, well forked over, with no other neighbours 
likely to swamp them in infancy. 

Although the humped shape of the rockery 
would suggest that it has excellent drainage, the 
Hartleys said that they got lots of rain. I would take 
the precaution of digging in some extra grit while 
planting, together with some bonemeal for long- 
term feeding. Alpine plants wouldn’t mind the cold 
of the 500ft contour. They are used to that. The 


most important thing is to give them sufficient air 
space while they are getting established. 

What new plants should the Hartleys try? One 
of their aims is to extend the season of colour on 
the rockery. Alpine plants, by nature, tend to peak 
in the spring, and it is always difficult, without intro- 
ducing bedding plants, to get a rockery to perform 
throughout July and August September is not so 
difficult because by then you can reach for cycla- 
men, such as marble-leaved C hederifolium, and 
colchicums. 

I would choose two sets of completely different 
plants, to reflect the two differing habitats. On the 
north-east side, the Hartleys could use a collec- 
tion of small ferns, cyclamen, the marble-leaved 
arum, A italicum pic turn, and small species crocus, 
such as C tommasinianus (especially ‘Barr’s 
Purple’). 1. too. suffer from mice gobbling my 
crocus, and find the best way is to plant the conns 
in 5 in pots (they can be planted quite close), then 
staple Netlon or some such plastic mesh over the 
top and sink the pot and its contents into the 
ground. Not too deep, for crocus hate lots of earth 
on their heads. Then you can leave them to multi- 
ply in peace. 

It wouldn't be worthwhile, in this situation, to 
plant tiny alpines, such as the special saxifrages that 
never get bigger than a lOp piece. They’d get lost 
in the hurly-burly. 

Judith Hartley is a gardener of the most endear- 
ing kind, who would manage to smuggle a couple 
of pots back from a plant sale even if you tied both 
hands behind her back. But she'd only make her- 
self miserable if she planted her rockery wiLh the 
the eiythroniums and trilliums that she dreams of. 
They are plants of acid woodland and couldn't be 
expected to give of their best here, even if they 
weren't throttled by the alyssum and lungwort. 

Other plants to extend the flowering season on 
the north-east side would be violas such as the 
superb blue Ardross Gem* and smudgy mauve 
'Haslemere'. The slugs would like them, too, and 
being an organic gardener, Mrs Hartley is loath 
to use pellets. Crushed eggshell or sharp grit round 
the plants might provide a little protection. Yel- 
low and orange Welsh poppies (Meconopsis cam 
brica) should be immune, as would the fine giant 
purple-leaved bugle. February-flowering Cyclamen 
coum would give colour early in the year, chequer- 
board colchicums at the end of the season. 

For the sunny side. I would try dianthus (with 
extra grit), species tulips, dwarf campanulas such 
as C cochlea riifolia (fairy thimbles), diascias, 
Spanish daisy ( Erigeron kaninsfdanus ), sedums, 
dwarf iris and small aquilegias such as A flabellata. 

My way borne from the Hartleys led over the 
tough high moors of the south Pennines. Although 
the thaw had started, huge snowdrifts mounded 
up on either side like frozen waves. At the peak 
of this bleakness a small sign announcing a nurs- 
ery, Slack Tbp Alpines, loomed up through the fog. 
That would be a good place for Mrs Hartley to 
acquire new plants, I thought. If they can take the 
vicissitudes of life on Slack Tbp, they sure as hell 
can survive anything that Burnley could throw at 
them. 



cuttings 


F lower of the hour 
Viburnum x 
bodnantense “Dawn" 
Why? Because it flowers in 
the darkest days of winter 
and has a smell that a 
perfumer would die for. It's 
deciduous, so the pinkish 
flowers sit prominently on 
bare stems. The first flush 
starts in October and is 
generally paler than the later 
flush, which can go on until 
April. Upright at first, it 
gradually splays out as it ages 
to make a shrub that is as 


broad as it is high, the stems 
springing from ground level 
up to 9fL It flourishes in any 
soil, in sun or shade. 

The University of Oxford 
Botanic Garden has 
arranged a series of winter 
lectures, beginning this 
month when the 
photographer Andrew 
Lawson will talk on “The 
Gardener's Palette". For his 
lecture, on Thursday 30 
January, Mr Lawson draws 
on the theme of his best- 


selling book. The Gardener's 
Book of Colour (Frances 
Lincoln, £25). There are five 
lectures in the series, 
including the brilliant Helen 
Dillon talking on garden 
artistry. All lectures start at 
8pm and will be held in the 
Garden Quad Auditorium, 

St John’s College, Oxford. 
Tickets cost £6 for a single 
lecture or £25 for all five. 
Contact Louise Allen, 
University of Oxford Botanic 
Garden, Rose Lane, Oxford 
0X1 4AX (01865 276920). 


THE ETOEPENDENT 



A wonderful 7 night holiday 

Departures in May, June 
& October 1997 
From £359 per person 

E xplore Tuscany this year and discover a 
lanffcrgp* of rolUng hills, medieval villages, 
picturesque towns and historic ri de s. You wil] fly 
from London Heathrow to Rome and transfer to 
Chianriano Terme for 7 nights at a hand-picked 
herd. Daring your stay yon can visit Siena, San 
Gimignano and die hilltop town of Montepukaano 
on me of the optional tours available. Why not 
take a trip to Assisi or call at Orvkto for a taste of 
the crap local wine. Don’t miss the chance to visit 
the Renaissance City of Florence, a treasurehouse 
of ardsric masterpieces. A fid! day visit to Rome is 
included in die holiday price and you will have time 
to seethe Colosseum, the Vatican Chy or marvel at 
Michelangelo's fresco in die Sisrine Chapel. 
TH&Eouda? INCLUDES 
♦ Sche duled flight with Alitalia 

♦ 7 rights acco mm odation in Tbscany 
♦ Transfers in Italy ♦ Full day visit to Rome 
♦ AH airporT urn*; » Services ofa Tour Manager 


Send for your brochure today by telephoning 

FESTIVE HOLIDAYS on 0990 55 33 55 

or return the coupon below to: 
INDEPENDENT TORONT O OF FER, 
FESTIVE HOLIDAYS LIMITED, 

PATE COURT, NORTH PLACE, 
CHELTENHAM, GLOS GL50 4DY. 


r Independent Tuscany & Rome Offer ind/tur 
S Please forward me a brochure: 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms) . 


Address: 


"n^hcffidjys have been arranged in conjunction with , Postcode:. 
E^HoEdbs limited, ABTAVI06X, ATOL2172 

Sqt in England 190 S 967 Newspaper PubfiAiag pic- 
UgOgte-l Canada Square, Canary Wbart^ Londoa £14 $DL 


□ Pteasa tick mb brat K you do not wish to receive future offers 
from Newspaper PutfeHng pic or rim companies approved 
by Newspaper Puttering pic. 1NT034 
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PERGOLAS, BOWERS, 

GAZEBOS & WALKWAYS 


NEW 

1997 

CATALOGUE 

Send NOW for your FREE 
copy featuring Agriframes 
structures plus hundreds 
of the best gardening 
products and ice ao. 




To: AgrHrames Ltd.. Brochure 431 3. Chariwoods Road. 
East Grinstead. Sussex RH1 9 2HG. 

Name 

Address 



SCREENS AND 
PANELS 


.Postcods. 


FREE CATALOGUE 



01342 310000 (24hrs) RAX: 01342 310099. 


GREENH OUSE 
HEATERS^m 


CALO 


! GAS 



GREAT NEWS 
for GARDENERS 
Colour Illustrated 
Catalogue 

Westfield Road 
Siyffeld Industrial 
Estate, Guildford 
Surrey GUI 1RR 



The Caior Gas Centre 

Guildford (01483) 300410 


CfXLO 
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GREENHOUSE 

HEATING 



EU12X 
IfeMBMUCUd 
’nwtWlMBal 

Mfratn Darbp. 


PENSTEMON 

These beautiful cottage garden 
perennials with graceful tubular bell 
shaped flowers will bloom from 
June to November. 

We are offering 6 individually named 
varieties in the widest choice of 
colours for £1 1 including postage. 
Delivery early spring. 

Please mate cheques payable to:- 
Pershore Plant Raisers, 
Pensham, Pershore, Worcs WR10 3HB 

Tel: 01386 554672 


To advertise in this section 
please call the Gardening Team 
cm 0171 293 2323/2344. 



Get Growing in a 
GrowMate! 


Cal row for a free brochure 
on 01631 720539, or 
write to: Badwoodsman, 
Dept \ND. BaicaUne, 
OSAN.Aigyfl, W37 1SL 


GSaNffOUSEACGBSOUES 

DBEDROHlSIUnEKnsn 

Ufatfafa9tfv.MtkWd.tUtv 
**0* taWMkrifato*. 

a tote t in i i i i ftif i 
OUT £3199 

ltk 07335 345742346615 (24 fan} 
7 fcp.br mrRECiUope 
J&HPnfcds,kpLlNDL56Ssfc 
StaHUtantMitfi BESIK 


ELECTRONIC 

THERMOSTAT^ 


DMNllarHMm M Mnfag Cfata* 


Tl Mgfagffi Mi j Wfat ill litf 

fafaiMkrfa Abnmk 
Met pbopwwtoh. TWbwtijm 

control htLMxrr. An CKuucnoN. 

(faros* Bbebmquse 
•MSSIVM fawn VkMIMMM. 

Hex»s Am LOTS Mom. 

Tto SDfiTT CONTROL Cankm* 

139 ICC. (Z). Acfart Pros, Anfawr, 

Hanpatta SPtl Bffij. 

Hunt; OOK 334aB5Fto:m2MSBI55 


TOPIARY WIRE FRAMES LTD 

Telephone for brochure 
Tel: 01580 201092 • Fax: 01580 201093 
DETAILS AVAILABLE 
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Under the counter 

with Lindsay Calder 

Burning up 


W hen 25 January 

approaches, I start 
having tartan 
dreams and haggis 

nightmares. Tbnight is 
Bums Night, and don’t I 
know it 

For weeks now, I have 
been planning this eve ning 
and it hasn't been easy. 

Not only do you have to 
scour (his sassenach soil 
for good Scots fayre; whom 
you invite to sup at your 
table is just as important 
Last year was a disaster. 

I had specified quite clearly 
on the invitation that the 
dress code was tartan. So, 
when all the lassies turned 
up in Nicole Farhi neutrals 
and the lads in pinstripes, 
my other half and I felt a 
right pair in our ex-Gordon 
Highlander trews. The girl 
who had promised to give a 
sword dance arrived 
swordless and unkilted and 
limply proffered a 
Highland dance LP instead. 

My piece de resistance - 
Jimmy the Pipes - who was 
given a big billing on the 
invitation, arrived two 
hours late, and although I 
swore that I hadn’t just 
invited him for his pipe- 
playing skills, it was hard to 
conceal my disappointment 
when he finally arrived 
pipeless. Some girl had 
broken his finger, so he 
was off pipes for two 
months, and couldn't even 
drink his dram. 

This year is not looking 
much better. My one very 
eligible single gui has cried 
off - Flora, who sounds 
like the Queen but has 
great legs, threw her head 
back in a fit of laughter last 
week, causing her pearl 
chokerio fly off and knock 
out a tooth. Apparently it 
will cost £2,000 to fix (the 
tooth). So, I’ve invited a 
glamorous blonde friend 
whose husband is abroad, 
and I just hope everyone 
behaves- 
Macsweens of 
Edinburgh make the only 


haggis l can trust, but as I ' 
won’t manage to hop on 
the shuttle to bag a fresh 
one by tonight, an export 
one from Fortuum & 
Mason will suffice. It’s best 
not to reveal the 
ingredients to your guests, 
as a sheep's “pluck” (its 
lungs, liver and heart) . 
mixed with oatmeal, meat 
suet and seasoning cooked 
in the sheep's stomach 
might not get everyone's 
juices going. However, 
Macsweens have created 
haggjs for wimps - a 
vegetarian version cooked 
in a plastic bag. 

The haggis will arrive to 
the strangled tones of the 
pipes (fingers permitting), 
each guest addressing it — 
in, I fear, their best Rab C 
Nesbitt accents - with a 
verse of Robert Burns' “To 
a Haggis”. Once stabbed, 
the “Warm-reckin, rich” 
stuff will be served with 
bashed neeps and champit 
tatties (mashed swede and 
potatoes) - filling and farty 
fodder. 

Finally, lots and lots of 
The Glenlivet to toast the 
“Great Chieftain o' the 
Puddiu-race”, so that 
everyone will have a good 
time and, more important, 
won’t remember if they 
haven’t 

A Bums Night 
Survival Kit: 

The lingo: “To A Haggis" 
in Robot Bums. Selected 
Poems , Penguin £6.99 
The piper hire your own 
from Pipe Major Willie 
Cochrane of the Scottish 
Bagpipers Agency (0181- 
805 0912) who sends pipers 
as far as Korea and the 
Caribbean (around £100) 
The haggis: Macsweens, 
£2.50 per lb and vegetarian 
at £2.70 per lb from 
Fortnum and Mason, 
Piccadilly, London. 

The dram: The Glenlivet 
12-year-old pure single 
malt £17.99 from good off- 
licences. 


Fast train to a shopping spree 

Privatisation Ts creating a retail boom in our stations, says Charlotte Packer 



The Moshi Moshi sushi bar in Liverpool Street Station photograph: jason bye 


B ritain's railway stations are 
better known for their 
draughty, vandalised waiting 
rooms and sad tittle burger 
bars than for their status as shopping 
destinations. Perhaps a Sock Shop or 
tired flower stall occasionally inspires 
a passing interest but never for long 
enough to take one’s mind off the feet 
that the train is late again and the 
door of the one working toilet is 
unlockable. 

However, things are changing. 
Already Liverpool Street Station and 
Victoria Station in London are 
becoming known for their wide vari- 
ety of shops, restaurants and other 
services: Victoria has a doctor's 
surgery, Liverpool Street a health 
club: Reading Station’s new Brunei 
Arcade has a fine selection of shops, 
and others are in the offing: Windsor 
and Eton Central, Norwich River- 
side, Aberystwyth, Salisbury and 
Cambridge ate just a few of the 
provincial stations which will soon 
become shopping centres. 

Perhaps unsurprising, Japan, the . 
consumer capital of- the world, has 
some of the most advanced railway 
stations-cum-shopping, centres with 
large department store chains such as 
Tokyu and Odakyu actually owning 
railway lines. Virtually every major 
railway station in Ibkyo has a six- or 
seven-storey department store tow- 
ering above the concourse. But sev- 
eral smaller provincial stations have 
begun to specialise in shops and 
restaurants with critically-acclaimed 
noodle houses and purveyors of 
Bento lunch boxes encouraging pas- 
sengers to travel to the station sim- 
ply for its food. 

In this country, Liverpool Street 
station has several food shops and 
eateries which are visited by people 
other than those just wanting to catch 
a train. The Moshi Moshi Sushi bar, 
with its paper lanterns and conveyor 
belts of food, is known as one of the 
best raw fish restaurants in London. 
Anthony Eaton, the bar’s general 
manager, says that it should not be so 
unusual to eat and shop well at sta- 
tions. “In France and the Low 
Countries station restaurants are often 
the best in town. Luxembourg station 
still has the best restaurant in the 
country. Why should travellers have to 
put up with microwaved burgers and 
floppy sandwiches?” Baker and Spice, 
the Knightsb ridge -based patisserie, 
has opened a shop on the station 
gallety with freshly baked bread and 


pastries delivered twice daily from the 
Walton Street Bakery. On the con- 
course below, the International 
Cheese Centre sells more than 400 
different varieties of cheese - the 
largest selection in the country - as 
well as Justin de Blanc cakes and jars 
of home-made pickles and spices. Ray 
Kenny, manager of the shop, says that 
it expanded from its Goodge Street 
location because Customers from 
around the country complained that 
they had to make too long a detour to 
reach the shop. 

“Many of our customers pick up 
the train from one of the East Coast 
line stations, buy some cheese and 
then get back on the train," says Mr 
Kenny. He added that when Harrods 


and Fortmuns cannot satisfy a cus- 
tomer's request, they refer them on 
to him. The Cheese Centre is, for 
example, the only place in the coun- 
try where you can buy Belgian cheese, 
should you so wish. 

Building work has just started on 
the Grade II listed station at Wind- 
sor and Eton Central, a branch tine 
which links passengers to Slough 
and then on to the Great Western 
line to Bristol in one direction and 
Paddington in the other. The devel- 
opment. which will include Queen 
Victoria’s waiting room - a latc- 
19th-century piece of listed archi- 
tecture in Both stone - as a restau- 
rant, will have 40 different shops and 
restaurants and has already pre-let 


units to several shops including 
Droopy and Brown the dressmaker’s, 
Jaeger, and Charbonnel et Walker 
the chocolate makers. Sarah Mans- 
field, director of the L&R Group, 
which is developing the station, says 
that although only recognised names 
have so far been accepted for letting, 
the company wifi also welcome indi- 
vidual retailers. “We have to get the 
big names in first, because our financ- 
ing relies on that,’* she says. *-But in 
a town like Windsor there is a wealth 
of attractive, individual shops, and we 
hope the development will blend in 
with the shopping image of the 
town." The project is due to be com- 
pleted by next autumn. 

Further down the Great Western 
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KSt He added that to sumd 
it from the crowd rodn-ebam 
mchises, stations would do well to 

FbJexample, at Aberystwyth sta- 
>n, where plans to build a shopping 
ntre are under way, the location of 
e town’s museum in the station 
elf means that specialist antiques 
siiers and antiquarian booksellers 
e expressing an interest in leasing 
me of the shops there. When build- 
b is complete at Norwich Riverside 
ition, passengers will be able to 
life away the time waiting for a 
un by visiting the new cinema com- 
ex and bowling alley, as well as 
permarket and specialist shops. 
Steve Tyler, a spokesman on retail 
velopment at Rail track, said that 
e company wants railway stations, 
e Heathrow Airport, to become 
opping destinations in their own 
iht, and that there are currently 
are than 200 development plans 
ider way. He dismis sed the argu- 
:nts of detractors that the new 
opping centres will just serve to 
ften the blow of delayed and can- 
lied trains. 

“Why shouldn't people want to 
m up an hour or so early for their 
lin and go shopping? TTie bright, 
y, bustling stations are an improve- 
mt on the windswept concourses of 
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classified • independent traders 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


For Sales 



: S SS ALTIMETERS 

Our impressive range of 40 
Pedometers allow you to 
choose the right model for 
your needs, n you Jog, Walk, 

Run, Cycle or you would just like 1 
to know how for you have walked 
the dog, you con measure the 
distance travelled. Lightweight and , 

compact. 

Precision Mode Instruments 
guaranteed lor reliability and accuracy. 

Wa also hove a large selection of Mop Measurers, 
Compasses, Magnifiers, Stop Watches etc. all 
available at excellent prices. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 
WRTTE FAX OR PHONE FOR 



The /b» range in on- HSE afar bnxfcn cf tpaStfpnctian wstnmem 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD ( JN2 ) 

13/14 James Watt Close. Drayton Fields. 
Daventry, Norttiants NN1 5RJ 

Tel 01327 706030 tax 01323 01633 


Treske 


SOLID mraORJRBTUBE 





Taoies, Chairs. Dressers. 
Chests Desks. Bedroom 
Furniture. Wall Unns.de 
RING FOR FREE BROCHURE 

(01845) 522000 

Chat Up IM1 



Tel: 0227 78IIII 



« | ESSENTIAL 

? (VERY EASY TO 
\ USE & FUN) 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE 
FOR BUSY PEOPLE WITH 
BUSY EAMIU ES 

01789 
299010 

(FAX 01789 268418)' 

a miauMjiaMMWiemfe 

Mosaic Compuare Ltd. Ruses! House. 
By Smet 5WMcri on Aten CV37 guv 



Collecting 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

tabteal^m ym rfarm dbaiquu 
jOeekkamfutead, 
(Bertu 

library and writing «« ***** 

furniture also M >' 6 mms ftwn l 13 M4 

usually available 

We will endeavour to find .'-te table you require 


TtectdPSWY . 
REDAHDjfprox-l 



tai TVteid earn Mly 
pill XA torn out temous 
I Hn-l Af^nmati and me. tamp 
I iotpoteag*. 

THE STAMP CUIB. (Dte«. FT2 1. 
Ooola. DH1A7QC. 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Independent Traders Team 

on 0171 293 2323/2344. 


Clocks & Watches 


' RADIO ' 
CONTROLLED 
WATCHES & 
CLOCKS 

Phenomenally accurate 

(JUNGHANS & 
KUNDO-STAIGER) 

timepieces available by 
Mail Order. 

Free Catalogue; 

CORNEAL CLOCKS & 
WATCHES 

FREEPOST LS6541M, 
LEEDS LS85YY 

Tel: 01*3 293 7437 
t llUhro - 7 days! . 


House and Home 


MORIARTTS 

SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 



For NEW colour brochure 
j mow 

( {01233) 85021V 


House and Home 


DunioDillo i 

LATEX-c 




cut to size 

for cushions & mattresses 



NEW CUSHIONS 
For chairs, suites, 
bench seatin': etc. 
Uncovered'? 
with our own 
fitted covers. 


MATTRESSES MATTRESS 
Made to OVERLAYS 


measure any A sepanne 2 in. 
size and to deep layer for 
your individual instant relief on 
comfort. a too hard bed. 


■ tiiSTTOflVSOfUVDtSlS/USy'ro yOURDOOA (Far 0113225 ION) 

jU PHONE 0113 267 8281 

J or post coupon below for colour brochure. 

I measuring guide and direct prices. 

fPbrnte send sump fir iWtfw brochure or phone. JVo 

I Mr.'MrJMiss _ .... anai- 

E?l 
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iMt.'MpJMks . .. . 
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—Pro code ...... 


[FFC 


I 

FOAM COR reMTORl.. Dew 1N2.I 

FUjOj Mey^Jkl Ri Coobidjje. [6_7DFJ 



» 


Use and 
improve your 


FRENCH 


• Read our arisls and short stories in Frvncti 

* Speak the bogiagr belter 

• Understand more of wiui you tour 

* Lcim more about France and French life 

iii/A the help our popular and iniyi*- ranee 

of f tench language products: 

Details inon free! from: In fie Ortrr-Mancke 

FREEPOST. M.MMltfl 
Maidstone MEIS 9BR 
Fax. 0IH22 Wixr 
Teb LMf£2 682122 f.VWl 



HAIR PROBLEMS? 


{2^ * » “S'bCTbSpvSnS?- , 

the UK from the Continent and now achtevi^? 
y., . “me superb results here. m 8utt! 

can read about this excellent system of hair 
cunoil edition of HAIR imSlATT?!^ “ 
Alternately, send a nostrard nr ■ 
number beta ' Wreave an KSo" ** 

promotional vouchers^ 

„ or postcard to: 

V^ 11 . UK. Dept IN, P Q fog 3ffl .^ Q 
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Books 

bound for 
glory 


The Folio Society has brought 
fine books to the masses for 
50 years. By Fiona Macaulay 


.be pr***" 


P icture an edition of The Wind in 
ihe Willows , bound in green silk 
with a scene from the riverbank 
printed in gold on the front 
cover. An expensive limited edition from 
a specialist printer , you may think. Not 
at all. It is in fact one of reasonably priced 
editions from The Folio Society, the mail 
order publisher which this year cele- 
brates its fiftieth anniversary. ’ 

The Folio Society was the idea of 
Charles Ede, who in his early twenties 
came out of the army after serving the war 
years “fit for nothing, as one hadn’t been 
trained to do anything”. He did, however, 
have an interest in fine books and was a 
devotee of William Morris's work, as a 
socialist and as a private press printer at 
KelmscotL 

“The war bad produced a social revo- 
lution at home.” explains Ede, “and all the 
pressures were towards providing wider 
opportunities for everyone. The arts, not 
least literature, were to be made more 
available, and there was a new con- 
sciousness of the importance of good 
design. My ambition was to many up the 
typographical and artistic standards of the 
private presses with the latest industrial 
technology.” In this way the price of the 
books could be reduced. Ede also hoped 
to help revive the standards of book pro- 
duction that had declined due to the aus- 
terity measures of the war. 

lb produce the first batch of Folio 
books he had to search all over the Con- 
tinent for extra paper, since his own 
ration was limited to ten tons, only 
enough to produce five editions. It was 
necessary to be inventive and enterpris- 
ing to make the best of what was available. 
Some publishers used parachute silk dyed 
in different shades for their bookbinding. 
Before the war there had been a richly 
creative period for book publishing. Pri- 
vate publishers, particularly Golden Cock- 
erel and Nonesuch, were producing beau- 
tiful limited-edition books. Charles Ede 
strove to produce the same sort of results 
in a more cost-effective way. The demand 
for good books was strong, since so many 
people’s education had been cut short by 
the war. 

“For a long time we had many members 
in the services," says the editorial direc- 
tor, Sue Bradbury. “They'd come out of 
the army having missed out on university, 
with an appetite for books and a need to 
be reassured that they were reading the 
right things." 

Folio publishes a wide variety of books. 
They like to cater for minority taste as well 
as producing the works of more popular 
authors: Hardy, Austen, Dickens and 
Trollope. The most distinctive feature of 
Folio books has always been the magnif- 


icent bindings and the fine illustrations 
which are a feature of all the editions. 
Edward Ardizzonc, John Buckland- 
Wright, Richard Shirley-Smith, Joan Has- 
sall and Nigel Lamboume are just a few 
of the artists to have worked with Folio. 
Edward Bawden’s contribution was 
spread over 30 years, beginning with 
coloured lithographs for Gullher's Trav- 
els. His final commission for The Hound 
of the BaskerviUes was in 1983.Quenlin 
Blake has so far undertaken The Hunting 
of the Snark, Cold Comfort Farm and 
Cyrano de j Bergerac's Voyages to the Moon 
and Sun. Artists not normally known for 
their illustrative work have ateo been per- 
suaded to take up the challenge, with daz- 
zling results. Elisabeth Frink illuminated 
The Odes of Horace , Beryl Cook added 
contemporary flair to Mr Norris Changes 
Trains and Paula Rego penned exquisite 
drawings for Peter Pan and Nursery 
Rhymes. 

So. just how good, how significant, is the 
Folio Society? 

The Independent's Literary Editor, 
Boyd Ibnkin, said: “As Alice asked: “What 
is the use of a book without pictures and 
conversation?’ 

“For half a century, the Folio Society 
has set itself apart from cheaper lists of 
classic reprints by lavishly meeting the first 
of her demands. Even on the picture front, 
however, it no longer stands quite alone. 
Its edition of Alice's Adventures in Won- 
derland and Through the Looking Glass, 
with John Tenniel’s original illustrations, 
will set you back £29.95. The Everyman's 
Library hardback - also complete with 
Tenniel - costs £7.99. 

“In general, the Everyman imprint - 
recently revived with great success by pub- 
lisher David Campbell - only illustrates 
its Children's Classics series, although the 
250-strong list includes a handsome ver- 
sion of Dante's Divine Comedy, in a fine 
translation, with 42 engravings by Botti- 
celli - a snip at £14.99. The Fblio Society 
creates very covetable objects; still, read- 
ers who don't share Alice’s picture crav- 
ing but do like sturdy, elegant hardbacks 
will find that Everyman offers broader 
choice and better value. 

“Its range now stretches from Homer 
to Toni Morrison, from the King James 
Old Testament (introduced by George 
Steiner) to Nabokov's Lolita (introduced 
by Martin Amis). Above all, David 
Campbell's bold venture has proved that 
high production values in reprint pub- 
lishing need not go along with staid mid- 
dlebrow tastes.” 

None of this will deter the Society and 
their enthusiasm for birthday celebrations. 
It is putting on an exhibition which begins 
next week. Fifty Years of The Folio Sod- 
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ety, at the old British Library, showing a 
selection of the illustrations and book cov- 
ers that have been commissioned by 
Folio. 

For the last 22 years. Folio has run an 
illustration competition with the RCA, 
open to students of the college. Already, 
12 of the student prizewinners have been 
used to illustrate Folio editions. This year 
they opened the doors to illustrators 
worldwide and received more than 700 
entries. 

Folio also sponsors the British Library’s 
annual bookbinding exhibition and com- 
petition, Designer Bookbinders, which will 
be at the library until 13 February. 

In April the society launches Folio Fifty, 
a (1st compiled of their members’ favourite 
50 books, those that have been most influ- 
ential and loved in their lives. Any that 
have not already been published by Folio 
will be issued over the next two years. 
Apart from that, titles for this year include 
Hilaire Belloc's Cautionary Tales and 
Other Verses, with illustrations by Posy 
Simmonds, and The Genius of James 
Thurber, illustrated by the author and 
bound in silver doth. 

Though the company has changed 
hands twice since Charles Ede’s days, the 
ethos remains unaltered. The present 
owner is Bob Gavron, who owned the 
large printing group, St Ives. “He took 
Folio on as a quaint and enchanting pub- 
lishing phenomenon, successful almost in 
spite of itself,” says Sue Bradbury, “but 
he also wanted to show us that it could be 
put on a sounder financial footing with- 
out compromising its essential character." 
Folio has come a long way since its first 
lean years after the war, when Charles 
Ede could barely pay his own salary of £10 
a week. Membership has increased by 150 
per cent in the last eight years and Folio 
now takes full-page advertisements in the 
Sunday colour supplements, offering an 
irresistible selection of presentation vol- 
umes to new members. 

The Folio has managed to retain its 
dose relationship with its ever-increas- 
ing band of members. There is a mem- 
bers’ room in the office at Holborn 
where you can sit on big sofas and look 
at current releases. You can also visit the 
more traditional, library-like surround- 
ings of the Folio Gallery in the basement 
of Henry Sotheran, the antiquarian 
bookseller in SackvilJe Street, near Pic- 
cadilly Circus. 

Sue Bradbury talks with affection of the 
members and refers to people “becoming 
folio-ised”-in other words, becoming ini- 
tiated to the Folio ethos. She still writes 
letters to members in her elegant italic 
handwriting, a habit formed in her early 
days in the membership department 



where she was once discovered by an 
incredulous American management con- 
sultant replying to members’ letters in 
verse. Membership includes the rich and 
famous - Martin Scorsese, Sir Peter Hall 
and Tatum O’Neal - but it is drawn from 
all walks of life. Charles Ede’s socialist 
principles have not been compromised. 

It is easy to become folio-ised. The 
Folio Sodety is addictive. 

For membership details contact The Folio 
Society on 0171-400 4200. The Folio 
Gallery is at Henry Sotheran, 2 Sackville 
Street. London W1X IDD. 


Win £1 50-worth of books 


Here’s a chance to win a collection 
of Fblio Society books by playing 
independent Rrntasy Book League. 
This week, Waterstone’s published 
their readers' top 100 books of the 
century. It was topped by The Lord of 
the Rings, included Trainspotting, 
Jurassic Park and The Horse Whisperer 
and was greeted with universal 
derision, dismay and disagreement 
TfeU us your top 10 best books of 


the last 50 years. The winner will be 
the one with the top 10 nearest to the 
choice drawn up by our literary 
editor, Boyd Tonkin. The prize: a 
Folio Sodety book token worth £150 
or a selction from the society’s 
compilations such as PG Wodehouse, 
Graham Greene or EM Forster. 

Dosing date is this Thursday. 
Usual Newspaper Publishing rules 
apply. 
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Six of the best table lamps 
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When havoc 
strikes, what next? 

Jane Fumival on the pitfalls of calling for help 


shopping 
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T he mantra for the Nineties: 
“Bear with me.” It’s what the 
harassed home-maker hears 
when she phones the manufacturer 
to ask for a broken machine to be 
fixed While they check the diary, 
you’re left hanging on, watching 
your washing machine spewing 
foam through your home. Event- 
ually you may get a reluctant offer 
“We can fit you in on Thursday 
week between 9am and 6pm.” 

Why should we “bear with" this 
treatment? If an appliance breaks, 
we have every right to expect that 
it will be repaired promptly. 

Too often we have to pay extra 
for an independent repair, because 
the glibly-advertised “nationwide 
repair teams” don’t come the same 
day, or work evenings or weekends, 
or offer timed appointments. 

They all explain that they can’t 
specify arrival times. But you’d 
think they could call ahead with an 
estimated time, or the mobile num- 
ber of the repair man. 

Do they hope that by making it 
bard to get things fixed, we’ll throw 
away our duff equipment and buy 
new, bringing them more profit? 

Increasingly, yes - though none 
I spoke to would go on the record. 
Those rumours of machines built to 
go bust just after the standard one- 
year guarantee are not exaggerated. 

One major maker has redesigned 
a perfectly good washing machine 
so that if the cheap, vulnerable and 
easily repaired bearings break, the 
whole drum has to be replaced at 
five times the cost, tempting you to 
scrap it and start again. 

Suzanne Brookens, of Twicken- 
ham, had a similar problem with 
her tumble dryer. 

“The repair man took one look 
and said it wouldn’t be a good idea 
to fix it. He tried to sell me a new 
dryer and a washing machine to 
match, and said his calling out 
charge of about £25 would be can- 
celled if I did. I called a local man 



Good thing 

'AH die tricks of the trade and 
no call-out charges’ promises 
the reader’s Digest Complete 
DIY Manual. You can change 
a plug or instai central heat- 
ing by enquiring within. 

£16.95 from bookshops or 
mail order on 0800 434 434. 

Mad thing 

While 
you're 
waiting for 
your cen- 
tral heating 
to be ftxetC 
wear Giali 
self-heat- 
ing washable clothing. Waist- 
coat or gloves cost £89.95, 
socks are 49.95 plus recharge- 
able sealed safe batteiy at 
£16.95 or pop in your pocket ' 
Call 01179 690690. 

Sure thing 

AA Home Assistance’s 
Annual Cover. £39 annual fee 
buys everyone a 24-hour. 365- 
day emergency service which 
sends a pre-vetted plumber, 
electrician or builder within 
two hours. You pay no call- 
out or time charge for ninety 
minutes, and parts are 
charged at pre -approved 
rates. Follow up work is avail- 
able after the emergency-0800 
383838. 


who fixed it in 10 minutes and 
charged £23.” He may have been a 
member of the Domestic Appliance 
Service Association, whose code of 
practice binds them to call within 
three days and complete 80 per 
cent of the work then and there. 

Some supposedly user-friendly 
companies say that they do offer 
flexible repair calls. What a shame 


their service departments can’t 
alway deliver. “Our standard ser- 
vice charge is £52,” said a 
spokesperson at Whirlpool, the 
US-owned white goods giant, when 
I asked for a microwave oven 
repair. Their earliest call was in six 
days; 11 for a timed appointment 
Saturdays take a fortnight and 
need a supervisor’s permission. 

This contrasts with the “two-day 
service pledge” you get when you 
buy the goods. “We offer 60 per 
cent of our service calls as timed 
calls, but these may take an addi- 
tional one or two days,” says Gor- 
don Pickering, service director for 
Philips, Whirlpool, Bauknecht and 
Ignis. “We can and do work week- 
ends and evenings. I encourage it 
We’re going through a difficult 
patch because of the flu epidemic, 
but I don’t want to sell new appli- 
ances; I want to repair them.” 

Others claiming same-day ser- 
vice if you call before 10am are 
Cannon, Creda. Electrolux, Hot- 
point and Zanussi - though this last 
couldn’t come on the same day 
when I phoned to test 

If the manufacturers' repair 
schemes are slow or expensive, the 
retailers can soften the blow by sell- 
ing you their own “extended war- 
ranty”. City stockbrokers have esti- 
mated that Dixons depends largely 
on the profit from warranty sales. 

Don’t be panicked into buying 
these. They won’t make the man in 
the van come any foster. Among 
the retailers, Curry’s did not reply 
to my questions about repair times; 
Comet’s “no-claim, money back” 
scheme gives a full refund after five 
years without a call, and an ex- 
change warranty for anything under 
£100 offers you a new one imme- 
diately if it breaks down within 
three years. The cost is from £9.99. 

Comet also operate their own fix- 
ing team. “If someone particularly 
wants evenings or weekends, well 
accommodate them,” says a 



spokeswoman. “We’ve invested in 
mobile phones for all our engin- 
eers, so n there's an emergency, we 
can divert them to fix it.” She also 
took up my suggestion of phoning 
to give people a time of arrival. 

Some manufacturers make elab- 
orate promises, but cut their service 
costs in practice by having only one 
number, which is always engaged. 

For example, during my three 
days’ research I couldn’t get a reply 
from Electrolux’s South London 
Repair HQ or from Bosch, 
Siemens, Gaggenhau and Neff, all, 
of which share a number. I’ve also 
had this experience with Dyson.- 
who don't have repairers but insist 
on collecting the cleaner from you 
(you must be in, no appointment 
time possible) and returning it. 


What can you do? Learn to speak 
the repairers’ language. Ask for a 
“first call of the day”, usually 830am. 
Ask them to avoid school collection 
times, which roost stay-home house- 
wives still have to go out for. 

Always ask for tire supervisor if 
a repairs booker is being difficult. 
They are infinitely more reason- 
able. If a company breaks a service 
promise, ask for compensation. 
Don't be put off by large com- 
panies: challenge their right to 
charge for repairing a newish defec- 
tive machine. Involve your local 
authority’s Trading Standards 
department “Customers expect to 
buy something of reasonable qual- 
ity. That should cover a product for 
longer than 12 months, the manu- 
facturers’ guarantee time,? says 


Alan Street, head of trading stan- 
dards. And if you complain, be 
determined. Unexecuted threats 
don’t bite. If you .threaten to go to 
the snail daims court, you may find 
that your claim is settled speedily, 
i If a repairs department is always 
engaged, use the new BT service 
which automatically goes on tiying 
an engaged number and rings you 
back when it is answered. When 
you hear the engaged tone, press 5, 
then put the phone down. It tries 
for 45 minutes and costs about lOp. 

Find a small repair agent instead 
bf a national network. A local 
authorised service engineer may 
ihave a call-out fee of £30; the big- 
ger companies can cost £60. 

Avoid repairs by buying fewer 
machines, and those less likely to 


PHOTO: XXXX XX 

break. (Which? magazine says 
washer-dryers are prone to prang.) 

Don’t take frustrations out on 
the repair man. Worm out secret 
short cuts, such as the private ser- 
vice numbers. 

There will always be a corner of 
my heart for the woman who locked 
a service engineer into her kitchen 
rather than let him go away to get 
yet another spare part. Or you 
could many a plumber. 

*The Consumers' .Association can 
send new subscribers back numbers 
of ‘Which?’ covering extended war- 
ranties (April 1995), machine insur- 
ance (September 1996) and most 
reliable brands (March 1995). Free- 
phone 0800 252100 for information, 
including an offer of three free issues. 
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Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
c/o The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
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London 
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“A file of grateftd 
letters and a trail iUl of 
Wedding Photograph*" 
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drawing down the moon 

The original personalised 
introduction agency 

PROBABLY THE BEST AGENCY W THE WORLD 
Afijr:: 5. Svij Mr-.vv Konsinjtor - . 

0171-937 6263 


Dateline is the worlds largest \ 
and longest-established 


Introduction Agency. 


Our unique and successful 


formula could easily be put to 


work for you. 


For Free Details with No Obligation 
Write Tec 23 Awngdon Rd 

London WB 6ALorCall 


(01869) 324 100 
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GUSTO 

The dining club 
for gay men 

0171 336 6507 


ATTACHED? 
SEEKING ROMANCE? 


We are (in QUALITY' nabonuyfe 
NcPileuer service for modem 
men and women. A fist. efftacsS. 
discreet, highly personal wmce. 

LOVING LINKS 
Suite 4U. 

.VIZ Regent Strm 
London WIR6HH 
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JOIN CJNELINK 

Socialise around 
Cinema/Am events in 
centra) London 

Tek 018) 800 4822 
or send SAEto 
138 Lordship Road 
Loodon Nl6 0QL 
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* Jftniling Dinner Dances 

* Eccns for ill age p».xf«s. 

HESB'EBEX* SUFFOLK! 

Call Eleanor fora friendly 
dm and free brochure 
01277 |V|2742 
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The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 
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Newspaper Publishing pic 
requests that 

Commercial Organisations 
do not send material 
to our 

Private Advertisers 



Independent Hearts 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 

By placing an advertisement in the The Independent Hearts section of The Independent and the Independent on Sunday you will 

immediately be in contact with over 1 .66 million readers/ 

The cost for your advertisement, published m the first available editions of the Saturday “Weekend" and Sunday “Real Life" sections 
is just £5.00 per line including V.A.T. (Box No is an additional £10.00. please cross here if you do not require a Box No □). 

Simply write your advertisement m the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 

(N.B. A character is a letter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 
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Name:... 

Address: 


.Postcode: 


Telephone (daytime): 
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□ Diners Chib Card expiry date: Card No 

Send all advertisements tor- 

independent Hearts: The Independent. 19th Floor. 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London EI4 5DL • Telephone: 0171 293 2347 • Fax: 0171 293 2505 

Tl i” offer is only open to private advertisers. Trade enquiries are welcome on the above telephone number. "JSJtS Jan • June VS 
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THERE'S MAGIC 
IN 

CONNECTING! 


1997... make it the most 
wonderful year O'er, full of 
exciting new experiences and 
adventures shared with 
interesting. unpretentious 
people who enjoy laughter, 
pleasure - living life to the 
full - exploring all of the 
possibilities, making new 
friends and developing 
honest, sincere relationships 
partnerships. 

DONT DELAY 
- DO IT NOW! 

_ G®d 
Connections 
01865 511774 

Personal, ca ring istrodaclloa* 

aid 

Sodal Erasts Is Oxfordshire, 
Bocks, Berts. WBts, Gtos. 
The M4 corridor. Nonbaau 
and W. Munaads. 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
that as li matter of 
courtesy they will. 

When making contact 
with people for the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
rriend know where you 
will be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This wQI be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 
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ESTULBMB) FOR OVBB 1 
TEARS- FOR SUCCESSFUL 
wrauSENT AND SOCIALLY 
ACCEPTABLE SINGLE PEOPLE. 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 

THULY PERSONAL SSMCE 

WITH SOME OlO FASHIONS] 

VfHUES AND MTEORnY; 

ANO pks that are NTHIN 

REASON? 

m. HELEN SPAM. 
01568708554 
ANYTIME. JVNYOAV. 




THE OWNER CLUB (EM. -oq. nw 
nations only coontrywklB dining 
dub for unattaebad pratoa- 
slonel/lMrinafis paopla ogod 28+ 
Tat; l0tZ44) 350S37. Buatneaa 
oppornmMas also avaiiabla 
(Of 244) 548816. 

LOOKING FOR A NEW social Ufa? 
The Naaonri FedoraSon at 18 phis 
Groups (Mara dancoa hoBdoya 
etc. lor ages 18-29. Call 01531 
821210. 

VINO’S EYE INTRODUCTIONS tor 
Kant 6 London prof^managarlal 
alngtM. Froo mombendifp unift 1 
Hareh. Froaphono 0800 43S922. 


GAY, 27 YR OLD, pmL mate. GSOK 


cycling, aatlng out. 
ita elflMlar male tor 


drinking, 
fun and possible nMadonsfilp. 
London area. Box No L1744. 

PROF. MALE. 24, GSW. fwvkwlng. 
btg s be arttfi huge heart. Bkes 
sporta, eodaMng & muaie, aooka 
lady. 22-30. lor fun a 
MandaNRfrotadonoMp. Photo 
eaaomw. London based. Box No 
1:1883. 

MALE, MIO-20'S, sporty, easygo- 
big, Bkas dubiitng/Mcialialng, 
WLTM n young atpacflve female 
wflh a GSOH Tor MendaNp and 
possible relationship. London 
Msetf. Photo essentlaH Box No 
11767. 


Personal 


r SUSAN JAMES n 

CLAIRVOYANT 

Gerfushv ConsuitatHUK 

Immediate readings by past 
or telephone altnr by 
Susan lames or her partner 
Dai id Tniltir 

Cmtfidenttnllly ytuiruntmi. 
22 Tallpines. Wildwra-jd. 
Stafford STP iQF 

TEL 01785 663671(2 lines) 

I — As feanzred on ITV Tefctcxi 



GAY PROFESSIONAL MALE, early 
♦O'*, caring a generous. Bkes 
Iroval. cinema, music, tea a couv 
try. WLTM genuine guy for rota- 
HontWp. Pmsor wHt y more Wi^or- 
tam than looks. Wales/Any. Box 
No 3D BBS 

FEMALE YORKSHIRE ARTS gmdu- 
ale, m, slim, SO’a. Seeks a mala 
companion lor long walks on 
moora and mountairw, and some 
gentiar exploits. Box No 1 1896. 

SIR: ARE YOU CLEVER, aane and 
Rt? I'm a faicfilng female wit n 
you’re abigla and aged between 
50-70, ptoesa wrtra. Box No 
L189& 

GLOBETROTTING LADY ARTIST, 
34. awool and assay, eeefcr mflefy 
eccentric mala. Photo If poaalfaie. 
Sonareat Baa No ITIB99- 

TIKES HRS 

BOUQUET/WAYNETTA WLTM 
wldoiror 45-56 wUfi ctmdrorwlow 
corapanlonahipEox Not:188l. 

REVITAUSEO. 44YR OLD real 
woman, needs kind, slim man. 
Midlands. Non-amohar. Box No 
1:189a 

GENTLE GREEN MAN oi Norwteh. 
44, dancing vogatarlan. Loues dn- 
oma, bavoL you? Box No l:1B89 

WARMHEARTED WOMAN (30‘S), 
cuddly, casks honourable man 
45+ tor romance. Rasped. 
Imagrtty ft Jole da VJvro 
•ought; off orot). (Scotland). Box 
No hi 888. 

PROF. F. 44. rtfs. onrttcUvo. onw- 
gedc, romantic, u no o naonB onal. 
Sooklng laH, sflm male. GSOH . 
emotionally mature, sociable ft 
loving, lor harmonious relation - 
afHp. Photo appr. Darbys. Box No 
1:1887. 

OIVORCED PETITE PROF, fbmata. 
GSOH, enfoys dhlng. wine. open, 
outdoofo, seofcs prof, warm male, 
48-ftB yri otd, lor lun ft possible 
relationship. South East region. 
Photo a pp reci a ted. Box No 1:1878. 

VIVACIOUS VOLUPTUOUS VOV- 
AGER. 40U enaka Mbactwa. witty 
man, 30HJC, to go Into Pie sunset 
wtth. Lond. Photo . Box No 1:1 Baa 

ATTRACTIVE. SUM. ARTICULATE, 
Mepandant, 31 yre old Innate. 
Books prof, male 30-40, London 
areo. Only men wkh Porchos naod 
apply. Photo ptoase. Baa No 
1:1889. 

45+ ON YOUR OWN In Hants U/F 
tots meet and do Interesting 
things. Box No 1:1883. 


CLASSIC 1988 MODEL, good run- 
ner. weR-maMainsd, loves (ha 
open road. Needs careful lady 
owner. Cumbria. Bax No t187B. 

SANTA LET ME DOWN -so wfm is 
the handsome, kind, fiamy non. 
35-50. »9a slim Monde wants? 
London araarpboto? Bos No 
1:1870. 

S-EAST PROFESSIONAL. «1, aaeka 
slim attractive lady to 3S yrs old 
w8h whom to ahare toe Important 
things In Ufa. Photo ptaaae. Bos 
No 1:1871. 

GAY GUY. ROMANTIC, slim, 40, 
Ws, active, enjoys . Mozart ft 

n*gby aeete hometoving guy (20- 

35) to share We. love 8 laughter. 
Photo ptoase- (Essex). Bone No 
1:1874. 

SWEET FEMALE WITH simple 
asfee. Into Zen. Oxford area, 
«m6s an easygoing man in his 
Photo appreciated. Box 
NO 1:1875- 

HIST. U/GRAD 55 WLTM Interest, 
tactile lady 48-5S to share good 
music, theatre and Ida's other 
ploeswes. Bristol. Box No 1:1872. 

* “ IDLANDS 33 "Wlhmi 

5S 5!. 5 ,0 * h,flxp t° male 
WLTM ttmlaf guy. Box No 1:1884. 

TAU. SUM male. 49. very sincere 
*id aHactiorale, WLTM tamale to 
snare tha good and also the bad 
«mej i together. Personality more 
»^rum than age. Box No 
171885. 


GAY WOMAN, 29. DOCTOR. 
GSOH, envoys ctoama. eMfeig out 
country walks and music. Seeks 
Mrtgent woman lor frfencWibi or 
mUltanst i p . Box No 1:1888. 

6FT MALE HERO, 48. a ton, muscu- 
lar. hair, seeks mini heroin* to 
share Mozart hotspots. Shafce- 

■pwe. Manet haiboure, spicas. 
MeiW, HaMoctoabie, Sufom Met- 
ropolitan Homeco unties. Bos No 
1:1905. 

ONE FROM THE HEART F. 45. sWn. 
5h attractive prof. calm. boIL 
Mrang. *as music food lun travel 
arts, WLTM M tar UTarm equal 
Photo ptaaae. Box No 


To advertise 
in this sectionl 
please call 
Seema 
Chaudhry 
on 0171 293 
2347. 


CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and all our 
other advertisers every 
success and happiness for 
the future. 

INDEPENDENT Hearts 




JBS& 5338 

and *"**■' Sama ** ywng chS?’ M ** '"** 
We 5bJI don't know how breast can* 

research into Which bwhyt w> 



««y wBBk m Brftaln. « also hurls ZSJ? a,6B 

Please help with a credit earn J“ nales ‘ ,uaB “ ! 

by calling 0171 wSw 3 * donation 
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S afer! Faster! More sex 
appeal! Sweeter to the 
environment rhan a 
bedful of daisies! If you 
believe the ads you mav be 
confused about the car' makers’ 
priorities just now. In fact, their 
overwhelming goal is as loud as 
Murray Wtlker in overdrive (and 
much clearer): to save money'. 

Last week's announcement of 
1 ,300 job losses at Ford in 
Halewood and this week's job 
gains at Nissan in Sunderland 
underline the point. Ford will 
shed workers on Merseyside, 
because other, newer factories 
can make cars for less money. 
Nissan in Sunderland is gaining 
workers because it can make cars 
for Europe more cheaply than 
importing them from Japan. New 
factories, such as Nissan's, put 
extra pressure on the older, less 
efficient ones such as Halewood. 
Equally, Ford is planning new 
factories in Eastern Europe. 
These, in turn, may well do to 
.Sunderland what the Geordies 



have just done to Merseyside. It's 
Darwin's theoiy of evolution 
turned automotive: the survival 
of ihe fittest. 

Cost-cutting is the 
overwhelming priority because 
European car companies arc still 
loo inefficient. Few European- 
based car makers now make a 


It's Darwin's 
theory of 
evolution turned 
automotive: 
survival of the 
fittest... and few 
European-based 
manufacturers 
now make a 
profit 

profit, and those that do, make 
their money mostly from 
extracurricular activities, such as 
finance, rather than from selling 
cars. Europe has too many car 
factories making too many cars 
for too few people. And. as more 
and more makers turn to Eastern 
Europe to site new factories 


(because the costs arc lower, and 
the market there is growing 
faster), the pressure grows on the 
costlier, alder Western factories. 
Most of the Eastern European 
production will be exported to 
the West. The upshot is certain to 
be major factory closures in the 
West or major shake-ups - as has 
happened at Halewood. 

In the past fortnight rvc dined 
with the president of Ford, 
Australian Jac Nasser (in a party 
of hacks at the Detroit Motor 
Show) 3Dd with the internal 
finance director of Renault. 
Francis Stahl (at the presentation 
of the European Car of the Year 
award to the Renault Scenic). 
Both of them mirrored each 
other’s views on the likely future 
of European car production. They 
agreed that there would be plant 
closures or major restructurings 
and that the countries most likely 
to lose would be Germany, 

France and Benelux, where costs 
are highest; that the market was 
now a global one and that Japan 


and America were cheaper 
countries in which to build and 
develop cars than Europe; and 
that, in Europe. General Motors 
is now the lowest-cost 
manufacturer, but that all 
manufacturers are improving fast. 
Volkswagen is one of the fastest 
improvers, not least because it is 
strong in Eastern Europe. 

“Hie Vbuxhall Vectra is 
probably the most profitable big 
car built in Europe.” said Fhmcis 
StahL “It may not be the best to 
drive or to own - but it makes its 
maker the most money, and that's 
ultimately what the business is 
about.” Stahl also estimates that 
the new Volkswagen Polo - 
developed and built after VW 
began a savage series of cuts in 
the early Nineties - cost about 10 
per cent less to develop and 
manufacture than the latest 
Renault Clio. The next Clio, due 
in 1998, must be at least as good. 
“We have to cut costs, and then 
cut them again. The level of 
competition is now so intense - 


from other European, Japanese 
and American makers - that to 
do otherwise is to commit 
suicide.” 

Stahl cites the American maker 
Chrysler as a role model. 
“Chrysler sells low-cost cars that 
look good and, in terms of 
engineering, do a perfectly 
adequate job. even if they’re not 
on the cutting edge. They please 
the buyers because of their low 
prices and their attractive style. 
And, although they’re not great 
care, they’re'good enough. People 
don't complain.” 

European cars, he hints, arc in 
fact over-engineered. “We need 
to do a good - and in some cases 
better - job of the important 
things: fuel economy, reliability, 
longevity, comfort, safety. But in 
other areas, such as high 
performance and miraculously 
tidy panel gaps, we are spending 
money needlessly both in 
engineering development and 
manufacture. We have to target 
those areas that actually matter 


to the buyers and, in effect, 
reduce quality in those areas that 
don’t.” 

In' the past, European cars 
have probably been the most 
intensely engineered in the world. 
But in today’s market, our mass 
makers just can’t afford that 
extravagance. More and more 
Japanese makers are setting up 
shop here (witness Nissan's 
expansion in Sunderland) 
importing Japanese -style work 
practices to make Japan ese-style 
care (key ingredients: good value, 
reliability, ability to do the job). 
The Koreans are also coming. 

The old way of allowing 
engineers to indulge their whims 
to please the car cognoscenti who 
appreciate hidden technical gems 
is going fast. People want pretty 
and stylish cars - for a car s look 
is important to everybody. In 
every other way, they mostly just 
want cars that “do the job”. And 
Lhat’s what Europe, learning from 
the Japanese and Americans, is 
about to deliver. 


Why go on all fours? 

Roger Bell lines up the off-roaders 



Clockwise 
from top: 
the Suzuki 
Vrtara, the 
Cherokee 
Jeep and 
the 

Daihatsu 

Sportrak 


ii JT\ urn some rubber this weekend See a dif- 
ferent world.” The ad’s catchline, set 
I— ^ against a volcanic backdrop, is for Vaux- 
hall's Frontera. In the land of make-believe that 
off-roaders inhabit, it might have been for a Dis- 
covery. Jeep, Sportrak, Maverick, Shogun or 
Land Cruiser - names evocative of derring-do in 
the great outdoors. 

Vauxhall stokes the myth. “Volcanic ash is a 
treacherous surface. Beware.” Useful information 
on the Tesco run. “In extreme cases, it can block 
escape routes entirely.” So can rush-hour traffic 
in the urban jungle where most eruption-defying 
4x4s do their stuff - with four-wheel drive disen- 
gaged if possible. 

Logic has little to do with the runaway success 
of go-anywhere 4x4s in Britain. Around 13,000 
were bought here in 19S6. Last year’s tally was 
around 80,000. Although the boom seems to have 
peaked. 4x4s look set to retain an impressive 4 per 
cent of the new-car market, thanks largely to 
people who buy them for emotional reasons, not 
practical ones. Just as well. Every bridleway in the 
land would be an axle-deep quagmire if a tenth 
of the nation’s estimated half-million mud-plug- 
gers regularly took to the hills. Fortunaiely, they 
do not. 

lb run a car designed to dump sheep fodder at 
altitude is palpably daft if your only forays off-road 
are through the garden gate. Or is it? Suburban- 
ites who justify their 4x4s on safety grounds do have 
a point Most off-roaders are heavier than cars of 
comparable length - and mass is a protective ally. 
Good visibility is another safety bonus. Because 
of their big wheels and lofty suspension, you sit tall, 
all the better to see. Over-the-roof (and hedge) vis- 
ibility can give the 4x4 driver advance warning of 
hazards ahead. It’s also good for sightseeing - an 
appropriate attribute for a leisure-orientated 
“lifestyle" vehicle. 

Four-wheel drive is not on its own the attrac- 
tion of off-roaders. If it were, sales of all -drive cars 
would have boomed, too. They haven’t, with 
good reason. This side of Braemar, the benefits - 
mainly mobility, though Audi points to skid-free 
cornering, too - hardly justify the hefty price 
premium, especially as extra weight and friction 
penalise performance and economy. Besides, 
there's nothing to distinguish a 4x4 car from a 2x4 
one, other than its badge. 

The macho off-roaders attraction is that it looks 
the part of an irresistible force - square-jawed, 
impregnable, unstoppable. Image is everything. 
Brawny Chrysler Jeeps and LR Discoverys have 
it, the original Ford Maverick/Nissan Tfcrrano twins 
did dol Sales - more than six to one in favour of 
the Discovery - underline the point. 

The trouble with 4x4s of an agricultural bent is 


that they’re so heavily compromised. It shows in 
cumbersome handling, sway on comers, imprecise 
steering. Stiff springs mean a bumpy ride, extra 
weight and wind resistance, less zeal and economy. 
Off-roaders can be terrific fun on tricky terrain. 
You need a streak of masochism, though, to enjoy 
the wallet-bashing thirst and jitterbug ride of the 
majority on motoiway marathons. 

So have 4x4s been rumbled? Is the brake on 
sales down to their truck-like behaviour as road 
care? Not really. It has more to do with market 


forces, not least with the rise and rise of alternative 
“lifestyle" cars, notably monospace MPVS. 
Between them, the Ford Galaxy/VW Sharan twins 
are now outselling the Discoveiy, Britain’s best- 
selling 4x4 in the early Nineties. 

As the opposition has intensified and diversified, 
so the Discovery’s market share has slipped, from 
more than a thud to less than a quarter. Tbyota’s 
new Landcruiser Colorado and Ford’s American- 
made Explorer are the latest challengers to chip 
away at its lead. Others on the way include Mer- 


cedes-Benz's AAV (also from the US), Honda’s 
interesting CR-V, due here in June, and a new 
Frontera from Vauxhall. The existing model is still 
suffering from the mauling it got in Top Gear's JD 
Power customer satisfaction survey. 

Significantly, the rising star is not a traditional 
off-roader but Toyota’s mould-breaking RAV4, 
which has come from nowhere to eclipse the Fron- 
tera’s second place. The RAV4, modest on the 
rough stuff but hot on Tarmac, is seen as the pre- 
cursor of 4x4 funsters to come. Land Rover will 


launch its own SUV - sports utility vehicle - next 
year, probably under the Highlander name. 
Others, biased more towards everyday motoring 
(such as the 2.0-titre Honda CR-V), will precede 
it There's a lot more mudslinging to come in a 4x4 
sector that's undergoing dramatic change. 

Who's who in the off-road jungle 

Asia Motors Rocsta, from £9,500 Rock yes, star 

no. Korea’s naff crib of a Jeep is as diminutive as 

ifs dire on Tarmac. Excels as tardy wheels for small 

gamekeepers. 

Daihatsu Sportrak, from £10,635 Cramped, boxy 
Daihatsu is long in the tooth, of limited ability. Sav- 
ing grace is price and economy. Slow, coarse and 
underwhelming on the road. New models soon. 
Ford Maverick, from £17,650 Narrow, perpen- 
dicular styling blamed for poor sales, not inepti- 
tude. Should do better after recent steroidal 
workout Best is 2.7 turbo-diesel. Cloned with Nis- 
san Tferraro. 

Jeep Cherokee, from £15,550 Wild West to West 
End. Cherokee looks the part, undercuts Discov- 
ery and handles more like a car than a blancmange. 
New Grand Cherokee is pricy but good. 

Lada Niva, from £7,995 From Russia without love. 
Feels and drives the way it is - old, cheap and 
crude. Rough-and-ready, utilitarian with tittle to 
commend it other than simplicity and price. 

LR Discovery; from £19,765 Britain’s best-selling 
off-roader by a long way. For comfortable, 
roomy, goes anywhere. Against: slow, clumsy 
square-rigger. 

LR Range Rover 4.6 HSE, £47,765 The mother of 
all 4x4s, and the least compromised. Desirable 
prestige tank with fine manners. Huge and thirsty 
V8 engine, modest Ford Mondeo 1 .8 performance. 
Mercedes-Benz C- wage a, from £39,000 Proof 
that the Germans can get it wrong. Forget the 
frumpy G-wagen. Whit for Merc’s trendy US-made 
AAV - all activity vehicle. Which out, Discoveiy. 
Mitsubishi Shogun, from £19,965 Cheaper mod- 
els are still popular as Discoveiy alternatives; more 
expensive ones fail to outrank the new Range 
Rover. Three and five doors, race V6 engines, 
civilised. 

Ssanyong Musso, from £16,000 Name, styling, 
tardy performance undermine street cred of 
Korean dieseL Roomy and well made, new petrol 
model quicker. 

Suzuki Vitara, from £10,920 Fourth in 1996 sales, 
behind Discovery, RAV4 and Frontera. Style and 
price are main attractions of pocket scrambler. 
Doesn’t fall over, like previous mini Suzuki. 
Tbyota RAV4, from £14,269 A GTi once removed 
Less the boxy mud-plugger, more the stylish 4x4 
fun car, with no more off-road ability than most 
people need. Corners well. 


Loaded with style 

John Simister drives the Vauxhall Vectra Estate 


L ifestyle estate. A slick 
term to describe an 
estate car in which form 
has smothered function, hint- 
ing at an affluently active 
lifestyle with no nasty notions 
of trade and utility. An Audi 
A4 Avant or a BMW 3-series 
Tburing is a reasonable load- 
carrier under its high-society 
gloss, of course, but ultimate 
cargo capacity topped the 
design priority list of neither 
car. 

Yet an estate car was, orig- 
inally, exactly that: a car to cart 
the gentry around their 
country estates, hunting, 
shooting and fishing gear 
stowed astern. So the fact that 
VauxhaH’s new Vectra Estate 
is a capacious cargo-carrier 
really shouldn’t count against 
it in poGte society, given that 
it still manages to look quite 
enticing, with its rising waist- 
line and crisp detailing. 

It's also quite a pleasing 
drive because, like all new 
Vectras, it has stiffer suspen- 
sion, withbetter disciplining of 
unwanted body movements, 
than that found in the first 
Vectras* year-and-a-half ago. 
You still. won’t find the fluid 





cornering and road-smoothing 
suppleness felt in a Peugeot 
406, or even in the recently 
revamped Ford Mondeo, but 
the steering has shed some 
stodge and the suspension 
soaks up bumps without the 
previous rubbery wallow. 

Another comfort-enhancer 
is that you can, at last, adjust 
the Vectra’s steering wheel for 
height, as you can in nearly all 
its rivals. Combined with firm 
but well-shaped: seats and 
Vauxhall ’s usual logical dash- 
board design, it makes the 
Vectra a comfortable mode of 
traveL A quiet one, too; the 
resonances and rattles once 
typical of an estate car are well 
silenced here. 

How quick a mode depends 
on the engine you choose. The 
newest is a direct-injection, 
16-valve turbo diesel of 2.0 
litres which is very economical, 
surprisingly quiet and higher 
tech than any rival diesel to 
date. The lustiest is a 2-5-litre 
V6, but the most popular will 
probably be the 2.0-litre, 
136bhp, 16-valve petrol unit 
that propels so many area 
sales managers in so many 
varying VauxhaJJs. It’s a 


smooth, economical and 
punchy unit, with the low- 
speed pulling power to cope 
with the high payload poten- 
tial made possible tty this 
estate car's lengthy load bay. 

You get a fine quota of 
goodies, too: roof rails, a net 
to keep the cargo or your dog 
where they belong (behind the 
rear seat), anti-lock brakes 
across the range, and a Traffic- 
master traffic jam avoidance 
system on the posher versions. 
Many models have air con- 
ditioning. too, and all are built 
in Britain (even left-hand drive 
versions with Opel badges, for 
European buyers). What you 
can’t have in this car, though, 
is an extra pair of child seats 
in the back. 

The new Vectra Is not a 
great estate, although it is a 
well-built, practical and com- 
petitively priced one. But you 
shouldn’t feel fed up if your 
company fleet manager 
decrees that a Vectra estate is 
wbat you must drive. Ifs not 
quite a BMW or an Audi - it 
lacks their steely certainty and 
the kudos of their badges -but 
it*s a gesture in the right 
direction. 



Road Test 



Specification 

Price: £17,375 (2.0 GLS). 
Engine: 1998cc, four cylinders, 
16 valves, 136bbp at 5,600rpm; 
five-speed gearbox, front- 
wheel drive. Top speed 
128mph, 0-60 in lO.Osec. Fuel 
consumption: 29-34mpg 

Rivals 

Citroen Xantia L0 SX Estate, 
£16,750: Supple hydro- 
pneumatic suspension com- 
bines comfort with load- 
lugging ability 

Ford Mondeo 2.0 GLX Estate, 
£16,425: Revamp brings new 
looks and a quieter cabin, but 
ride is still choppy 
Peugeot 406 2.0 GLX Estate, 
about £UL500: Due here in 
February; space, comfort and 
driver appeal are worth wait- 
ing for. 

WonanH T jpma Ifl HT Estate, 
£15,285: Intriguing rear styling 
and a low price, but engine 
lacks rivals’ power 
Volvo V40 2.0 SE, £17,065: 
Sleekest looks and least load 
space tilt the V40 lifestyle- 
wards, but it does the job and 
looks terrific. 


motoring 


Mobile Phones 



frcirn ONLY £9.99 inc VAT 

Ail Orange phones Include 

FREE 1st years insurance 
FREE 3 year warranty 
FREE 24 hour replacement 
FREE itemised billing 
FREE inclusive talk time 
plus i month talk free 

■ rnni Mm rend aft* *11 conned lot* 60 Wore Dna Ft*. 

If you find an Orange phone cheaper 
elsewhere within 3 days of purchase 
we will refund the difference. 

For dear and simple advice 

TALK 2 US 

0800 32 22 22 

Mon-Fri 8am -8pm 
Saturday 8am- 6pm 
Sunday 10am-6pm 

Lm 



MAZDA CHOICE 

UK's Largest Choice of Used 
MX-5, MX-6, MX-3, etc 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SAAB 


SAAB Largos: SatacUon In East 
AnQta. Buckingham Sanity Cam- 
bridge. D1 223 232258/840)02 


Registration Numbers 


CLASSIC NOUVEAU 


AH 131 £ 8,000 

Mas AW £24100 
2BM £12.000 
OOOOBM £ 3.450 
AT 40 BHWEPOA 
BOOS 48 E 24 SO 
an 16 £8400 

M 9 CCO £ 1.750 
SCCJ £ 3,050 
2 COP £ 8,000 
0151 TAL CPOA 
EE 11 CPOA 
5 F £ 29.000 
5 FGB EPOA 
77 GRA CPOA 
OILS? £ 2.460 


RECENT AVAILABILITY 


HAZ 8 
30 HO 
10 HI 
S J 

33 joe 
JP 82 
26 JS 
18 KJ 
UW4 
1 LUO 
3 U 
4U 
MJ 24 
3HH 

■Off 


£ 2.986 
£ 4.200 
£ 4.650 
£ 23.500 
£ 3,750 
£ 10,950 
£ 11.500 
E 341 SO 
Eg B 50 
£9300 
£ 30,000 
ESI .000 
£7350 
£18300 
CPOA 


■70 KEY EPOA 

I MRY £ 8.600 
33 US £8360 
2400 UV £ 2.750 
N 1 M 8 H £34100 
4 N £ 12,950 

II MJ £7300 
NJ) 234 £1350 
P 60 XER £2450 
PI LAU £3300 
P 11 NKY £9300 
PB ENT £ 1.450 
12 PN £7300 
PS ALE £ 1.450 


PS OAR £ 2,450 
100 RUT E 2 J 350 
SA E El 5.000 
12 SAM £ 5.950 
5 F £ 29.000 

S J E 25300 

M 2 SUE EPOA 
30 SU E 02 SO 

VAX 1 C 7 .B 50 

VB 8385 E 1 . 49 S 
VC 33 £6360 

50 WH £ 4.600 

WLT 111 £ 2.250 
SWPJ £ 3,500 
0 OWW £ 6.800 


OUR PRICES 01949 85 00 11 QUALITY no-s 

INCLUSIVE : SUNDAYS’. WANTED 


Registration Numbers 


HAVE YOU A REGISTRATION MARK 
YOU WISH TO SELL? 


We will purchase outright or sell on a commission rate. 
For a written quotation, complete the form and post Ik 

MARKET RESEARCH CAR NOS. 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLET PR6 9NE 


REGISTRATION MASK: 


l& Ihe mark nn a retention document? 

If sn. please give the expiry date 

If the mark is on a vehicle, glue 

RAKE: MODEL: . 

TAX EXPIRES: JWJT EXPIRES: . 

YOUR HAKE: 

ADDBESSi 


POSTCODE:. 


HOME PHONE: 
WOE* PHONE: 


MARKET RESEARCH 
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To advertise in this section 
please call David Owen 
on 0171 293 2338. 









homes & money 


“Sm«*us 

w 0U buy a share? ^ 

Sins: What ate your 

rights? ** 


Focus on new 

developments 


By Penny Jackson 


G one are the days when 
developers pulverised old 
buildings into dust to make way 
for the new. Salvage is big business and 
it makes commercial as well as 
environmental sense for builders to 
recycle as much as possible. At the 
very least, the unsaveable is crushed 
and used as hardcore. 

Five years ago, a company such as 
Lassco Flooring in London had a few 
regular suppliers of materials, but now, 
says Tim Shorrock, director, they will 
get calls out of the blue offering a 
hundred thousand square feet of floor. 
“We do not supply developers who are 
building from scratch but we do have a 
big market in warehouse conversions/ 
Only where builders have to comply 
with stringent planning regulations will 
they use old materials. It is easier and 
cheaper, say, to use new York stone, 
which is cut to an even shape and 
thickness, than the old irregular flags 
however aesthetically pleasing the 
worn stones are. Even in a 


conservation area it is not cost 
effective to use recycled roof slates, of 
which there are plenty, in preference 
to good mock slates. 

However, some developers are going 
a fair way down the green road. On its 
south London site in Earlsfield, Laing 
Homes decided not only to save almost 
everything of the Victorian joinery 
factory that was to make way for 32 
houses, but they cleaned and re-laid 
the old cobbles. “It was more 
expensive and time-consuming'' says 
Andy Wilkins, marketing manager for 
Laing Homes South. “We also retained 
the boundary wall which involved re- 
pointing and laying a new course on 
top. It would have been more 
economical to have knocked it down.” 

The company, which has links with 
the World Wide Fund for Nature, also 
uprooted mature trees from another 
demolition site and replanted them at 
Earlsfield. Brown land, which accounts 
for 75 per cent of Laing’s building sites 
- land which the Government is keen 
to see developed - offer a potentially 
rich supply of salvage. The London 
Yellow stock bricks from the joinery 
factoiy were sold for re-use, the hand- 
made clay tiles went to Wales for use in 
old buildings and the roof timbers, 
joists and floorboards went io a 
Nottingham furniture manufacturer. 

Laing Homes is, of course, not alone 
in believing that environmental issues 
are of importance to purchasers. 
Redrow Homes, in its development in 
the grounds of a psychiatric hospital on 
the fringes of Warrington, took its first 
step towards mingling new build with 
the refurbishment of the old. All the 
bricks, ridges, chimney post, finials, 
window frames and tiles from 
outbuildings were used to restore those 
parts of the hospital they were 
keeping. While at Marine Gate. 
Southsea - which featured the 
refurbished Eastney Barracks - 
Redrow used parts of the demolished 
drill hall such as the steel columns to 
create new entrance canopies leading 
into the barracks. In the grounds, new 
mews- and courtyard -style houses were 
built in replica materials. 
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Paul Edmonds is putting his Fulham family home on the market - he hopes to see 100 per cent return on his decorating investment 

Spit, polish and sell 

How far should you go in redecorating for the market? By Penny Jackson 


I n a climate where a London agent 
can take on a thousand buyers in 
three weeks, but only 27 houses, 
there would seem to be little for the 
vendor to do. On the face of it, circ- 
ulating the details and awaiting the 
stampede should be their most onerous 
task. Yet a grubby, worn-out house still 
has to be pretty special if it is to reach 
the full asking price. Most people are 
prepared to get out the paintbrush for 
the weekend, but how far should they go, 
and is it sensible to spend money on a 
house about to go on to the market? 

Paul Edmonds is about to sell his Ful- 
ham family house, which was looking very 
sad. Two children, two dogs and a divorce 
had not left much time for running 
repairs and when the house first went on 
the market early last year the response 
was not encouraging. Now it is to be 
relaunched as a rather different creature. 
“One of the first things I did was to put 
in a new bathroom. I was toid thai a house 
this size needed another. I have had some 
damp seen to, a new roof put on the hay 
and all the front elevation done." says 
Paul. “It did look a bit of a wreck, half 


stripped, with paint peeling off. It also 
used to be pink; now it is magnolia/ 

It is over the use of colour that P&ul 
Edmonds has had to swallow hardest. In 
order to have the widest appeal he has 
neutralised his taste. As a London hair- 
dresser with his own Knighisbridge salon, 
he uses colour, shapes and textures to 
create a particular atmosphere, just as he 
did in his home. 

“It was a bit of a ‘designciy’ house. The 
agent used the phrase ‘niche market’. We 
have a green kitchen with bare plaster 
walls. There arc wavy wooden doors 
between the dining and sitting rooms, 
which she called ‘interesting’, i have 
changed colours such as soft purple and 
pale oyster pink to beige. I stuck with the 
lilac walls and curtains in a reception 
room, though, because it docs look good. 
I am not sure whether to go as far as 
replacing the boiler.” 

One lesson Paul claims to have 
learned for life is that adulter-free house 
is a joy to live in. “My daughters are on 
their third clear-out. It is painful, hut I 
shall keep a beady eye on duller from 
now on. The house looks so spacious/ 


He has even brought the principles of 
ftngsliui, the ancient Chinese science of 
organising your space for the best energy 
flow, to bear on the buyers. “There are 
no sharp edges as you enter the house, 
just a curved shelf and a curved mirror. 
I am using mirrors to give a sense of 
space and light/ 

It may be a little laie to crcare a wel- 
coming home by putting the right things 
in the right place, but most vendors can 
take simple measures to set their homes 
above the ordinary. Rebecca Read of 
Cluuons has no doubt that buyers can be 
seduced at first sight - in her words, they 
should have their heartstrings tweaked. 
The trouble is that they are just as likely 
to stumble into darkened rooms with 
unmade beds and a kitchen full of dirty 
plates, as into a sweet-smelling nest. 

“I have been known to make a bed and 
tidy up myself. It is amazing how many 
people leave the curtains closed and the 
place in a mess. And most houses smell 
of something. There’s nothing like a 
good scented candle/ 

There are some standard things to do. 
she says, which cost nothing. Clean the 


windows and lake down the net curtains 
- they make a room look as though it has 
its eyes shut. Box up all the clutter and 
children's toys; clean the carpets and 
sweep the garden. Even at this time of 
the year there is no need for miserable- 
looking pots with dead plants. Some- 
times, spending a little money is wise. 

“A diem who had been unable to sell 
his home in Victoria Square, behind 
Buckingham Palace, took it off the 
market before Christmas to smarten it 
up.” Rebecca Read continues. “He did 
an amazing jnh in the hall with smart wall- 
paper and a dado rail, and put a slatted 
blind over a window that had a dismal 
view. The pn >perty has sold within weeks 
for the lull asking price of £550.000. 

Giles Underhill, manager of Foxtons, 
Battersea, advises that the stronger the 
market, the less you will get for your 
efforts, heeause people are happy to 
secure almost any property. He also 
warns that if you fiddle around for a few 
months in a rising market, you could find 
that prices have risen by 5 per cent. “If 
everything is lovely, but you haven’t got 
round to fitting a new bathroom suite. 
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then do it, and the house can be sold as 
immaculately presented and priced 
accordingly. But if you have a tired fam- 
ily home with dinosaurs scribbled on the 
walls, then it is not worth doing anything. 
We sold a house in Clapham for 
£420.000, beautifully fitted out by a 
developer. The buyer didn’t like it, and 
threw everything out.” 

Mr Underhill does make the point that 
it is worth spending money on flatsilikely 
to attract first-time buyers. It is usually 
easier for them to arrange a mortgage for 
an extra £10,000 than it is to find £5,000 
in cash to smarten it up. 

Country houses can also benefit from 
some pre-sale cosmetic treatment. For a 
start, the agents John D Wood suggest 
a fresh load of gravel would make the 
drive appealingly crunchy. They also sug- 
gested recently to a client in Winchester 
that his bilious pink house might be a bit 
of a sticking-point. When nicely beiged, 
it sold within 10 days. 

Meanwhile back in London Paul 
Edmonds is setting about choosing an 
agent. He expects to see 100 per cent 
return on his decorating expenses. 
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Services 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
j monthly, In your Irwj copy leta- 
phone (0181) 947 1834 


Overseas Property 


FRENCH PROPERTY 
EXHIBITION ^ 

3 1ST JANUARY - 2ND FEBRUARY 1997 

FRI. 1 1 .00 AM TO 7.00 PM. SAT. 10.00 AM TO 6.00 PM. SUN. 10.00 AM TO 5.00 PM 

THE EXHIBITION CENTRE, NOVOTEL, I SHORTLANDS, 
HAMMERSMITH, LONDON W6 

Organised bv FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
2a Lambion Rrud, London SW20 0LR. Telephone: 0IM 944 5500 
BR1TAINS BIGGEST A BEST EXHIBITIONS FOR HOMES IN FRANCE 


Overseas Property 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call the 

Property Team 
on 0171 
293 2343/2302. 


Why waif to move TBYKS 
house to pay less for JjjJJ 
buildings insurance? p ^ 

El Home Insurance rn 
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SPANISH DREAMS 

ALMERA+^r 


The Real Spain 
FVJCAS. FARMHOUSES. 
COUNTRY, VILLAGE AND 
TOWN HOUSES: 
FROM ONLY £4,000 
New LakB3de VBlas from 
£55,000 me. pW. 

Full information pack from: 
WESSEX HOMES IEUROPE) 

01323 733320 


Don't miss our 
‘Move or 
Improve’ 
feature on 
Saturday 
1st February. 
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L BUYING ABROAD? 


The spring overseas property exhibition at: 

Th ® Cumherlond Hotel, X 

Marble Arch, London W1 N 

Friday 7th Saturday 8th, Sunday 9th February 1997 

. FREE 

INTERNATIONAL °*7i 735 8184 ^^ 
PROPERTY SHOW 
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Home and away at the Archers 

Rosalind Adams is on the move on-air and off. By Rosalind Russell 

T he lowing of -40 Friesians isn’t 
«i sound commonly heard 
across the soot capped peaks of 

□Orth Londnn ITnlncc nf 


T he lowing of -40 Friesians isn’t 
a sound commonly heard 
across the soot capped peaks of 
north London. Unless, of 
course, it comes from the radios of 
Archers fans tuning in for the next fix. 

Swapping a terraced house with 
hankie-sized garden in the city for an 
old farmhouse in the country is an 
enduring fantasy. Eavesdropping on 
the village gossip in The Archers pro- 
vides only a vicarious thrilL Many of the 
actors who appear in the long-running 
radio soap - it's 46 years old this 
month - actually live the life, in pretty 
cottages around Stratford within easy 
reach of the BBC s Pebble Mill studios 
in Birmingham. 

Not Rosalind Adams. As Game 
Grundy, she faces the threat of eviction 
from Grange Farm. Ambridge, along 
with husband Eddie, and being cruelly 
parted from her old Rayburn. As her- 
self, she lives in London but would 
dearly like to move to the country. 
She’s just not sure which country. With 
her Highgate house on the market at 
£212*500 through the local agent. Ben- 
ham and Reeves, and a buyer inter- 
ested, deciding on where to live next 
has become pressing. 

“You get such a lot more for your 
money in France," says Rosalind “I 
fancied buying a house in Normandy, 
though it would make it more difficult 
to get to Birmingham for the six-days- 
a-month recording of The Archers." 

Normandy is a good bet. Prices 
there have dropped 30 per cent since 
1990, says Miles Barber, of Barbers 
Estate Agency, which specialises in 
French property. 

“There aren't masses of little cot- 
tages around” be wains, “but £100.000 
will buy a beautiful, four-bedroom 
farmhouse with an acre of land. If you 
can afford £200,000 upwards, you can 
get a baby chateau." One of the pret- 
tiest regions, says Miles, is Calvados 
country, an hour’s drive from either Le 
Havre or Caen. Unlike other areas in 
winter, it has no boring brown 
ploughed fields. The meadows and 
apple orchards are always green, dot- 
ted with creamy Charolais cows. 

Fraser Blake, who runs the 
Normandy-based property agency 
Splendid Isolation, near Bagnoles-de- 
I'Orne. claims the region is like Britain 
used to be in the Fifties. 

“It's still possible to leave your car 
unlocked, travel for days without 
encountering yob behaviour and, 
frankly, to live in peace and harmony 
with everyone you meet” 

He adds that at least 60 per cent of 
British clients mention aggressive atti- 
tudes in the UK as one of their reasons 
for moving across The Channel This is 
true for Rosalind Adams. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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She may play Carrie Grundy In ‘The Archers', but In reality actress Rosalind Adams is a city dweller looking for a place in the country juua kurtz 


“I get fed up with London and I’m wor- 
ried about crime, although nothing has 
ever happened to me," she says. “I never 
go out by myself at night unless it’s in a 
taxi. I need to be somewhere lean leave 
the back door open and not worry about 
someone coming in; where I can have a 
cup of tea in the garden in my nightie 
without neighbours seeing me; where I 
can hear the birds.” 

So far she hasn't swapped her Grange 
Farm Friesians for Charolais. despite 
having got as far as malting Jots of 
appointments with French estate agents. 


“On the morning we were to go, we 
woke up, turned on the news and 
heard the Channel Tunnel was on fire. 
So we went to Majorca instead." 

Hampshire is plan B. “I used to live 
near Winchester in a sweet little cot- 
tage opposite a mill at the end of a 
lane. I had a friend nearby who ran 
a watercress farm. My chap came 
down to visit and was horrified to find 
ice on the inside of the windows, as 
you do in the country. Where he 
comes from, in Romania, they might 
have the odd dictator, but thev do 


have efficient central heating." 

Hampshire is not cheap. Prices in 
favoured towns and villages such as 
Chawton, Odiham, Selbome and 
Alresford held stubbornly steady dur- 
ing the recession. However, for the 
price of a smart, three-bedroom Lon- 
don terrace, you can still buy a teacosy 
cottage with a thatched roof and a size- 
able garden. A typical two-bedroom 
thatched cottage will cost from 
£185,000. And you can go shopping by 
steam train. The Watercress line still 
runs between Alresford and Alton. 


Rosalind Adams is wavering. She'd 
like her chap, to keep on his London 
flat, but to come round to the idea of 
living partly in the country. An impres- 
sive linguist, she can even try per- 
suading him in Ms own language. 

“I do speak Romanian; it’s not dif- 
ficult like Slav. Thank God I didn't fall 
in love with a Bulgarian.” 

Barbers Estate Agents 0J71-221 0555; 
Splendid Isolation 00-33-2-43 03 09 21: 
In Hampshire, local agents Hill & Mor- 
rison 01256 702892 


Best of three 

weekend retreats 



Keeper's Cottage is buried in a deep, wooded 
valley in the Cotswolds, at the end of a long and 
unmade track. It was built as a gamekeeper’s 
cottage to Lypiatt Park, near Eastcombe, 
Gloucestershire. The three-bedroom stone 
cottage stands in half-an-acre of grounds. A 
stream runs through the garden where there are 
apple, plum, walnut and damson trees. In spring, 
there are masses of daffodils and snowdrops. 
The house has been recently extended to 
include a conservatory. There are other 
properties within sight, but at some distance 
away. £180.000 through Hamptons (01285 
654535). 



Gose to the water s edge, between Beaulieu 
and Bucklers Hard, lies 2 Yachtsmans Cabin. 
It's reached via a gravel track and is hidden by 
trees. The house is upside down, to take 
advantage of the view: the two bedrooms are 
downstairs; the sitting room upstairs. Sliding 
doors lead from the sitting room to a large sun 
deck, providing views of the Beaulieu river and 
woodland. Outside there’s a large sail store and 
parking for three cars. Security shutters are 
fined to every outside door and window, 
making it ideal to lock up and leave. £185.000 
through Paul Jackson (01590 674411). 



property • residential 


Hie Old Forge at Easton Royal, in Wiltshire, has 
gardens backing on to open farmland. The house 
is grade II listed, with recently replaced thatch, 
central heating and kitchen, and is dose to the 
Save make Forest. There are three bedrooms but 
one is tiny- 7ft 9in square - so would repel 
hordes of envious, would-be weekend guests. 

The sitting room has a wood4iuming stove, 
wooden floorboards and beamed ceiling. Three 
miles from Pewsey, where the high-speed train to 
Paddington takes 70 minutes. £155,000 through 
Knight Frank (01488 682726). 
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Maks a ■ aavelataatt to pay the arsa a visit aai see a skew villa. 


Care-free , desirable property and free 11 holidays , 
extra income and tax-deductible too. 

■2nd home in a top resort - jt the k'aaon - mcam capscd pin and a trcubJc-trev property. Everythin}! is dnne for 
JU. Yo« vj&i on tv reived ran it vou wish, providing a romadvrahk new vnircv m income. A hnJidav home can 


ahuhea ven anoctivc option for Dt purpwet 


European Villa Sales Ltd., 

Tel: 01223 514241 Fax: 01223 562712 


NBiJA-FOUR owners scheme 

1 Chumbera Hill the 

finest location near 
beach, views over 
sea, mountains and 
farmland. Secure 
freehold with own 
pool, fully famished, 
sat tv, etc 

£12,500 - £39,000 
OtiwrPrayg rt to r Coast/Wand New/Resale Viflas. Farms, 
Scott International, Deethurat House, Epping Road. 

' Roydon, Harlow Ess» CMl 9 5DA. 

Tel 01279 792162 

FOPDAC Member 


bamrauK. sub tadng te tan y 
owtoottig oanlBB ml sea nda 
Puerto Suttoan* ere***n 
Htofe A«53 Id naftBi Hap. 
i ctara nt s at (Ryflai Cun *97). 

£87,500 

TeL- 0171 616 3100 


Country Properly 

NR HALBO ROUGH. WILTSHIRE i 
Whig at Country Manor House to 
leL 4 Bod. Garden and Garage. 
EBOOpcm. 01672 B1D244. I 


Docklands 


1L1SKA (SEI) 


Midlands 


New Homes 


Warwick Park Court 

The fastest development from Central Homes pic. 

It » situ ted on the Warwick Road in SofihnU and amsiate rf20 apartments and 2 two bed bungalows. 
Prices range from £54,950 to £99350. 


csQe beaArt Deco style flat in 
sought after building. 
SouttfSmg garden views. 
Parking available. 

£95,000 

0973 83 00 43 tmoMel 
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CHANNEL 4 

MOVING PEOPLE 

This popular Cbnood 4 
programme a looking for people 
iq feu me in ibe noil serin. 
Whatever your dmmuuoces. if 
you'ir moving anyiime between 
now and April then ow'd love to 
hear tram yon. Pteaae call 

0171 580 8636. 


Also Available 

Henley-in- Arden - A luxury devalopment of 8 two bed apartments and 4 two bed town houses 
net wiflim an enclosed coartyarri accessed via electronic entrace gat ea , , . „ ..... 

Prices from £79,950 to £95£5Q 

The Willows, Dogge T-ann Croft, Acocks Green. Only 1 four bedroom detached bonne 
left in this exclusive oereiopment. Competitively priced at £1094J50 

Newhall THU, City Centre, Birmingham. A development of 32 apartments containing a 
mixture of one aod two beds with secure car parking. Prices from £39,950 

The Hawthorns, Hazel Avenue, Sutton Coldfield. The last two re m ainin g three 
bedroom detached houses set in a quiet secluded locatio n . Prfced at £74J50 



Auctions 


Major Property 
Auctions 

Mainly By Order of The Mortgagees 
including the Halifax Building Society 

NORTHERN 

29th J*»««ry - Hiydock Park Rscecawsr - 8839 772201 
110 Lots 

Co Durham, KorAiVatiSouih Yorkdm. Tyne A Rear. 
Lanes, Cumbria, Chad. Cheshire. NorthmtberhntL 
Gvynedd. Merseyside. Gt Manchester and Humberside 

MIDLANDS 

30tb Janaary - NEC, BjrnHngjam - 0839 772202 
30 Lots 

Shropshire, Wanrickshire, Staffs. West Midlands. Derhys, 
Satis. Leicestershire. Norfolk. Hereford A Worcester, 
Lines, Oxen tad Woreenerdure 

CiS. H Ob oahi a» tpram 
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Olfta Is Finn 0ffin. IVffi Gmc lad SaA. brfn Hm KH KD 








F4'i 


*p: : ^ so ^ 

•' V -:;4isS L & ? 


DaJViNCi 


Generously-sized loft-style M 

apartments, full of natural light. 

Fully fitted kitchens and bathrooms. 

Show apartment open weekends 11am to 3pm 
(tel:01 71-831 5868). Mid-week appointments 
through Copping Joyce. Prices from 0.65^)00. 


44 Saffron Hill, London EC1 



C/ 


COPPING 

JOYCE 


TE L : 0 J 71 - 3 59 9 777 or 0.1 71 - S36 2SSS 














Advertise your property through the Independent on Sunday’s highly 
successful Property Gallery ; a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, with 40 words 
of copy complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more Sundays you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Sunday advertisement costs £95 

2 x Sunday advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Sunday advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

Fill in the coupon below and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy 
to: The Property Team, Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 

T Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London £14 SDL 
Deadline for receipr of copy/pkoto is the Tuesday 12 days prior to Sunday paMfeatioo. Offer open to private advertisers oaljr, 
coaunerthd arfvertisiag package available on rapra. 


NR LEICESTER 



NAME...... TELEPHONE (daytime) - 

ADDRESS - - 

I require lD 2D 3HH (tick appropriate box) Sunday Advertisement(s) at a total cost of £ 

P )e*$e enclose a cheque for tW* amount payable to ‘Newspaper Publishing Pk’ or fill in your Vfsa/Access/ Anrex/Diners Club details: 

CREDIT CARD Nn l 1 1 I M 1 M 11 I > 1 1 i I II EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE 

For advice or more information please call * The Property Team 1 on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 
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Mortgage rates vs property prices 


Mortgage rata .%, propnty prices indexed 1983=100 : 
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The return of gazumping 

Are prices about to go through the roof? By Clifford Germ ^ 

M 


ortgage lenders are forecasting 
property prices will rise by 7-8 
I per cent again this yettf and 
maybe the same again in 1998- Estate 
agents are hoping prices will soar even 
faster, starting a scramble to buy which 
will drive up prices and sales volume 
and multiply the commission they esrnn. 
Forecasts of prices rising by double fig- 
ures are not difficult to find, especially 
in London and the commuter belts 
round Birmingham and Manchester. 

But the buying public still says it is 
not convinced that prices will escalate 
or that there is any need to rush to buy 
this year. A Straw poll of over 100 
potential borrowers who contacted 
First Mortgage, one of the direct- 
selling lenders, last week showed that 
they only expect properly prices to rise 
by 2 per cent this year if the Conserv- 
atives win the next election, and by 25 
per cent if new Labour wins. 

There is a certain element of wish ful- 
filment in any forecast made by bor- 
rowers. Some of them will be first-time 


buyers with no property to sell, while 
the vast majority of the others will be 
borrowers who are planning to trade up 
in the market rather than down. None 
of them wants to see property prices 
accelerating, not at least until they are 
safely on a higher rung of the ladder. 
So their scepticism is understandable. 

If they hold their nerve it suggests 
that buyers are still hoping to avoid an 
unseemly stampede and the widespread 
gazumping which will follow, at least Hi 
England and Wales. The question is, 
will they succeed in facing down sellers 
who are looking for windfall profits to 
intensity their own comfort factors. 

It is a'cruciai test of the way the hous- 
ing market will develop, this year and 
next Past experience shows that it 
prices start rising by 10 per cent a year 
or more, and property becomes more 
valuable than its cash value Uien 
gazumping will become widespread. At 
the moment it is only a local phenom- 
enon but the signs are not good. 

In the early stages of previous house 











The 6 point Election PEP pledge 


1. election protection 
S mooths out short-term volatility 

2. PROFIT SAFEGUARD 
Helps protect your gains 

3. MARKET GROWTH +40% 

Maitet growth plus an extra 40% of that rise 


4. CAPITAL SECURE . , 

If the market falls you will receive your money back 

5. TAX FREE £9,000 PEP 

Fully qualifies as both a general and singe company PEP 

6. NO TRANSFER FEE 

Switch to the Election PEP and lock-in your gains 


With the stockmarket at near record levels and a general election 
looming, share prices could be in for a bit of a rollercoaster ride. To 
avoid the financial ups and downs invest in an Election PEP from 
i^,i & General. Its unique avenging system gives your investment a 
smoother ride. 

At the end of five years, the flection PEP not only gives you 
stockmarket growth linke d to the FTSE 100 Index, it also returns a 
generous bonus of 40% of that growth. However, should the market 
have fallen, you will receive your money back. What’s more, you can 
invest up to £9,000 tax free. 


Call now for our Election PEP Manifesto, or complete the coupon 
below. But hurry. The flection PEP is only on offer until 21st 
February 1997. 

ELECTION PEP 

0500 11 66 22 

FREE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

8am to 8pm Weekdays, 9am to 5pm weekends. Quote re£ B1DJ02 

For your protection calls’ will usually be recorded and randomly monitored. 


Stockmarket growth is based on the difference between the arenge kvid of the FTSE ^ todexin »rfll&U 

This is not a parantced investment Returns depend on investments with major tnnls andbuDding socictfcs and m ^ l^^^^not^^ramccd. The benefits are 

short of those mentioned. These benefits « dependent on the investment being held for five- yew* Hie individual dreum^n^FuU written details 

based on our understanding of current taxation in the United Kingdom and Ireland and are subject ro statutory change. The value of ox relief will depen 

Legal & General [Direct ) Limited. Rcgtaercdin England No. 2*02080. Begbured Office Isnpte &Goh& 

manbers of tritich are regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO for the purposes of reco m m e n d i n g, advising on and selling life iK^arance and pnxiuco 

Internet address: http/Avww.legahand-generaLco.uk 


Post to: Legal & General (Direct) Limited, FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CF1 1YW 
Please send me details of the Legal & General Election PEE 


Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms). 
Address 


Forenames. 


Postcode. 


Tel NorHome . 


.Wbrk 


Date of Birth 


If vou already have a PEP investment please tick here □ We may telephone you to make sure information you requested has 
safely. Now and then we may tell you about other products or services offered by the Legal & General Group of companies tna 
believe may be of interest to you. If you would prefer not to receive this carefully selected information please tick here □ 

BIDJ02 
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Bryan Fisher 
on how to 
pick a PEP 
for windfalls 
from building 
society 
conversions 


Q I shall get several 
! sets of free shares 
from building societies 
converting to banks this 
year. I do not want to 
sell the shares. Can I 
simply put them into a 
personal equity plan 
(PEP) even though I 
have not actually paid 
cash for them, and if so 
how do I set about it? 

A C, Huddersfield 

A b It is certainly 

l possible to put your 
free shares from the 
building society con- 
versions into a personal 
equity plan. The Inland 
Revenue has. in fact 
even given a concession 
that these shares can be 
in addition to the normal 
annual £6.000 general 
and £3.000 single-com- 
pany PEP allowances, 
provided the shares are 
put into a PEP within 42 
days of allocation. 

There are. however, 
other rules which you 
have to be careful not to 
break. You are only 
allowed to use the 
services of one PEP 
manager per financial 
year. Thus if you already 
have either a single- 
company or general PEP 
the same manager has to 
be used. However, not 
all managers are able to 
provide this facility. This 
will need to be clarified 
therefore with the plan 
manager. 

The individual build- 
ing societies converting 
will offer their own 
single-company PEP 
plans but if you have 
more than one set of 
shares then you will have 
to use a manager who 
can handle both unit 
trusts and shares under a 
PEP wrapper. If you 
have made no previous 
PEP arrangement in the 
1996/97 tax year then 
obviously you must 
consider the package 
that will be offered by 
the building society you 
are an investor in or 
borrowing member of. 
The charging structure 

is the only concern when 
selecting a suitable plan 
manager for your single- 
company PEP. This is 
very different from a 
general PEP where there 
is a fund to manage, and 
the performance of the 
manager is a more 
important factor. 
Therefore make sure 
you shop around to 
locate the cheapest 
company for the shares 
you wish to PEP. 

All the building 
societies converting will 
send details of how to 
pm your shares into a 
PEP before the shares 
are issued. If you need 
guidance on the PEP 
managers able to accept 
additional single 
company shares you 


should consult your 
independent financial 
adviser, as there are 
several to choose from 
and the charges vary. 

On a more general 
note, I would advise you 
to seek professional 
advice and discuss the 
merits of holding direct 
equities, especially in 
companies such as 
Halifax PLC. This 
discussion will ideally 
examine the tax 
implications (income 
and capital gains) to you 
personally. Also, as you 
are aware, the price of 
equities can fall as well 
as rise and you therefore 
have to appreciate fully 
the risks involved. 

Having said that, 
certainly the institutional 
demand for these 
equities will no doubt be 
veiy strong. 

Halifax shares are 
likely to enter the FTSE 
100 fairly high up and 
will no doubt perform 
weli, as other financial 
institutions have done of 
late. 

There will certainly be 
plenty of activity within 
the market this year with 
the conversion of 
Halifax, Northern Rock, 
Woolwich and Alliance 
& Leicester. It is 
estimated that the share 
value of just these four 
institutions will top the 
£20bn mark. No doubt 
many people will choose 
to take the money and 
run, which will give a 
short-term injection of 
the “good old feel-good 
factor”. 

By the turn of the 
century there will be 
many more building 
societies following a 
similar path. I would 
suggest therefore, if you 
have spare funds 
following the current 
crop of share allocations, 
it may still be worth 
speculating on who is 
likely to be next. With 
this in mind I would 
suggest Lbat you place a 
deposit with a broad 
spread of building 
societies in your own 
high street. * 

As with all 

investments do not put 
all of your eggs into one 

basket. But make sure 
you choose an account 
that qualifies you as a 
member and bear in 
mind some societies 
accept members with as 
kttleasflOO;othe I5 5 
have raised the 
minimum qualifying 
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T he Jady herself may have 
quietened down, but Lhe rip- 
pies from the Nicola Horlick 
affair are clearly still spreading. 
Ten days after the fund manager's 
melodramatic walk -out from Mor- 
gan Grenfell Asset Management, 
the issues raised by her going arc 
a long way from being resolved. It 
has been a riveting spectacle for 
those outside the City, but it is not 
the kind of thing that docs the rep- 
utation of the investment man- 
agement industry any good at all. 

In a business where discretion is 
unsurprisingly held at a big pre- 
mium, her extravagant behaviour, 
galumphing off to Germany' to 
confront her bosses with the 
world’s media in tow, seems to rep- 
resent a quite remarkable lapse in 
judgement for someone with so 
successful a career behind her. 

So bizarre, in fact, do her antics 
seem that some of her counterparts 
at ot her companies were even ques- 
tioning this week whether she can 
still be in her right mind. Of course, 
in a way that is a convenient 
response. Many of the questions 
her departure raises are ones that 



affect the whole industry, not just 
a single besieged Arm. It suits the 
rest of the industry to cast her, if 
they can, as a loose cannon. 

The key questions for investors 
are: where does her departure 
leave Morgan Grenfell in the 
investment management business? 
Is any fund manager, however 
good, worth the kind of money she 
was said to be earning? And is the 


‘It is too easy for 
“star" managers 
to start believing 
their own 
publicity and 
forget they are 
in a service 
business where 
the client should 
come first 1 

emergence of a ‘‘star” system in 
fund management really an appro- 
priate development, given the 
nature of the business? 

As far as Morgan Grenfell is con- 
cerned, the jury is still out. Coming 
so soon after the Peter Young dis- 
aster, Deutsche Bank faces an 
uphill struggle to hold its business 
together. Although the rest of Mrs 
Horlick's team arc said to.be Joyal 


One big money machine 


Grawthof mstflutkirai funds 


600 



to the firm, and its recent perfor- 
mance record remains good, it will 
require a large marketing effort to 
convince pension fund trustees and 
potential clients that the business 
has not been terminally damaged. 

Morgan Grenfell has done 
exceptionally well in pension fund 
management and its unit trust per- 
formance was improving until the 
wheels came off its European fund 


last summer. The strength and 
weakness of its asset management 
business is that it has grown so 
rapidly. It only moved into fund 
management in the 19S0s. Rather 
than grow its own fund managers, 
it has built a strong market position 
by buying in established names. In 
tbat sense, it is the Newcastle 
United, not the Liverpool, of the 
modem money management game. 

Unlike, say, Schraders or 
Mercury Asset Management, which 
have mostly grown their own stars 
and tried to bind them in for the 
long term. Morgan Grenfell has 
much shallower roots than its com- 
petitors. After its succession of 
recent mishaps, there have to be big 
question marks over its manage- 
ment competence and its opera- 
tional culture. It will be some time 
before it wins any more new clients. 

The question of an individual 
fund manager's worth is rather 
easier to answer. As my chan 
shows, institutional fund manage- 
ment has grown so fast in the past 
IS years that it has become a very 
lucrative business indeed (and one, 
incidentally, where Britain has 


happily established a genuinely 
strong competitive advantage). 
Helped by Lhe rampant bull market, 
assets under management have 
grown six-fold in real terms since 
19S0, according to an official report 
thi s month. Fund managers' earn- 
ings now contribute roughly 0.4 per 
cent to the country's GDP. 

It is a fiercely competitive busi- 
ness where performance counts 
for nearly everything. Any firm 
that has a good track record over 
three years or more can expect to 
win a big chunk of any new business 
that comes along. Fund manage- 
ment firms are paid on a percent- 
age of the assets they manage, so 
any genuinely outstanding individ- 
ual can - just as now happens in 
football - command a veiy high 
personal income and still be worth 
employing. 

So if Mrs Horlick was as good a 
fund manager as she has been 
made out to be. then it is quite easy, 
in strictly economic tenns, to justify 
the £lm or so a year she is reported 
to have been paid. Was she that 
good? By all accounts, quite prob- 
ably'. Bui the vast majority of fund 


managers do not outperform the 
market as a whole over more than 
a three to five-year period, and a 
large number quite sensibly do not 
even try very hard to do so. 

As long as the demand for out- 
performance is there, then the 
“star" system in fund management 
is bound to persist. It is the market- 
place at work. Nobody can quibble 
with that But It is all too easy for 
“star" managers to start believing 
their own publicity and forget that 
they are In a service business where 
the client should always come first. 
As Barings discovered, strong 
brand names in this field are hard 
won, bur easily lost. 

The other point is that the line 
between relative success and rela- 
tive failure in this business, perhaps 
more than any other, is gossamer 
thin. Luck, as well as skill, has a big 
part to play in iL Warren Buffett, 
the great US investor, says that 
fund management is 75 per cent 
marketing and only 25 per cent gen- 
uine performance. In their differ- 
ent ways, Mrs Horlick and Morgan 
Grenfell may have rediscovered, to 
their cost, how very true that is. 


Getting mileage 
from company cars 

Christine Murphy examines the benefits 


On the road: comparative costs 


VT 



1995/96 

1994/95 

1993/94 

1992/93 


Tax on coMpaqy cars [BMW 520} 

OstjHfce~ £21 ,020 x 23.33% x 40% => £1,962 tax 

1st price = ■ £20,150 x 23.33% x 40% = £1,681 tax 

scale Charge = .£4,800 x 40%- £1,920tax 

scale charge £4,440x40% » £1,776 tax 

Ruining costs of a private car 

Finance cost 20% • £4,000 ' 

Depreciation ; £8,000 

Running costs (servicing .tyres) £1,680 

Fuel - V ;- • ••. £2.448 

licence" w V. ... £270 

Insurance . c £800 ." 

M'y-: • : i . - ■ ~ . £125 . • • • 


Total costs - 

sxijm.. 

Less costs recovered 

■ (1.600 x2x61p) (£1,952) - 

Told cost over 2 years 

’ £15,371 v. 

Cost per annum 

£7,685 

Grass up for tax at 40% 

(x 1 00/80- ■ ■ £12*09 ... 

> Less income tax on company ear £2343 . f 

Excess cost of private car 

£9.866 RAJ 



T he days when a com- 
pany Jagwas the perfect 
tax-free benefit are long 
gone. Some employees now 
think they are more trouble 
than they are worth, even 
though more than 60 per 
cent of company car drivers 
say they are happy to con- 
tinue with them . 

However, things may be 
changing. The number of 
companies offering the 
choice of cash instead of acar 
rose from 37 per cent in the 
tax year 1994/95 to 54 per 
cent in 1995/96. Taking cash 
to buy your own car is now a 
viable alternative. 

The main cost of a company 
car is the income tax charged 
on the assumed value of the 
benefit you receive, which in 
turn depends on the age and 
value of the car and how much 
of the mileage is genuinely on 
company business. 

The Inland Revenue’s cur- 
rent rules require the benefit 
ro be taxed in full if drivers do 
less than 2^00 miles a year on 
business. Above 2^500 miles 
and up to 1 8,000 rnDes, which 
covers the vast majority of 
company car users, the tax- 
able benefit is estimated at 
23.33 per cent of the list price 
and the driver is taxed on this 
at his or her marginal rate. 

Insurance charges are usu- 
ally paid by the company and 
are included in the taxable 
value of the car itself, and fuel 
for business use is tax-free but 
the assumed value of any free 
fuel you use for private motor- 
ing is taxable. 

Despite the tax charges, 
many are still attracted by the 
fact that you do not have ro 
spend your own money or get 
a loan to buy a car. When your 
car is off the road after an 
accident, a replacement car 
may be offered free of charge 


and the insurance is included. 
Many company car users 
drive a more luxurious car 
than they would if it was pri- 
vately owned. 

In order to decide whether 
to take a company car or take 
cash and buy your own car 
you need to know not just the 
taxable benefit on a company 
car. You also need to reckon 
up bow much it costs to buy 
and run a private car which 
you can also use for work and 
how much your employer will 
contribute to help you. 

Obvious costs of private 
motoring include deprecia- 
tion, ie cost price less current 
resale value, on the value of 
the vehicle you purchase; and 
interest on any money you 
borrow or the interest you 
give up by using your own 
money to buy the vehicle. 

They also include the cost 
(and hassle) of replacing 
items such as tyres, the MOT 
insurance, fuel, oD, servicing, 
the tax disc, and membership 
of a breakdown service. 


• In the table we have esti- 
mated the annual costs for an 
employee who owns a BMW 
car (series 520) tbat is occa- 
sionally used for business 
purposes as £9,866. We have 
assumed it is resold after two 
years for £16,000, the average 
annual mileage is 12,000, of 
which business use is 1,600. 
The car is bought with a per- 
sonal loan of £20,000, esti- 
mated to cost £4,000 over a 
two-year period Brel costs 
average 60p per litre and the 
car does 30 miles per gallon. 
Insurance is estimated at 
£400 per annum. Servicing 
costs are estimated at Ip per 
mile. Against this the 
employer pays Fixed Profit 
Car Scheme mileage 
allowance of 61p per mile. 

Of course your employer 
may offer extra salary, 
business mileage payments 
or a loan to buy a private car. 
All of these have tax impli- 
cations, however, and need to 
be structured in the most tax 
efficient way. 


A survey c£41 random com- 
panies showed that cash alter- 
natives varied according to the 
size of the company and their 
motives in offering a cash 
alternative. Larger companies 
paid between £8,290 and 
£11,166. Medium companies 
offered £5,820-£9,600, and 
smaller companies even less, 
between £4,200 and £8,968. 

As our table shows, 45-50 
per cent of the capital cost is 
required so the employee is 
no worse off. Any rates below 
that show the varying degrees 
of determination by the com- 
pany to encourage the cash 
option. 

The choice very much 
depends on the assumptions 
you have made regarding the 
level of business mileage 
which you expect to drive, the 
level of private mileage; and 
the effect of buying a slightly 
cheaper model or alder car if 
you provide your own car. 
Christine Murphy is a tax 
specialist at Coopers & 
Ly brand (01895 2 73333). 


Are you paying too much tax? 

The Government gives you a full tax-free allowance 
when you save £25 a month with a friendly society 


10 reasons to start saving from 
£10 a month with Homeowners: 

t Tax-free investment growth potential 
2. lax-free lump sum payout 


Si 



3. Growth potential of the stock marita. 

4. Life cover up to £2250 induded. 

5k Deal dreedy with a reputable organisation. — O 

& Invest wth confidence - around 
£570000000 already managed. 

Z Free gift: Maries & Spencer voucher. 


sfimSne phone or luggage set. 


St 



8. Statutwy T4 day money-back guarantee ESI 

9. Free tefonnation pack (no obligation) a 

ZL Free Sheafler pen just for enquiring Q 


TAX 

FREE 

SAVINGS 


FREE SHEAFFER PEN 
FOR ALL ENQUIRERS 

When you start saving you will 
automatically be given life cover up to 
£2250. NO MEDICAL REQUIRED. 
You'll also have a choice of FREE GIFT - 
a £10 Marks & Spencer gift voucher, a 
slimline phone or 2-piece luggage set 

For more information call 


freefone 0800 210270 


or return the coupon below to: 
Homeowners Friendl? Society 
Limited, FREEPOST, Moorfield 
Road, Yeadon, Leeds LSL9 7YY. 


S ave with a Friendly Society and there's no 
tax to pay on any investment growth. Thar's 
because Friendly Societies have special tax-free 
mn»s dating back over 100 years. And there's no tax 
to pay when you receive your lump sum after a 

minimum oftBl years. 

Choose to save £10, £15, £20 or £25 a month for 10 years or 
more for each member of your family (under 75 years). It's an ideal 
financial top-up in retirement; a starter savings scheme for children; 
or simply a way to build a very useful tax-free cash sum. 

It's a savings plan you can hold provided you have not 
already reached your tax-free limit In fact many savers hardly 
notice the outlay. And wich Homeowners' financial experts you can 
enjoy the growth potential of the stock market which over the 
longer term has out performed Building Society deposits. Please 
remember that the value of stock market based investments can fall 
as well as rise and you may not get 
back what you invest - unlike 
deposits where capital is secure. 

When you start saving for your 
future with the Friendly Society 
Savings Plan your money will be 
placed in the Homeowners Great 
British Companies fund. You'll be in 
good company - Homeowners 
Friendly Society is a mutual society 
and manages around £570,000,000 
for its 2054300 members. 
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REPLY NOW -ONLY 
AVAILABLE FROM 
A FRIENDLY SOCIETY 


YOUR 

FREE 

GUIDE 


YES, 


Please sevd he my free guide 

atom tax-free friendly society uvftqp and my 

free Shaaffer pen. 





W 


MoS this coupon to; PX 

Home owners Friendly Sooett Louted 
Freepost Moqrfieed Road 
Yeadon, Leeds L519 7YY 


PUASEWT0T1! I miAxi I 

THIS REP. NO. I F1N434 | 
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Homeowners Friendly Society 

CARING, TRUSTWORTHY. FRIENDLY 
Kqpibtd by to Rssxal leratmax Andxnqr&r tofenwa tutfooB 


Call freefone 0800 210270 
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PENSIONS 
MADE SIMPLE 

24 hours a dav 7 davs a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without luss 


0345 6789 10 

or Li Ik to vour 1 rule pc ruicn t Financial Adviser 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


For 


your protection, your 


calls, to Scottish Widows may be recorded. Information or advice will only be provided on Scottish Widow* products. Issued by Scottish Widows’ Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 



* 
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Find out why 
pension plans are 
not all the same. 


Perhaps you think that ail pension plans are the same. If 
you do, then you would be making a big mistake. Here are 
some of the reasons why you should consider an Equitable 
Pension Plan. 

The Equitable Life: 

* Pays no commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business. 

• Has no shareholders. 

Our Pension Plan: 

• Lets you retire earlier or later than planned - 
without penalty. 

a Lets you vary your contributions - without 
penalty. 

* Provides hill return of fund in the event of death 
before retirement. 

So, if you would like to find out more about how The 
Equitable Pension Plan is not the same as most others, call 
us direct on (0990) 38 48 58 or send off die coupon below 
for more information by post and by telephone. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

Infofmatioritah'ke wiO only he given on Equitable group products 
Regulated by the Persons! Investment Authority 
THEE'TUIUBLELKZ FKEEftKT. T-U-IUV STCEET AYLESBim BUCnXGHAMSHDIE. HP2t 7PB 

floe The Equiublc Life. FREEPOST. Walioa Wt. AYLESBURY. Bud* HP21 7BR 
| I would irt- mnc dagifa on The Equiubic'. pension plans. I am self employed 0 
j I am on e mp l oy ee iw in x company pension scheme 0 INRA7A 

l NAME ' Mr Mn Mini 


I ADDRESS 


Tel- i Office) 
Td: i Hemet " 
Date ofBtrrh' 



Postcode 


kunkd |7b2 


»> -A]iar Ji«k 
Ik hatM 1 i. «fllHn«r 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


Best borrowing rates 


Best savings rates 



Telephone 

Food rates 

Scartorougi BS 0800 590547 
Covertly BS OSH) 126125 
Bristol £ WsstBS 0800 119955 
Variable rates 

Scarborough BS 0800590547 
Coventry BS 0800126125 
West Bromwich BS 0121525 7070 
First time buyers fixed rates 
Lambeth BS 0800225221 
FnstMfftgage 0800 080088 
Bristol & West BS 0800119955 
First time buyers variable rates 
Principality BS 012Z2 344188 
Greenwich BS 01818588212 
Northern Rock BS 0800591500 


% Rate and 

period 


Kfo Fee Incentive 
adv% 


Redemption 

penalty 


0.95 for 1 year 
4.90 to 1/1/99 
6J9fol/Vl]l 


85 

85 

90 


0.75% - 
£250 - 
£275 - 


Q.75% for I year 90 — — 

4.06% for 2 years 85 — — 

5.10% for 3 years 75 — l%adv rebated 


520 to 1/3/99 
635 to 1/4/00 

748 to 1/1/02 


95 

90 

90 


£295 - 
£295 - 
E275 — 


1 st 5 yrsr6.03% of sum repaid 
lo 1 / 1 / 02: 6 mths interest 
lb 31/12/01 : 6 mths mtsrest 

1st 5 yrs: 6.49% ot sum repaid 
1st 5 yis: 6 mtfts interest 
1 st 6 yrs: 6 % of advance 

1 st 5 yrs: fi rmtis interest 
To 1/4/03:6% of a/sbalancs 
To 31/12/02: 6mths interest 


230to 1/4/98 90 — — 

4.19% for 2 years 95 — — 

5.74% to 1/3/02 95 £295 Refund vain fee 


To 1/4/02 : discount reclaimed 
1st 5 yrs; discount reclaimed 
1st 7 yrs= 5% of sum repaid 


Telephone APR% 

Unsecured 

Northern Rock BS 0345 421421 12.9H 

Royal B of Scotland 0800 121125 14.0 

Nationwide BS via local branch 143 

Secured (second charge) 

Clydesdale Bank 0800 240024 7.8 

Royal B of Scotland 0131 523 7023 9.0 

First Direct 0345 100103 9.5 


Telephone 

Wbotwich BS 0800400900 
Alliance & Leicester 0500 959595 
Bank of Scotland 0800805805 


Ms LTV Fixed monthly payments (£3,000 over 3 years) 


Neg 

70% 

80% 


Without insurance 

£102.59 

£101.45 

£102.49 

Term 

6 mths to 25 years 
3 years to retirement 
Up to 40 years 




With insurance 
£ 112.66 
£114.78 
£113.15 

Max LTV Advance 
£3K - £15K 
£Z.5K-£100K 
£5K-neg 


Acsxnt 

Authorised 
%pm APR 

Unauthorised 

% pm 

APR 

Current 

0.84 

10.5 

2.18 

29.5 

Alliance 

0.76 

9.5 

220 

29J 

Direct Cheque 

— 11.0 

— 

26.5 




Standard 

Telephone 

Card Type 

Min 

Income 

Rate 
% pm 

APR 

% 

Annual 
• Fee 

Int free 
period 

Co-operative Bank 

0800 109000 

Advantage Visa 

— 

0.64N 

7.90N 

nil 

0 days 

RBS Advanta 

0800 077770 

Visa 

— 

0.79N 

9.90N 

nil 

56 days 

Capital One Bairit 
Gold cards 

0800 669000 

Visa 

— 

0.797N 

9.90N 

nil 

54 days 

Co-operative Bank 

0345212212 

Visa 

£ 20,000 

0.50 

lOiO 

£120 

46 days 

RBS Advanta 

0800 077770 

Visa 

£ 20,000 

0.79N 

9.90N 

nil 

56 days 

Royal 8 of Scotland 

01702 362890 

Visa 

£ 20,000 

1.05N 

14.50N 

£35 

46 days 


Telephone 


John Lewis via store 

Marks and Spencer 01244681681 
Sears via store 


Payment by direct debit 
%pm APR 

1.39 18.0 

137 24.8 

134 25.9 


Payment by other methods 
%pm APR 

139 183 

1.97 263 

230 293 


APR AmaSsed penentap rate. B*C Buhftngs and Contacts rauanre UV Loan to ra&s ASO Accident, sickness and unemployment 
E Avadalte to comp ehensw motor insurance po&jMtfers aged over 22 yean. H.- H&or nte appfies d insurance not amn&d 
N IntmhJCtoiy rate lor* tented penod. 


Afi rates subject to ctanp without notica 


Source: HQWfF ACTS 01632500677 


23 January 1997 


Telephone 

number 


Account 


Notice Off ° sft 

or term 

£100 
£5.000 
£ 10.000 
£50,000 


PortmanBS 

Bank of Scotland 
Bank of Scotland 
Direct line 

— jf* 'if Kftff; 

01202292444 
0500804804 
0500 804804 
01816671121 

Instant Access Instant 

Instant Access Savings Instant 
Instant Access Saving Instant 
Instant Savings instant 

bhm KTSS? 

Scarborou^iBS 

dSBaasRm 

0800 590578 

instant tv Post 

Postal 

Northern Rock BS 

0500505000 

Select Instant 

Postal 

Bristol & West BS 

0800901109 

Instant Postal 

Postal 

Northern Rock BS 

0500 505000 

Select Instarti 

Postal 


Interest 
interval 

fa _ 

/TC-T ... " 

"470 tor 

5 13 Month 

5 60 Month 

5.75 


ChaiseaBS 
Fwst National BS 
Northern Rock BS 
Leeds S Hotoeck BS 


Kteinwort Benson 
Investec Bank (UK) 
Halifax BS 
Chelsea BS 


0800.132351 
0500 505000 
0500505000 
0113 225 7777 

0800317477 
0171 6260879 
01422335333 
0800717515 


POST-tel 20 
30 Day Notice 
Select 60 
Postal Bonus 


£ 1.000 

£5,000 

£25,000 

£50.000 


20 day P £5.0® 

30 day P MO- 000 

80 day P 5W- 000 

30/4/98 P £10,000 


HfCA 

HJCA5000 
Asset Reserve 
Classic Postal 


Instant £2-500 
Instant £5,000 
Instant E 10.000 

Instant £10,0K)^_ 


Norwich & Petertxxwigi 01733 391497 Fixed Rate Bond 

Prudential Banking 0800 000222 Feted Rate Savings 

Nationwide BS 0800302010 Fixed Rato Bond 

Country BS 0345 665522 Fuad Rate Bond 

Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 Fixed Rate TESSA 


NatWest Bank 
Investec Bank (UK) 
West Bromwich BS 


0800 200400 Fixed Rate TESSA 
0171 626 0879 
0990 143668 

J»tH£S®fv®5»jps.5S. 

faj .sw vb*+!i *bSLw*-iftsi 

Sun Banking Corporation 01438 744505 Food Rats TESSA 

NatWest Bar* 0800 200400 Fixed Rate TESSA 

National Counties BS 01372 747771 

West Bromwich BS 0990 143668 

Frrratcial Assurance 0181 3803388 


1 Year £500 

16 Month £10.000 

2 year £ 1.000 

30/11/99 £1.000 

5 yBars £8,575 

5 years £5,000 

5 years £9,000 

5 years £250 

5 years £9,000 

5 years £5,000 

5 years £9,000 

5 years E250 

re •EK-tP-SW 




Pinnacle Insurance 
Pinnacle Insurance 
Financial Assurance 
Fumade insurance 


0181 207 9007 
0181 207 9007 
0181380388 
0181 207 9007 


IBS® 


N’castie Bank Gfiiraitar 00 350 76168 Nova Access 
Northern Ftock. Guem 01481 714600 Offshore 30 
Alliance & Leicester int 01624 663566 Fixed Rate Bond 
Northern Rock. Guem 01481 714600 Millennium Bond 






1 year 

2 year 

3 years 

4 years 

5 years 

Instant 
30 day 
2 tear 
1 / 1/00 


6.00 tor 
6.35 tor 
6.35 tor 
6.45 tor 


6.05 tor 
6.30 tor 
6.50 tor 
700 Maturity 


520 Month 

5^5 Month 

4^5 Oviarter 

4.50 ... to f ..... : 
675 F Maturity 

7 05 F Maturity 

7.Z5F tear 

7.30F Year 


7.50F tear 

7 . 45 F Year 

7.20 tor 

7.00 Year 

jj.\ • • 

7.50F tor 

7.45F tear 

7.20 Year 

7.00 Year 


5.30FN tear 
5.90FN tor 
5.95FN tor 
6.30FN tor 
6.40FN Year 


£5.000 
£3,000 
£3.000 
£ 20.000 
£3.000 

£25.000 
£ 10.000 
£ 10.000 
£ 10.000 


6.30 Year 

6.55 tear 

7 10F tear 
7.50F tear 


Investment Accounts 


1 month 

£20 

£500 

£25.000 

Income Bonds 


3 months 

£2,000 

£25.000 

Capital Bond 

Senes J 

5 years 

£100 

Fwst Option Bonds 


12 months 

£1.000 

£20.000 

Pensioners G’teed Income Bond 

Senes 3 

5 year 

£500 

NS Certificates (tax-free) 

43rd issue 

5 year 

£100 


9th Index finked 

5 year 

£100 

Cfi Wren's Bond 

Issue H 

5 year 

£25 


4.75 

5.25 
5.50 
600 

6.25 
6 65F 
6.00F 
6.25F 
7.00F 
5.35F 
2.50-rjM 
6.75F 


tear 

Year 

tear 

Month 

Month 

Maturity 

tear 

tear 

Month 

Maturity 

Maturity 

Maturity 


P post only F fixed ate 

N net rate A AJhnthdrawats subfectat30djy toss of interest 

AH rates are shown gross and are subject to change without note Source. MONEYFACTS 0/68? 500677 


23 January 1997 
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Total Tetum smee launch on 7/2/9$ 

■ Potential for long term 
growth in capital and income 

■ Benefit from Norwich Union’s 
investment expertise 

■ Up to £ 12,000 per couple 
may be invested in general 
PEPs peT tax yeaT 

i to 17/1/97 


Jfohqrn the C^wn or Gdl 0345 T3> 83 93 (focal can rates), quoting reference "4IN03” today 

' ‘ r * : r' < '■ 'J*, 


M‘y - * i.v‘* ;^mipiefo friUodc capitals and post to; 

ff V: :i “ V r •; FREEPOST ANC 4247, 


Norwich NR1 3BR. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


Initials 


Surname 


4JN03 


Address 


Postcode 


Daytime tel no 


Evening tel no 


Data that you provide may be used 
by Norwich Union group companies, 
your rinandal adviser or other 

relevant organisations (or marking 
purposes nidi as mariiet research 

and Contacting you regarding your 
future insurance and Investment 
needs. For your protection all 
telephone calls will be reconlefLIlie 
value of and income from PEPs may 
fafr and you may not get hack (he 
amount Invested. 




D 

NORWICH 

UNION 

No one protects more. 


For the Balanced income Trust the annual 
management charge is deducted from 
capital as income is the key objective. 

7he potential for capfiai growth is 
therefore reduced by the amount of 
the annual charge. 

Information/advice offered will only 
relate to Norwich Union products. 
References to UK taxation are to levels 
and reflets currently available and are 
subject to change and an individuals 
c hc umalames- 




HEALTHCARE 


PENSIONS 


Norwich Union Portfolio Services Limited is regubted by the Personal Investment Authority and by IMRO ■ 


MJN 

The Best Choice 
For The Latest 
Technology 
Service & Value 



MIN high performance systems based on IBM P166+ 
processors and new systems based on Intel Pentium’ 
processors with 

MMX™ Technology 

M« high performance systems feature the latest Intel 
166MHz Pentium' processors with MMX™ technofe© and 
h#r speed IBM P166+ processors to provide you with the 
ultimate performance. These systems include 32Mb EDO 
RAM. fast 33.6 modems, large 15’ or 17" screens, fast 
2-lGb hard disks and foil-feature 8 speed multimedia. Our 
higtest performance P166+ TX model also includes 
Soundblaster 32 wavetable sound. ATI SDRAM graphics, 
512k burst cache and premium speakers. 



M»+ Modal 

■ 

■ 2.1G6HD 

■ 25f» 

• 33 6 Modern 

■ t 1172“„, 

"998 

+VAT 

PU6MX Model 

• 32tflBRAJJ 

• 2JG0HD 

■ ?S&Cocfte 

■ 13 6 Modem 

*1395“„ 

1188 

+VAT 

P1S8+ TX Model | 

- 32Mb RAM 1 

■ MGa HD 

• 51* Come i 

■ 33 6 Mown 

‘1442”. 

1228 

+VAT 


17~ S creen models are £235 I £2 DO + VAT) extra. 

MJN Offers End 31st January 


SSiS "** « ■*— » 10 



*31*111 fen iv j*; ; 


MJN Muttfcmxfia MT 

Intel 168MK: Renaum processor wftti MMX” TechnotaS' 

(P166MX moda) or 6x36 P166+ processor manufactured by 
IBM (P1B6+ and P166+ TX modeisl 
« 32Mb EDO RAM. (Remember a 32Mb P166+ system yields far 
better performance than a 16Mb P200 system) 

<• 3.1GO en ha nced IDE hard disk 
■= 33.6 V34+ BAST ntBmal modem 

* S speed CD-ROM drwe 

•> 15'orir SVGA 0-28dp screens 

< 256Kpipefne buret cache 

■> 64-tK inte^sed gaphics fuses upto 2Mb system RAM) 

< 16-t*tssaeo sound 
i PCJoysoch 

® Twii stereo speaker ^stem 

* 7 bay mull lower case 

- standaid ports bidudmg PS/2 mouse. 2 fast serial, paralel and 
joystick 

o 3 S" floppy drive, PS2 mouse and 105 keytoad 

P166+ TX model also contains 512k pipefine bust cache, 
Soun*bster32 wavetabte sound card, AH 7W> SDRAM 
graphics, premium 15w speakere and microphone 


Software 

• Microsoft Windows 95 

■ Quicken v5multimedia CD fin*x»na* 

™ todingCD^ Tities: infcpedia 

Skrxtoon, 3rt o™, 

Watar OpUoo 

' ^P 500 Stylus Colour 200 ml^et Writer £19fL58 (SU9-I-VU) 

Award Whaihig MacUoss 



MJN Ol 282 777 555 

■ W ■ ■ w Telephone sates lines are open Monday -Friday 9.00am -7.00pm. Satmdsw — 

MJN Technology Limited. Gramnlta House. Blackburn Rd, Simonstone. Bum ley. Lancs. BB12 7GT. th num b3tUrd3y 9 -0° arn - 5.00pm 
*l»»satt«fcilBhcrr'E3S+w; 777 535. F» 01282 77 on 4a 

Lw arer apinmaart GgoaapiUnvAa'aDHMv *' B 1A oar- ^ ~*‘ , ™*aBBPmK»Y »^ nL p oa 

iWteFWuct5^»vr«««>«(mooimrf»ctire-.(«^^joa»a>Ra«a 

■ — rag ■ 
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A different class of bond 

Damien Hirst’s agent has bought into Tracey Emin. Should you? By John Windsor 


W ould you buy a £150 bond from 
this woman? The City-style pin- 
stripe jacket she is wearing 
belongs not to her but to a friend and she 
has a hangover, having spent the night 
at the dogs in Catford then at a party that 
lasted until 3am. 

This is Tracey Emin. artisL The lim- 
ited issue of 150 bonds — her second in 
two years - consists of five-minute video- 
tapes showing her and her father splash- 
ing about in the sea off Cyprus. The 
“Official Bond Form” assures appli- 
cants that the videotape "concentrates 
on the beautiful things of this world" 
You can order a video, complete with 
stamped certificate - cheques payable to 
Tracey Emin - from her museum, situ- 
ated between a caff and a hairdresser's 
near Waterloo station. This is the Tracey 
Emin Museum, dedicated to the life and 
art of Tracey Emin and, according to a 
notice in the window, “the perfect place 
to grow - . 

Here, where she is chief exhibit, 
curator and cleaner, mementos of her 
childhood are for sale, such as a framed 
floral-pattern applique elephant, the 
first thing she ever sewed, aged six - so 
far unsold at £3,500. Not all the beauti- 
ful things in her world, it seems, are sexy 
enough to lure big spenders. 

The artwork that has raised most col- 
umn inches is her tent titled Everyone I 
Have Slept With. 1963-1995 . It has 96 
names sewn inside - 102 if you include 
a family of four. They include “Chris?", 
her parents and the two foetuses she had 
aborted. 

Those foetuses are a jaw-dropper in 
her stage monologues - stream-of-con- 
sciousness in which she goes on about 
her school days, sleeping with lots of 
men, getting drunk, living in squats, 
going boating with her father in Cyprus, 
and sleeping with lots of men. 

For her performance in Stockholm last 
year, she stripped naked in a room 
viewed through a spy-hole, painted pic- 
tures including one showing her being 
mounted from the rear, captioned If I 
have to be honest. I'd rather not be paint- 
ing. and pegged her bra and knickers on 
to a clothes line. 

So, fancy investing in a Tracey Emin 
Bond? Or does a unit trust, any unit 
trust, seem preferable? 

Not much doubt, is there? But con- 
sider, (and leave your investment ana- 
lyst out of this): if you had bought her 
first, issue two years ago you would by 
now have an asset worth 140 per cent 
more. Those were redeemable bonds 


costing £500, consisting of spidery 
abstract drawings on paper bearing the 
same stamp (little drawings cost £50). 
They could be redeemed for double their 
face value in Emin artworks from the 
moment of purchase - a built-in, instant 
yield. Yet ail the investors have chosen 
to hang on to them. 

The bonds have never been traded, 
which means that their market value is 
unknown, but in the past year, similar 
drawings of hers of the same size have 
risen in value from £800 to £1,200, the 
price that Jay J op ling, her agent, got for 
the two displayed at this month's Art 97 
fair in Islington. That's the Jopling of 
White Cube, leading Nineties gallerist 
and agent of Damien Hirst, shark and 
cattle pickier, who has made art by young 
Brits lucrative throughout the world. 
Jopling also got £4,750 each for Emin's 
Three pink neon signs in her scrawly 
handwriting. Kiss Me, Kiss Me, Cover My 
Body m Love. 

TTien there is her edition of 200 /fives 
d ‘artiste titled Exploration of the Soul - 
each concealing within its coy conon bag 
the snappy intro: “Just making love to 
f***/ Insanely - /And to know it doesn’t 
stop..." She sold newly published copies 
at £100 in 1994: then, as stocks dwindled, 
hoicked the price to £120, then £180, 
£200, £250, £275, £300 and now £350, the 
price of the remaining eight. She reckons 
Soul has made her more than £15,000. 

The tent, your analyst might be inter- 
ested to know, was shown in Brilliant! 
New Art From London, the ground- 
breaking exhibition of art by young Brits, 
Hirst included, in Minneapolis in 1995. 
Emin sold it recently ‘Tor thousands". 

Small wonder she has never been 
asked to redeem a bond. Among 
investors in Emin nest-eggs: Jopling 
and some of his White Cube artists - 
Timer prizewinners Damien Hirst and 
Anthony Gormley and last year's Turner 
nominee Gary Hume. 

Many investors are well-wishers - 
such as Sandy Naime, the Thte Gallery's 
director of public services, who bought 
a £50 bond (for himself, not the Thre). 
“I wanted to support her work," he says: 
T’ra also impressed by the honest and 
direct way in which she says ‘Promote 
me!’" 

And next for Emin? Why, this year's 
TUrner prize. She and three of her 
women chums, Gillian Wearing (video 
artist who once photographed herself in 
bed with three naked transvestites), 
Sarah Lucas (collagist who used to run 
an art shop with Emin), and Sam Tay- 


I or- Wood (Jopling video artist bought by 
Saatchi), are strongly tipped for nomi- 
nations. 

They have influential allies, not least 
Waldemar Januszczak. the arts writer 
who, as head of arts at Channel 4, suc- 
cessfully lobbied for the resuscitation of 
the TUrner prize after its demise in 
1990. 

Tiro months ago, be wrote: “Since the 
TUrner prize is regularly a year out of 
step, next year's shortlist will be domi- 
nated by the women artists who should 
have featured this time.” 

He named all four. You can now 
expect them to be hyped by the media 
as the female equivalent of Hirst’s brat 
pack. Januszczak has described them as 
“self-styled Bad Girls”, single urbanites 
who are ‘’pleasure-loving, tippy and aes- 
thetically wild”. 

To which Emin objects: u We’re 
women, for God's sake. I'm 34.” She has 
a dignity that is surprising in one whose 
chosen role is revealing intimacies to 
audiences of strangers. Both Januszczak 
and Jopling, who met her at a gallery 
opening during her lonely get-drunk- 
and-insult-people phase, are melted by 
her considerable charm. 

But Emin knows her art history. The 
museum devoted to herself is a devel- 
opment of comparable ventures by other 
artists such as German Dadaist Kurt 
Schwitters and Belgian conceptual ist 
Marcel Broodthaers. And in her per- 
formances she knowingly epitomises the 
artist- as- artwork, in the tradition of 
Dali, Whrhol, Gilbert and George - and 
Hxrst, whose brat-pack lifestyle is all pan 
of his reputation as an artist. 

Equally knowingly, she uses her bonds 
to fuse art with commerce - a moral and 
artistic problem that the likes of German 
junk sculptor Joseph Beuys tried but 
failed to get to grips with. “A statement?” 
I ask hesitantly. She does not object. “I 
see no reason why the spiritual and the 
material should not go together,” she 
says. “Art has become a currency.” 

Perhaps you should reach for your 
investment analyst after all. Or perhaps 
just your analyst. 

Tracey Emin Museum, 221 Waterloo 
Road, London SEJ, (0171-261 1116). 
Exhibition 7 Need Art Like I Need Gad' 
at the South London Gallery, 65 Peckham 
Road, London SE5, 16 April to 18 May. 
Small multiples, £25 -£100, are on sale at 
the Institute of Contemporary Arts book- 
shop, 12 Carlton House Terrace, London 
SW1, ( 0171-9252434 ). 


WITH SO MANY PEPS 
TO CHOOSE FROM, 
AREN’T YOU REALLY 
CONFUSED? 


PEPs. PEPs. And more PEPs. 

Where do you start? 

At the Woolwich, we are always looking for ways to help you make the 

most of your money. 

Our friendly advisers will happily 
discuss with you our three PEP options 
and which one most suits your needs. 

Our Corporate Bond PEP offers 
you the best of both worlds, a low 
risk Investment with a higher return 
than deposit- based savings, 
combined with an income option. The UK Stockmarket Fund PEP has 
excellent past performance - 103%* growth since launch. Whilst our 
International Managed Fund PEP is an ideal choice if you want a wider 
investment spread. 

Whichever you choose, ait returns wilt, of course, be 
completely tax-free. 

So visit any Woolwich branch, and we’ll be happy to give you 
further details. Alternatively, send off the coupon today or call 
us free on 0800 22 22 00 quoting ref: IGP25/L For your security, 
telephone conversations may be recorded. 
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Sex, art and videotape: Tracey Emin labels her museum *the perfect 
place to grow*. But would your Investment? photooraph: tony Buckingham 


£200 to spare 
at an auction? 


AUCTIONS IN LONDON 
Bonhams Chelsea modern and 
contemporary picture sale: Tuesday, 
Ham. An indulgence for curio-seekers 
that is easy on the pocket. Most estimates 
under £200, plenty under £100. Condition 
apart, something irresistible will leap out 
- Dick Leech's Portrait of a Cockney Lady 
perhaps (no estimate), or Two Ladies 
Digging for Ants, Kangaroo Dreaming, 
signed EmDy (est £200-£300). But you are 
unlikely to carry off Feliks Topolski’s 
charcoal-and-wash portrait of Nubar 
Gulhenkian for the come-on estimate of 
£200*£300. 

The same saleroom catalogue contains 
Tuesday's print sale, 2pm, and 
Wednesday’s sales of British ceramics, 
lOJQam, and rugs, carpets, objects and 
furniture, 1pm, in which most lots are 
estimated under £200. For better quality 
carpets try Bonhams Knightsbridge, 
Tbesday, 2pm. More cheap carpets, 
furniture, ceramics and collectables at 
Phillips Bayswater, Monday, 10am. 
Costume and textiles: Christie's South 
Kensington’s bi-monthly sale. Tuesday. 
2pm, has 70 lots of paisley and Canton 
pattern shawls. A few estimates are under 
£200, but lake aL least £300 with you. 
Curio of the week: a miniature steam 
engine with passenger-carriers and 
trestles, said by Brooks to be highly 
restorable (est £500-£700) in its sale of 
motoring spares, Thursday, noon, at SI 
Clapham Common West Side, London 
SW4. 

AUCTIONS COUNTRYWIDE 
Beanie’s, Torquay: 600 lots of artworks, 
furniture, textiles, weapons, boxes and 
caddies, clocks, scientific instruments and 
other collectables, Tuesday, 10am (01803- 
296277). 

David Lay, Penzance: Sale of furniture, 
artworks, collectables and curios. 
Furnishings include an Edwardian brass 
fender (est £40-£60). Thursday-Friday. 
10am (01736-61414). 

Computers and computerwsre: Flight 
Refuelling Social Club, Merley, 

Wim borne, Dorset, tomorrow, 11am. 
South West Computer Auctions (01934- 
733195). 

FAIRS 

World of Drawings and Watercolours: 
Ibesday-Sunday, Dorchester Hotel, Park 
Lane, London W1 (0171-411 3166; 
during fair, 0171-629 888S). 

Mammoth Antiques and Collectors: 
Leicester Granby Halls tomorrow and 
Donington Park next Saturday-Sunday. 
Four in One Promotions ( 01455-233495). 
R&S Antique and Collectors: The 
Brentwood Centre, Brentwood. Essex, 
tomorrow (01702-300112). 

John Windsor 




The FT-SE 100® Index 
has grown by 241% in 
only eight years. 
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For a low cost PEP 
that tracks its 
performance, read on. 


You could share, tax free, in the fortunes of 100 of the UK’s best known 
companies with a Direct Line Tracker PEP. 

• Make lump sum or monthly investments. 

• No initial charges. No bid /offer spread. 

• Only 1% annual fee. 

• Top up to your annual ,£6,000 limit 

at any time. . 

t . (DIRECT L INE 

• To find out more call us now. — 



0181 253 7737 


LONDON 


0161 832 7737 


0141 889 7737 


MANCHESTER I GLASGOW 


Get much more with the CO 

WOOLWICH n 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 2pm Saturday. Please quote ref. 3INI 
http://www.directiine.ca.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 
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the VALUE of your investment and income earned is not guaranteed and can go down 

as WELL AS UP PAST PERFORMANCE IS NOT NECESSARILY A GUIDE TO FUTURE PERFORMANCE. 
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Dependents provided for? 

Ensure they can benefit from your pension. By Nic Cicutti 


I n life, as Benjamin Franklin 
once said, the only things 
you can be sure about are 
^ death and taxes. For many 
~~ people with personal pen- 
~ sions, the one sure thing about 
i death is the hardship it will 
' create for those they leave 
: behind. 

j Their dependents will dis- 
■ cover after their death that 
the only payouts they are enti- 
■ tied to from policies into 
! which payments have been 
'■ made for years is a return of 
\ the premiums paid in. In. 
. many other cases all they will ' 
: get back is contributions plus 
: either 4 or 6 per cent, depend- 
ing on the pension plan they 
. were sold. 

Roddy Kahn, a financial 
adviser at Bristol-based Kahn 
Kougar, says: “When you are 
! in your 30s and 40s, sudden 
death is the last thing on your 
mind. In fact, it is is not as rare 
as all that.” 

Out of 1,000 people aged 
35, about 60 will have died 
within 20 years. Of the same 
number of people who reach 


the age of 40, just over 100 will 
die before they reach 60. 

The difference in the 
amount paid can be massive. 
Equitable Life, a top insurer, 
calculates that on contribu- 
tions offl,000 each year for 20 
years the payout would reach 
£30,969, assuming annual 
returns of 4 per cent. This rises 
to £38.993 if interest of 6 per 
cent is added. 

But with Equitable Life, 
£20,000 invested over the 
same period would have deliv- 
ered returns of more than 
£128,000. 

Throughout most of the 
1980s, the majority of pension 
providers offered contracts 
where premiums, alone or at 
very low interest, were 
returned. This changed after 
1988, when the Government 
permitted wider sales of per- 
sonal pensions. 

Ian Naismith. pensions 
strategy manager at Com- 
mercial Union, says change 
often came through fear of 
bad publicity. 

“Originally, if you wanted to 


provide for your dependents 
after your death, you did so 
separately through life cover," 
he explains. 

“Then people started to say 
that insurance companies are 
profiting from those who die. 
It was quite difficult to argue 
with someone who was 
bereaved.'’ 

All Commercial Union con- 
tracts since 1984 return all a 
policyholder's funds at death. 
The company also granted the 
same terms to those with ear- 
lier plans. 

Equitable Life does the 
same. Nigel Webb, a manager 
there, says: “We decided it was 
grossly unfair that dependents 
were denied the full fund and 
retrospectively placed all our 
policyholders on the new 
terms. We meet the cost of 
doing so ourselves." 

The cost can be expensive. 
Estimates range from 0-5 per 
cent of a fund's value on a pen- 
sion taken out over 10 years, to 
3.5 per cent for 25-year poli- 
cies. This is because someone 
has to pick up the tab for 


effectively adding a slab of 
insurance to the contract. 

Not all insurers are keen to 
shoulder this burden. Peter 
Byrne, individual pensions 
product manager at NPI, 
another pensions provider, 
says: “We don't do it auto- 
matically. We give the option 
to the member and remind 
them in regular mailings, 
reminding them of the down- 
side of changing over.” 

With NPI, anyone wanting 
to switch can do so, but must 
meet the cost themselves. 
Where companies still refuse 
to return all funds to depen- 
dents, one option is to trans- 
fer the peosion.'fund to a new 
provider. 

But Mr Kahn warns: “The 
old-style pension did have cer- 
tain benefits, such as the right 
to a larger tax-free lump sum 
at retirement. 

“Also, there is no contribu- 
tions limit on them.” 

High transfer charges could 
also carve a large slice out of 
the fund's value. 

Nor does Mr Kohn always 



M&G will be launching a new Investment Trust in February which will be available 
for investment in the M&G PER 

This new fund will invest in a portfolio of shares and aims to provide a high and 
growing income as well as good capital growth over time. 

PEP investors will have a choice of investing, either to achieve a yield above 5%* 
or, for those investors willing to take higher risk, to achieve a yield of over 6%*. 

There will be no initial charge and no withdrawal fee. 

This new fund will give you the opportunity to invest your tax free PEP allowance 
for both the current tax year and for the 1997/98 tax year - a total tax free 
investment of up to £12,000. 

After the initial offer period there will be a spread between the buying and 
selling prices. 


To: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me a free copy of the 
new M&G Handbook and details of the new M&G Investment Trust 
NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 

You should contact your Independent financial adviser (if you have one) before investing. 
The price of investments and the income from them can go down as wbII as up. The value to you 
of the tax benefits will depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could 
change in the future. 


1 FREE 

i The new edition 

X of the M&G Handbook 
is now available, 

I giving details of M&G's 
I range of PEPs, Unit 
Trusts, Savings Plans 
| and Regular Income 
| Plans. 

U For details return the 
1 coupon or telephone 

I 0990 600 612 

| Or e-mail 

hb@MandG.reply.co.uk 

I * Yields are based on 

I investment within the 
M&G PEP and forecast as 
at 31 .1JL96 and are subject 
I to change. 



M&G does not offer investment advice or offer any recommendations regarding investments. 
We only market the packaged products and services ol the M&G marketing group. 

Issued by /IMG Financial Swvn»5 limited 
(Regulated by The Personal fowsimanr Authority i 
MSG Unn Trusts are rr.aragwJ by MSG Securities 
Limited iflaguiated Ov IMRO and The Personal 
Investment Aufforh t 

We never make ynx name and address MJabte 10 
uncctinectt-d wgarasaens We u* rccjeiatA, Ml yoi 
aboui other poiids or savees offered tv ousefurc 
masoocaudMSGCompanns 
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Managing your money for the longer term 


recommend paying more to 
gain the extra benefits: “It can 
sometimes be too expensive. 
My advice is that if you want 
to protect the likely return of 
your fund, consider separate 
insurance instead.” 

Mike Chelton is managing 
director of CSM Impact, a 
web-offset, print firm in Bas- 
ingstoke. His pension, started 
10 years ago, was caught in the 
same trap. 

“I did not fully understand 
the rules at the time and when 
I spoke to Roddy it was very 
enlightening," he says. Mr 
Chelton, who is 50 and hopes 
to retire before 60, only 
needed term assurance for a 
few years. 

Mr Kohn points out that a 
10-year term policy for some- 
one aged 50 which pays 
£100,000 in the event of death, 
would only cost £53 a month, 
before full tax relief! A 40-year 
old male would pay £32 a 
month for 20 years’ cover, 
before relief. 

“That way, he saves some 
money, while having the reas- 
surance of knowing his family 
will still be protected if he dies. 
It's a belt and braces approach 
and could be unnecessary if you 
have provided for dependents 
by other means. But it can 
sometimes be best to be 
careful.” 

The Independent has pro- 
duced a comprehensive 52-page 
'Guide to Pensions Planning’, 
sponsored by Equitable Life, 
which explains everything you 
need to know about retirement 
planning. For your free copy, 
please call 0S00 137372 or fill 
out the coupon on page 30. 



Papering over the gap: Mike Chelton, managing director of a print firm (above), 
found term assurance was the best way to safeguard his family 


Pension funds shaken up 

But it’s too late for some members, writes George Campbell 


O ne of the biggest shake-ups in 
pensions history comes into 
effect in April with the intro- 
duction of the Pensions Act 1995. But 
it could be too late for members of 
pension funds that are already being 
wound up. 

The sweeping changes, introduced in 
an attempt to prevent a repetition of 
Robert Maxwell's actions when he 
plundered the Mirror Group’s coffers, 
will revolutionise the industry but mem- 
bers of pension funds in the process of 
winding up face a nail-biting future. 

The burden of underfunding usually 
falls on members who have not yet 
retired (and their dependents) and the 
bigger the shortfall in assets, the greater 
the financial hardship. 

A typical example is AM Interna- 
tional UK. the old Addressograph 
i Multigraph outfit. 

It went into administrative receiver- 
ship in February last year, leaving more 
than 2,000 pension fund members in 
the lurch, and observers reckon it will 
take at least two years to sort out the 
mess. 

There is no suggestion of fraud or 
malpractice following the demise oF 
AM, and the total fund is understood 
to stand at £20m. But the newly- 
appointed trustees, Evcrsheds Pension 
Trustees, were certainly keeping a low 
profile when 1 rang for an update on 
events. 

“Wc don’t want to make the pen- 
sioners any more anxious than they 
already are,” said a spokeswoman. 

“We have appointed Alexander Clay 
to deal with the administration of the 
scheme in place of Sedgwick Noble 
Lowndes. 

“They have been responsible for the 
pensioner payroll since May and arc 
controlling all the records we have 


inherited. This is not an easy task as 
many of those records are inadequate.” 

Administrators of the scheme. Birm- 
ingham-based Alexander Clay, which 
have looked after the payroll for the 
past eight months, were just as back- 
ward in coming forward. 

A spokesman said: “Evcrsheds have 
been on to me and I’m afraid I have 
nothing to say. I’d like to help you but 
I can’t.” 

A spokesman for Coopers & 
Lybrand, the administrative receivers of 
AM. was more helpful. “The trustees 
are naturally being cautious.” he said. 

“What the pensioners get at the end 
of the day depends on a number of 
things - the mix of the fund for one and 
how markets have performed since it 
was wound up. 

“Price Waterhouse are busy finalis- 
ing the accounts which will show the 
asset situation and the actuaries, Bar- 
nett Waddinghum. will come up with 
calculations of how much is required to 
keep the pension fund running on an 
ongoing hasis. Until these figures are 
released, pensioners will he in the 
dark.” 

Assuming a shortfall in assets, which 
is highly likely based on past winding- 
up experience, pensions already in pay- 
ment have priority after any advanced 
voluntary contributions benefits, and in 
a document released to members Evcr- 
sheds is hopeful they will be met in full. 

At last count, there were around 
1.00U of these, with a further 1,200 as 
technically defined pensioners but not 
yet of pensionable age. 

One member who has escaped the 
full impact of disaster is 59-year-old 
Rex Purcell, who lives near Woking. 

Mr Purcell joined the company in 
1975 and worked for subsidiary Adme! 
as an HGV driver for 19 years but left 


a couple of years before the parent 
company went under. 

He took a lump sura payment before 
AM collapsed but is concerned that the 
balance of his pension, about £3.300 a 
year, could be in jeopardy. 

“I realise that funds don’t always 
show an asset situation ” Mr Purcell 
said, “but 1 think that the government 
should accept some responsibility if 
th ings go the wrong way. There should 
still be safeguards In place, even if com- 
pany funds are wound up.” 

But omens are not particularly rosy. 
Penny Green of the Occupational Pen- 
sions Advisoiy Service, which gives 
information to Britain's 22.5 million 
members, says: “When a pension fund 
is wound up, it normally comes out 
worse rather than better. 

“The majority of funds seem to end 
up in deficit rather than surplus when 
the axe falls. The deficit is due mainly 
to the cost of buying deferred annuities 
for pensioners. This, and the costs of 
pensions equalisation, can make a big 
impact. 

If the fund's liabilities, just for 
example emerge at £25m. then there 
will be a £5m deficit. Some independent 
trustees’ costs also have a negative 
impact.” 

The new Pensions Act, which makes 
its debut at the beginning of the new tax 
year, represents one of the greatest 

U ,n P ensi " on s law for a century. 

Most big companies are already mak- 
ing changes to accommodate it, the 
main thrust being in switching from 
final salary schemes, which calculate 
your pension as a percentage of your 
final pay packet, to money purchase 
schemes, which invest your cash to buy 
an annuity when you retire, with no 
guarantee of what you will eventually 


Financial planning 


5 free quotations. 

Call for our live yxiide and road 5 very different l nited hiendly clients 
explaining, in their own words, how we re helping them list* their money wisely. 

Call 0800 806 608 anytime. 
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A guaranteed gamble 

Do investors in these bonds know the odds? Michael Drewett explains 


F ollowing the Nick Leeson 
fiasco, the word “derivative” is 
liable to bring investors out in 
3 cpld. sweat. But correctly used, 
derivatives can be very useful either 
for betting on profits or protecting 
against losses when stock or bond 
markets move in a volatile way. 
Indeed, the rash of bonds, offering 
steady income or promises of capi- 
tal growth based on how stock mar- 
kets perform, which are beinu 
hawked by an increasing number of 
companies, depend on derivative 
instruments to work. 

But these investments are attract- 
ing criticism from several quarters. 

The problem with these bonds is 
not that they do not work, rather the 
way they have been advertised and 
sold. Specifically, there arc concerns 
that traditional building society 
investors may have been unfairly 
seduced by “guarantees" of high tax- 
paid income without being ade- 
quarc/v aware that their capital may 
be at risk. That said for someone who 
understands exactly what is on offer 
and is happy with the risks, there are 
some deals around which are poten- 
tially very attractive. 

There arc three main types, all of 
which involve a small part of what you 
invest being put aside to take a bet 
against the movement of stock mar- 
kets over periods of up to six years. 

The recent offering from Abbey 
Life guarantees to pay back your 
money, say £10.000. after six years plus 
the greater of a 40 per cent bonu s or 
50 per cent of any rise in the FTSE 100 
over the period The basis of calcu- 
lating the stock market's performance 
is without dividends. As the reinvest- 
ment of dividend income often fuels 
much of the growth in a portfolio this 
may seem mean. But by not passing 
on those monies the issuing company 
can buy derivative instruments to 
guarantee the 40 per cent minimum 
profit even if the market crashes. 

Legal & General’s Election Bond 
is variation on the same theme. It 
puts the bulk of the money on 
deposit to accumulate and the bal- 
ance is used to buy options to 
enhance any rise in the stock market 
by 40 per cent. The capital is repaid 
in full only after five years, there is 
no dividend income in the meantime 
and any gains are based on a four- 
year period, because the base and the 



finishing points are averaged over the 
first and last years. 

Swiss Life’s offer, available until 
the end of the month, is typical of 
option two: your money will be 
returned at the end of the period with 
a bonus of 60 per cent of the origi- 
nal investment, but only if the FTSE 
100 and the Standard and Poor's 
indices are no lower at the end of the 
investment period than at the start 

David Wright financial services 
director of Croydon-based inde- 
pendent advisers Johnstone Dou- 
glas, said: “At first sight this may 
seem to the uninitiated (ike a better 
deal -but only because the numbers 
are bigger. Omics might question 
why the investor has to punt on two 
indices rather than one. Swiss Life 
says that if they fall by 5 per cent or 


more investors will at least get their 
original money back, and there is a 
sliding scale for payouts if the index 
falls between 0 per cent and 5 per 
cent. But if prices fall 6 per cent or 
more, then the whole 60 per cent 
bonus certainly disappears." 

Swiss Life offers an income option 
whereby the investor can trade in the 
prospective 60 per cent capital bonus 
for an annual income throughout the 
period of 10.75 per cent net of basic 
rate tax. But if the slock markets’ 
performance fails to strike, the 
amount of capital returned at the 
end could be severely depleted. This 
is because the "guarantee" of pay- 
ing back no less than the original 
capital includes any income paid ouL 
So if an investment of £10,000 
yielded £1.075 for five yeans (£5,250) 


and one or both of the relevant 
indices fell by more than 5 per cent, 
all Swiss Life would pay back at the 
end would be the balance of the orig- 
inal £10,000. In other words £4.750. 

Another variation on offer from 
Eurolife pays 10.3 per cent net 
income on investments up to 
£25.000, or a 72 percent bonu s afte r 
six years, provided neither the FTSE 
nor the Dow Jones falls over chat 
period. Six years is a better bet than 
five, given the long-term trend of 
markets to rise, but if either falls all 
you get back is your original capital 
Jess any income you took. 

In each variant, the key feature is 
whether or not you regard it as 
acceptable to take a gamble over the 
medium term on UK or US stock 
markets - or in many cases both. For 


some, this maybe acceptable. But if 
there is any chance you may need to 
come out before the end of the pre- 
determined term these bonds should 
be avoided at all costs. Because of 
the way the derivative instruments 
work, surrender values, mid-term, 
can range from extremely disap- 
pointing to downright horrendous. If 
you get back more than half what 
you invested in circumstances of 
early surrender you may be doing 
very well indeed. 

Yet despite the potential draw- 
backs, tranches of these stock market- 
related investment bonds are being 
released in ever growing numbers. 
John Owen, from Nottingham advis- 
ers, the Building Society and Pensions 
Shop, said: “The closing date for each 
issued bond can act as a spur to many 
people to ‘buy while stocks last', but 
this is not the way to approach it. As 
soon as one offer closes another will 
open, so there is no need to be pan- 
icked into buying." 

Scottish Life International have yet 
another option available until 31 Jan- 
uaiy. For each individual year that the 
US and UK markets do not fall up 
to six years, 17 per cent of the origi- 
nal investment will be added to the 
investment. The total possible value 
after six years, therefore, is 202 per 
cent of what goes in. And whatever 
happens to stock markets the mini- 
mum return is 134 per cent of the orig- 
inal. The catch, if it can be called thaL 
is that the maximuni return depends 
on the index for each individual year 
remaining stable or increasing. 

Earlier this month Financial 
Assurance launched a product pay- 
ing out an income of 8.25 per cent 
net of basic rate tax and guarantee- 
ing a full return of capital as long as 
the FTSE 100 and the S&P 500 do 
not fall by more than 20 per cent over 
five and a half years. The penalty for 
performance being worse than the 
necessaiy “striking point” will be the 
usual loss of around 50 per cent of 
the underlying capital, but at least 
this particular offer combines a reg- 
ular return currently far in excess of 
most deposit accounts with a rea- 
sonable safety net for the capital 

Before taking up any offer it is vital 
to understand the small print. A few 
hours with an independent adviser 
specialising in this complex area 
could be the best investment of all. 


SELLING YOW ENDOWMENT! 

FOR BIGGER MONEY 


CALL SEC NOW 

0181 207 1666 


SEC, Brtaurrt biggest buyer of endowments wiD pay you 1 
much mare than ihe surrender value. 

Phone our helpM naff new for that extra cash and ■ 
peace of mind, “four policy mutt be at least 8 years oM and 
satisfy our selection criteria. FAX: 0181 107 4050 

AP SECURITISED ENDOWMENT CONTRACTS PLC 
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WITH-PROFITS BOND 

An investment 
opportunity with 
guaranteed 
peace of mind. 


Investing on die stock marker can often he extremely 
lucrative. You may be able to achieve a much higher rate of 
return than that offered by a fixed interest savings account. 

But there is an element of risk involved. You could also 
iose money rather than make money. 

The Equitable Life's With-Profits Bond reduces the risk. 

If you have £500 or more to invest, you can place it in a 
managed fund of assets comprising equities, properties and 
fixed interest securities. 

Whatever future marker conditions arc like, we guarantee 
that at the fifth and subsequent anniversaries you can encash 
the bond for at least the original value of the contractual 
benefits. 

Over the long term, however, such a mixed portfolio of 
assets offers the prospect of a real capital growth. 

If you'd like to know how to make more of your savings 
without disturbing your peace of mind, call (0990) 3S 48 58 
or return the coupon below for information by post and by’ 
telephone. 

www.equitabIe.co.uk 

Regulated b> the Personal Investment Authority 
IKE EQUITABLE LIFE. FKEEXfiT.TiLLIW SIHEFT Mli.NN.-BV bHOSMCHAMSHUE KP 2 I 7 BR 


Tn The Equitable Life. FREEPOST Walton Street . AYLESBURY Bucks HKM 7BH 
I would wrlonm.- information on the Equitable With- Profit* Bead Q 1NHA7A 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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Choose to pay nothing 


u care . . . 


. . .by carrying one of these 
no fee Credit Cards. 

Cam- one of these Cards and show you really care about 
your favourite charity. Every rime you use your Card, Bank 
of Scotland’ will donate vital royalties ro your chosen 
chanty - at no extra cost to you* As well as supporting an 
excellent cause, you will also enjoy a superb range of 
financial benefits. 

• Competitive 18.5% APR (20.3% for Cash Advances) 

• No fee in first year and every year if you spend over 
£2,000 annually" 

• Purchase protection^ 

• PLUS... A saving of up to £60 when you transfix 
your existing credit card balance (excluding other 
Cards issued by Bank of Scotland). 

So show that you care by calling us for an Application Form 
today on 0800 413 966 - or simply return the coupon below. 
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The Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 


INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE * 
NOV 95 to JAN 97 annua 


ANNUM. CHARGE GROWTH 


Legal & General 

0.50 % 

22.41 % 

p Virgin 

1.00 % 

22.29 % 

f HSBC 

1.00 % 

22.00% 1 

Kleinwort Benson 

1.00% 

21.27% j 


Average UK Income & Growth Trust 


13.47 % 



A glance at the table 


Kill show that - since 


Its launch one* year ago 1 

- (he Index-Tracking PEP from Legal & General has proved that it offers PEP 
investors unbeatable value for money. 

It follow s (he FTSE All-Share lndcx.This Index reflects the performance or the entire 
stockmarket. so it removes the risk of being overexposed to shares which under- 
perform and lessen your return. 

In fact, £ 6.000 invested in the Legal & General Index-Tracking 
PEP last )-car would now be worth £. r ,3-u° compared to just 
£6.808 in the average LK Income St Gruuih Trust. And there's 
still time to invest this financial year. 

Unbeatable costs... 

At just 0.5% p.a.. you won't find a cheaper Index-Tracking PEP 
an}where else. And there are still no initial charges or withdrawal 
fees to pay. 

To And out more about the _ m __ — __ 

UK's best value Index-Tracking /ffg ^06X^3010110 PEP 
PEP, call now, or recum the coupon below. ***** 
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An Andalucian nightmare 

Daphne Gooch tried to sell her Spanish house privately 


Daphne Gooch left Britain in 
1952 to spend some time travel- 
ling She took a boat to Australia, 
arriving with just £12 in her 
pocket , and spent the next couple 
of years working her way around 
the bush with a mobile X-ray unit. 
Once the excitement had worn off 
she decided to head for Singapore, 
where there was a war on. 

Initially she worked for a TB 
clinic, then for Special Branch, 
and afier getting married she lived 
in Kenya and Berlin. With two 
children to raise she moved back 
to Britain, but her wanderlust 
never left her and in lateryears she 
fed in love with Spain.... 


“0 


I ne day, in 1987, 1 
heard through word 
of mouth about a 
little place on the Costa del Sol 
that had come up for sale at a 
very good price. It needed a lot 
of work - it was a real shell of a 


My biggest 
mistake 


place - but it was a project 
which I relished. I had a lot of 
friends who were sculptors and 
artists, and I planned to turn it 
into the sort of house where I 
could hold exhibitions. 

I got it for a bargain price 
and spent a considerable 
amount of time and money 
doing it up, refurbishing it in 
traditional Andalucian style 
and fulfilling my ambition to 
display the work of my friends 
to the public. 

I really enjoyed the chal- 
lenge, but by 1991 1 had 
decided to sell it It wasn’t 
really big enough for me to live 
in for as much of the year as I 
would bave liked. 


It was around that time that 
I was introduced to an English 
expatriate who said he would 
like to rent the place. 1 let it to 
him on a short-term contract, 
and within months he decided 
he would like to buy it. 

He had more than half the 
money in cash but needed a 
mortgage for the rest, so he 
applied to a building society in 
Gibraltar. 

Together we went to see bis 
lawyer, who handled the sale 
and - in theory - drew up a 
contract to protect me which 
stated that if the balance 
wasn't paid within four - 
months, the property would 
revert to me. 

The buyer seemed a pleas- 
ant enough chap at first, but 
four months later he still 
hadn't paid up. I got in contact 
with the lawyer and asked for a 
copy of the contract, but he 


demanded £1,500. It took ' 
more than two years for the 
case to come to court but 
eventually the judge said that 
if I returned 40 per cent of this 
man’s deposit the house would 
revert to me. Naturally I 
agreed. However, less than a 
week later he had put in an 
appeal. 

It took almost two years for 
the case to come to court 
again. Meanwhile he had 
moved out and let the house to 
various other people, so I was 
bearing all the expenses, the 
tax, the insurance, the com- 
munity fees and so on, while 
he was getting the benefit of 
[he rent. 

At last the date of tbe new 
court case arrived, and again 
the Judge decided in my 
favour. But wheo an official 
went to the house, the man's 
sister-in-law produced a five- 


year rental contract which his 
lawyer bad made out to her. 

My lawyer advised against 
going back to court, because 
the contract is due to expire 
later this year and it would have 
taken longer than that for the 
case to be heard again. Aside 
from that it would have cost 
even more money in legal fees. 

By this time the house had 
been sub-let again, so when 
the tenant left last March, I ■ 
had some friends change all 
the security locks. But within a 
matter of weeks the locks were 
smashed, so presumably the 
house was occupied again. 

I've been through five years 
of hell, having this hanging 
over my bead. It seems so 
unfair, because I did every- 
thing by the letter of the law. 

It is, however, a matter 
which is alarmingly common. I 
have since found out that there 


are tens of thousands of cases 

^ert to me so that I can cry 

“S/HSni «o through* 
reputable estate agent; 1 wont 

betrusting a private ^le. And 

I would certainly think vety 
carefully before buying a home 
overseas again. It’s «Mdness 

spend your capital on a P r0 P" 
^ty when you can't be there to 
look after it all the tune, par- 
ticularly when there are so 
many villas and apartments ^ 
available at reasonable rents. 

Daphne Gooch was talking to 
Corinne Simcock- 
* Last week's ijiremew ram 
Michael Aspel had lost 
on an investment. The correct 

figure was £20,000. 
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OR CHOOSE THE ONLY 

PENSION WITH A TWO YEAR, 

100% SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEE 


You don’t have to trust to luck when arranging your pension. Simply call 
our Pensions by Phone service free on 0800 77 66 66. 

It’s the easy way to get help and advice, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

You’ll never be under any pressure to buy. And when you are ready to go 
ahead you'll be protected by our unique 100% Satisfaction Guarantee. 

So if you are not entirely satisfied with our service at anytime within the 
next two years, we'll transfer your pension fund to any other company you 
choose, and refund our fees and charges in full. 

Pensions by Phone. From Eagle Star. It's everything you could wish for 
from a pension. Guaranteed. 



EAGLE STAR 


PENSIONS BY PHONE 

0800 77 66 66 

24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK 


rcr v-'ur prelection, your caD to Eagle Star may be recorded. Eagle Star Life Assurance Company Limited Is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. Inlor motion or advice will only be provided on Eagle Star products. 




fear of 
finance 


I t took the Government 
and the media about 40 
minutes this week to 
realise that if Gordon 
Brown keeps his promise 
not to raise tbe standard or 
higher rates of income tax 
during Labour's first term 
in power, there are another 
200 possible tax variations 
that can be used to raise 
tbe overall level of tax. 

Many City experts think 
that total taxation will have 
to rise to balance the 
budget whichever party 
wins the election. The 
budget deficit is still 
uncomfortably high at this 
stage of the cycle. 

If the deficit is bad now. 
it is certain to get worse 
when the economic cycle 
turns down, the economy 
slows and tax revenues 
stagnate, as they all must at 
some stage in the next five 
years. Anyone who 
promises not to raise 
income tax rates in five 
years is effectively serving 
notice that sooner or later 
some other taxes will have 
to rise, or public sector 
borrowing will have to be 
increased to fund the gap. 
something which would 
send the City into orbit. 

The only other option is 
not just to hold public 
sector spending for the first 
two years, as Mr Brown has 
committed himself to do, 
hut to make further cuts in 
existing programmes, 
something which even Mr 
Brown would find difficult. 
Quite apart from the 
protests from traditional 
Labour supporters, who 
tend to be hardest hit by 
spending cuts, 18 years of 
Tory rule have cut out 
much obvious waste. 

If it is other taxes which 
take the strain, where will 
they fall? The Treasury 
might advise the chancellor 
to load an increase on 
National Insurance 
contributions, which are 
supposed to pay for 
pensions and the health 
service but in fact are an 
income tax in all but name. 
A Labour chancellor might 
pass off an extra 2p in the 
pound on NI contributions 
as a move towards funding 
a universal extra pension, 
but hardly anyone would 
fail to sec through the plov. 
Another possible 


Treasury wheeze would be 
further reductions in tax- 
free allowances, including 
everything from personal 
allowances and married 
couple’s allowances to 
mortgage tax relief. But 
here again the majority of 
people would foil to 
appreciate the fine 
difference between paying 
higher income tax rates and 
paying more income tax 
bemuse allowances had 
been removed 

Corporation tax rates 
could be increased but the 
Labour Party’s honeymoon 
with business would not 
survive that. The windfall 
tax on privatised 
monopolies might raise 
£5bn but this is meant to be 
a one-off levy. 

The next-best option is 
to increase the yield on 
VAT. but surely the Labour 
Party has boxed itself in 
there too. It can neither 
raise the standard rate 
above the current 17.5 per 
cent nor can it extend 
coverage on to currently 
untaxed items without 
doing precisely what it has 
regularly condemned the 
Tories for doing. 

Excise duties are a 
busted flush by now. Higher 
taxes on tobacco are just as 
likely to reduce the yield as 
they are to raise it because 
it discourages consumption 
and the same may soon 
apply to alcohol where 
higher duties simply 
encourage more cross- 
Channel trips for cheap 
French booze. 

The remaining options 
are to put a much heavier 
load on minor taxes, 
including capital gains and 
inheritance tax. put a 
ceiling on PEP allowances, 
or find a new source of 
taxation, such as a tax on 
telephone calls. Another 
option would be to shave 
the tax privileges of 
investment funds and 
pension funds. Again voters 
would very quickly realise 
that their pockets were 
being hit just as surety as by 
income tax increases, and 
increased taxes on 
investment funds would 
directly undermine the 
policy of encouraging 
everyone to provide for 
their own pensions and 
long-term care. 
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TO FIND OUT WHAT’S ON TV, WHERE TO GO AND WHEN, READ THE EYE TODAY 


Whatever 
happened to. 

Zola 

Budd? 


The dale I9S4. Thirteen years 
ago this week a girl or 17. run- 
ning barefoot in the South 
African veldi. breaks (he 
5.000m world record. 

The problem It doesn’t count. 
Although she’s very nice, and 
South Africa is a beautiful place, 
it also happens to play host to a 
repressive apartheid regime, 
shunned hy most of the world. 

The solution Britain comes to 
Ihe rescue. The Daily Mail flies 
Budd to London In Ribruary 


1 984, wrapping the L»nion Jack 
(metaphorically) around her. 
Suddenly, she's British - in just 
23 days, joining that fine line of 
British sportsmen - Graeme 
Hick and Greg Rusedski - who 
aren't. That great British tradi- 
tion of bringing foreign bodies 
into the blood line to cover our 
own kick of home-grown talent 

The 1984 Olympics might have 
had something to do with her 
nationality papers being rushed 
through - just in time for a big 
showdown with the US ath- 


lete, and favourite. Mary 
Decker. Rounding the corner 
in the fifth lap of the 3,(X)Qm 
final in the Los Angeles Coli- 
seum. Decker catches Budd’s 
heel. The crowd holds iLs 
breath, then gasps as she tum- 
bles to the ground. Decker 
stays prostrate on the track and 
Budd trails in seventh to the 
accompaniment of boos from 
the 85.000 home crowd. 

The aftermath Same think it's 
scripted to give the Olympics 
their regular big story (Russian 


cheating in 1980. Ben Johnson 
in 1988). Certainly, Decker 
fails to get up and cries. Budd 
seems perfectly genuine in 
making an attempt to apologise 
to Decker in the tunnel after- 
wards. only for Decker to tell 
her “don’t bother". 

ThaL final is the end of her. 
She loses to Decker regularly in 
1985 and her life is constantly 
disrupted by people not very 
pleased about the fact their cit- 
izenship takes two years rather 
than 23 days. Or that black 
people are without basic human 


rights in her former home. Pro- 
testers force her to leave Lhe 
course at a race in Durham in 
1988 and, soon after, the coun- 
try. But a return to South Africa 
seems the best thing. Marriage 
in 1989, to Mike Pietcise, a 
South African businessman, at 
last appears to bring happiness 
to one area of her life. 

Although... her father isn’t very 
happy. He’d made a consider- 
able fortune oat of takin g her to 
Britain. At one point the US 
bad been considered with its 


vastly superior training facilities, 
but the higher newspaper fees 
in the UK had persuaded him 
otherwise. He rather spoils the 
wedding by announcing: “1 no 
longer have a daughter called 
Zola, lo me she's dead and I 
curse her." They split. Her 
father’s influence is weakened 
further when five months later 
he's found murdered 

Now By the time of a Decker- 
Budd re-match in 1992 they’re 
both mature people who ran 
accept what happened They're 


31 


also crap, and this tempers tiny 
additional excitement when 
Budd runs for the new South 
Africa in 1994. Stfll. some things 
never change: Decker clips the 
heel of a runner at the 1906 
American trials. Budd herself is 
running again: in Ibkyo last 
weekend And the Government 
still welcome anyone seeking 
immigration with open arms. As 
long as they might be able to 
break a few world records. And 
they're not black. 

James Aufenast 



I’ve always 
wondered if 
the touted 
investment 
potential 
of the Star 
Trek plate 
had any 
bearing on 
reality. 

I think I 
have the 
answer 
now 


Y ou've got 111 admire the 
earth signs. Collecting 
wouldn't he the same 
without their kccp-the-reccipt 
thought processes. Air signs 
lose things us soon as look at 
them. Wfatcrs ruthlessly jettison 
without thought for nostalgia. 
Fires have abundant sentimen- 
tality. hut they accumulate 
rather than collect. The Iasi lime 
I looked under my sofa, the 
accumulation of dust bunnies 
was showing signs of develop- 
ing its own ecosystem. 

Not so the earths. If there is 
one thing a Taurus needs, it's 
sti Huge space. Give a Virgo a dry 
room and he'll fill it with the 
packaging from his hi-fi. Capri- 
corns delight in making less 
organised "individuals squirm 
by" telling them about their 
colour-coded filing systems. 
Only an earth sign is capable, 
even as a child of keeping the 
boxes that toys come in. 

The earthly fruits of earthly 
pursuits were on show at 
Phillips, the auctioneers, on 
Tuesday when they held a 
sale of toy soldiers. One of 
my Virgo rcllics had a 
batch of assorted Zulus in 
it. In the upstairs sale 
room in Bayswater, entire 
regiments were piled on 
tables, in glass-fronted 
cabinets, on the floor, in 
Pizza Hut delivery boxes. 

Unsurprisingly, the ma- 
jority of the punters were 
male and on the senior 
side of 40. Half wore suits; 
the others anoraks. The 
three other women I spotted 
amidst the throng, though, 
seemed to possess Asperger's 
Syndrome levels of know! edge. 

They were bossy, too. They 
dragged young men from cab- 
inet to cabinet, firing off ques- 
tions they couldn’t answer. 
■‘Why,” said a wild-haired lady 
in a beret, before a display of 
khaki-clad crawling mannikins, 
guns pointed at towel-wrapped 
Arabs, “haven’t they got feed 
bayonets? I thought everything 
from that period had feed bay- 
onets?” “Urn,” he replied. The 
other two. grey-haired and a 
little military themselves, peered 
ata parade of Grenadier guards. 
"The catalogue says they’re 
touched up, but I can’t see 
where." “Tchuh. There. Third 


row, three from the left. His 
right arm's about two shades 
out." "Oh, yes." 

There’s something com- 
pelling about a toy soldier, the 
lead ones, at least. I never got 
to play with the ones at home, 
which came out. Narnia-like, 
from the attic for convoluted 
war games, once a summer. 
Witching the battle of Waterloo 
rc-cnacied in the celandine 
patch, matchsticks flying from 
tiny cannons, is one of those 
things that stays in your mind. 
The plastic ones we were 
allowed to poke each other in 
the eye with, never had the 
same romance. 

But then, who needs romance 
when you’re collecting? What 
you need is a cheque book and 
a poker face. By the time the 
sale got underway, most of the 
suits had evaporated: evident- 
ly they had been owners gloat- 
ing over the value of their own 
toys. As is generally the way of 
the world, what suits remained 
had colonised the forward rows. 



Every other scat was filled: 
tiers of glassy stares which 
slipped slyly to the notes 
scrawled m the next-door cata- 
logue. I joined a line of flat-caps 
at the back, sneaked my own 
little peeks at the man to my left. 

He had put his own estimates 
beside Phillips's, and bid scrupu- 
lous ty up to and no further than 
two-thirds of these. Scarcely a 
sound rpse^above.th.e.auctiojv 
eer's cricsof ‘‘aUgoneat£170”; 
people weren't going as far as 
winking, but the little dabs of 
hand in air were scarcely per- 
ceptible to the untrained eye. Or 
even, for that matter, to the 
trained one. After one lot was 
knocked down, a punter 
objected “Excuse me," he said, 
“I was bidding there.” “Oh,” 


replied the auctioneer, “Sony. 
Didn't see that. Shout or wave 
or something next lime." 

The surprises came thick and 
fasL Those metal chappies are 
old hat, it seems, in the world 
of models. I watched aghast as 
other people’s childhood fan- 
tasies barely reached estimates. 
Lots oT empty boxes, meanwhile, 
went for £140 to £200- double 
expected prices. Now. those 
were obviously the product of 
an earth sign with an air moon: 
store the packaging and lose the 
original contents. Gratifyingly, 
these models produced specif- 
ically for the collectors' market 
were snarling it. I've always 
wondered if the touted invest- 
ment potential of the Star Trek 
plate had any bearing on reality. 

I think I have the answer now. 

And then came the plastics. 
You probably had some your- 
self as a child: form animals, 
knights, cowboys and indians. 
These set off a bidding frenzy. 
Five tepees, estimated at £70- 
£100, went for £550, a set of 
Timpo Romans for t he 
same. Some British 
bowmen fetched £300, 
while knights on hors- 
es galloped off for the 
princely sum of £620. 
Little murmurs ran 
thro-ugh the crowd. I 
waggled my eyebrows at 
a man with pince-nez 
and he waggled his 
back. And then he spent 
£380 on an assortment 
of 18-century cannon 
and their fodder. 

After that, things turned sad. 
A set of scenes by a deceased 
amateur modeller, Douglas 
Parsons, came up. They had 
been my favourites during the 
viewing, each face a delight me- 
dieval, scurvy-wracked peas- 
ants, an elephant who was 
obviously loving trampling the 
enemy. The room emptied. 
Those who remained bid a lack- 
adaisical £40 Jhere, £50 there. . 
They perked up enough to gp 
up to £550 for a 20-scene his- 
tory of the Royal Navy, but oth- 
erwise the effort of raising their 
hands seemed too much. Just 
think: you have the choice of a 
work of art or Hong Kong's 
finest, and you fight for the lump 
of plaocy. Then again, the ait 
didn’t have its original boxes. 


Stop putting your awe in 


S peaking for myself, it’ll 
come as a relief when 
this century is over and 
we can stop looking back at it: 
there are days when it feels like 
I’m going to get a crick in my 
neck. And talking of pains in 
the neck brings us swiftly to 
20/20: A Vision of the Century 
( Radio 4, Wednesday), the 20- 
pan thematic history that 
Michael Ignarieff has now 
taken over from John Tusa - a 
bad idea, largely because it 
seems fairly clear Michael 
Ignarieff doesn't much like the 
20th century. True, towards 
the end of his first programme 
- on the theme of “construct- 
ing" - he talked about the 
thrill of being in New York: 
“You can feeL if only for a sec- 
ond, that you'd rather be living 
here and now, in this century, 
than in any other." Only for a 
second, though: for the rest of 
the time, the 20th century is all 
hubris, paradox and failure. 

He found his first "paradox" 
standing, awe-struck and sup- 
posedly terrified (I don't actu- 
ally believe in that terror), in 
the gigantic particle accelera- 
tors of CERN, a space “the 
size of Notre Dame cathe- 
dral”: “It ought to be the rase 



Robert Hanks 

the week on radio 


that what we build with our 
own hands we should under- 
stand and feel at home in." 
Ought it? 1 don’t really see 
why. I don’t really see that awe 
is, as Ignarieff claimed, some- 
thing that used to be “reserved 
for the works of nature or the 
handiworks of God”, that awe 
at human achievements is a 
novelty of our own time - 
Notre Dame cathedral itself is 
a prertv good counter-exam- 
ple, arid there are plenty of 
others (you doubt that Ignati- 
eff would express the same 
unease about the terror 
inspired by King Lear or 


Euripides' Medea', is inspiring 
terror a privilege reserved for 
artists?). He could have 
argued more plausibly that 
awe was once reserved for 
building built to glorify God 
(though you'd have to find a 
way of fitting coliseums and 
palaces into your argument); 
but even so, what's the prob- 
lem with atom-smashing? 
CERN wasn’t built to glorify 
creation but to try to under- 
stand it, which seems like a 
healthy son of urge. 

When he wasn't slagging 
off science, he was slagging off 
modern architecture, and 
showing a breathtaking intel- 
lectual laziness. Lumping 
together Speer’s massive neo- 
classicism with the slender, 
gleaming art deco of the 
Chiysler Building in New York 
with the tag “Different ide- 
ologies, same result” suggests 
either sheer bloody ignorance 
or partiality that isn't inter- 
ested in even trying to be 
objective. The title of the 
series, 20120, suggests clarity of 
vision; but you can’t see any- 
thing if you’re not prepared to 
open your eyes. 

A more interesting critique 
of the 20th century came in In 


the Kingdom of Klein (Radio 
4, Thursday ). which had Simon 
Dring buzzing admiringly 
around General Jacques 
Klein, who runs the UN Tran- 
sitional Administration in 
Eastern Slavonia, a Serbian 
pocket inside Croatia. Here, at 
the end of the century, democ- 
racy and technology seem to 
have run out of steam, leaving 
General Klein to keep the 
peace and rebuild prosperity 
by sheer force of personality. 

You didn't doubt that he 
could do it, either, once you'd 
heard him powering his way 
through meetings and tele- 
phone calls, oblivious to 
bureaucratic niceties. Dring's 
mannered, self-consciously 
colourful prose style can be 
distracting - introducing Klein 
at the start of the programme, 
he described "Fingers as thick 
as the Havana cigar clenched 
in his fist... 1 just know he’s 
either going to brief me or 
deploy me." Here, given the 
appalling situations described 
and tbe Klein's bulldozing 
lucidity, it seemed tame. A fine 
programme, and evidence that 
if you look in the right places, 
the 20th century can be a 
source of inspiration. 


The cathode-ray nipple 
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S haron Stone disclosed 
on Ruby Wax Meets... 
(BBC1. Mon) that she 
prefers to date men who “wres- 
tle with reality”. Presumably 
your jaw gave the floor an 
almighty thwack at that point 
too. You were still wondering 
what on earth the phrase 
meant when Stone popped up 
later that night on Film 97 
(BBC1, Mon), in a location 
report from the Golden 
Globes. There she was, on the 
arm of a man whose other arm, 
just out of shot, was doubtless 
trying to lock reality into a 
triple Nelson. 

A reporter from behind the 
crash barrier asked Stone what 
she thought of the Globes. “1 
just love them,” she drooled. 
“They gave me one!” (Her 
phrase; no one else's). She 
knew they had given her one 
because last year she went 
home after the ceremony and 
actually saw them giving her 
one on television. Television, 
she told Wax, “is what makes 
it real for me”. Maybe that’s all 
wrestling with reality is: sitting 
on your sofa and watching pas- 
sively as television processes 
and packages the mess of expe- 
rience. In which case, it’s a 
non-contact sport that calls 
for even lower reserves of fit- 
ness than snooker. 

The idea that television has 
an active role in validating tbe 
world it contains is less subver- 




The British Isles 


General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

High pressure will dominate the weather over the 
next few days with the main centre eventually 
becoming established over ihe British Isles. 

Today, patchy freezing fog around Scotland will 
disappear, and many places are going to get some 
sunshine with light winds. However, it will be 
cloudier and breezier in the far northwest and over 
the islands with light raid possible. Northern Ire- 
land should get some sunshine and light winds once 
any patchy fog has cleared, but it will become 
cloudier. Most of England and Wales will be cloudy 
after a misty or foggy start, but the southeast should 
see some sunshine. 

Sunday will provide plenty of cloudy weather after 
a misty or foggy start while light rain spreads south 
across Scotland and into Northern Ireland. 

A scattering of light showers is expected on Mon- 
day, but many places will be dry with at least some 
sunshine. Tuesday and Wednesday should then see 
fine diy weather everywhere with sunshine and 
patchy cloud. It will be breezy on some coasts, but 
winds will be mostly light, leading to night frost. 


Europe ana The World 


Jasper Rees 

the week cn television 


sive than it used to be. “Televi- 
sion is reality,” claimed the 
Marshall McLuhan figure in 
David Cronenburg’s Video- 
drome (BBCZ Sun). That was 
a horror film made as recently 
as 1982, but you’d never scare 
anyone with the concept in 
1997, when real-life stories are 
sifted and sorted into pre- 
sentable narratives more rou- 
tinely than ever before. 

Tony Builimore’s escape from 
a watery grave was topped and 
tailed ami told in Thny Bal- 
timore: The Great Snrvivor 
(BBC1, last Fri, repeated Sat). 
The story was extracted from 
tbe yachtsman by Martin Bashir, 
who’s getting quite a reputation 
for doing se native interviews 
with the traumatised. With its 
neat quotations from the news 
bulletins, it could not have been 
more lucidly presented. Like the 


AA Road-.vatch 


disastrous British Army exp- 
edition to the Malaysian jungle, 
it will now leap through the var- 
ious hoops television throws in 
the way of tales of derring-do 
it hasn't had the audacity to 
make up. Straight after the 
rescue comes the rapid- 
response interview, followed 
by the documentary, and finally 
the drama, each less raw and 
immediate than the last 

Place of the Dead (ITV, 
Sun) came two years after the 
999 Special on the same sub- 
ject, three days before Return 
to Place of the Dead (ITV, 
Tues). All three purported to 
relj the truth, to reconstruct 
reality, but with the demands 
of their own genre to obey 
there were discrepancies 
between fact and “faction”. 
The leeches, for example, that 
sucked the blood of the sol- 
diers in the drama were 
notably plumper than the ones 
in the documentary. As with 
the insufferable bore in Hairy 
Enfield and Chums (BBC1, 
Tues) whose anecdote about 
some tedious mishap strayed 
ever further from the facts 
every time he repeated it, 
retelling induces swelling. The 
close-up of one plump leech 
gorging on a soldier's flesh was 
a tidy metaphor for televi- 
sion’s parasitic relationship 
with the entire expedition. 

While Place of the Dead 
dramatised their escape, Return 


to Place of the Dead followed 
two of the survivors back into 
the heart of darkness. One of 
them went back specifically to 
locate the valedictory video 
he’d made for his son when he 
thought he was going to die. 

JRancy that a film about recov- 
ering a film; the himt for the val- 
idating video. Place of the Dead. 
meanwhile, included a risible 
dream sequence in which one 
of the NCOs writhed in a rock 
pool with his wife. She was 
draped in a diaphanous wet 
shirt, no doubt because the 
film-makers had wrestled with 
the reality of primetime broad- 
casting that says give the view- 
ers what they want. 

The preposterous Holly- 
wood Lavers (ITV. Wed) 
focused on the phenomenon of 
the trophy bride. Not a single 
man would put his head above 
the parapet and defend the 
despicable practice of trading 
in sagging old wives for sleeker 
younger designs. In fact, the 
only man prepared to discuss 
matrimony in Tinseltown at all 
was an old guy who dresses up 
as a woman. At least he was 
still in his first marriage, but 
then it would be doubly hypo- 
critical of an old man who 
dresses up as an old woman to 
seek a prettier replacement. 
But he'd be an ideal catch for 
Sharon Stone, because no one 
wrestles with reality as pro- 
foundly as a transvestite. 


The Sky at Night 
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WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY MIDDAY (GMT): c,c 
r.raia atfSnow; s^utmy: th, thunder ‘previous i 


Amsterdam 

Athens 

Auckland 

Bangkok 

Barcelona 

Beirut 


Budapest 
•Buenos Aires 
Cairo 

Cape Town 

Casablanca 

Christchurch 

Copenhagen 

Corfu 

Darwin 


fg 3 37 
S 16 61 
c 23 73 
s 33 91 
m 14 57 
S 12 54 
fg -1 30 
<4 39 
s 28 82 
m 745 
m 0 32 
f 32 90 
f 18 64 
s 26 79 
S 17 63 
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c 0 32 
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C30 86 
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Lighting-up Time: 


Today 

London. 

Bristol.. 


_4«37pm to 7:47am 
-4j48prn to 7:57am 


<Mlpm to 7:58am 

JJ*"*ster 4:38pm to 8£3am 

4; 29pm to &07am 

436{gn to &22arn 

.. ~ 4:48pni to &23am 


Tomorrow 

London — 4r39pm to 

Birmingham- — - j 4r43pm to 

Ma n che s te r 4s40pm to 

Newcastle. 4e31pm to 

Glasgow. -A38pm to 

BeBsst 4:50pm to 


7946am 

7:56am 

7:57am 

8:02am 

&06am 

820am 

8:21am 


Yesterday's Readings 


Outlook for Today 

SO 2 
Good 

London 

Moderate 

SO, 

Good 

London 

N02 

Moderate 

S England 

Moderate 

Good 

S England 

Moderate 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Moderate 
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C England 

Moderate 

Good 

C England 

Moderate 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Moderate 
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Scotland 
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Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 
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Good 

N Ireland 

Good- 
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London 

Utwpoof 

Awnmooth 

Hun (Albert Dodd 

Greenock 

DunLaqgfnim 


AM HT PM HT 
ZAB 6.7 1540 6.7 
0.03 9J) 1Z18 32 
8J3110 2034126 
7.21 7.2 19.27 73 
146 32 1340 
023 3.7 1239 40 


MlSornhy talwlm e. Between 135 Rother- 
ham (AfiSChapdiown ) and J34 (Sooth- 
bound) Mcadcmbafi (Aril W). Contraflow 
with speed cam e ra s and 50mph final. 

M4 Gtoucestmhirc, Between Ahncnds- 
tony Interchange (M5) and J21 Aknonds- 
tony (M48 Anktey Interchange), major 
roadworks with cue fane dosed cadi way 
and 5Qngii speed BmiL Expect delays at 
timet. 

MS GknoestenhiKL JD Stroud fA419) 
Stonebouse. Major roadworks an the 
j unc ti on roundabout with only one lane 
open. Expect detoys at tones leaving or 
joining tbe M5L 

M32 Gloucestershire. J1 Hamtooak 
(A4-174 Bristol Ring Brad). Majcr road- 
norits with contraflow a: peak rimes 
Greater London. Maryiebaoe area dosed 
Eor roadworks between Crawford Street 
end Bryansm Place cwtyweeknd up to 
Feb 2. 

Ri Mt e r l ft vlnn. Atffil Ippnr tti dmfwfl 

Road. East Putney dosed tot resmfecmg, 

weak from Otdbrd Road lo Keswick Road. 
Carbon Drive wffl be dosed at lhe A20S 


Out and about wtth AA Roadwafich 
cal 0336 401 ter the tatea local and na- 
uonal ttafic news. Soiree: The Automobile 
Assodanoo. Cals charged at 45o per nun 
icteeo rate) 50p per irtn (ad other times) 
me vat. 


Sun and Moon 


n 


Stm rises 
Sunsets 


7:49am 

4:37pm 


Moon rises 6:54pm 
Moon sets 8:16am 

New moon; February 7 


ars • rvioon 

<S> / 27/28 Jan 


VIRGO 


C0RVUS 
(The Crow) 


A 


Looking SE at about 1.00am this week. Mars is in Virgo, 
with the Moon close by on the night of 27th/28th. 


O ver the next few weeks. 
Mars becomes increasingly 
conspicuous in tbe evening 
sky, reaching maximum brightness 
in March and April. For the pre- 
sent, it is necessary to be up foiriy 
late to catch sight of the Red 
Planet This week it rises at about 
10 pm but you need to allow 
another couple of hours or so for 
it to gain height and dear the murk 
around the horizon. On tbe night 
of 27th/ 28th, the Moon rises about 
an hour before Mars and is posi- 
tioned just above and to tbe right 
of Mars, in tbe constellation Virgo. 
Mats reveals little by way of sur- 


face markings in binoculars. A 
modest sized amateur telescope is 
really required to see any detail. 
The Moon, however, is always a 
fascinating target for binoculars. It 
is particularly rewarding to scan 
the boundary region between the 
dark and light parts - what 
astronomers call “the termina- 
tor" - where long shadows empha- 
size peaks and valleys. Try looking 
on successive nights and observe 
the change in appearance as lhe 
boundary between lunar day and 
night creeps acres different sur- 
face features. 

Jacquefine Mitton 
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Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 


A Night Down Under Sat 11pm ITV 
\ - Country Night Sat 8.05pm BBC2 
Evita: the Unquiet Grave Sat 8pm C4 
Last Chance Lottery Sat 9pm C4 
The Great Sell Off Sun 7.30pm BBC2 


The big picture 

Zabriskie Point 
Sun 12.10am BBC2 

OK - first off, this is not a very good 
film (except visually), not unless 
you still buy into the old counter- 
culture belief that youth is 
inherently moral, and that adults 
are per se greedy and corrupt 
However, Antonioni's meeting with 
the radicalised America of- 1970 is 
historically fascinating, as a student 
fleeing a campus (Mark Frechette) 
steals a private plane and flies to 
Death Valley (geddit?) where he 
meets secretary Daria Hall, who's 
just looking for some fun. 


Y ou can tell that theme nights have well and trully Another not-so-durab blonde, Eva Fteron, may have supremo ponders the relationship between Britain 
become part of the TV landscape when that been many things - but an expensively preserved and America through the filter of his own experience, 
most conservative of broadcasters, ITV, starts necrophiliac’s sextoy? It’s true, as Lhe extraordinary half the time addressing the camera, while in the 
joining in. They have brought together a ragbag of documentary Evita; the Unquiet Grave (Sat C4) other half - the personal bits - talking to an unseen 
programmes under the title A Night Down UiSer (Sat confirms. After her death from cancer of the womb interrogaot Perhaps if s a mirror. Anyhow, nothing 
ITV - except Scottish, which has wisely opted out) - in 1952, Pteron spent S 100,000 having his wife’s corpse much of startling originality in this somewhat solip- 
although it is theming at its most debased; a Mad Max embalmed with its internal organs intact. The mum- sistic series, and, although not strictly covering the 
movie here, an episode of Skippy there - a rather mified body was to have been the centrepiece of some same ground, it suffers from coming so soon after 
meaningless act of cataloguing rather than what is monstrous mausoleum dedicated to Eva’s beloved Robert Hughes’s masterful American Visions. 
surely the true aim of a theme night. workers. This, however, never came to pass, as Peran Last Chance Lottery (Sat C4) goes out live, so 

This -to broaden and deepen one’s appreciation was soon exiled in Madrid while his wife’s body was that I cannot reliably tell you much about its 

of a given subject- is delivered up by BBC2’s Country in the hands of the new regime’s head of intelligence “sumptuous mixture of games, songs and comedy"..- 
Night (Sat), a mixture of documentaries about - literally. He was dismissed for what his successor “celebrating life’s losers” except that it is presented 
countiy music and Jools Holland compering live acts describes as “serious, not to say un-Christian acts by Patrick Kielty, the young Ulster comic who was 
from Nashville. Jools’s emphasis is on the younger against the body”, and the subsequent story of what such an iU-suited frontman for one of life's losers, 
artists - Reba McEnthe, Alison Kraus, BR5-49 - the happened to this perfectly preserved relic is like some BBC1 ’s After the Break. Fully recommended, though, 
new blood that’s making country cool, perhaps for Hitchcock screenplay out of Jorge Luis Borges is the continuing series The Great Sell Off (Sun 
the very first time. His co-host, Dolly Parton, looking I wonder if television presenters who spend their BBC2), which unearths a hero in this week’s tawdry 

ravishing at 50 in an expensively burnished sort of way lives interviewing celebrities have a secret yearning tale of popular capitalism, British Gas’s Sir Denis 

-and the subject of one of the night’s documentaries, to be interviewed in such a way themselves. The Rooke. Any man who can earn the description 

Dolly Parian - She Ain 't No Dumb Blonde , represents thought occurred during Bragg on America (Sun “irksome” from Nigel Lawson must have been doing 
the older generation. ITV), in which the well-groomed Soutfi Bank Show something right 



such an iU-suited frontman for one of life's losers, 
BBC1 's After the Break. Fully recommended, though, 
is the continuing series The Great Sell Off (Sun 
BBC2), which unearths a hero in this week’s tawdry 
tale of popular capitalism. British Gas’s Sir Denis 
Rooke. Any man who can earn the description 
“irksome” from Nigel Lawson must have been doing 
something right 


The big match 

Super Bowl XXXI 

Sun 10.40pm C4 

If s that time a^ il ?, wh ®^l£^ho 
viewing public divides Monday 

will gain the hnnies .^^Kd 

off work, and 6^ who T« 

assess:™ 

Backers’ quarterback Brett Fa«re^ 
year) is Die Patriot to watch. 


Saturday television and radio 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 


7.05 The Pink Panther Show ( R) (7120903). 

725 News and Weather (3514309). 

7-30 Children's BBC: Iznogoud. 7.40 Speed Racer. 

8.05 The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest 

8 JO The New Adventures of Superman (R) (S) 

(2333903). * 

9.15 Live and Kicking. John Cleese, Emmerdate’s Ian 
Kelsey and Sweet Valley High stars Cynthia and 
Brittany Daniel are the guests (S) (20520125). 

12.12 Weather (7652458). 

12.15 Grandstand. 12.20 Football Focus. 12.55 Racing 
from Ayr.- the 1.00 Stakis Casinos Handicap Chase. 
1.10 News. 1.15 Tennis: reaction to last night's 
women's singles final at the Australian Open. 1.25 
Racing from Ayr: the 1.30 Client Entertainment 
Services EBF "National Hunt” Hurdle. 1.40 Skiing: 
action from this week's men's Wbrid Cup downhill 
at Kitzbuhel. 1 .55 Racing from Ayr; the 2.00 
Scottish Sun Made in Scotland for Scotland 
Novices’ Chase. 2.10 Rugby Union: Leicester v 
Brive (kick-off 2.30pm). Live coverage of the 
European Cup Final at Cardiff Arms Park. 4.05 
Football Latest Scores. 4.10 Figure Skating: the 
ladies' free programme at the European 
Championships in Fhris. 4.45 Final Score (S) 
(21779922). 

5 JO News and Weather (991 0038}. * 

5 JO Regional News and Sport (870274). 

5.35 Tom and Jerry (R) (671564). 

5.45 The Simpsons. Homer turns into a virile high-flyer 
at work, thanks to a powerful hair-restorer and a 
mysterious personal assistant (S) (134458). * 

6.10 Due South (SJ (160670}. * 

6.55 Noel's House Party. TV doc Mark Porter gets a 
Gotcha from the prankster millionaire (952748). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live (S) (672274). * 

8.05 Casualty. A woman learns her husband is not 
exactly as neighbourly as she thought (314895). * 

8.55 News aid Sport (Followed by Weather) (538651 ). 

9.14 National Lottery Update (243908). 

9.15 B H3 Dying to Love You (Robert Iscove 1992 US). 
Lonely divorcA Tim Matheson meets Tracy Ffollan 
through a personal ad, but soon realises she has a 
dark past Yes, that old one (739941). * 

10.45 Match of the Day: The Road to Wembley. 

Desmond Lynam introduces highlights of two of 
today's FA Cup fourth-round ties (S) (301 7835). * 

11.55 The Rank Skinner Show (R) (SJ (297361). * 

12.25 Top of the Pops (R) (S) (9983133). * 

12.55 BEBI Cry-Baby (John Waters 1990 US). Trash- 
kitsch Romeo and Juliet to a rock ’n’ roll soundtrack 
stars a terrific Johnny Depp as the kid from the 
wrong side of the tracks in 1954 Baltimore falling 
for straight suburban blonde, Amy Locane. Waters’ 
Jolly romp follows his 1988 film Hairspray further 
into the mainstream (5 608423). * 

2.15 Weather (1410249). To 2.20am. 

REGIONS. Scot: 9.15pm Ploughboy of the Western Wbrid. 

10.05 Sportscene: The Scottish Cup. 11.15 Texas 
Justice. 12.45 Film: Cry Baby. 2.05 Weather. 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


7.20 BBS Mr Drake's Duck (Val Guest 1950 UK). A 
duck lays solid uranium eg^ in this well-regarded . 
but long-forgotten atom-age satire, starring Douglas 
Fairba nks Jr and Wilfrid Hyde-White (355 72 J 2). 

8.35 HSU To Dorothy, a Son (Muriel Box 1954 UK). 
Nightclub singer Shelley Winters learns she is due 
a large inheritance from her unde, providing that 
her scheming ex-husband has not produced a male 
heir by a certain date. Comedy (1549545). 

10.00 Chanalcya (SJ (9414093). 

10.35 Network East (SJ (6100090J. 

11.20 Q Asia (SJ (5240813). 

11.50 A Week to Remember. From 1 957 (6J 88545). 

12.00 ram! 97 with Barry Norman (SJ (6280I87J. * 

■ 12-35 HjH Mr Peabody and the Mermaid (Irving PicheJ 
1948 US). Holidaying William Powell meets 
mermaid Ann Blyth in the first of a triple bill of 
Powell movies (4959J06). 

1 .45 blbl The Ex-Mis Bradford (Stephen Roberts 
1936 US). William Powell again, this time as a 
respected doctor returning home to find a dead 
body in his apartment (9308729). 

3.05 EM Life with Father (Michael Curtiz 1 947 US). 
Rather stiff version of the Broadway long-runner 
about a New York family in the 1880s. William 
Powell's comic timing is off, and everyone, from the 
usually dependable director Curtiz downwards, 
seems out of kilter (4099I835J. * 

5.00 TOTP 2 (SJ (9024670). 

5.45 lfefmis: Australian Open. Highlights of this 
momir^s women's singles final (SJ 078583). 

6.45 Bowls: World Indoor Championships (688651 J. 

7.40 News and Sport (Followed by Weather) (674632). 

7.55 What the Papers Say. Michael Leapman reviews 

the week's press (S) (947090). 

8.05 Country Nfeht See Preview, above (SJ O16380J. 

8.06 Dolly Parton Treasures. The first lady at country 
performs some of her favourite songs and answers 
questions from the audience (SJ (722800). 

9.00 Nashville Live with Jools Holland. Reba McEntire, 
Clint Black, Ricky Sk^gs and Alison Krauss are 
among toe acts fSJ (8564). 

9 JO Dolly Parton: She Ain't No Dumb Blonde. See 
Preview, above (SJ ( 72380 ). 

10.00 Nashville Live with Jools HoUaad (SJ (346651). 

10-30 Vince GH1: Souvenirs (885380J 

10.45 Sorg Roads: A Musical Friendship from Nashville 
to Dunkeld. Account of toe blossoming relationship 
between American singer Kathy Mattea and 
Scottish songwriter Dougie Maclean (233922). 

11.45 Nashvffle Live with Joob Holland. The evening’s 
final visit to the Ryman Auditorium (SJ (8042741 

12.15 Emmylou Hams. The so-called Cajun Queen 

celebrates three decades in music (Si (10014231. 

12.40 Let's Go to LucJrenbach, Texas. Being toe tiny 
Texan town hailed as toe spiritual home of country 
music (Followed by Weatherview) ( S J (4746881). 

1.35 HonkyTonk Juke Bax. Country videos (1393828). 

2.50 Tennis: Australian Open. Live coverage of toe 
men's singles final (7 1 582930). To 6.00am. 


6.00 GMTV 6.00 News. 6.10 Mole in toe Hole. 6.30 
Professor Bubble. 6.50 Bug Alert! 7.10 Disney's 
Wake Up in the Wild Room. 8.20 Gargoyles. 8.55 
Masked Rider (1 433309). 

92.5 Scratchy and Co (S) (68563477). 

1130 The Chart Show (SJ (98496). 

12.30 Opening Shot Profile of Pa loma Herrera, a 19- 
year-old dancer with toe American Ballet Theatre 
in New York (89670). 

1 .00 News, Weather (960461 25). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (96045496). * 

1.10 BHBI Fire! Trapped on the 37to Floor (Robert Day 
1991 US). Pretty straightforward title for this pretty 
straightforward, latter-day disaster movie in which 
a Los Angeles skyscraper is engulfed in fire. Lee 
Majors and Lisa Hartman star (97392 187). 

2Ji5 Sea Quest DSV (2 4069922). * 

4.45 News and Results, Weather (1284293). * 

5.05 Local News, Weather (IJ89125J. * 

5.20 Clueless. Teenage fashion gum Cher mates a near- 
fatal blunder when she allows a superstar 
hairstylist loose on her locks (1 5 32090). * 

5.50 Sabrina toe Teenage Witch (SJ (1 59767). * 

6.15 Gladiators: The Ashes. Great Britain v Australia 
wfth leotards and silly names ( S ) (957090). * 

7.15 Blind Date (Followed by National Lottery Result) 
(SJ (953274). * 

8.15 Family Fortunes (SJ (823309). * 

8.45 ITN News and National Lottery Update (Followed 
by Weather) (543583). * 

8.59 Local Weather (89J629). 

9.00 Prime Suspect 4: The Lost Child. A welcome 
chance to see this tale from toe fourth series, in 
which Helen Mirren’s gritty female detective looks 
into a case of child abduction (R) (SJ (5583). * 

11.00 A Night Down Under. ITV joins the theming theme 
with an evening of programmes with an Australian 
angle. See Preview, above (305467). 

1 1 .05 BBSI Mad Max (George Miller 1 979 Aus). 
Influential dystopian futuristism (although its 
influence is obviously toe western), with cop Mel 
Gibson trying to impose a little law ’rf order on 
various roadster hoodlums (954545). 

12.45 Me Feast on Breasts. Australian comedian Ble 
Me Feast holds forth on toe subject of women’s 
breasts, and so forth (6227046). 

1.50 Shark Bay. Stars of Neighbours and Home and 
Away spoof themselves in this soap opera take-off 
(2596607). 

2.20 Home and Away (R) (481 9959). 

2.45 Crowded House Live at the Sydney Opera House 
(4952681. 

3.45 Skippy the Bush Kangaroo. The 1960s marsupial 
superstar in a one-off yam (830995 JO). 

4.10 Scrum Down Under: England v the Wallabies 
Footage from the 1991 and 1995 rugby Wbrid 
Cup clashes between England and Australia 
(3298442). 

5.00 Bush Tucker Man (40666). 

5.30 News (S08B1). To 6.00am. 


6.00 Early Morning; Sesame Street (R) (12670). 

7.00 Dumb and Dumber (R) (9581 6). 

7.30 Dennis (R) (7339274). 

7.45 First Edition (R) (7334729). 

8.00 Trans Wbrid Sport (5J 632). 

9.00 The Morning Line (SJ (28729). 

10.00 Gazzetta Football Italia (23485). 

11.00 Rawhide (8688699). 

11.55 GOBI Ten Tall Men (Willis Goldbeck 1951 US). 
Burt Lancaster at his peak provides toe vital spark 
for this Technicolor Foreign Legion spoof - leading 

the defence of a remote desert fort against 
marauding tribesmen (82359380). * 

1A5 Racing Iran Cheltenham and Doncaster. From 
Cheltenham: The 2.10 Ladbroke Trophy Chase 
Handicap, toe 2.45 Cleeve Hurdle, the 3.20 Pillar 
Property Investments Chase and the 3.55 50 Years 
of Timeform Novices Chase. From Doncaster: toe 
2.25 Napoleons Racing River Don Novices Hurdle, 
toe 3.00 Fertemps Great Yorkshire Chase, toe 
3.35 Mansion House Handicap Chase and toe 
4.10 Doncaster Free Press Brewers Juvenile 
Novices Hurdle (S) (86867926). 

4.35 Redfepee Chums. Repeat Short Stories film about 
a revolutionary new method of training guide dogs, 
a process that should enable toe mutts to recognise 
more than 80 commands (R) (SJ (2072449). 

5.05 Brookside Omnibus (SJ (4435564). * 

6.30 Right to Reply (903).* 

7.00 A Week in Politics (4090J. 

8.00 Evita-. The Unquiet Grave. See Preview, above 
(1598). * 

9.00 Last Chance Lottery. See Preview, above (SJ 
(J354). 

10.00 HUB Homicide (David Mamet 1991 US). 

Mamet's regular leading man Joe Mantegna plays 
a Jewish New York City cop assigned to investigate 
toe seemingly straightforward murder of an elderly 
Jewish shopkeeper- and coming up against a 
hinterland of American neo-Nazis and the Israeli 
secret service agents (S) (548748). * 

11.55 Randy Reg and the Pot Bek led Pervert. Repeat 
profile of Darlington -based freelance crime reporter 
John Merry, the inspiration for toe BBC's ill-fated 
Michael Elphink series, Harry (R) (SJ (220699). 

12.25 TV Pizza. Laura Kightlinger and another trawl of 
the American airwaves, including nude yoga and a 
redneck cooking show (SJ (66 J 7336J. 

1.10 The Girlie Show (R) (S) (2164959). 

1.45 Ricki Lake. An author plugs her bock on marriage 
guidance (R) (S) (8640684). * 

2.30 Beavis and Butt-Head (R) (S) (42931 33). 

2.55 Bless This House iR) (S) (4296220). 

3.25 Film Night tR) (S) (62705930). 

3.55 The White Room With Ocean Colour Scene and 
Echobelly (R) (SJ (6622220). 

4.50 The Beat Specials. Jamiroquai and acid-jazz 
groovers The Sandals recorded live in concert at 
London’s Astoria Theatre in 1994 (R) ( S ) 
(6537539). To 5.50am. 


ITV/Regions 

(97)59368) 1.40 Cartoon Time (31038941) 
2*0 Airwolf fJ 57 PS 54 ; 3.50 toywatdi 
(7875380). 2-Z5am Home and Away (48D1M 
2.50am Crowded House - Live at 
Opera House (4740591). 5.05-5.30am Bush 
Tucker Man (4078510). 

CHANNEL 3 hOm EAST/YWKSHIRE 

As London except 1230pm Modes- 0 *™* “ a JJj 
Videos (89670). 1.10 Airwolf £642331). 2.05 
Cartoon Time (982262931. 2.10 FJffl: 633 
Squadron 1 431835 ). 3*0 Bpywatcrt (7875380). 
5.10 Channel 3 North East: Full Time (358 / 4031 
Yorks: Scoreline (3587403. 1. 2.25am Home and 
Away (4801930). 2.50am Crowd* I House - Live 
at the Sydney Opera House (4740591). 5.05- 
5.30am Bush Tucker Man (40785)0). 

teLnSonettept 1230pm farriers <896701. UO 
Champions of the Future (971 59368). 1.40 Movies, 
Games and Videos (74530922). 2.10 Stuntmasters 
(3570477). 5.10 The Cental Match - Goals Extra 
(3587403).Z25am Home and Away (4SO1930). 
230am Crowded House - Live at the Sydney Opera 
House (4740591). 5.05am Cental Jobfinder 1997 
r 6591404). 5.20-5 -30am Asian Eye (5024688). 

HIV 

As Lonrtn eroepfc 1230pm Mows. Games and VMeos 
(89670). L10 Wfesfc Sportsweek (4789903). Wales: 
Mainly Mm (47899031. 1.45 West Wort) rf Vfav 
tta (74549670). W&z tanman Trtathfcn Wald Cham- 
picnrfXps (8994212). 2.10 West Fan* Justin Case 
(94640901 240 1/lfetes.Rtat Justin Case (45036511 
325 West Roboccp 13975187). 3*5 Wales: Robo- 
cep (22335161 4,15 WfesC The Ust(5429£L>. 225am 
Home and Away (48019301 230am Crowded House 
- Live at the Sydney Opera House (4740591). 5.05- 
520am Bush Tucker Man (407B510). 

MERIDIAN 

As London except: 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (896701. 1.10 Stuntmasters (8815187). 
1.50 Cartoon Time (740J3I06J. 135 Airwolf 
18981748). 3.504.45am Baywatch 17875380). 

WESTC0UN1RY 

As London ocept 1230pm Mowies, Games and Wdecs 
(89670). L10 Fflm: Plymouth 197392187) 225am 
Bxne and Away (4802930). 230-330am Crowded 
House- live at the Sydney Opera House (4740591). 

S4C 

As C4 except: 6.00am Sesame Street (12670). 
10.00 Board Stupid (SS038). 10.30 New Games- 
master 156800). 11.55 Mcviewatrh (5621583). 
12.25pm Jump (68968J6I. 12.55 Encounters 
(556972C.'. 1.45 Racing from Cheltenham 
(6383380). 220 Rygbi: Cwpan Heineken Ewrop 
(908309). 4.15 Racing from Cheltenham and Don- 
caster (1324309). 435 Collectors’ Lot 12072449). 
6.30 Travelog (903). 7.00 News (335029). 7.15 
Codi’r To 12589854). 820 Tro Brech Lyn Ebenez- 
er (126670). 8.50 LrcyrisOlsorts (771 941). 925 
Last Chance Lottery (909458). 10.25-ll.55pm 
Heroes of Comedy: Tommy Cooper (7573552). 


Radio 



Radio 1 

Q7.fr«£HfcF» 

7.00am Clive Warren 10.00 Kevin 
Greening 1.00 Jo Whiley 4.00 John 
Peel 7.00 Danny Rampling 9.00 
Rap Show 12.00 Reggae Dancehall 
Nile 2 .00 Essential Mm Metal 
headz 4.00-7.00am Charlie Jordan 

Radio 2 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wright 1.00 
Jeremy Clarkson's Laughing Gear 
130 To the Manor Bom 2.00 Judi 
Spiers 4.00 Nick Barraclough 

5.00 Bacharach and David: Hit- 
makeis 6.00 Tammy Wynette and 
Glen Campbell 7.00 The Ola 
Fitzgerald Songbooks 730 Great 
Choral and Orchestra/ Classics 
930 David Jacobs 10.00 The 
Arts Programme 12.05 Charles 
Nove 4. 00-7. OOam Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

6.55am Weather; News Headlines. 

7.00 Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Library. 

10.15 Record Release. 

12.00 Private Passions. The young 
composer James MacMillan 
talks to Michael Berkeley about 
his favourite musical moments. 

1.00 Threads. (4.'6J. 

1.20 Vintage Year* The Philharmo- 
nic. Humphrey Burton looks 
back ic the laie Fifties and Six- 
hes. wtwn the conductor Otto 
Klemperer look over the unoffi- 
cial post of chief conductor of the 

Philharmoma. Philharmonia Or- 
chestra/Citto Klemperer. Mozart; 
Symphony No 40. Beethoven: 
Symphony No 3. Bach: Suite No 
3. Brahms: Symphony No 1 . 
Bertram Symphonic Fantasuque. 
Tchaikovsky; Symphony No 6. 
Beethoven: Fidelio. 



Choice 


A new run of the award-winning 
current affairs programme Asian 
Perspective (10.35pm R5) 
presents an Asian angle on life 
in Britain; while the second 
series of Asiafile (11.30am R4) 
has Julian Pefiifer (left) moving 
away from the Pacific rim to 
give the British angle on life in 
India and Pakistan. 


3.20 The Finishing Touch. The 
tenor Anthony Rolfe Johnson's 
masterclass on approaches to 
Britten's operatic roles. (5/6J. 

4.05 The BBC Orchestras. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

5.45 Music Matters. 

630 Live from the fcleL- Cav and 
Pag. Mascagni: Cavallena Rusil- 
can a. Dolora Zaiick. soprano 
(Santuzzai. Fabio Armiliato, 
tenor (Turiddu). (7.45-8.20 The 
Met Opera Quc.) Leoncavallo: I 
Pagliacci. Diane Sovrero. sopra- 
no (Nedda), Johan Botha, tenor 
I Camp), Chorus and Orchestra of 
the Metropolitan Opera House. 
New YorH/Simone Young. 

9.40 Blue Skies. 

10.10 Brecon Jazz Festival. Joe 
Henderson pays tn buffi to the 
Brazilian composer Antorno Car- 
los Jobim and his Double Rain- 
bow Quartet, and Illinois Jacquet 
leads his own 15-piece big band. 

1.00 Through toe Night. With 
Donald MacLeod. 

1.01 Euro-Ja 2 . 

2.05 Espen Lillelatten I violin j, 
Bergen Philharmon n;'James 
Judd. Elgar: Overture Cockaigne. 
Barber: Violin Concerto. Vaughan 
Williams: Symphony No 5. 

3.40 Vocal and instrumental Muse. 

4.25 Finnish Radio Symphony 


Grchesta.'Jukka-Pekha Saraste. 
Schoenberg: Erwartung. 

Sibelius: Symphony No 6; Sym- 
phony No 7 ; Vaise Tnste. 

6.00- 7.00am Sequence. 

Radio 4 

ai^£V-;fS.:SMUS> 

6.00am News. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Prayer for the Day. 

7.00 Today. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 Lcose Ends. 

11.00 The Week in Westminster. 
1130 Asiafile. (1/BJ. See Choice, 

abcie. 

12.00 Money Box. 

1225 Jus", a Minute. 

12.55 Weatoer. 

1.00 News. 

1-10 Any Questions’ Jonathan 
DimbleOv’s guests are Health 
minister Gerry Malone MP; 
MORI chairman Bob Worcester; 
editor cl the London Evening 
Standard Andrew Vfltson; and 
Baroness Hollis of Heigham. 
Opposition spokeswoman on 
environment and sxial security. 

1.55 Shipping Forecast. 

2.00 Any Answers? 

230 Playhouse: The Single 


Heart. A tale of doomed love by 
Storm Jameson. With Amanda 
Root and Derek Walmsley. 

4.00 That’s History. 

430 Science Now. 

5.00 Consequences. 

5.40 Footnotes. 

5-50 Shipping Forecast. 

535 Weather. 

G.00 Si* O'Clock News. 

6.25 Week Ending. 

6.50 Those Cote Days. 

7.20 Kaleidoscope Feature. 

Schoo'teacher and traditional 
singe; Mar/ Smith presents a 
cultural eapioration oi Ness, a 
group of 14 villages on the 
northern tip at the Hebndes. 

7.50 On These Days. 

8.50 Saturday Night Theatre. 

Wild Hops. By Sally Worboyes. 
With the hop-picking season of 
1959 almost over, Laura must 
face up to the consequences of 
her affair. With George tones 
and Eliie Haddington. i4/4>. 

935 (FM) Classics with Kay. 

9.35 (LW) Test Match Special. 
Commentary on the third day of 
toe First Test from Eden Park, 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

9.50 (FM) Ten to Ten. Composer 
John Tavenei discusses his 
religious beliefs with Jeremy 
Vine. 

10.00 (FM) News. 

10.15 (FM) The Darkest Eye. A 
new drama by Patricia Cumper 
m which a retired Englishman 
living as a recluse in Jamaica is 
forced to contront toe implica- 
tions of his past. With Jack 
Kiaft and Victor Romero Evans. 

11.15 The Blue Room. 

11.45 Aesthete’s Foot. 

12.00 News. (FM only from 
1220am) 

1220 (LW) Test Match special. 
Continued coverage. 

12.30 (FM) The Late Story: The 
Station Road. By Ann Bndge. 


Satellite 


12.48 (FM) Shipping Forecast. 

1 . 00 - 6 . 00am As World Service. 
(FM only until 4.30amt 

Radio 5 

iesj souk wo 

6.05am Dirtv Tackle 630 Bnan 
Hayes 9.05 Weekend 11.05 Top 
Gear 11.35 The Game's Up 12.05 
Baker and Kelly Upfront 1.05 Sport 
on Five 6.06 Six -0- Sri 8.05 The 
Treatment 9.05 Dallyn UK 10.05 
Brief Lives 1035 Asian Perspec- 
tive. See Choice, shove. 11.00 
Night Extra 12.05 After Hours 

2.00 Australian Open Tennis 5.00- 
6.05am Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

ilOOiMfll Wtilfl 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Gardening Forum 1.00 
Alan Mann's Packed Lunch 4.00 Jane 
Markham 7 MO The Travel Guide 

8.00 Evening Concert. Schubert; Im- 
promptu No 3 in G Hat; impromptu 
No 4 in Aflat Rondo for Virtu and 
Orchestra in A: Magnificat m C; String 
Quartet in E; Symphony No 9 in C. 

10.00 The Classic Qub 12.00 Andre 
Leon 4.00 The Travel Guide 5.00- 
6.00am Mchael Fanstone 

Virgin Radio 

nm iw-ubm-mmsmiv! 

6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ and Jono 10.00 Jeremy 
Clark 2.00 Mark Forrest 6.00 
Lynn Parsons 10.00 Robin Banks 

2. 00- 6. 00am Howard Pearce 

World Service 

1138kHz IH 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 Just a 
Minute 2.00 Newsday 230 People 
and Politics 3.00 News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 Music Re- 
view 4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short 
Story 4.45 On the Move 5.00 
Newsday 530-6.00am Weekend 


SKY 1 

7.00am WKRP In Cincinnati 
(403.90). 7.30 Gewee (36)871. 

8.00 Young Indiana Jones Chronicles 
03496). 9.00 Star Trek: The Next 
Generation (66903). 10.00 Quantum 
Leap 1656991. 11.00 Star Trek 
(45835). 12-00 WWF: Blast OK 

(1 1 393). 1.00 WWF: Challenge 
(209J1). 2.00 Kung Fu; The Legend 
Continues (41813). 3.00 Star Trek; 
Deep Space Nine (37767). 4.00 Star 
Trek: Vbyager < / 6274 1 5.00 The Hu 
Mi* (3670L 6.00 Kung Fu: The 
Legend Continues (17477). 7.00 
Hercules: The Legendary Journeys 
•50)06) 8.00 Coppers (7019). 

830 Cops I (9854). 9.00 Cops II 
<124581 9.30 Cop Files (12922). 

10.00 Law and Order f59477). 

11.00 The Red Shoe Diaries 

(1 7903). 11.30 The Movie Show 
(91318). 12.00 LAPP (322681. 

12.30 The Lucy Show (8659) ) 

1.00 Dream On (596071 130 The 
Edge (980841. 2.00-6.00am Hit Mr/ 
Long Play (28201). 

SKY 2 

7.00pm Beverty Hills 902)0 
(8873699). 8.00 Melrose Place 
(S8590J9J. 9.00 Paofic Drive 
(8862583). 10.00 Tales from the 
Crypt (6466903). 10.30 Tales from 
toe Crypt (6475651). 11.00 Stand 
and Deliver (92388591. 1130 Stand 
and Defo/er (5086835). 12.00- 
6.00am Hit Mbt Long Flay (9880423). 

SKY MOVIES 

6.05am The Rim Han Man (1967) 
(88844361). 8.00 in Ute Fhnt 
(1967) (25583). 10.00 The Return of 
Tommy Tncker (1994) (26034). 12330 
8 Seconds 11994) (15106). 2.00 
Spenser! A Savage Place 11993) 
(40729). 4.00 Getting Even with Dad 
(1994) (5 274). 6.00 Baby's Day Out 
(1994) (53293). 8.00 Dumb and 
Dumber (1994) (65038). 10.00 Tank 
Girt (1995) (449903). 11.45 lrxlecent 


Behaviour II (1994) (576093). 1.20 
Taking the Heat (1992) (9413442). 

2.50 Closer and Closer 1 19951 
(5084268). 4.20-6. 10am Dump and 
Dumber U994) (86SJ J997). 

MOVIE CHANNEL 

6.00am The Black Tulip (198S) 

(348 J 6). 7J00 Lion heart (19691 
(56757). 8.00 In Old Kentucky 
! 1 935) i2 3J25) 10.00 Say One for 
Me (1959i (48256). 12.00 My Fami- 
ly Treasure (1993) (13743). 2.00 
Three Ninias Keh Back 119941 
(71699). 4.00 Blankman (1994) 
(38)6). 6.00 Innocent Moves 11993) 
(51835). 8.00 Jack and Sarah (1995) 
156380). 10.00 Staggered (1994) 
(98-5*177; H 35 W 35 Craven’s Hew 
Nightmare 1 1994) (1 74859). 130 
Tate, from toe Crypt: Demon Knight 
H 994) (243775). 3.05 Keys 1 1994 1 
(63)9971. 4.4O-5.40am Lionheart 
(1969)0 7 M 72681. 

SKY HOVRS GOLD 
4.00pm Baby 800 m (1987) 

|7 J 82354). 6.00 Gara's Heart 
(I9BS) 195 08187). 8.00 All of Me 
(1934) (9503632). 10.00 MacArthur 
(1977) M 79241 06). 12.15 The 
Body Snatcher tI945) (82384775). 

1.30 Yankee Doodle Dandy 1 1942) 
(26387335). 3. 3 5-5. 45am Interna- 
tional Vehret (1978) (35016133). 

SKY SPORTS 1 

7.00am World Sport Special 
(9585JJ. 7.30 NHL Ice Hockey 

Power Wfiek 04545). 8 JO Racing 
News (55534;. 9.00 Cricket: New 
Zealand v England (1707671. 11 30 
The Rugby Club (71125). 12.00 ' 

Sports Saturday (3462835). 5 JO 
football Special: FA Cup Fourth 
Round (10729). 7.00 Cricket: New 
Zealand v England (622545). 930 
Cncketi Nw Zealand v England - 
Uw (6070835; 430 European 
PGA Golf; Johnnie Walker Classic - 
Live (85046). 


SKY SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer AM (4666632;. 

11.00 Ice Hockey (96299411. 1230 
European PiJA Golf: Johnnie Walker 
Classic (2921038). 3.00 CrickBfc 
New Zealand v England (6545564). 
530 Supjfbowl Preview 1 3263361 ). 

6.30 Ice Hockey - Live (37J2090J 
9-00 Spanish Football (1745390). 

1 LOO Superbowl Preview 
(9617106). 12.00- 1.00am Sporting 
Classics; Indy Car '93 (9 070775). 

SKY SPORTS 3 

12-OOnoon SaiJmg (93860019). 

1230 Htfi 5 167S923SQJ. 1.00 
WrfU of Motor Sport (20768496). 

5.00 US PGA Goff: Phoentx Open 
193874212k 7.00 European PGA Golf: 
Johnnie Vfalktr Classic (81258632). 
Ip.00-li00mtfntght US PGA Golf: 
Ftcenix Open - Live (43755564). 

UVETV 

5- OOam Agpny 630 The Fashion 
Show 7.00 Revelations 730 Fate and 
ftirtune 8.00 The Why Files 830 
viSeo Box 9.00 The Psychic Pet Show 
930 The Fashion Show 10.00 Reve- 
'atmns 1030 Agony 11.00 The Psy- 
r -hic Ret Show 1130 Fate and Fortune 

12.00 Gait's Campus Capers 1230 
The Why Ffles 1-00 Nation Live 1.15 
booking for Love 130 The Psythic Ftt 
Show 2.00 Ok Fashion Show 230 
Agony 3.00 Fate and Fortune 330 Pin 
Money 4.00 Sport 5.00 Agony 530 
tva’s Seventies Pop Show 6.00 The 
Fashion Shav 630 Sport 7.00 Pin 

730 Revelations 8.00 Tr^ 
Psyche** Show 830 Agxty 9.03 
1 « Show 9-30 Looking far 

L°>re 9.45 The Bottom Line IO.Q 3 
Sport 1030 StarxHJp 11.03 Fate and 
fortune 1130 The Sex Show 11 4 
goora Exotica 1230 Kiss TV 130 
Hfthe Shopping 2.00 The Sex Show 
*j-30 Stand-Up 3.00 Rewetattorts 330 

snSi^i ^ 5 - 00 Sport 5-30- 

6 - Q0am Home Shopping 
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FILMS LOSE THEIR EDGE UNLESS YOU WATCH THEM ON A 
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